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The Struggle of Two Cities

by Lance Lambert

We were created for the glory of God, and our purpose isto seek the city which has the foundations, which isthe
new Jerusalem coming down out of heaven, possessing the glory of God.

Scripture: Psalm 2:1-3, Psalm 2:7-9, Acts 7:2-5, Romans 11:24-27, Hebrews 11:8
Topics: "Struggle”

Description

In this sermon, the speaker discusses the theme of marriage in the Bible, highlighting the marriage of
Adam and Eve in the first three chapters and the marriage of the Lamb and the wife of the Lamb in the last
three chapters of the Bible. The speaker emphasizes the love relationship between God and the
redeemed, emphasizing that God will not let them go even when they become lukewarm or self-satisfied.
The sermon also touches on the importance of having a heavenly vision and not living in a cramped,
limited version of Christianity. The speaker uses examples from the lives of Abraham, Jesus, and Paul to
illustrate the significance of the heavenly vision.

Transcript

Would you turn with me to the Acts and chapter 7 and we will read again those verses we read last night.
Chapter 7 of Acts from verse 2. And Stephen said, Brethren and fathers hearken, The God of glory
appeared unto our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia before he dwelt in Haran and said unto
him, Get thee out of thy land and from thy kindred and come into the land which | shall show thee. Then
came he out of the land of the Chaldeans and dwelt in Haran and from thence when his father was dead
God removed him into the land wherein ye now dwell and he gave him none inheritance in it no not so
much as to set his foot on and he promised that he would give it to him in possession and to his seed after
him when as yet he had no child.

And then in the Hebrew letter, in the Hebrew letter and chapter 11, Hebrews chapter 11 from verse 10,
from verse 8, By faith Abraham when he was called obeyed to go out into a place which he was to receive
for an inheritance and he went out not knowing whither he went. By faith he became a sojourner in the
land of promise as in a land not his own dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob the heirs with him of the
same promise. For he looked for the city which has the foundations whose builder and maker is God.

And then in the Genesis, the book of Genesis and chapter 12 from verse 1, Now the Lord said unto
Abraham get thee out of thy country and from thy kindred and from thy father's house unto the land that |
will show thee and | will make of thee a great nation and | will bless thee and make thy name great and be
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thou a blessing and | will bless them that bless thee and him that curseth thee will | curse and in thee shall
all the families of the earth be blessed. And then | want to turn you to the second Psalm, the second
Psalm, Psalm 2 from verse 1, Why do the nations rage and the peoples meditate a vain thing the kings of
the earth set themselves and the rulers take counsel together against the Lord and against his Messiah
his anointed saying let us break their bonds of sunder and cast away their cords from us.

He that sitteth in the heavens will laugh the Lord will have them in derision then will he speak unto them in
his wrath and vex them in his sore displeasure yet | have set my king upon my holy hill of Zion | will tell of
the decree the Lord said unto me thou art my son this day have | begotten thee ask of me and | will give
thee the nations for thine inheritance and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession thou shall
break them with a rod of iron thou shall dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel and finally in the 11th
chapter of Romans Romans and chapter 11 from verse 24 Romans chapter 11 verse from verse 24 for if
thou was cut out of that which is by nature a wild olive tree and was grafted contrary to nature into a good
olive tree how much more shall these which are the

natural branches be grafted into their own olive tree for | would not brothers have you ignorant of this
mystery lest you be wise in your own conceits that are hardening in part of the fallen Israel until the full
number of the Gentiles become in and so all Israel shall be saved even as it is written there shall come out
of Zion the deliverer he shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob and this is my covenant unto them when |
shall take away their sins as touching the gospel they are enemies for your sake but as touching the
election they are beloved for the father's sake for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable shall we
just bow in a word of prayer beloved lord we're so glad that we're gathered here in your presence we're
glad that we've been able to worship you and now as we

come just to the ministry of your word we want to confess and acknowledge before you that without that
anointing grace and power which you have so dearly won for us at Calvary it will amount to nothing many
words many truths bible teaching but it will amount to nothing but lord we are so thankful that when there
is an anointing upon both the speaking and hearing the eyes of our hearts are illumined and we come to
know what is the hope of our calling dear lord we pray this evening that you will grant that that anointing in
full measure be upon the speaking of your word the translating of and the hearing of it we stand into it by
faith and we shall be careful to give you the praise and the worship of our heart for answering this our
prayer we ask it in the name of our messiah the lord well

i think you all know what the theme of this conference is i was therefore i was not disobedient to the
heavenly vision and we've been considering that in three ways in the life of abraham in the person of our
lord jesus and in the life of the apostle paul and my responsibility has been abraham i think the i'm always
amazed at the simplicity of god's word when it comes to really big matters and the simplicity of this
statement by stephen just before he was martyred the god of glory appeared to our father abraham that's
my responsibility to talk about the heavenly vision in connection with abraham think for a moment the god
of glory there could have been many other ways that by the holy spirit stephen could have spoken of that
vision that abraham had but he said it was the god of glory that

appeared to our father abraham man man was made for the glory of god man is constituted in such a way
that apart from god's glory he is incomplete god never meant us to be just flesh and blood he meant us to
inherit incorruption and glory it is put very simply by the apostle paul again by the holy spirit in romans
chapter 3 and verse 23 for all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of god in that one single sentence
you have the whole story of mankind the fall of man we have all sinned and therefore we have fallen short
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of the glory of god that which we were created for that which we were destined for we have fallen short of
it but what is glory there are certain words that cannot be adequately put into language you have to have it
revealed to you for instance the word grace people go

into reams of explanation about what is grace but the simplest and most uneducated child of god once the
holy spirit reveals what grace is to them they live in it it becomes their life how can you explain grace
unmerited favor that leaves me cold i've heard thousands of explanations for grace i can hardly explain it
myself all i know is that i experience his grace every day i know exactly what it is even if i cannot put it into
a word it's mercy yes and more it is love yes and more steadfast persistent loyal love yes and more it is
covenant love yes it is it is amazing this word grace now glory is another word i find it pathetic when some
of the new versions call have translated it splendor we were made for splendor now but it it's a devaluation
of the word glory what is glory glory is

the manifested presence of god it is when god is so satisfied so if i may so use it of the lord thrilled with
what he sees that his very person is manifested that is glory when the glory of the lord filled the temple
nobody could stand in it they all fell on their faces before the lord it has happened again and again and
again john says we have held his glory glory as of the only begotten of the father it is he was the
manifested presence of god the heart and mind of god expressed revealed articulated he was the word
that was in the beginning that word that was with god and that word that was god a word is a thought that
you cannot understand in a person's head articulated and i i prefer articulated i know i shouldn't say this
on july the fourth but it's a good english expression if we

put it in good american english verbalized here it is on the july the fourth verbalized the mind of god
verbalized articulated put into expression expressed in words no wonder jesus uh said he was the alpha
and the omega that is the whole alphabet of god the language of god the means by which we can
understand the heart and mind of god in the most practical and relevant manner glory did you realize that
you sinner as you are and do i realize sinner as i am that we were created for the glory of god not just to
glorify god but that the very glory of god should be in us when the lord jesus was transfigured in glory there
is a common idea amongst christians that a spotlight sort of came out of heaven a glorious unbelievable
white light shone onto the lord jesus like a spotlight and he

glistered with it that is not what happened what happened was that the light went on inside of him and
through his very hair his skin his body his clothes this glory shone did you do you realize that you were
made for that glory only through sin did we fall short when this great turning point in divine history came
about the god of glory appeared to a man who was a sinner living an empty life as in a successful
business and it was there that the lord revealed himself to abraham the god of glory i don't suppose that
abraham had ever heard of glory as such but when the god of glory appeared to him he was never the
same again god touched him changed him redirected him and abraham began the pilgrimage that would
lead him to the city of god the apostle peter put all of this very simply in his

first letter in the fifth chapter and verse 10 the god of all grace there's that word again the god of all grace
who has called you to his eternal glory in the messiah jesus well you could almost say that's a
commentary on what happened with abraham the god of glory appeared to abraham called him to his
eternal glory in the messiah jesus in christ or i think of so many other scriptures that i could uh take you to i
think of the wonderful words in hebrews and um and chapter two and verse 10 reads like this for it became
him jesus for whom are all things and through whom are all things in bringing many sons unto glory to
make the author of their salvation perfect through suffering bringing many sons to glory i think of another
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scripture that comes to my mind in romans chapter nine and verse

23 and 24 and that he might make known the riches of his glory upon vessels of mercy which he afore
prepared unto glory even us whom he also called not from the jews only but also from the gentiles isn't
that a wonderful word vessels of mercy afore prepared for glory think about it are you a vessel of mercy do
you realize just how your whole standing before god is to do with his mercy with his grace and have you
ever realized that god from the moment you were born was preparing you for glory before you even came
to a saving knowledge of himself he was preparing you for glory vessels of mercy afore prepared to glory
not just the jews through whom and in whom god first began to work but also the gentiles what a wonderful
a picture we have here everywhere you turn in the word of god you will

find this matter of glory and the trouble is because glory is a sort of strange word it somehow runs off us
we we don't it doesn't have the impact on us that it ought to have i think of a very well-known scripture 2
corinthians chapter 3 18 but we all with unveiled face that's what happens when you're a child of god and
when you let the holy spirit really deal with you when you surrender to the lord then you have an unveiled
face otherwise there's a veil you don't see but once you make him lord and once you allow him to do what
he wants to do with you then it's an unveiled face but we all with unveiled face but holding as in a mirror
the glory of the lord are transformed into the same image from glory to glory even as from the lord the
spirit so it is the ministry of the blessed holy

spirit of god who is supervising our being changed from glory to glory actually in our experience it seems
more like changed from tribulation to tribulation from affliction to affliction but it is one capacity for glory to
a greater capacity so then you see a a marvelous uh pilgrimage begins for every child of god once you
obey the law of the spirit of life in christ jesus if you're living in contradiction to that law the spirit of life in
christ jesus you not only have a veiled face you have a you have a civil war going on with you between
you and the lord but once that civil war is done with and you surrender to the lord you give him the keys of
your whole life and allow the holy spirit to really supervise your life and lead you in the way that he wants
to lead you then you are moving

from glory to glory listen again same letter in verse 17 for our light affliction which is for the moment works
for us more and more exceedingly an eternal weight of glory while we look not at the things which are
seen but the things which are not seen for the things which are seen are temporal but the things which are
not seen are eternal isn't that a wonderful wonderful word that our light affliction for a moment sometimes i
almost question that is it just a moment it's a question of um how you compare what you compare it with if
you compare it with the eternal weight of glory that is being worked in you then it is a moment a light
affliction for a moment some of us who have had many many problems thorns in the flesh difficulties that
we have lived with and we've pleaded with the lord

to take them and he has not taken them but instead has said my grace is sufficient for you when one day
we arrive in in the presence of the lord we shall bow before him in absolute worship that those things
which seemed so long so heavy so continuous in fact worked for us an eternal weight of glory if we look at
the scene at this what is seen the visible it's not so but if we look beyond that to that which cannot be seen
and we behold the lord jesus then it is an eternal weight of glory it was this god of glory who appeared to
abraham he changed his life from being an idol worshiper an idol maker a salesman of idols he became
on a journey that would lead him to glory it was the god of glory there are two people i have met in my life
who before they died i actually saw the glory of god in
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them now i know that sounds very strange because they will be glorified ahead but uh one was maria
monson i have never forgotten my last visit with maria monson that great missionary in china in northeast
china she was so weak she could not lift a cup to her lip but i have never forgotten the aura of light around
her in her body actually in her and for the first time i didn't tell her but for the first time i understood why
they put saints with that circle of light around them i used to think why did it in our jewish tradition we have
a flame of fire on everyone who's a saint but in the christian tradition it's a circle of gold that is around them
i saw it in her and the other one was someone nobody here i think would know dalmas fell he was the
matron of one of the biggest hospitals in

copenhagen and when i went to see her shortly before she died she came down on the arm of a salvation
army officer she was in the home for those who were terminally ill and it was as if light shone through her
whole body and through her very hair i've never forgotten it glory is not something belonging that belongs
to a fairy tale it is real it is something so real that the very light of god the presence of the lord jesus in a
human being can shine through them in their weakness and in their last moment if that could be when
we're down here can you imagine what it will be when once you and i are transfigured in glory this then is
tremendous it was the god of glory that appeared to abraham and he was never the same again i think
probably he had the same desire in his heart that was in

moses heart when the lord spoke with him used him met with him did so much with him and moses said
when the lord said tell me what i shall do and he said show me thy glory that's like the apostle paul the
more he saw of the lord the more he knew he did not know you get it the more he experienced of the lord
the more he knew there was to experience of the lord yet it became an obsession with him it became
something that as it were took his up his whole life his mind his heart i press on toward the goal to the
pride of the high calling of god in christian vision i'm so sorry when christians have no heavenly vision
because your birthright as a child of god is to see not with these eyes but to see with the eyes of your
heart that's your birthright the lord jesus died for you that you might

live and you might see i'm so sorry when people live in a cramped straitjacket a type of christianity that is
somehow it's not practical show me thy glory we have no record that abraham ever said that only moses
but i don't doubt that when the god of glory appeared to him abraham suddenly all that was temporal
transient tinsel nonsense vanity fell away of course i will say something about it tomorrow evening the
problem was still there the lord had to deal with a whole lot of things with abraham but in that moment
when the god of glory appeared to him i think it was as if all that he thought was life became death all that
he thought was so important and weighty was suddenly shown up to be nothing vanity useless so dear
child of god you and i have been created for the glory of god and if

we have been saved by the grace of god if we have been born of the spirit of god then these wonderful
words come into our spirit the god of all grace you will need it the god of all grace who has called you to
his eternal glory in christ is after that you have suffered a little while himself establish you strengthen you
yes i think it's tremendous but i must move on i don't want to spend the whole evening on this in the god of
glory abraham saw the city which has the foundation i i must say in my estimation abraham saw the more
than many christians it says he went out of her of the chaldees no mean city part of the babel complex of
cities of the ancient civilization at the moment the god of glory appeared to him he was lost for error of the
county this sophisticated urban dweller became a

keeper of sheep and goats and camel as i often say when speaking about moses the most smelly of
creatures if you've ever kept goats you know they can smell you've ever kept sheep they're a little better
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but if you've ever kept camels the smell this amazing man became a herdsman a shepherd a goat herd
and he journeyed and he didn't know where really he was going he never did actually see as far as we
know he never we ever entered the city of jerusalem but the writer of the of the hebrew letter says he
sought for the city which has the foundations you would have thought that the babel complex of cities
would have been city a civilization with foundation magnificent even today in the archaeological
excavations we have discovered post offices ladies hair hairdo shops cosmetics jewelry in a

famous exhibition of jewelry a while ago modern jewelry they had a number of pieces modeled on earth of
the chaldeas it was no mean city but the word of god says abraham left it all because he'd been captured
by another city a city which has the the foundation uh revelation 21 verse 10 and 11 tells us of the new
jerusalem coming down out of heaven having the glory of god here we've got it the god of glory appeared
to abraham and now he sought the city which in the end will possess the glory of god i think in seeing this
city within the vision of the god of glory abraham understood the purpose the eternal purpose of god you
know i've said it before but i will say it again one of the great themes of the bible is two cities the tale of two
cities one is babel the other is jerusalem in hebrew

babel babel is the term used in the hebrew bible and in the hebrew translation of the new testament for
babylon babylon is the greek word for babel that gives an amazing continuity because look at it think for a
moment genesis 11 you have the whole story of babel genesis 12 you have the god of glory appearing to
our father abraham and in that moment he became a pilgrim a sojourner in the land that he was to inherit
and a seeker after jerusalem in other words from genesis 11 and 12 you have in genesis 11 the beginning
of babylon and you run right the way through the whole of your bible the 66 books until you come to
revelation 17 18 and the first part of 19 and that is the end of babel the end of babylon and if from genesis
12 running right the way through the whole of your bible you have

jerusalem of course it was a physical city jerusalem god chose it and nobody else would have chosen it it
is one of the most extraordinary things when you reflect upon this matter that god chose a city which didn't
have a proper uh water supply the water supply was outside of the city walls at the time of david it was
hezekiah that bought it within the walls but even that was precarious can you imagine anyone taking a city
as a capital city that hadn't got a proper secure water supply to keep the people in time of war in time of
siege it is amazing jerusalem has no harbor it has no great canals it has no great navigable rivers it is not
on any great crossroads oh the only reason why jerusalem has become a household word for the world is
because god chose her and god said again and again

you shall not offer your offerings everywhere where you choose but in the place where i will cause my
name to dwell now that is a most extraordinary phrase the place where i will cause my name to dwell think
about it people who read their bibles were often they they don't think about this have you ever heard of a
city where someone's name is caused to dwell what in the world does it mean in in in the word of god
names have meaning of abram exalted father abraham abraham father of a multitude the father of all who
believe yakov twister israel prince with god yosef joseph addition multiplication expansion yitzhak laughter
laughter it's amazing the these names more moses moshi drawn out he certainly was drawn out he should
have been eaten by a crocodile but he was drawn out by no one less

than pharaoh's daughter it is amazing and his ministry was to draw out of people from egypt everywhere
you look names mean something names uh express the character the personality and in a sense the
prophetic destiny of that person now when god says you shall not offer your sacrifices or your offerings
anywhere where you choose but in the place where i will cause my name to dwell what he meant was this

Sermonindex.net | Page 6



this city is to be the expression of my character it is to represent my heart and my mind it is to represent
truth it is to represent the reign of god it is to represent the kingdom of god it is to represent the messiah of
god it is to represent the salvation of god therefore jerusalem will never disappear in spite of her sin in
spite of her prostitution in spite of her disobedience babylon

has gone thebes has gone ramses has gone all these great cities antiquity name it they've all gone but not
jerusalem jerusalem has survived them all why it says in the book of revelation sodom where our lord was
crucified that's how the book of revelation describes the jerusalem down here but the fact that it has never
disappeared is because it represents the mind of god whereas barbell and that name by the way we don't
know how it ever got chosen because it means confusion in hebrew and that is the perfect epitaph of
fallen man's ingenuity and genius confusion league of nations united nations disunited everything i mean
it's it's it's it's crazy really confusion every time they are trying to bring heaven to earth and earth to heaven
and to unite heaven a great golden age of prosperity

and all the rest of it brotherhood and equality and what happens it becomes a prison marxism became a
prison nazism became a prison maoism became a prison great philosophy great ideals but it's confusion
why because it has no foundations it is not built on eternal foundations it is not the god of glory it is not that
city which in the end will possess the glory of god now i don't know whether what i'm saying because i can
hardly see you from here i could be speaking into thin air and nobody there but if i look at my bible the
beginning of the bible and the end of the bible genesis 1 to 3 and revelation 20 to 21 i have the most
extraordinary correspondence in the beginning there is a garden at the end there is a city at the beginning
there is the tree of life at the end there is the tree

of life the beginning is a river of life at the end there is a river of life it is amazing there are trees in the
beginning a tree of life and the tree of knowledge of good and evil which the adam and eve were told not
to touch at the end you had those trees bearing fruit for the he leaves for the healing of the nation it is
amazing and the most extraordinary thing of all it's as if this bible that god has given us is all to do with the
city that's what abraham saw he saw that the whole history of this world is basically explained by the city
of god the new jerusalem the one when this earthly jerusalem disappears she will not disappear until she
disappears into the glory of that new jerusalem the eternal jerusalem till then she is here as a symbol of
god himself i wish this could be more

clear but you know when you come to that city at the end of the bible you find the most amazing thing in
the first three chapters you have the marriage of adam and eve and in the last three chapters you have the
marriage of the lamb and the wife of the lamb that goes to the heart of the bible open it roughly at the heart
and what have you got you have the song of songs a story of a love relationship between god and the
redeemed he will not let them go even when they become lukewarm and tepid and when they become
self-satisfied and settle down as it were he will not let them go he goes through until one stage by stage
he's brought that beautiful bride that he so loved to the place where she says i am my beloved to begin
with it was my beloved is mine i've seen that a number of times my

beloved is mine and i am here if you didn't hear that that was deliberate i am here then after a little bit of
dealing she said i am his she put it as a different way i am my beloved and he is mine oh okay but there
are a few more dealings and then she says i'm his and here is the amazing thing for the first time she
thinks of others what about my little sister she said she's not got mature she hasn't developed what can
we do for her this is the bible do you really believe that abraham actually saw something like this before
some of these things were even written i believe it is entirely possible for a human being to understand the
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purpose of god if the holy spirit is present he may not have indwelled but he still ministered or think again
has it ever occurred to you that when the lord

jesus began his messianic ministry the first miracle was in a wedding john makes so much of this this was
his first miracle it began in a wedding where he turned water into wine well throughout history as far as the
bible is concerned there are only two cities and all human beings belong to one or the other you either
belong to babylon or you belong to jerusalem and that's why the 87th psalm when the lord writes up the
peoples he says this one was born there even though their original birth was in babylon or in philistia or
tire or other places now they're born again they're registered in jerusalem jerusalem which is above which
is the mother of us all but it is more than that this this this purpose of god is to not only redeem human
beings but to bring them into such a relationship with

himself that they they grow to maturity where they will be able to reign with him that city at the end of the
bible with which this amazing revelation of the heart and mind of god in these 66 books ends is of a capital
city and a wife two extraordinary extraordinarily different ideas a city a capital city the center of
administration the center of a civil service the center where the policies of a kingdom of an empire are
dictated and and and ordered commanded and a wife the most intimate relationship known to mankind
husband and wife if we suffer with him we shall also be glorified with him isn't it interesting that that
wonderful church at ephesus the lord was prepared to take away the lamp stand out of its place for one
single reason they had left their first love so when you come to

the city of god it is a matter of first love it is a matter of being in love with the lord you shall love the lord
your god with all your soul with all your heart with all your strength and with all your mind and jesus said
the second is like to it you shall love your neighbor as yourself such is the city of god reigning with him and
in love with him as i've often said the lord is not interested in an eternal civil service a bureaucracy that
knows exactly what should be done and knows how to do it and do it with a minimum of fuss and the
greatest of efficiency not always true of bureaucracy but that's that will never satisfy the lord he is oh will
only be satisfied with a companionship that has sprung out of devotion and love that is the meaning and
significance of this city well you can

see how tremendous this whole subject is and i wish really one could spend even longer on it but you you
can see straight away that the god of glory spoiled abraham for anything less than the city which has the
foundations that is the heavenly visual the ephesian letter of the apostle paul says in chapter five that the
lord jesus loved the church and gave himself up for it that he might present it to himself a glorious church a
church of glory not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing so if we at least get something here that is i
think tremendous uh we begin to understand something about abraham we are now in the process in if i
may say this and then move on to the last point i want to make we are now in the process of a tremendous
attempt of satan to regain the whole world it is the

final attempt to babylonize the whole world you have globalization it is just label you have now more and
more the whole world is becoming a global village we speak almost one language unbelievable it is
incredible what is happening and happening so fast that you can almost be overtaken by and and not
wake up to what is happening we are coming to the chapters in revelation 13 to 19 it's always been the
same if you look at daniel's prophecy you will see that those four great empires came out of a typhoon
driven sea storm tossed out of it came one after another after another after another when you look at it in
revelation 13 we're not told that the sea is typhoon driven but it's the same sea and out of it comes a
homogenizing of all four empires it is the final great empire the final great
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antichrist world it is satan's last great attempt to take the world satan is incredible i must be careful what i
say but satan is an incredible person man because in one sense he studies the bible he comes to prayer
meetings he listens sometimes if he thinks they're important enough in conferences he takes in all the
things that god has shown us by his spirit and still he believes that he can win that is incredible to me he's
been beaten every time he's ever attempted to frustrate the purpose of god the lord has turned the tables
and defeated him and out of it has come tremendous blessing and salvation why does he go on unless he
has eaten up with pride and believes that he can still frustrate the purpose of god and the coming of the
king the lord jesus well i say this is tremendous and

that why do you think the lord is shaking everything this shaking began in my estimation with the first world
war and then was carried on in the second world war and has grown ever since and now we have come to
the place where everything is being shaken turmoil over the whole world it doesn't matter where you turn
there is turmoil you have chavez in south america you have ahmad adin ajad in iran it doesn't matter
where you turn you have putin in russia you've got amazing things happening everywhere you look what is
it that's happening and then you have islamic terror islam has an agenda to take the whole world it will fall
by the grace of god why because antichrist is not that type of person that he's not like nero or hitler or mao
or or stalin uh uh uh this antichrist if i may say it

without being upsetting anyone is more clintonesque affable affable forgivable attractive even when he
sins that's the final figure that will come dear friends is it anyone that god is shaking everything you know
why he's shaking it basically to shake anybody who can be shaken out of what is transient and temporal
into what is eternal and forever the wonderful prophecy and joel speaks about the very final stage of this
age and says and whosoever shall call upon the name of the lord shall be saved thank god for shaking
because what it will do is will shake businesses to people into pieces shape families into pieces shake all
kinds of religious routine into pieces and bring people to the place where they seek and search for that
which is unshakable wherefore receiving a kingdom that cannot

be shaken let us have grace whereby we may offer service well pleasing to god i say it is tremendous and
some people are very afraid of the shaking i'm not i know who's shaking you know the lord and he's doing
the shaking i'm not the least bit afraid let him go on shaking i want to see the whole thing come to a quick
end had enough of it all this turmoil this misrepresentation we have and so i mean the sooner it all ends
the better with the coming of the lord i'm not afraid the shaking i imagine many of you are not either they
thank god if the lord wants to shake out of us what is shakable let him do it we shall only praise him in the
end that he brought us to the place where what could be shaken was shaken out of us and we came to we
came to focus on what is unshakable now dear friends i

said there's one other thing i want to say and it's quite important it is that the whole abraham when he
when the god of glory appeared to him he saw the city which has the foundations he understood the whole
purpose of god was centered in that in one sense in in in that coming city in one sense but far more
important and this is my last point he saw the whole purpose of god centered in the lord jesus in john
chapter 8 and verse 56 it says very simply jesus the words of our lord jesus abraham saw my day and
rejoiced he saw and rejoiced what did abraham see isn't that amazing that nearly two thousand years
before the lord jesus appeared on this earth abraham had seen his day and had rejoiced is not some kind
of dim sort of apparition that appeared to him and he wondered well i wonder what

that's all about but he rejoiced he saw that the whole purpose of god was centered focused on the lord
jesus on the messiah he would bring salvation he would bring the gospel good news he would build the
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church he would save israel i say it is amazing listen to the words of the lord when he appeared to
abraham and i will make a great nation and i will bless you and be a blessing and those that bless you i
will bless and those in hebrew that disesteem you i will curse and in you in your seed shall all the families
of the earth be blessed in that extraordinary revelation of the god of glory and the words of the lord you
have the whole history of mankind from abraham to this day a great nation yes i don't fear to say it that he
was speaking about israel it says in the book of numbers chapter

23 and verse 9 that this people shall dwell alone and shall not be counted with the nations in other words it
is a uniqueness to this nation that came out of the bowels of abraham that has lasted all the way through
history to this day could you believe that all these years nearly 4 000 years later the whole world is in
turmoil over a little portion of territory not bigger than the state of new jersey think of that as small as
hungary in europe or portugal in europe like the north island of new zealand size of tasmania and australia
could you believe the whole world 4 000 years later is in turmoil over this little state that means they have
outlasted everything to this day i call that a great nation it reveals not the ingenuity of the jewish people or
the intelligence of the jewish people

that they have but it doesn't reveal that what it reveals is the absolute faithfulness of god he says in his
word very clearly as touching the gospel they are enemies for your sake but as touching the election the
predestinating will and purpose of god they are beloved for the patriarch's sake for the gifts and the calling
of god are irrevocable let it sink in the gifts and the calling of god are irrevocable that explains why israel is
today in existence recreated that explains every attempt to to exterminate them has failed it explains the
amazing thing that is happening in israel where israelis are coming to know the lord jesus only just a little
trickle but it is the beginning of a tremendous work of the holy spirit which will be the completion of the
history of redemption dear child

of god this is i say we could spend a lot of time on this subject but i'm not going to all i'm going to say is
this the misrepresentation of israel the growing hatred of israel the growing anti-semitism now seen in
anti-israelism means simply that satan knows that his end is near he has always understood that once the
salvation of the house of israel comes near his time is over so he will raise up people like akmadi dinajad
and others who vow to exterminate her some people believe that there will never be another holocaust
they think that the whole the holocaust was the last ever i don't do you mean to tell me satan's dead he's
not dead and because he's not dead he will do it again and that is the seriousness of the situation in the
middle east and at the same time this misrepresentation

by the media the world media which has basically put israel in such a terrible light that many people think
like they did in german nazi germany it might be just as well if they are exterminated but they will not be
exterminated did you read those words in psalm 2 where it says ask of me and i will give thee the gentiles
for your inheritance and the uttermost parts of the earth for your possession these are the words of the
father to the son concerning the uh the lord the the jewish people he says my i have set my king upon my
holy hill of zion but did you notice also that why do the nations meditate a vain thing why are they in uproar
why do the rulers and the kings say let us let us um uh throw away these bonds these fetters exactly what
is happening now this whole great movement to

throw overboard the law of god what god has said about abortion what god has said about gay rights what
god has said about euthanasia about anything else throw it overboard we don't want it doesn't belong to
modern culture i read those words in romans for one reason you have the mystery of the church and you
have the mystery of israel and this great apostle through whom has come so much revelation concerning
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the body of our lord jesus the church is also the one who said i would not rather have you ignorant of this
mystery the mystery of israel lest you be wise in your own conceits that a hardening in part has befallen
israel until the fullness the full number of the gentiles becoming not meaning till the last gentile is saved
but meaning that when this great work of the gospel has brought

in men and women of every tongue and kindred and race then god will turn back to the jewish people the
natural branches and will melt the hardening and give back vision and salvation and so it says and so all
israel not meaning just jews physically but all israel means all those saved by the grace of god gentile and
jew and so all israel the elect people of god saved to sin no more and then comes this wonderful word
listen to it as it is written there shall come out of zion a deliverer he shall turn away ungodliness from jacob
and this is my covenant unto them when i shall take away their sin now this is amazing where does he
quote it it is quite extraordinary because the hebrew in isaiah 59 and verse 19 the last verse of isaiah 59 it
says very clear and a redeemer shall come to zion and

to those who turn from ungodliness in jacob exactly what happened the lord jesus came to zion and he
saved those who turned from ungodliness in jacob he actually did it it's wonderful that was the early
church it was absolutely wonderful but now we have this variation i believe it's the spirit of god as it is
written the deliverer shall come out of zion and shall turn away ungodliness from jacob i believe we are so
near to this day oh dear child of god listen to this it's it's simply amazing is there any wonder that the world
is in turmoil is it any wonder that this tremendous force against antisemitic force is developing everywhere
surely it is not flesh and blood it is to do with satan and the powers of evil and darkness but listen to this in
your seed all the families of the earth will

be blessed that is to do with the whole great gospel work in the whole world it says in galatians 3 and
verse 8 that the gospel was preached to abraham over this verse and in thy seed all the earth will be
blessed i don't know how many jews ever thought that in the end it would go to the ends of the earth and
there would be those who would come into the salvation of god and the fullness of god and the purpose of
god the kingdom of god through the lord jesus i say this is tremendous where are we we are not at the
beginning we are at the end things are moving now so fast we hardly can keep up with them but dear child
of god in the light of all of this you and i need to allow the lord to deal with us if our vision has grown dim if
somehow or other we have been compromised in our

understanding we need the spirit of god to touch us just as abraham was at a great turning point in divine
history we are at another turning point the completion of the work of the gospel and the salvation of the
house of israel can you imagine the joy in heaven when that is completed but many children of god are
asleep they just have absolutely no idea the antichrist is coming that's why i said what i said about america
last night i don't think america is going to escape this the antichrist is coming i would to god that this would
be the place of safety and refuge i don't think so satan desires this nation more than he desires many
others and when he moves in he will seek to destroy every vestige he can of biblical faith and
understanding but dear child of god there is a rapture also it

could come any time the antichrist hasn't yet appeared in my understanding of the scripture we have to go
a little way into this time when he does appear but praise god there is a rapture and thirdly the lord jesus is
coming and when he comes the war is over dear child of god you and i have a tremendous privilege we've
been called with a high calling we have been granted as our birthright revelation as the lord jesus said to
peter flesh and blood has not revealed this to you but my father who is in heaven and so it has to be with
you and me if you have lost your vision why don't you get on your knees and tell the lord i believe i have
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been blinded why don't you ask the lord to touch your heart and the eyes of your heart so that you could
see more clearly than ever you saw this god of

glory may he give us grace not to be disobedient

Audio: http://archive.org/download/SERMONINDEX_SID15939/S1D15939.mp3
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