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Will You Also Go Away
by Leonard Ravenhill

Leonard Ravenhill's sermon challenges believers to embrace discipleship and trust in God's presence through

trials and tribulations.

Duration: 1:00:25

Scripture: John 6:1-14, John 6:16-21, John 6:53-56, John 6:66-69, John 20:30-31, Hebrews 1:1-13

Topics: "Following Christ"

Description

In this sermon, the speaker acknowledges the uncertainty of the current times but emphasizes the
certainty of God's favor, love, and strength. He expresses gratitude for those who have preached the
gospel in areas where it has not been heard before. The speaker highlights the spiritual darkness in China
and other parts of the world where the gospel has not made an impact. He also discusses the importance
of discipleship and the conditions Jesus laid down for following him. The sermon concludes with the
reminder that even in difficult circumstances, we can choose to either panic or praise God, and that God's
mercy is always available to those who seek him.

Transcript

We're glad our Father again for this day. We thank you for the establishing of this day, that we may rest in
body and in mind and in spirit, that we can put up one side, push out of our thinking to some degree, the
things that pressure us so often, and perhaps get a distorted vision of the things that really matter. We
bring our tribute of praise.

I'm reminded of the old hymn writer who said, O Lord of heaven and earth and sea, to thee all praise and
glory be. How shall we show our love to thee who giveth us all? Thou didst not spare thine only Son, but
gavest him for a world undone, and freely with that blessed one thou gavest all. We lose what on
ourselves we spend.

We have as treasure without end, whatever Lord to thee we lend, who giveth us all. If we had a thousand
times more to give, it would be totally inadequate. If we had a dozen hearts, we want to love you with
every one of them.

If you had a dozen minds, we want to think of you with all of them. If we had a dozen bodies, we want
them to be a living sacrifice unto God, and we trust totally acceptable to thee. We thank you again that the
barriers are broken down, and we have boldness.
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We have the right of entrance into thy presence through this new and living way. The most expensive
entrance of all. We thank you that Jesus, your Son, came and revealed your glory.

It was curtained in his flesh. The word was made flesh and dwelt among us. His body got tired and hungry
and needy.

We thank you that he's identified with us. He wasn't just an angel, but even in all points he was tempted
like as we are, and yet without sin. We thank you, Father, for the gift of your word that you preserve for us
down the years.

We realize as we read it day by day, it's unfathomable. No man that ever lived will fathom it totally. Great
is the mystery of godliness.

There are things that you do not unveil to us, but we thank you for what is unveiled. We thank you for the
Holy Spirit. We thank you again for books that have helped us, and preachers who have stimulated our
faith.

And we thank you for the rebukes and corrections, because if you love us, you do this. We thank you
there's no sickly sentimental love with thee. You never promised to wrap us up in cotton wool, or put us
through a tunnel where nobody could reach us.

But great is thy grace, and great is thy faithfulness. We feel we need to say every day, great is thy
faithfulness, O God our Father. There is no shadow of turning with thee.

We're never sure of very much in this hour in which we live, but we're sure of your favor, we're sure of your
love, we're sure of your strength. We bless you for all who have sounded the gospel trumpet today,
particularly in heathen darkness. In those areas where to our shame we confess, the feet of godly men
have not trod.

Where satan has had dominion over millions of people for centuries. Again we think of this solid block of
china, and we know so little about it, except it's the devil's playground like Russia itself. We think of other
areas of the world, and somehow the dynamite of the gospel has not shifted those areas to any degree.

And somewhere once we're told over the northern section of Africa, those sands that are buried under the
sands, churches that were once ablaze for god. But the flame has gone out. We think of the seven
churches of Asia Minor, and no longer does anybody come and preach from them to us or us to them.

You said you'd remove their candlestick if they were not faithful, and this has been done as a worldwide
testimony. They no longer bear any power. And so Lord we think of the warnings that there are in your
holy word.

We ask that we may be balanced. We pray again for our own maturity, that it seems so slow, it seems our
growth is so slow, it seems our impediments are so many. But again we pray to open the eyes of our
understanding today.

We've already sung that matchless hymn, Beyond the sacred page I seek thee Lord, my spirit pants for
thee. And as good as our fellowship is together, it is no substitute. We cannot inject into each other's spirit
that which God alone is able to give.
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We are spirits. We live in bodies, we live in tenements that will perish, but our spirits will live forever and
ever. We are eternal beings.

And we pray Lord that we may be not mesmerized by the world around us, not cheated in any way from
our rightful inheritance in Jesus Christ. You said Lord, and it's almost embarrassing to quote it, that with
Jesus you have freely given us all things. And somehow we seem to paddle on the edge of the ocean
instead of leaping in and discovering all the great possibilities of grace.

So again we give you thanks for your children everywhere. Every precious Christian in the world we thank
you for them. Everyone is a light in its darkness.

Everyone is salt helping to keep the world from corrupting worse and worse. Give we pray the comfort and
strength to those precious Christians in captivity. Those who know nothing of freedom, they don't know a
half day off, maybe not an hour of rest.

We pray for them as they're brutally assailed by, on their minds, by the devil, and in their spirits, and even
in their bodies. Give them that comfort that they need which is beyond my understanding anyhow. Oh God
how, how spoiled we are.

Our very freedom somehow can cause us to erode spiritually. We've no taskmasters, we've no one to put
us into line unless we hear the voice of the Spirit constantly bringing a correction to us. We're so prone if
not to wonder in the flesh, the fleshy nature of the heart, the fleshy nature of our very physical bodies will
draw us to one side or the other.

So again we thank you for your word. Make it precious and rich we pray and quicken us, and quicken us
through it in Jesus name. I was going to tell you and I forgot, brother Neville Winger that was with us a few
months ago had a stroke, just a few weeks ago, the first of July I think.

Prayer was made for him, he's been going at a good pace and he has a great burden with that task of his
out in the ocean on that island. But he lost the use on one side and totally lost his voice, which is very hard
on him because he teaches a lot. And yet within a month or six weeks it's almost all restored.

His voice is back anyhow and he isn't as energetic, but there he is, he's made a pretty good recovery and
that's, he's one of the great men I know. I met him more years ago than I can remember, but he's always
been precious. I want to read some verses now from the gospel as John left it for us, recorded by John, in
the sixth chapter.

This you may or may not know is the longest chapter in this gospel. And you know I find it difficult to find
which is the key word in John's gospel. He mentions in this one chapter, the sixth chapter, he mentions the
disciples 12 times and I think in the, in the book he mentions disciples about 48 times.

But then there's another word that is very emphatically laid in this gospel and that is the word believe. In
the, in the next to the last chapter, which is what the 19th chapter if I remember right, the 19th, the 20th
chapter and verse 30, he says, many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are
not written in this book. There is no complete record of the life of Jesus anywhere.

Verse 31, these are written that you might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Now that word
believe is, is mentioned about 51 times and believed is mentioned 27 times, so you see again that he is
very emphatic. The other emphatic word that he gives us in this gospel is that it's the gospel of life.
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Life is mentioned 43 times in this wonderful version of John's alone, not in the New Testament, but 41
times he's stressing life and altogether about a hundred times nearly believe, believe, believe, because
that is essential to true life in the Lord Jesus Christ. All right the verses I want to read a verse 66 down into
69. From that time many of his disciples went back and walked no more with him.

Then Jesus said unto the twelve, will ye also go away? Then Simon Peter answered, as you would expect,
Lord to whom shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life and we believe and are sure, I like that, we
believe and are sure, the suggestion is that he's established on a rock, there's nothing going to move him,
we believe and are sure that thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God. All right to whom shall we go?
For thou hast the words of eternal life. You know sermons have strange origins.

I talked with a young man in Phoenix as we went out a couple of weeks ago and I found him one of the
most interesting young men. He's only in his 30s but he had a depth of spirituality that was just, just
beautiful. He has been in a church, he's in a church which is very lively and he's gone through the
charismatic cycle and there's been a lot of excitement.

But now he's getting down to earth and he's finding that people are kicking against many things that he
said. But I mentioned something to him about Hebrews and as we came back to that city, a lady said to
me, you know the pastor came in the pulpit last Sunday and she said his prayer was just, just unbelievably
beautiful and then he stood there and he read through the epistle to the Hebrews from the first word to the
last and then pronounced the benediction. I'm sure a lot of people discovered things in that book that they
had never heard emphasized before.

The book had suddenly become alive and he wanted to share. I understand I've never been to a meeting
in the Christian Science Group but I understand that they only read each Sunday a selection of the
writings of Mrs. Baker Eddy. They think she's the source of wisdom and there's no comment made.

They do have lectures in other areas true enough but normally they read a sermon by Mrs. Baker Eddy
and sometime it might do us good just to read the word of God through like that. But the origin I don't know
whether it is because I talked to him about Hebrews or what. But preachers often find their inspiration in
strange ways.

You know I believe as long as we live God will present us with challenges. He has to provoke us to good
works. And I discovered on this trip that there were children who provoke me.

Now children can provoke in the wrong way I know. But I mean a child that provokes you in the spiritual
area. One of them was a boy in the home.

He's the brother of the boy I mentioned who is the artist. He's a big upright fellow handsome young man
with a beard in a university. And recently he kind of dropped a bombshell in the house.

He said dad you know I just love devotions in the house. Dad you just make us have devotions even if at
times we seem to rebel. But please keep up those devotions because I've learned more in family
devotions I think than I have going to church.

And I want you to know what that means and that's why I say as children. It will be infinitely more difficult if
you raise your children from the time they can understand until they're teenagers. It will be infinitely more
difficult for them to wander away from God than if they had no family altar.
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In fact the church in the house is what the New Testament talked about and I think we might even go back
to that. So I was challenged by that boy saying that the devotions in the home had meant more to him
even than preaching. The second challenge came through a nine-year-old boy who was in the house
where we stayed.

He's not nine he's now 13. He's a big healthy fellow and well he's an average teenager. He's 13 years of
age and one day as we were going to the meeting his mother said we didn't tell you about him did we?
And I said about what? I said he's a big healthy boy.

She said yes but you know when he was nine he was uncoordinated. The school he goes to they play
kickball but when he lifted one foot he fell over. His teacher was very disturbed he's mentally retarded.

He's on the verge of being mentally retarded. And this was a trouble to us. At that time their only son and
here he's in this mess.

Good looking black haired boy but he can't keep his balance. He can't keep up with studies at school.
There were two outstanding things about that boy.

One was he came to his daddy one day and said daddy you keep saying that with God all things are
possible. Now the doctors and others don't help me. Now listen daddy I'm going to talk to God.

And he said well that's great. Nine years remember I'm going to talk to God. So he said I went and talked
to him you saved my heavenly father and I said to him Lord I need healing my body isn't right.

I fall over if I get on one leg. And the other thing is I'm slow mentally. Within a few weeks he was
coordinated.

The schoolteacher came to see the parents and said look the schoolteacher said I go to a certain church
they have a tv show but she said I don't understand what's happened to your boy. He says something
about praying. Yes the well that's it.

We told him that since he believed God could do anything he should go to God. So he went and the Lord
touched his body and the Lord has touched. She said he keeps up with the rest of the class he's doing
great.

Is that the answer to it? Oh I go to a famous church where they flash out every Sunday in a building a 17
million dollar job and another one in Florida. But I never heard anything like that in my life. You know the
thing that led to my mind was this a little child shall lead them.

But that teacher with all the knowledge did not understand. The other thing the boy said when he wanted
anything he came to his daddy. Now daddy said you know daddy spoiled boys very often.

And uh so I suggest in future instead of asking me for something you ask the Lord. I could give you it you
don't need it but he won't. So the little fellow prayed for something and it came mysteriously.

Now daddy wasn't listening behind the door he prayed on his own there's no communication. And he
prayed again and God supplied his need. And after a few months he came to his daddy and he said you
know daddy I find it easy to get things from God and get them from you.
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Well I said I think that's great. Man if that boy keeps developing faith like that for his healing physically
mentally and then believing God will supply his need. I'm not saying everybody has to go away I'm telling
you these children challenge me.

The third was a story that's remarkable a challenge that's remarkable. As soon as I heard it I went in a
room and fell on my knees and gave God some praise. Maybe you read about a little girl that was
kidnapped in Canada 12 years of age.

A man had dug a hole through the basement pardon me from his garage. It looked like a bomb proof
shelter they said. And one night he kidnapped the little girl only three blocks away from home and he put
that 12 year old child in the basement.

Hardly any food no light no communication total darkness and kept her there for over six months. And it
seemed by accident she was discovered. He raped the child he abused the child in every way.

For six months no daylight no daddy no mummy no toys no friends. That would drive most people up the
wall. She's the emotions of a child she hasn't the understanding either mentally or emotionally.

12 years of age she had a birthday in that hellhole. She came out at 13 years of age by accident. The man
who usually pulled the trapdoor over hadn't put it over and his wife discovered where he'd been going.

She didn't know where he went at night. When she shone the light down she just saw a pair of feet and
she called the cops and said my husband seems to have committed suicide jumping down a hole. The
police lured a rope and they pulled him out.

They were going to close up the hole and one of them said I thought I heard a moan and he looked down
he said there was a light and there he said I saw the little thing. She had lost nearly 15 pounds. She was
as pale as the paper.

She'd been abused no one knows how many times. She'd been in the darkness with very little food. Again
no friends no toys nothing to divert her attention.

Living misery and wonder what in a world a brute was going to do. As the man came up with a little child
he saw a piece of paper and he picked it up and she'd written this on the paper. God is with me.

God is with me. He'll bring me through. He moves in mysterious ways but I'm sure he'll bring me through.

I knelt down and thanked God for parents who'd instilled into that child's mind that God moves in
mysterious ways. That child's got some faith and I knelt down and thanked God either for the parents or
the teachers and as I knelt like that I tried to imagine my own reaction in a prison like that for six months
without daylight, without sufficient food, without friends, without communication as some terrible monster
coming at me when he wanted. And as I knelt there this thought came to me and I grabbed a piece of
paper and put it down.

That in every prison-like circumstance trials, testings, tribulation we do to do one of two things. We go to
panic or we go to praise. And the child was really praising God.

He moves in mysterious ways. She wasn't griping and complaining and that drove me to this text. One
hymn writer says, O all embracing mercy thou ever opened o'er.
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How should I do without thee when heart and eye run o'er. When all things seem against us to drive us to
despair. We know one ear is open.

One ear will hear our prayer. And this drove me to the text that I've quoted to you right now where this man
of God is facing the Lord Jesus and Jesus says to him, or he says, Jesus says to him, To whom shall we
go? For thou hast the words of eternal life. This chapter is full of miracle from beginning to end.

It's full of sensation. It's full of drama. It's full of everything that the people like.

Jesus in this chapter feeds the 5,000. He walks on the water. Miracle, pharaoh's miracle.

And they're excited about it. And then suddenly again he, he turns again to his teaching. He says, except
you eat of my flesh and drink of my blood.

You have no life in you. And listen to what they said. You see when Jesus went on smoothly and he
healed their sick and he gave them food and everything, they were very thrilled.

But Jesus laid down conditions of discipleship. And he said them in the synagogue of all places. You talk
about courage to preach a thing like that, in the synagogue, not in the open air now.

These things he taught in the synagogue, verse 59 says. These things said he in the synagogue as he
taught in Capernaum. Many therefore of his disciples when they heard this said, this is a hard saying.

Verse 66, from that time many of disciples went back and walked with him no more. You see they didn't
just turn away, they turned back. He laid down the conditions of discipleship.

That they were to eat of his flesh, which to me suggests his humanity, and drink of his blood, the divine
miracle of redemption. In other words it wasn't lip service any more. It was entering into a unity with him.

It was entering into a life with him. And when they heard that, they were not too concerned about following
him. You see there is no way at all, as I said repeatedly, there's no way for us to escape trials and tests
and tribulations.

I saw some comments somewhere about this monstrous man in Russia who can lift what nobody dreamed
any man would ever lift. I think it was 500 pounds clean lifting like that, down and up. Well how many times
do you think he's practiced that? Why many a man ties 120 or something and he keels over, he gets to
200, he thinks it's wonderful.

And here this monstrous man gets hold of this huge barbell and lifts it up, there he is. And every time he's
done it from his infancy upward, he's been strengthening those muscles until eventually he can carry that
load. Well how can I prove myself to God except in testings and trials and tribulations? There is no other
way.

Now either I go sour in them and say God has forgotten to be gracious, or on the other hand I sing in the
storm. I thought of the little girl down there, deprived of so many things. Do you remember what Paul says
a little bit later to the Corinthians? We're troubled on every side.

I don't believe God lets many people be troubled on every side. We crack under it, we get troubled on one
side, it's bad enough. I thought of my own experience.
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You see people think you just preach, it's a kind of a philosophy. No, no, no, no. I remember being a
crumpled heap of broken flesh at three o'clock in the morning in sub-zero weather in Chicago, where I
couldn't move anything but my fingers.

And immediately said my ministry is wrecked for two or three years. My wife and children are 4,000 miles
away. They're going to be colossal bills.

Everything floods your mind at once. Now I'll tell you what I've made up my mind to do by the grace of
God. I'm not going to hurt God.

I sure don't want to hurt anybody else, but I'm not going to hurt God. And this got down, down, down in my
spirit this week. You see this man had had, the Lord Jesus had a great following in this chapter.

In the 28th verse it says, they said unto him, what shall we do that we might do the works of God? Oh boy,
don't we love to do. God isn't concerned what I do, he's concerned what I be, what I am. You remember
the young, rich young ruler said, well what shall I do to inherit eternal life? And God, Jesus hit him right,
right where it was sore, because he made an idol of his success.

And Jesus says, you sell everything you have. There's a certain man broadcasting out of Dallas and
apparently recently said on the TV, you know people ask me why I drive a big Cadillac. He said, well
Jesus rode a Cadillac in his day, it was a donkey.

There's only evidence once he did that, and he did it in line of prophecy. And some of the youngsters
picked him up and said, oh so he identifies with Jesus because he rides a donkey. Does he identify with
Jesus by saying, I've nowhere to lay my head? Does he identify with Jesus to say, I have a Gethsemane?
Kids are not fools.

Then said unto him, what shall we do that we might do the works of God? Oh if we could walk on the
water, if we could do these miracles and feed the multitude, if we could cast out devils, well that would suit
us fine wouldn't it? But supposing deep down in my heart I doubt him, and I'm convinced more and more
as I've said almost facetiously, that speaking generally of Christians today, we're the biggest bunch of
unbelieving believers God's ever had to deal with. Most of us never had our backs to the wall in a truest
sense of the word. I say Paul says, I'm troubled not on one side, on every side.

I'll tell you I felt it when I was picked up in a mess and put in a hospital bed. And the only thing that kept me
from, I never before God, I never grumbled once, I never questioned once what he was doing. And when
Dr. Tozer came to the end of my bed at four o'clock in the morning, with his scarf around his neck as pale
as a ghost, and he said, Len.

And I said, Doctor don't worry, I got two promises. One is that, one is I shot through the air from that upper
story of that burning building to the ground. God gave me a promise, I shall not die but live.

And as I lay here in bed he gave me the other promise, ask for God, his ways are perfect. And I said those
are my crutches, I'm going to get through, I'll need crutches, but these are the best crutches that there are.
You see in this other verse, the next verse 29, Jesus answered and said unto him, this is the work of God
that ye believe on him whom he hath sent.

Now I believe the greatest thing I can do to God is swear my allegiance to him come hell or high water.
Jesus said in the 14th of John, believe me and if it mystifies you, believe me for the very work's sake. You
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see there's not a believer here or anywhere else who isn't living in a fishbowl.

Everybody's got eyes for us. They know our mood, they know when we're up, they know when we're
down, they know when we're excited, we reveal it, they know when we're crushed. Now I'm not saying
there are not times of sorrow, sure there are.

But we sang that lovely hymn of Isaac Watson. Man when I get to heaven I want to talk with him for a long
while. He wrote when I surveyed a wondrous cross.

He wrote that lovely hymn, am I a soldier of the cross. He wrote that lovely hymn, come ye that love the
Lord and let your joys be known. The man knows the depth of sorrow and agony and he owes the ecstasy.

After all this has come to me, it may not fit anybody, I don't care, I'm telling you what God spoke to my
heart. But God says in his presence there is fullness of joy and if I live in his presence I can live in fullness
of joy. My spirits may be down, circumstances may be against me.

I think of the psalmist David, he had it as rough as anybody. Sure he plays his harp and has a great time in
the 23rd Psalm. But there are times when his wall broke up.

He had a rebel son that tried to pull the throne from under him. He tried to steal the crown off his head. He
was in peril of his own son and yet he says on one occasion, my heart is fixed.

I like that. I don't know anything else in the world that is fixed apart from there. Our emotions are not fixed.

Our circumstances are not fixed. Our future is not fixed. There's a thousand things, but he says my heart is
fixed.

I'm not sure if it wasn't what, it sounds like him who wrote a hymn. My heart is fixed eternal God, fixed on
me and my immortal choices made Christ for me. You can fault the apostle if you like, like everybody else
on certain scores.

But I'll tell you one thing, you can never find a murmur in him. He says we're troubled on every side, but
we're not distressed. We're persecuted, but we're not forsaken.

We're cast down, but we're not destroyed. I like Phillips's version there. He says we're knocked down, but
not out.

I noticed a comment there on the radio, was it yesterday, where somebody had been fighting and he said
they knocked him down in the fourth round and he got up and won the fight after about six more. He was
knocked down, he wasn't knocked out. Sure we're going to get abused.

From the moment Adam transgressed against God, you and I and everybody else, we're living in enemy
territory. We're living where Satan's going to do everything he can to expose us to everything he can. But
you know what? The good book says doesn't it, that greater is he that is in you than he that is in the world.

You see again the Spirit of God bears witness. I remember being in a certain meeting where a brother laid
down the law and it was just something, morning after morning. And just before I got up to speak after him
about the third morning, I thought to myself, well how in the world will people remember all these do's and
don'ts and do's and don'ts that this man's laid down.
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I couldn't have faulted them, they were fine. And then suddenly I got this thought, again the Holy Spirit who
is in us, he is the one that constrains us or restrains us. He is the one that says yes or no.

The Word of God says he will guide you into all truth. I say I don't want to hurt anybody but I can grieve the
Holy Spirit. You know I listened to some of that radio stuff and that TV show out there, it was sickening and
putrid.

You see a man in a snow white suit and his coat is all covered with sequins and he moves and dazzles
like Liberace or somebody in the light and he's proclaiming the whole council and he can tell you what you
have in your pocket and he can read your mind. And somebody else dancing, jumping two feet in the air
because they got a bit more money than somebody else. It seemed to me God is a businessman.

They talk money, money, money, money, building, building, building. Well it's a sign of the end of the day,
one of the signs. The Word of God says before Jesus comes is as they did in the days of Noah, they
bought, they sold, they planted and they builded.

And everybody's building even, even in the Church of God. They're building bigger businesses, they're
building bigger buildings. I don't find much to substantiate it here in the Word of God.

God isn't in big business. God is a spirit. He's a spirit, I'm a spirit.

And as a hymn writer says, spirit to spirit thou dost speak. Remember that in Ephesians it says that we're
to grieve not, Ephesians 4 30, grieve not the Holy Spirit of God. You know I, I, I remember talking to a
world famous person and he said this, he said well I did wrong but the Lord hasn't punished me for it.

In the Old Testament he used to punish people. You know the more I say I walk with God and the Spirit
guides me, I better watch every step because I'm in for more trouble than anybody else. Just this morning
I was reading about the two, two of the sons of Aaron.

Do you remember they went in the tabernacle in the wilderness? They picked up the right sensors, they
put the right oil in, it was the right time and they waved them and said their prayer and God smote the pair
of them dead. Why? It was the right time to go in, it was the right sensor, it was the right oil and God smote
them dead and so angry was he but he said to their father look you don't mourn over them, cast their
bodies away. It was a detail.

They took the wrong coals from the altar, that's all they did. They took the wrong coals from the wrong
place to make that incense burn and because of that you see God had told them again and again you
shall not defile it by this. It's a very simple thing as I've said more and more but God was very patient with
Moses.

He never rebuked him for being a murderer but when he lost his temper for 30 seconds and smote the
rock instead of speaking to him it cost him 40 years he was penalized. Oh that's the old dispensation. Well
then don't ever quote to me that Jesus Christ is the same yesterday today and forever or thou God change
us not.

You see if I'm his if I've sworn my allegiance to him he demands every bit of obedience and I believe two
things that hurt God. One is my disobedience and the other is my unbelief. I think again it was Isaac Watts
that wrote for him begun unbelief my savior is near and for my relief will surely appear.
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By faith let me wrestle and he will perform with Christ in the vessel I smile at the storm. There is no place
anywhere anytime that God has promised us immunity from testing and trial. I say one of two things we go
down under it.

We get bitterer or better through that circumstance and yet we know this God never pulls any tricks. Either
I say Lord I'm getting more than I can bear or I look to him and say thank you Lord you've trusted me. Do
you know why? Because he said I won't put anything on you that you're not able to bear and if I do do that
and I break under it I'll tell you something you don't get back to the place that you left by just saying a
prayer.

Just this past week I've meditated on this fact that people so seldom are asked to repent anymore. And
when they do they just say I'm sorry but that is not it. Sorrow is not repentance.

Repentance is loving the thing I've done, hating it. Actually it means a change of mind for the sinner it
means this that when he's thought good of himself and that God was ugly that he'd send him to hell. The
sinner says God is right and I'm wrong he's right if he sends me to hell.

And I was walking this way in darkness I step out of darkness into light out of the kingdom of satan into the
kingdom of his dear son. I love that thing. And I believe that what John Wesley preached on more than
anything else maybe to believers I don't know which was the most.

One he preached on the witness of the spirit. The second thing he preached on was repentance to
believers. A godly sorrow.

Again I say when we preach about sin we say well sin will hurt you and sin will hurt the person you commit
sin with or against. But first of all sin hurts God. It's a transgression against the law of God.

And God is hurt. The crowd have left him from that time forward. Many of his disciples verse 66 went back
and they walked no more with him.

Isn't that terrible? Do you think they realize that he was a holy son of God? I don't know how this affects
you I don't have to I can only tell you what God told me I'd rather have preached something else than
nearly did. Can you imagine those people standing before the holiest man that ever lived? God incarnate?
Sure they said in the 60th verse many of his disciples when they heard this said this is a hard saying. Ah
God's all right when he does things good for me.

When everything's easy and it's smooth. I love the Lord now he looks after me. This is all these boys blow
up on tv and radio.

You know I gave God a hundred dollars give me a thousand back. You know I did this I did that. Oh
wonderful wonderful wonderful.

Somebody taught like that the other day I said would you go home and read the fourth chapter of the first
letter of Paul to the Corinthians and then go home and read the fourth chapter in the second letter to the
Corinthians. Where Paul says unto this present hour we suffer need. You know the church in the
revelation that swaggered because she she'd everything.

I think of it when I see that old peacock that comes around our house. If you anybody would like to take it
please come and get the thing his wife with him. But you know they stood up and down outside the house.
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It's a beautiful bird it can't sing a note. And there's some little black bird or something flies up there in a
tree in the morning and I listen man man man. Oh it trills it goes up and down reminds me of the English
thrush or the nightingale.

Yeah the peacock does all the strutting. He doesn't even lay the eggs. He can't sing but he shows off a lot.

The church in the revelation did exactly that. She was rich and increased in goods and she she displayed
all she had. Another church is very shy and says you know we're not like that number one church.

We don't have the quality qualifications and the quality they have. And we feel awfully inferior. Then the
master comes up who runs the business and he says you're rich and increased in goods and you need of
nothing and thou knowest not you're naked wretched poor blind miserable.

And he goes to the little church and says I know thy poverty but thou art rich. Oh what a personality coat
we have today. I was looking at 44th verse of the fifth chapter where it says how can ye believe which
receive honor one of another and seek not the honor that cometh from God only.

Now this may not mean much to you but to me it does because you know you're going to a meeting and
somebody stands up and says here's a brother who's written so many books and he's known this and he's
that and the other. I don't let anybody introduce me anymore. I say you just say Leonard Ramey will
speak.

Keep all your adulation and all your honors for the next man he loves it I hate it. I'm just your brother I
happen to write a book or two all right. God gave me privileges all right but I'm not strutting about it.

Oh we're so choked up honoring people it takes 15 minutes to get through the honors list. As Dr. Tozer
said in one great conference I I'm tired of going to conferences to watch men strut. I know that thou art rich
thou art poor.

I know thy poverty thou art rich. Oh the jewels that are for the soul if we only find them. The precious
things as the book says of the lasting hills.

It calls them something else that we don't always like. It talks about the treasures of darkness. Oh there
are tunnels everybody has to go through it depends how you get through them that's the issue.

But you know when you've gone through them and you've proved God on every count and you come out
you feel you've got a lot of treasures you couldn't have gotten in any other single way. Jesus said a few
hard words. Oh they didn't say a thing when he fed the five thousand.

They were they they enjoyed it. In fact they got so excited in that chapter they were going to make him
king. This is the man we want.

He answers our problems. This is socialized food social everything's easy with this man around. And
talked about the supernatural you know he walked on the water yesterday we were all breathless amazed.

Now if it said some of the people left him it would be one thing. But it says many of his disciples when they
heard these sayings they said this is a hard saying. Well are we just after the sweet and not the bitter easy
days and not the hard days.
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I say these this these men will be astonished when they stand at the judgment seat of Christ and see that
they could touch him and handle him and walk with him and talk with him and they rejected him. Can you
see them pale faced when they stand before billions of people at the judgment seat and say we we didn't
really understand you're the son of God the rabbis none of us were against you and we we listened to
other people's counsel. I admit sometimes I kept sure yes this is the one that Isaiah spoke about.

Yes I stood in the crowd and I heard a man say behold the Lamb of God the most amazing thing I think
any man was privileged to utter. And yet you see so many people counsel against you and other people
said there have been magicians around like this. Oh I'm blazing mad now and God sentences them
because they rejected the son of God.

How much harder will it be for us who have the total revelation of God. We should hear his voice sure we
should obey that voice sure. From that time many went back from following him.

And so Jesus says to Peter and to the twelve will you also go away and Peter answered him. It's like Peter
he always seemed to have a an answer ready to pop out in me. But I like his answer.

Do you know what it revealed two things it revealed that Peter had shed any confidence in the existing
system that he'd been following and it gladdened the heart of Jesus Christ because he realized he got
through to him. Well how do you know because Jesus had said in 60 verse 63 it is the spirit of quickness
the flesh profit of nothing the words that I speak unto you. God to whom shall we go.

Well we can apply that in the day in which we live can't we. Where will you go if we lose faith if we lose
where do you go tell me where you go. Every exit is blocked.

If God isn't real if his word isn't true if I can't stand it in the most crucial hour of my life. Well where will you
go where will you go tell me where you'll go. And Peter has realized this look Lord there's nowhere else we
can go.

We come unto thee because thou hast the words of eternal life. Where do you go for hope if God's word
isn't true. It's the only light in the tunnel.

If promises are yea and amen they're aren't always unveiled to us maybe as we'd like. And there's surely a
price to pay for knowing the complete total will of God. To whom shall we go for thou hast the words of
eternal life.

Where shall we go for mercy if Jesus Christ can't give it to us. Where shall we go for pardon if his death is
not efficacious for us. Where shall we go for rest.

Where shall we go for joy. His word says in his presence there is fullness of joy and in his right hand there
are pleasures forevermore. Again I say I'm challenged by a little school girl she disturbed my thinking.

A little weak thing that's left in a cave without communication for six solid months. I don't know how many
days that is I didn't work it out. But if you work it out the days and then work out the minutes and think that
that little thing is days and hours and months in a basement without relief without anyone to speak to her
dreading every time the man moves that wretched door to come down there.

And she says he works in mysterious ways his wonders to perform. That was the work of a man who was
on his way to commit suicide. Everything had docked against him shut him in on every side and he called
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a cab.

He said the cab driver drive me to so and so. And as they moved I guess it was in the city of London.
Calfer that wrote some of our loveliest hymns.

I'm not sure whether he was saved or not at that time it doesn't matter. But this I know he had got to such
a situation there was no way out. I think he's actually insane.

He said to the cab driver drive me to so and so intending to jump in the river Thames and drown himself.
And between here and there a fog descended. Terrible London fog.

We drove through one yesterday morning that slowed us down considerably. I'll tell you what I noticed that
when we went down in the valley it was thicker fog but once you climb the height no fog. I said Martha look
there that looks like a lake over there.

Do you know it's just fog low cloud lying in the valley. And it made me think of the hymn I'm pressing on
the upward way. I don't want to live in doubts and fears and depressions that lie.

The devil will cheat me unless I'm careful. I'm made to live up there. Calfer got almost to the river.

The man was taking too long and so he signaled on the top of the cab he was in. The old fella pulled the
horse over and he put his head out and he said where are we? He said sir I don't know where we are. Well
would you get down and see? Well it's a house.

I said ask where we are. He knocked on the door. Where are we? Oh they said this is the residence of Mr.
Cowper.

You call him Cooper maybe a Cowper C-O-W-P-E-R. What? I drove all around the city and came back to
my own door. And he went in and wrote the wonderful hymn.

God moves in a mysterious way his wonders to perform. He plants his footstep in the sea. He rides upon
the storm.

Deep in unfathomable minds of never failing skill. He treasures up his bright designs and works his
sovereign will. His purposes will come to pass.

Unfolding every hour. The bird may have a bitter taste but sweet will be the flower. The other day I shared
some thoughts on a message I haven't preached except when I was here first I guess.

On the eagle. And the thing that the Lord stressed to my mind. He stresses different things at different
times I guess to all of us when we read the word.

And the thing that he stressed was this. They that wait. They that wait.

They that wait. You know there's a slang phrase you see sometimes in some of these stores on the side of
the road. You know they've all those kinds of signs that you can buy.

And one of them said if God seems far away. Who moved? Pretty simple and pretty profound. If I'm God
today when I'm riding success or riding anything else and suddenly the clouds enfold me and everything
else and darkness comes.
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Who moved? I'm convinced of this. I may not convince you and that's all right. But I'm convinced of this.

If we waited on the Lord more we'd make less blunders. Both in mental decisions and spiritual decisions.
Wait on the Lord and he shall strengthen thine heart.

And then the psalmist says he adds again. Wait I say on the Lord. Listen I'm not saying it once.

I'm saying it twice. I'm stressing it. You know I said to the folk the other day.

It seems sometimes if we have to do something in a hurry we give God the brush off. Well I won't have any
meditation now or time of prayer. I'll do it at the end of the day.

And usually you know what? We come home so tired we can't concentrate to do it. And then we say I wish
I'd done it. I remember one day talking to a nurse at a hospital.

She said this and I'd never forgotten it. She said it straight as we stood there. She said can I give you a
verse? I said yes.

She said well I got it recently and it blessed me and this was it. In the morning rest your elbows on the
windowsills of heaven and gaze upon your Lord. Then with that vision in that your heart go forth to meet
the day.

Isn't that beautiful? In the morning lean your elbows on the windowsills of heaven and gaze upon my Lord.
I'm telling you you know this that he's unchangeable. God has no grudge in his heart against you.

God has no bitterness. Whom the Lord loveth he chastens. Man when I saw that man with with some
plasticine.

I used to work with plasticine. You couldn't tell what I'd made unless I told you what it was afterwards. But I
looked at that horse.

The muscles there in its thighs. The jaw bones showing through. Ah he said but you see Len this is my
beautiful horse.

It's from a famous quarter horse. And he said I photographed it and he had it there every way blown up.
And he said I measure it.

And he made a chart how thick its neck was. And then it's set locks and working upwards. And he had
everything there.

And he said I work everything nothing to chance. Everything must be done to scale. Well I'll tell you what I
believe God is a greater sculptor than that man.

Isn't it amazing? I puzzle over it sometimes where at the end of the greatest hymn of poetry of love ever
written. The apostle says now we see through a glass darkly. Doesn't seem to fit in with the poem.

It's like the end of the 23rd psalm where he says he anointed my head. Ah forget it that's that's not that's
that's part of another poem. It doesn't fit in there.

Why doesn't it? Well if you're only used to putting motor oil in your car maybe that's the only oil you know.
But what about anointing my head with oil? Because in that day and in some countries still today. The
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shepherd has a corral like this and he has a little gate.

It has no gate. You see them on the hills of Scotland almost a complete circle and a little gap. And the
shepherd takes his plaid and he sleeps across the doorway.

So that no wolf or wild beast anyone can enter in. In the morning he lets those sheep come out and he
knows his sheep by name. And as they come out he takes oil a cow's horn full of oil and he rubs it on the
head of the sheep.

And out they go for the day. And when they come back at night very often as they've gone through the
briars there they're torn. You see they've so much wool they're protected everywhere else.

But they're not protected there on the forehead are they? Usually sheep they're not protected. And so
when he pushes through a briar or something and he gets a cut immediately the healing oil goes in. The
oil goes in.

And if it doesn't get torn the sun strokes. But you know we're protected. The same Swami says the sun
shall not smite thee by day nor the moon by night.

You know people die of moon strokes as well as sun strokes. And God's ahead of everybody. He says the
sun shall not smite thee by day.

In other words in the days of prosperity you can keep your balance. And the moon by night when the world
breaks and it's as black as hell and there's nowhere. And he says the sun shall not smite thee by day nor
the moon by night.

I say it's almost arrogant to say this. But every one of us here who know God this afternoon you're more
precious to God than the crown jewels. And nobody's ever stolen them.

They've stolen an awful lot of things. They've stolen things nobody could steal. But nobody ever touched
the crown jewels they watch.

They're guarded. They're protected. They're protected by living men.

They're protected by electricity. They're insured for millions of dollars. But we're more precious to God
than crown jewels.

He doesn't get excited about them. But he knows his own sheep. And he knows the way we take.

And that blessed hymn says his wisdom. And I love this. I like to say it every day.

I need it. His wisdom never faileth. His sight is never dim.

He knows the way he taketh. And I will walk with him. Everybody else is fallible.

We had a letter sent over today from a lady who is she's pretty well off in this life. We haven't met her
often. We had dinner in their home one night.

They've a beautiful home and everything else. I believe she inherited money. But that's by the way saying
that only to say this.
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They've every creature comfort. But she sent him a letter. Len, Martha if I'd known a year ago what I was
going through this year.

Oh I couldn't have taken it. You see that's part of God's wisdom. What did the hymn writer say? I know not
what awaits me.

God kindly veils my eyes. But every step of my onward course he makes new scenes to rise. You see he's
got it all marked out.

And if we thought it might scare us to death. Unless you say look I'm so rooted in God. I'm not shaking for
anything or anybody.

But he said this has been a very precious year. It's been a year of discovery. You know you've got to go
very deep.

Gold. I didn't see any gold on top of the streets in California or anywhere else. We happened to go to
Beverly Hills for something a man was going to get.

A lot of famous people around and they oh the jewels and the beautiful beautiful china in the windows.
Vases you know dozens of thousands or hundreds of thousands of dollars for what. I kind of smiled.

I looked at the Beverly the Wilshire Beverly Hills hotel where all the big shots go and have all their
functions. And I thought it's all tawdry. It's all tinsel.

It's all empty. But the hymn writer says there's love and life and lasting joy. Lord Jesus found in thee.

To whom shall we go? There's no other door open. There's no door of mercy. There's no door of
forgiveness.

There's no door of cleansing. There's no door for strength. There's no more door for wisdom.

As I've been traveling this last few weeks more and more as I've been driving I've been saying Lord there
are not many things I want. Years ago I might have want no no no no now. One is I'd like health and
strength to live a few more years in his mercy.

The other thing is I surely would like more wisdom from above. We're going to need it. There are testings,
there are trials, there are tribulations.

But there's nothing that God can't handle. And as this woman said in a letter the year has been rough. But
I realized this that while I don't know what's coming I put my hand in his.

And when you put it there you can say lead on O King Eternal. Whether it's the valley or the heights.
Whether it's gain or loss.

What difference does it make? I have behind me the resources of the Father and the Son and the Holy
Ghost. I have the greatest book in the world this guidebook. Sure there are testings.

But wasn't it the man who has tested as much as anybody who says when he has tried me I shall come
forth as pure gold. You say well the blood purifies us. Exactly the blood cleanses the heart.
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Correction cleanses the mind. We have to learn. We receive instruction and the more we saturate
ourselves in this book.

The more we do as the blessed old hymn says take time to be holy. Be still and know that I am God. They
that wait upon the Lord shall exchange their weakness for his strength.

And his strength is made perfect in weakness. Usually if you're looking for something you look for the
strongest. You know God uses the weakest men.

I finish with this. I think it was Hudson Taylor who was asked one day why he had been such a success.
Why did God choose you? He said because he was looking for the weakest man.

And I candidated because I had no confidence in my flesh. I had no confidence in my ability. I just came to
him in total helplessness and said it's yours take it do what you will with it.

And I've obeyed him. Father we ask that like your servant Saul, Paul that we may be able to say I was not
disobedient to the heavenly vision. We thank you again for all the resources there are in Jesus Christ your
Son and our Savior.

We're treading hostile ground. We know we have an enemy that doesn't love us in one degree. And we
have a God who doesn't hate us in one degree.

That you will with the temptation you've said make a way of escape. It doesn't come very often as quickly
as we would like. It's not the course that we would take.

But again we thank you that your wisdom never fail us and your sight is never dim. We pray Lord as we
walk with thee that we may day by day take time to be holy. And as your word says through the psalmist
wait I say on the Lord.

And again wait on the Lord. For all your patience with us we give you thanks. For all the possibilities of
grace we give you thanks.

Keep us looking to Jesus the author and the completer the finisher of our faith. We promise to give you all
the praise and glory in his name. Amen.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/20/SID20614.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/leonard-ravenhill/will-you-also-go-away/
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