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The Lord Knoweth How to Deliver the Godly
by L.R. Shelton Jr

God knows how to deliver the godly out of temptation and we should pray for faith to look away from
circumstances and to strengthen our hearts.
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Description

In this sermon, the preacher discusses the power of God to deliver His people from temptation and to
punish the unjust. He emphasizes that the sovereign God of the Bible is all-powerful and lacks nothing in
His ability to deliver. The preacher also highlights the presence of trials and evil in the world, but assures
the listeners that God's power is greater. The sermon references verses from 2 Peter chapter 2,
discussing false teachers and the consequences they face for their actions.

Transcript

In your Bible began this morning the 2nd Peter chapter 2 | want to read to you the first 9 verses 2nd Peter
chapter 2 But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers
among you who privately shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that brought them, and
bring upon themselves swift destruction. And many shall follow their pernicious ways, or assiduous ways,
by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. And through covetousness shall they with
feigned words make merchandise of you, whose judgment now of a strong time ringereth not, and their
damnation slumbereth not.

For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of
darkness to be reserved under judgment, and spared not the old world, but saved Noah the 8th person, a
preacher of righteousness, bringing him to flood upon the world of the ungodly, and turning the cities of
Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, condemning them with an overflow, making them an example unto
those that after should live ungodly, and delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the
wicked. For that righteous man dwelling among them, in fear and in hearing, vexed his righteous soul from
day to day, and with their unlawful deeds. The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptation,
and reserve the unjust under the day of judgment to be punished.

Reading the first nine verses of 2 Peter chapter 2, let us ask God's blessings again. My Father, we come
to that time when we deliver thy precious word. We cannot do it without thy Spirit working effectually in us,
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enabling us, giving us the words to speak, and taking them home to ready hearts who are in need of these
words.

And our Father, for they will do the work in each and every heart this morning. So you bless it. Give to us
that which is needful for our souls and for our lives.

Strengthen our faith, Lord, is our prayer. In Christ's name and for his sake. Amen.

This is our fourth message in going through this second chapter of 2 Peter on false preachers and
preachers. And we've come to verse 9 in our exposition. But what before it was, in our messages, we
showed you the characteristic marks of the false prophets and teachers and preachers in opening up
verses 1, 2, and 3, and a little from the rest of the chapter in our first message.

And then we gave you the contrast from the word of God of the true shepherd of God. So we could keep
the two in mind as we went through this chapter. And then last Lord's Day we had a word of warning from
verses 4, 5, and 6, when it showed us that if God spared not the angels at sin that cast them down into
hell, if he spared not the old world before Noah and only delivered eight souls by the flood, from the ark,
from the flood, the flood overcoming the world of the ungodly, if he turned the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah into ashes from brimming them with an overflow, and delivered just one, as long as, like Noah,
from the filthy conversation of the wicked that he was in, and verse 8 says that he was a righteous man
dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing and vexed his righteous soul from day to day with unlawful
deeds.

And | know all about that. | worked at a place where | had a man in the back of me, he could not speak
four words without bringing in the name of God and blaspheming. The man in the front of me, he could not
get on the phone without telling a dirty joke to any and everybody that he talked to.

| had to listen to this all day long. Around my house, Monday mornings, | always used the expression, |
said today I'm going from Jerusalem down to Jericho. Yesterday | was in Jerusalem in the house of God,
now I'm going down to Jericho among the wicked to hear that for five days.

But, if God did all of that, and he delivered Noah and he delivered Lot, Our text this morning and our
message this morning is a very encouraging word to the people of God. | want you to look at it with me,
with me in verse 9. The Lord mayeth how to deliver the godly out of temptation, and to reserve the unjust
under the day of judgment to be punished. This word's got a hold of my heart because those four words
that start that verse off.

The Lord knoweth how. Now the Lord knows how to do a trillion and one things, but it struck me as | broke
the verse down, the Lord knoweth how. What does he know how to do? He knows how to deliver the

godly.

But what's he going to deliver them out of? The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations
and trials, and even in the last day he will deliver us from that judgment and that casting into hell. The Lord
knoweth how. And | pray that God will write those words upon your heart as he's written upon mine as an
encouragement in the days in which we're living.

In this day and war of apostasy and all that surround us, this wicked and perverted generation in which
we're living, our souls are vexed with the unlawful deeds. And we know about and we see and the things
that we hear, and God knows how to deliver us out of those things. Now if all the other things be true, that
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is, the judgment of the angels, the judgment of the world before the flood, and the judgment of the cities of
Sodom and Gomorrah, if those things be true, and they were, and they are, then the Lord knows how to
deliver or to rescue the godly out of temptations and out of every trial, and then he also knows how to keep
the ungodly under chastisement under the day of judgment and doom.

So let's go over it again. The Lord knoweth how. What does he know how to do? He knows how to deliver
the godly.

Well, what is he going to deliver them out of? He's going to deliver them out of temptations, or as the word
says in other places, he delivers us from all our afflictions. And he also gives us the word in 1 Corinthians
10.13, that there was no temptation or test or trial that hath come to the sons of men the godly, but that is
common to all men. But God is faithful, in that he'll not put on us any more than we're able to bear, but he
will with the testing, the temptation, the trial, make a way of escape that we may be able to bear it.

God knows how to deliver out of a million circumstances and trials and testings, and we are to trust him.
And beloved, that's where faith comes in. So we should pray that God would strengthen our faith.

The disciples asked for that. We told them something hard, and they said, Lord, he says that Lord,
strengthen our faith. Give us more faith.

And so this is what we should do. Ask of God that he would strengthen our faith in the hour in which we
live, and that our eyes would not be upon self, our eyes would not be upon the filth and vileness and
wretchedness of the world, it should not be upon the circumstances and situations that the world is in
today, for God sits above them, and our eyes should be upon him, and our faith should be in him, for he
knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptation. So from these verses of scripture, which we've been
looking at in this chapter, these past Sundays, it is a fact that the godly, the people of God, the true
believers, they face problems and they face difficulties and they face trials.

Noah did. Lot did. They were faced with it.
Noah was a preacher of righteousness. As he built the ark, he warned. He preached.

It is said that Enoch was a preacher of righteousness in Jude. He preached the law in that same time. How
do we know what God would do? And so they were in difficulties and problems and trials.

The greatest danger, the greatest danger in the situation that you and | face today in the whole world, is
becoming from underneath and despairing and feeling that the whole thing is helpless and hopeless and
there's no deliverance that might come. The utter helplessness and the futility of going on. You know, we
sit here week after week.

We work here week after week. We've always been a little small group. As long as I've been here, I've
been here from the beginning.

And sometimes we go up and sometimes we go down. They come and they go. And God's faithful stay by
the grace of God.

But God does not want us to give away to despair. He does not want us to give away to the utter
helplessness and futility of the situation. Things over which we have no control.
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Like, He doesn't want us to get all upset at what's going on in our governments today. We can't control it.
We can't do anything about it.

Let's face it that it's there and only God knows how to deliver. Therefore, we should look to Him. The
power of evil seems to be getting worse all the time.

But God is on the throne. Everything seems to be organized against us. We'll let everything under the sun
go.

But you start talking about the Lord and the Bible and the things of this nature, and it's taboo. It's gone out
the window. And in all of this, we could be discouraged if we were not looking to Him, for Him who sits
upon the throne.

Element blasphemy, vileness, evil, sin is all around us. There's no fear of God before the eyes of men.
Every man doth what seemeth right in his own eyes.

False religion is on every hand all over the universe. How are we going to overcome all of this? False
teachers and preachers abound by the tens of thousands. And they are carried away with every wind of
doctrine that comes along.

Do we become discouraged? Our text says no. It says the Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of
temptations, out of these trials and temptations that come upon us. What encouragement then do we have
to continue standing for God? What encouragement do we have to continue to stand for the truth? What
encouragement do we have to keep on going? When the whole world seems like the days of Noah and
the days of Lot again.

Well, we certainly do not want to be like these false teachers and false preachers who denied the Lord
God. Oh, my friend, my beloved, beloved one this morning, | ask of you, please, never entertain the devil's
thought in your mind to deny the living God, to deny the Lord Jesus Christ. Oh, you say, | will never do
that.

Peter said that. And he was writing his presence all the time. And what did he do? Never say you're not.

The only thing that will hold you is the grace of God. So, our encouragement is to continue in the place
where we are. We are not, | tell you, we are not to listen to these false teachers or preachers.

We are to not even listen to those who tell us to turn back or go back. It's all helpless and all hopeless. No,
it's not.

We've got to go on. Now, there's another thing the Bible teaches, and which the health, wealth, and
prosperity people and all the cults teach, that we shouldn't have afflictions, shouldn't have trials, we
shouldn't have sickness and sorrow, and all of those things. That's not what the Word teaches.

We must understand that we're always going to confront evil. We're always going to confront the devil.
We're always going to confront the world.

We're always going to be there. There's been no difference since the first man, since the first child of God
had to stand against his brother who killed him. Therefore, we should pray that God would give us the eye
of faith to look away from circumstances, to strengthen our hearts, to encourage our hearts, and to look to
Him who is the living God, the sovereign God, who is above all of this, the one who knows how to deliver
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the godly out of temptation.

How is He going to do this? First of all, we should understand this morning that the God of the Bible, the
sovereign God who sits upon the throne, is all-powerful. He's all-powerful. There's nothing lacking in God's
power to deliver.

We must consider that God has the power to deliver. He has the power to work all things after the counsel
of His own will. The Lord God is almighty.

The Lord God is all-powerful. It is in His arms that He holds us. It is by His power that He delivers us.
Temptations are going to come. Trials are going to come. Evil will be around us.
We're going to see it held away. But He has power to deliver. Never forget that.

The one who called us and the one who saved us is the one who will hold us by His all-mighty power. And
then, even in that last day when we stand at the judgment, even then, He knows how to deliver the godly
out of that day, the day of judgment. The Lord said, | know whom | have believed.

And I'm persuaded that He is able to keep me against that day, that day, the day of judgment, that is
coming. And that day, God said He would hold us and He would keep us. So let's look at some things this
morning.

What do we face? No matter what the world does, and the world's going to spin in this chaotic condition as
far back as history tells us about. Men forget, and forget history. They forget that man has always been
wicked.

He's always been, like Whitfield said, half devil and half beast. He's already always carried out these
things that we see today. God allows it.

We don't understand God's ways or past finding out, but God is on the throne. No matter how the world
reduces itself to utter chaos, still God is above it. God is more powerful than Satan.

God is more powerful than the world. God is more powerful than anything. And | praise Him that out of
chaos, as we've seen down through the years and the centuries and the ages, out of chaos God has
worked His purpose.

You go back through history. Did all of y'all read those two books on history of the church that we got out
of Stan Wolf and we present? If you haven't, y'all are reading them. God has never let the church die.

God has never gone off and left His people. They had been persecuted. They had been killed.

They had been treated terrible. But He hadn't gone off and left them. And God's people should be like the
three Hebrew children when they wouldn't bow down to Nebuchadnezzar's idol and worship it.

And all they did was stand and go all ahead against Him with their story. They stood for the truth. They
stood for God.

And Nebuchadnezzar said, Don't you know that | have power to throw you in that furnace? And it heated
seven times hotter than it was. And they came back and said, Our God, whom we serve, shall deliver,
either by life or by death. He will deliver.
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We can always bank on God's faithfulness to deliver. And that should encourage our hearts. So in all of
the chaos that we see today, and there's rumblings everywhere, that area around Palestine and the
Jewish nation of Israel, that whole area in there is just sitting on a powder keg waiting for somebody to
light the fuse.

Everything's in a chaotic condition. But as we face these things, as we consider what stares us in the face,
even this next year, for we've heard, | have heard, the failing of the stock market. It's going to go down and
bust.

The economy’s going to go way down. Everything's going to be in a chaotic condition. The Y2K event that
people are talking so much about is only a little over a year away, if it's going to come.

It's faceless, it's stared us in the face. Our nation is becoming more wicked day by day. More people are
being deceived by the false teachers and prophets.

But brother, in spite of all of that, as it was with Lot, and as it was with Noah, God is on the throne. And
God is above all of it. He knows how to deliver us out of the situation that we may find ourselves to be in.

So how are you going to take care of all of this ministry if all of this happens? | don't know. | didn't know
how to take care of it last week. | didn't know how to take care of it 20 years ago.

| didn't know how to take care of it 10 years ago. Where are you going to get your money? In the same
place you've been getting it for all these many years. God's on the throne.

Now suppose that there's no economy. All right, there's no economy. I'll go through one depression, I'll go
through another one, by the grace of God.

| lived through the 30s. You should have lived through the 30s. Then you would have known what a
depression is.

| lived through it. | could tell you a lot of stories about it. And I'm sure there's at least two more here this
morning that could tell us about the 30s.

Did God deliver? Certainly He did. He brought us to this hour. And the thing, | praise God, we should
remember let faith be in operation.

Because the God we serve, the God of the Bible, is a God who is spoken of like this. The Lord has
searched me and known me. Thou knowest my downsittings and mine uprisings.

Thou understandest my thoughts afar off. Thou compassed my path and my lying down and are
acquainted with all of my ways. The Lord is everywhere.

For there's not a word in my tongue but, O Lord, Thou knowest it altogether. Thou hast beset me behind
and before and laid Thine hand upon me. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me.

It is high. | cannot attain unto it. Whither shall 1 go from Thy Spirit? Or whither shall | flee from Thy
presence? If | ascend up into heaven, thou art there.

If | make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. If | take the wings of the morning and dwell in the
outermost parts of the sea, even there shall Thy right hand lead me and Thy right hand shall hold me. If |
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stay dark, surely the darkness will cover me.

Even the night shall be light about me. Yea, the darkness hideth not from Thee, but the night shineth as
the day, the darkness and the light are both the light to Thee. This ought to tell us that God knows where
we are.

He knows our thoughts, our down sittings, our uprisings. He's acquainted with all of our ways. Nothing
escapes His notice.

Beloved, let me tell you something. If He loved me enough to die for me, if He loved me enough to shed
His precious blood, that | might be delivered from going down to the pit, if He sent the Holy Spirit in His
power to regenerate me and make me a new creation in Christ, and adopted me into His family, and made
me a child of the living God, if He did all of that, does He want to lose me? No. He doesn't.

He wants to keep us by His almighty power. The Lord knows how to deliver. And so let's face it.

God has allowed evil. He permits it. We do not know why or how, but we do know the word says, and I'll
have to read that in Romans chapter 11.

It's so precious to my heart. Last night, all the depth of the riches, both of the wisdom and knowledge of
God, how unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out. Who hath known the mind of the
Lord? Who hath been His counselor? Who hath first given to Him, and shall be recompensed to Him
again? For of Him, and through Him, and through Him are all things to Him be glory forever.

Amen. But that 33rd verse, the depth of the riches, both of the wisdom and knowledge of God, how
unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out. Beloved, we don't know the mind of God
and why God does things as He does.

We don't know why He has permitted evil. We don't know why He desired to save precious souls out of the
human race. We don't know what moved Him except His love that He sent His Son to be the propitiation
for our sins.

But would you know one thing? He has permitted all of this, but He keeps it in bounds. Read the book of
Job. The Lord said, Satan said to God, You see Job? Yes, He said, He's a righteous man.

He hates evil. He said, but He only worships you and prays you because of what you've done to Him.
Take away all His possessions if you give Him.

He'll pierce you to your face. All right, the Lord said to Satan, Therefore make him to do it. Don't touch him.

He took everything away from me. And what did he do? He cried. When his wife came to him, he said, The
Lord give it and the Lord take it.

Blessed be the name of the Lord. Naked came | into the world and naked | will go up. And then Satan
came back again and he said, If you just take that head, that you've built around His person away, He'll
pierce you to your face.

He said, All right, do what you want to do, but don't take His life. So He sent him those boils which he had
for nearly a year. There was a limit.
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There's a limit to evil. There's a limit. God holds it in bounds.

Did you know that the believer, would you believe that the believer is the sustaining thing in this world
today that's holding it? Did you know that God has put us here to hold the world again? The reason He
hasn't destroyed it is because His people are here and they are the light of the world and they are to be
instruments of God's peace. Not only that, but He is the one who has ordained the higher powers. He is
the one that's given us governments At least there's some restraining force left in this nation and some of
the countries of the world.

All of this is of the Lord. Therefore, what He wants us to do is to go fast and to look to Him and have our
eye upon Him because He knows all about us. And the thing | loved about going through those two books
on the glorious church God never let His church go to a place that He didn't send revival.

Go back through His church history and you'll find in the darkest of times God has come in revival. And the
people have been revived and it's spread in certain sections in countries of the world and it's held them
together and they've been changed and God has added into the kingdom The greatest revival has been
gone on in China for a long, long time. Tens of millions of Chinese in the underground church there's
revival and there will continue to be revival.

Look back over the revival and when God changed whole communities and towns and cities and He will
do it again. If He's not planned on coming if He's not coming right away we're going to see we will see
revival again. We had it at the turn of the century.

Praise God if He would give it again at the turn of this century. God has always left Himself a witness.
Why? He knows how to deliver the godly out of temptation.

Therefore, what He wants us to do is to hold fast. He wants us to have a faith that will not let go. A faith
that trusts Him in all of His glorious attributes.

A faith that will praise Him in the darkest hours. A faith that will thank Him for everything that comes upon
us. That will thank Him for all that He's doing to bring His purpose together.

His plans together. To do what He's going to do in the world in which we're living. Every age has felt that
God could no longer put up with the world.

I've read. I've read it many a times. In many a centuries.
In the last four or five centuries that I've read since Martin Luther's time. In every century. In every decade.

There has been those who have felt well, they have made the statements there's no way that God could
put up with this earth anymore. He must come in judgment. He must come with punishment.

It's either Christ or chaos. For here we are here. | don't know how long He's going to stay His hand.

How long His patience is going to run. How long His long suffering is going to be. Because God is long
suffering.

Not more than any should perish but that all should come to repentance. We could yet be a hundred years
or five hundred years or a thousand years in the coming of the Lord. Nobody knows what God is going to
do.
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We don't know His mind. So what we must do is to hold fast. To keep our eyes upon the living God.
Waiting daily at His gates. Knocking there in prayer. Not letting Him go.

Asking for that heart of faith to take away our unbelief and to trust Him in every hour. Believing that He will
bring everything to pass according to His will. So we have all encouragement to do it because He said the
Lord knows how.

I'll tell you something. | was born a pessimist. | really was.

Because if it was going to happen it was going to happen to me. If it was going to go under it was going to
go under me. | was born a pessimist and | was a pessimist until the day God saved me.

And when God saved me He made me a... What's the other word? A what? An optimist. And what is an
optimist? An optimist believes not in things but faith. Faith is an optimistic thing.

Faith is a living thing. Faith lives within us because it's God's faith. For | was crucified with Christ
nevertheless | live yet not | but Christ liveth in me and the life which | now live in the flesh | live by the faith
of the Son of God who loved me and gave Himself for me.

| cannot allow by the grace of God to let unbelief come into my heart. | don't like to be contaminated with
anybody else's unbelief. | want to trust the living God.

He's been too good to me. He has proven Himself faithful 10,000 times 10,000 times to me and His
ministry. How could | doubt Him? | don't want to.

| could but | don't want to. By His grace | want to live in faith. Live in faith.

God's on the throne and God will work out His purpose for His honor and for His glory. But there's
something else in here and then we go to the last one. The Lord knows how to reserve the unjust under
the day of judgment to be punished.

Beloved, let us never forget that the Sovereign God is a righteous and just God. He's a God of wrath as
well as a God of mercy and a God of grace. He's a God who will reserve the unjust under the day of
judgment to be punished.

Do not be like Asaph in Psalm 73. He said, | have washed myself and cleaned myself that it should all be
in vain. | suffer and the unrighteous go on in their way and it doesn't seem like they have anything that's
wrong with them and they live in pleasure and they live in wealth and here | am suffering.

Why do | have to go through this for the ungodly? Beloved, put a hand over your mouth. Will you put a
hand over your mouth real quick? Don't talk like that. He belongs to the Living God and He's washed you
in His blood and He's given you a title to glory in Christ.

What does it matter what happens to the ungodly down here if they prosper? And you only have a meager
bite to get by with or a meager dollar to spend. What difference does that make when you have the Living
God? Don't be like Asaph. Well, is that right? That the wicked should be blessed and me seemingly going
on every day with problems and cares and things of this nature.

Sermonlindex.net | Page 9



But remember, God is reserving the unrighteous for the day of judgment. Not only that, but He is
chastising them now. Did you know that sin has its punishment now? Sin is punished even in this life
before the ungodly ever get to the life beyond.

A man cannot be happy in sin. The most miserable people in the world are the rich. The most miserable
people in the world are those who have a whole world coming to their door.

| don't mean what they show on a stage or a TV screen. Follow them to their home. Follow them when all
their makeup is off.

Follow them when everything, everybody's gone and they're alone. Find out, you find out what a man is
when he's alone. If he's happy when he's alone, if he's happy with his God, the Lord God of glory, if he's
happy with the Word, he's happy in what God has wrought for him, that's the man that you should want to
follow by the grace of God.

Sin. You let a man get drunk, he might have all kind of pleasures, he thinks, in getting drunk. So he's going
to punish, he's going to be punished, he's going to wake up in the morning with the biggest hangover and
headache you've ever seen.

He's going to suffer for it. You let a man be promiscuous in his sexual encounters and he gets a dose of
some disease, he's going to be punished. Man is going to be punished, he is being punished now.

He has to live with himself. I'll guarantee you there's not a soul in this house this morning that's saved
who's not be willing to stand up and tell me, tell this audience that in their life of sin before God called
them, even though they had all kind of things, they were still a miserable wretch. Sin is punished in this
life.

Sin always leads to disease and unhappiness and wretchedness. The conscience is there to accuse.
Always.

So my friend, my beloved this morning, don't envy those who seem to have it all. Don't envy them. Look to
Christ and be desirous to be more like Him, to follow Him more.

This world in its present chaotic condition is being punished. We went into that last week, if you remember,
in Romans chapter 1, when God gives Him over to reprobate minds to do those things which are not
convenient. God gives Him over to all their sexual lusts and pride and everything about Him and God just
gives them over.

And what do they do? They're suffering. Man is suffering. Our insane asylums are filled with men who are
suffering and women who are suffering.

Our jails are filled. | read the letters of many women who are suffering. Why? Because even now God is
reserving.

He knows how to do what is needful. But even now they're being punished because of sin and their only
hope is what? The truth of God in Christ. But the thing that He says here is the Lord knows how to deliver
the godly out of temptation and to reserve the unjust under the day of judgment to be punished.

Beloved, | want you to look at that. Not only in this life is He chastising the sinner but the ungodly who will
not turn to Christ is an ungodly sinner and finding Christ there all in all God knows how to reserve them to
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the day of judgment. The day of judgment is coming to those who are outside of Christ.

They bring upon themselves swift destruction. They go about seeking rest and having none. But God's
word is against them.

He's going to reserve them against the day of judgment. And they will have no excuse. You will have no
excuse if you die outside of Christ.

You'll have no excuse. People want to know. Man kept writing me.

Well, go ahead, prove to me that the wicked are suffering now. All I've got to do is read the 16th chapter of
Luke. Pull him in.

He wants to try to convince me that they are asleep now. But God reserved them like He did the angels.
They've been suffering from the moment they were cast out of heaven into the darkness of change there
forever.

Man is being punished in hell now. But that's only the beginning. He knows how to reserve the unjust on
the day of judgment to be punished.

And that day of judgment is coming after death. But punishment follows that ungodly soul to the day of
final judgment. And then the final judgment will come and they'll be cast out of the presence of God forever
and ever in the lake of fire.

So they will burn with fire and brimstone says the word of God without hope and without God. No mercy.
And God reserves them just like He reserves the godly.

Sometimes I've got to ask God to shut it off in me. When | began to think along this line and I think of those
I know who've lived ungodly lives and went out into eternity and died without God and without hope. And
all this time they're suffering the punishment of their sins.

If you died tonight without Christ you would be reserved in a state of punishment until the final day of
judgment. God forbid that any of you that I'm looking at this morning would go out into eternity as an
ungodly sinner without hope, without God not washed in His blood and to be reserved in chains of
darkness until the day. But there's one more truth here | want to bring out before we let you go and go into
this next service of the Lord's Supper.

This truth of the solitude of God to hold us for the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptation all
of this God loves me. God loves me. Can you say that this morning? | know He loves me.

His word tells me His spirit withesses with my spirit that He loves me. | know that He loves me with all that
He has accomplished for me all He's going to prepare for me and He has the power to put that log into
operation and He did at Calvary. God came down.

That was God in Christ the God-man. He came down born of a virgin for one reason that He may take that
body and live in that body that would grow up from an infant to all the stages of growth the scripture says
that He grew it in knowledge of God and in favor with man the scripture says He lived and learned just like
you and | learned yet perfectly He did all of this for the God-man came down. God came down in the
person of His Son to live a life of holiness and perfectness that He might take that perfect body to the
cross and offer it as a sin offering for our sins upon the cross.
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That's the reason He came. And if you want to know what love is quote the first, the very most quoted
scripture in the whole Bible For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. So He deals with us in love.

It was in love that He came and sent His Spirit to find us where we were lost. It was love that drew us unto
Himself. Where did He find us? In the dread pools of the world in the cesspools of the world.

We were nothing but little wiggling maggots in the cesspool of sin. So in our own way without God we
didn't want Him but He came and loved to our souls and belonged to Him. And He loves me in spite of me.

He loves me in spite of my sin for He put that away that He might love me. And He loves me daily. He
comforts me.

He comes to my soul with consoling words and doctrines of His word. He loves me. How do | know? The
Lord knows how to deliver the prodigal out of temptation.

To me this is one of the most comforting consoling truths in the whole Bible. For God doesn't treat us as
hot house plants. He doesn't shield us from everything.

He brings into our lives those things that He uses to make us in the image and likeness of Christ. He uses
those things to try our faith and to increase our faith and cause us to understand that we can live by faith.
They're hard at the time but He knows how to deliver us out of them.

He brings us into persecution. A letter came across the desk the other day. | read it.

But on the second paragraph and the man who was writing it always from California said did you know
there's a certain man | could name him and you'd know him if | called his name he hates you and the
doctrine you preach. Man, he never lets you alone in his paper every month. | knew that.

But you see God knows it too. He gives us grace. We're going to have persecution.
We're going to have trials. Afflictions. They're going to come.

But it's only to make us in the likeness of the Lord Jesus Christ. He will never leave us. And He will never
let man do unto us that which would damn us to hell because He can't.

In a vital sense He will never let man nor sin touch us. For He's broken the power of sin in our hearts and
lives. He's taken away its power.

He's taken away its guilt. He's taken away its punishment. It fell upon Him at Calvary.

And He'll never let anything come upon us that in any way would harm our soul and we would not make
heaven at last. You can count on that. That sixth chapter of Romans bears it out so beautifully.

He has made us free in the Lord Jesus Christ. Nothing shall damn us to eternal punishment because
Christ our substitute has suffered once and for all underneath our sins. Therefore He lives to make
intercession for us within the veil.

The world may go on. The world may do what they want. But God will not allow the world to touch us in a
vital sense that we would be damned.
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He will deliver us from all evil. He will deliver us from ourselves. He will deliver us from the power and
polluted effect of sin and of evil continuously.

If I didn't believe that, I'd quit preaching. If | did not believe that when God saves us, He makes us a new
creation and He breaks the power of sin, He sets us free in Christ Jesus and delivers us from that
damnation and judgment that is coming. If | did not believe that with my whole heart and my whole being
and my whole soul and everything about me, I'd quit preaching.

What would there be in the need of preaching and telling precious souls that God can save and keep if |
do not believe myself that He can keep me under every circumstance? And He has. And He does. And He
will.

Why? He loves me. | belong to Him. He's bought me with the price of His own precious blood.

And the Lord knoweth how to deliver me day by day, to keep me broken at His feet. And if He thinks I'm
bragging this morning or He thinks that I've said too much and I've got pride mixed in what I'm saying, He'll
take care of that too in His own way. | hope there's no pride in my heart as nothing that | have done,
everything that has happened to me has been by the grace of God in Christ worked in me by the Holy
Spirit.

I have nothing except what | have received from above. | know this. But that's His love.
This is what He's done. Therefore, we can praise Him. So our message boils down to this.

The thing that matters are we and the Kingdom of the Godly. That's what matters. In other words, are we
in Christ? Is Christ in us? Have we come to Him by faith? Have we come to Him in repentance? Have we
come to Him knowing that we are helplessly lost without His power to save and to deliver? Have we come
to Him knowing that He's Lord, Lord over all and we have cast ourselves wholly and completely upon Him,
knowing that we are in a hopeless and helpless state of parts from the work that was done at Calvary in
our behalf? That's the reason in a little while we'll stand around the table.

It is because of what Christ has wrought. We will come to remember Him and remember His love. Are we
in a state of regeneration? Have we been made new creations in Christ Jesus, our Lord? Do we have that
faith that we'll not let Him go? That faith given to us by the power of the Holy Spirit who has worked
everything in us and has turned us to God from our sins and true repentance? Who has made that radical
change of heart and soul toward God and sin within us? He has caused us to bow to the Lordship of
Christ, to confess Him to be the Lord of all and the desire of our heart is to be opposite of the world? The
desire of our heart is to have none of the world within us? To have Christ and Christ alone? Do we know
that the world is under judgment? That the ungodly are going to be judged? That God knows how to
deliver us out? Therefore we should hate the world from the standpoint of the things that are in the world.

For the word of God says love not the world neither the things that are in the world. But he that loveth the
world the love of the Father is not any. The lust of the eyes, the lust of the flesh and the pride of life is not
of the Father but is of the world.

And the world passeth away and the lust thereof but he that doeth the will of the Father shall abide
forever. That's the man that God loves. Because the man who has been made godless who knows the
world and all of its sin he doesn't want a part of it.
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He wants Christ. He wants to be made holy. He wants to be made righteous in the Lord Jesus Christ and
to walk in that way that is pleasing unto him.

Do we know that way? That's a work of grace and a way of grace in our hearts. Then as God the Holy
Spirit leads us he shows us, | trust this morning the almighty power of God to deliver the godly out of all
temptations. However hard, however difficult the times may be, however trite our situation may be that we
are in right now we are to stand and we are all to stand which Christ will deliver.

We know how to deliver the righteous the godly out of temptation. Have you heard our text this morning?
I've repeated it enough. Has God taken anything home to your heart? He has blessed my heart twice.

And all of this runs through my soul as I've tried to put it on paper and then this morning my soul has been
blessed in delivering this. And | trust that your soul has been blessed. And the hope for the ungodly is
there.

The hope is held out to us in Christ and | see him this morning as he stands and says come unto me all ye
that labor and are heavy laden and I'll give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn of me for my yoke
is easy and my burden is light. He holds out his hand and he says come for all things are now ready.

He invites us to come. He invites us to taste that the Lord is gracious. He invites us to be broken at his feet
and to crown him Lord for him to be our all and in all.

The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptation.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/1/SID1818.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/Ir-shelton-jr/the-lord-knoweth-how-to-deliver-the-godly/
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