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A Prayer for Revival in the Psalms

by Mack Tomlinson

This sermon focuses on Psalms 85 as a prayer for revival, highlighting the need for spiritual renewal when
facing hard times or spiritual decline. It emphasizes the importance of seeking God's mercy, restoration, and
reviving grace in times of need, urging believersto turn to God for fresh encounters and transformation.

Scripture: Psalms 85:6, Psalms 85:8, Psalms 85:10, Psalms 85:12
Topics: "Prayer for Revival", "Seeking God's Mercy"

Description

This sermon focuses on Psalms 85 as a prayer for revival, highlighting the need for spiritual renewal when
facing hard times or spiritual decline. It emphasizes the importance of seeking God's mercy, restoration,
and reviving grace in times of need, urging believers to turn to God for fresh encounters and
transformation.

Transcript

Well, let's turn our attention now to the Scriptures. Please turn to the Psalms. And we will look at the 85th
Psalm.

Psalm 85. It's a short but a powerful psalm. Psalm 85 is a prayer for revival.

A prayer to be revived. Right? When Israel did well spiritually. When you as a Christian have been
spiritually healthy and doing well.

And hard times come and you need renewal. You need revival. That's what's in this psalm.

So let's read it and then we'll pray. And then we'll go through this psalm together. Lord you have been
favorable unto your land.

You brought back the captivity of Jacob. You have forgiven the iniquity of your people. You have covered,
forgiven all their sin.

Selah. You have taken away all your wrath. You have turned yourself from the fierceness of your anger.

Turn us, O God, of our salvation. And cause your anger toward us to cease. Will you be angry with us
forever? Will you draw out your anger to all generations? Will you not revive us again in order that your
people may rejoice in Thee? Show us your mercy, O Lord, and grant us your salvation.
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I will hear what God the Lord will speak. For He will speak peace unto His people and to His saints. But let
them not turn again to folly.

Surely His salvation is near those who fear Him, in order that glory may dwell in our land. Mercy and truth
are met together. Righteousness and peace have kissed each other.

Truth shall spring out of the earth, and righteousness shall look down from heaven. Yes, the Lord will give
that which is good, and our land shall yield her increase. Righteousness shall go before Him and shall set
us in the way of His steps.

Let's pray. Our Father, unless You speak, we will not hear in a real way. So give us grace right now.

Give us Your Holy Spirit to speak right now in a way that will honor You, that will please You. Let the
words of my mouth and the thoughts and motives of my heart in this hour please You. And Lord, would
You give us fresh ears to hear, hearts to see, illuminate the eyes of our understanding, grant us fresh faith
and focus.

Lord, that the voice of Christ by the Spirit would speak through this psalm and produce change. Lord,
come. We look to You with thanksgiving and we trust in You now.

In Jesus' name, Amen. A prayer for revival. A prayer to be revived.

| wonder if there's any candidates for that in the room today. Reviving, coming to the believer, or to God's
people corporately. There were probably at least six or seven major reformations and revivals in the Old
Testament history of Israel.

When God's people had been obeying the covenant and then departed. And when that happened, a
reformation was needed. And you remember those.

They're recorded to Ezra and other places. When love for the Lord and spiritual health was thriving in
Israel, and there was conformity to the law of God, there was observance of God's law, and then their
spiritual health as a covenant family declined and grew cold, and ultimately apostasy into idolatry and Baal
worship. You know the story.

Then, at those times in Israel's history, a revival and a renewing of the Holy Spirit was needed. And have
no question about this, the activity of the Holy Spirit in the individual believer in the old covenant, and upon
at times with reality, the activity of the Spirit was just as real as it is in the New Testament. Not as much.

Not the effusion. Not the permanency like began at Pentecost. But still, the activity of the Holy Spirit was at
work in reformation and revival.

And in the individual hearts of believers. That's why David could say, renew a right spirit within me. Take
not your Holy Spirit from me.

Experientially, that's what he was praying for. When spiritual life declines, when spiritual health erodes into
coolness, lukewarmness, and then downgrades into a cold heart, then revival is needed again. Psalm 85
is a revival psalm.

Now the historic setting is the deliverance from the Babylonian captivity. A return from Babylon to
Jerusalem came as a result of Cyrus, the Persian king, ending their captivity. And then they returned
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home.

And around 516, 520 to 515, the temple was rebuilt. And the restoration was real and seemed permanent.
It was glory days when restoration happened.

And that's what the first three verses are about. God bringing Israel back from the captivity, restoring the
captivity of Jacob. Great mercy was extended toward the nation as the covenant people of God.

As God turned again the captivity of Zion. Psalm 126 speaks to that, doesn't it? I'll refer to that in a
moment. Israel saw it.

They experienced it. They knew it. And there was great joy.

Now, then, after the passing of time, months, a year, years, those revivals and reformations did not last.
They were temporary. Spiritual negligence.

Drawing back. Spiritual sluggishness. Slow drifting.

Hebrews 2 warns against that, doesn't it? About drifting from the things you've heard. Drifting away from
the Gospel. The inevitable downward tendency.

Laxity set in. Decline, backsliding, and departure. That is Israel's Old Testament history.

That cycle of spiritual health and faithfulness to the covenant. And then spiritual decline and apostasy and
idolatry. And then what came next? Somebody give me the word.

Judgment. And then repentance and profits would come. Trumpeting a return of Israel back to the
covenant.

Back to the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. And God the Spirit would then restore and bring them
back to a renewal of the covenant. Always that cycle of spiritual health, decline, idolatry, worldliness,
judgment, preaching, and a move of the Holy Spirit.

That's Israel's Old Testament history. Now brothers and sisters, if we're honest with ourselves, if we are
transparent with the Lord and ourselves, if we're transparent with the Holy Spirit, we too have spiritual
cycles, don't we? Not everybody's always on a high. Not everybody's always completely consistent,
spiritually healthy, assurance, prayer life is great, Bible reading is a feast, the fellowship's wonderful, firing
on all cylinders.

We're not always spiritually doing well, are we? We too have cycles. Churches can have cycles. Spiritual
cycles.

Maybe not back to the world totally. Maybe not forsaking the assembly of God's people. Maybe not back to
our unregenerate idolatry.

A friend of mine, an old preacher, used to say, if you can sin and go back and dabble in the world and
have no fear of it, you're in great danger. So maybe we're not talking about maybe back to the world, but
believers have cycles where they're spiritually healthy and fervent and consistent and joyful assurance.
The nearness of the Lord is real.
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Much like the first days of conversion. You remember the days when you first came to know the Lord? The
freshness, the realness, the joy, the wonder, the ah, I'm really forgiven. God's my Father now.

I'm a son. I'm washed. I'm clean.
The fresh days were real. And then, gradually, a waning can come. A lessening.

The distractions we heard about last night, the routine, the mediocrity, the mundaneness begins to drain
us from the freshness. Drain us of our sensitivity, our tenderness. Praying isn't what it used to be.

The Bible reading isn't a feast anymore. It can seem like a famine. What did | even get out of that this
morning? It's so dry.

Well, the dryness is not here. The dryness is here, isn't it? There's a waning, a lessening. And the soil of
our heart lacks the fresh dew of heaven that it had before.

Dry times come. And if you're in a declining cycle and you find yourself, I'm needy, I'm weak, I'm hurting,
I'm fearful, I'm struggling, | can't even pray, I'm dry, I'm cold. Then personal quickening and revival is
needed.

So this 85th Psalm is about that and the implications for Israel and for the church today and for the
individual Christian. So let's hear this psalm. Let's have the psalmist speak to us about this.

There's three parts in this psalm, verses 1-3 show, first of all, true salvation experience. And it's past
tense. God, You did this.

You did this. It's past tense. True salvation experience is verses 1-3.
That's when revival isn't needed because you have vival. You have life. You don't need revival.
You have life. And it's fresh and wonderful. Verses 1-3, true salvation experience.

4-7, decline and present need of new reviving mercies. And then verses 8-13, divine promises for revival.
You can say it in another way.

Verses 1-3, when revival is not needed. Verses 4-7, when it is needed. And 8-13, how it comes.

So we see here then in verses 1-3, first of all, true salvation was experienced. Look at the language there.
Lord, You have been favorable.

You have brought back the captivity. You forgave or You have forgiven. Done.

You have taken away Your wrath. All of it is past tense language declaring the reformation that God
brought them into. This was their present possession.

True salvation was experienced both by Israel historically and by every Christian. True life-altering,
God-given, heart-changing, experiential salvation. God bringing Israel to possess deliverance from
Babylonian captivity.

So, what's happening here in these first three verses? The psalmist is acknowledging and remembering
and rehearsing and celebrating their deliverance, their restoration, their return from captivity. Lord, You did
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these things for us, and it was real. Some of you can look back and have just as strong and clear of a
testimony.

You can remember when God brought you out of your captivity, exact things that God did for you or
delivered you from or what He did for you to rescue you. Lord, You did these things for us, and it was real.
Now, this reminds me of David's words in Psalm 40 where David remembered, He inclined unto me and
heard my cry.

He drew me up from the pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet on a rock, and put a new song in my
mouth, even a song of praise unto God. David's rehearsing God's mighty deliverance. That's what the
psalmist is doing here in verses 1-3.

Acknowledging true rescue and deliverance. We ought never to forget that we were a bondsman in Egypt,
should we? We should never forget. We should never lose the awe and wonder.

We should never lose the fact that we can rejoice. Jesus said it. Rejoice not that demons are subject to
you, but what? But that your names are written in heaven.

We rejoice not in the power we have, but in who we are as sons of God. That's always the greatest basis
of rejoicing. And that's what the psalmist is doing here.

Acknowledging true rescue. So in verses 1-3, he mentions four realities. Look at them there.
Four realities. The first one he says is this word, favorable. You have been favorable unto your land.
To your people. Favor. Now what's this Old Testament picture? It's simply the picture of grace.

Free, unmerited, unearned, undeserved, sovereign, gracious grace. Lord, You've shown favor. Not
because they deserved it.

They never deserved it. Not because they improved themselves good enough and then they could
accomplish it again. No.

It was pure favor. Israel's sin put them in captivity and divine mercy and favor brought them out. Not unto
us, O Lord, not unto us be glory, but unto Thy name.

God's mercy came and rescued them out. Their rebellion and idolatry robbed them and always set them
back. And sin's choices, weak choices, lead to worse choices, and it always robs us and sets us back.

That's what it did for Israel. Their rebellion, their idolatry robbed them and brought them down. And mercy
came and lifted them up and brought them back to their possession.

God was favorable to Israel. And that's the first reason they came out of the Babylonian captivity. Present,
true salvation.

They were brought out by divine favor. He was favorable to Israel and to who else? To you, Mike
Stockwell. Favorable to you.

Favorable to you if you're a Christian here. Why did you clear your schedule to come here and be here for
these days? Because God was favorable to you in your lost estate and He did a deep, wonderful work if
you're a Christian. And here you are wanting to continue in that grace.
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God's favor. Gracious, free, unironed to mercy. Everything begins and ends with God's gracious acts of
favor.

Second thing acknowledged, verse 2, forgiveness. Not only favor, but particularly forgiveness. You
forgave the iniquity of your people.

You covered all their sin. Forgiveness. We know the sacrificial system was dealt with sin topologically.

And we know that the blood of bulls and goats could never take away sin, Hebrews says. But God forgave
them based on future payment. This says He pardoned them.

He pardoned Israel and forgave their sins. All the Old Testament pictures of true salvation, the psalmist
said it in another place, there is forgiveness with thee in order that what? You might be feared. With true
forgiveness, freshness, comes the fear of God and thankfulness that God would forgive you.

Forgive all your sins. So, God was favorable and God was forgiving. And we don't have time to unfold
those more, but we're just reminded of them that this is a picture of true salvation.

In time, in space, in history, temporarily in the land, God was being favorable to them and forgave them.
Well, what's the next reality? Restoration. Look at verse 4. Turn us, O God, of our salvation.

The word is restore. Restore us again. Restore us.

It means to bring back to the state you once had. You lose ground. God can restore.
Israel lost ground. He restored them. He restored them to the land.

Restored them to the covenant. Restoration. Turning us again.

The last verse of Psalm 119 says, turn me again. And God does it. He restores and brings us back to
regain lost ground when He revives His people, when He revives the individual Christian.

Restoration. And then verse 3. The next reality spoken of here is the removal of wrath. The removal of
wrath.

You withdrew your wrath. You have taken away all your wrath and have turned yourself from the
fierceness of your anger. Literally, it means, you broke your anger toward us.

Wrath was being exercised. And you see this in the Old Testament at different times. God's wrath would
be poured out and God was judging Israel.

Poisonous snakes. Plagues. David numbering the people.

And the angel was Kkilling those thousands of the Israelites. God would come over and over again and
break His wrath and it would stop. And that's what this picture is.

God suddenly stopped the action of His displeasure and wrath toward Israel. It ceases. It stops in its
tracks.

Its force and its action is broken and ceases. That is an action that God brings when He brings His people
out of captivity. His judgments cease in the moment because He's granting reviving grace.
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These are all divine favors. Propitiation has occurred. Divine mercy has shown toward Israel when their
captivity ended and when they returned and possessed the land.

That was great deliverance from captivity. And it made Israel greatly remember and rejoice. Psalm 126 is
the greatest example of Israel's rejoicing.

When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who dream. Then our mouth was filled
with laughter and our tongue with shouts of joy. Then they said among the nations, the Lord has done
great things for them.

The Lord has done great things for us and we are glad. Do you walk in joy that your sins are forgiven? Do
you ever wake up and you just think to say, Lord, thank You for a bed and a pillow. Thank You for breath
in my lungs and a beating heatrt.

Thank You that today | have peace with You and You're my Father and I'm Your child. Do you rejoice in
your true past salvation? Well, it never stopped that. But we do, because we get used to it.

We presume upon it. And that's wrong. Past true salvation.
That's verses 1-3. You know, it's true for all of us. All those Old Testament meanings in those verses.
Favor. Restoration. Forgiveness.

Wrath removed. They're all New Testament truths. They're all New Testament realities that a Christian
experiences.

Favor. For by grace, you've been saved through faith and that's not of yourselves. Restoration.

That is reconciliation in Christ. We were enemies of God, but God in Christ reconciled us to Himself.
We've been restored to a genuine relationship.

Forgiveness. Justification. All our sins are gone.

Declared righteous when we were not righteous. And propitiation. God's wrath has been removed toward
the Christian.

Does not every Christian, should not every Christian feel what Psalm 126 says? We're like them that
dream. | remember 47 years ago, like it's fresh last week, | was a college student between my freshman
and sophomore year in college. And the Lord suddenly saved me.

A close friend came back to West Texas, found me. He'd been in the army. God had saved him in a rock
concert.

Some of you don't know who Carole King was. Some of you are old enough to remember Carole King. He
was at a Carole King rock concert drunk.

And a song she was singing, wasn't a gospel song, the Holy Spirit fell on him, smote him. He was
converted on the spot and he was sober. He came a month later.

There were no cell phones, remember? No computer. | only had a landline at my mom's house and | didn't
have a phone. | wasn't living there.
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He said, I'm going to go home and find Mac. The Lord helped me find him. God had told me, | didn't know
it, He put it in my heart, I'll go home this weekend, see friends, hang out.

| drove home on Friday, 60 miles. He drove home from Colorado Springs to West Texas, eight hours. He
sees me driving around.

The drag was about five blocks long in my little town. He saw me, waves me down. Hey, get in, let's get in,
let's be together.

Five hours, | knew him, | trusted him. He starts talking to me about the gospel. We had been in the Baptist
church together and by 11 o'clock, God had gloriously saved me.

| wasn't seeking, | was out of church, | was uninterested and God saved me. And | remember, that was
July 28th, 1973, fast forward to Christmas Eve. | was home, Christmas break.

It had never meant anything to me, Christmas, except gifts. | went in our living room, big plate glass
window looking outside. | sat down on the couch, | was alone and suddenly, it came over me.

And tears filled my eyes. And | said, the Lord Jesus really did come. He really did, He really was born as a
babe.

He really did live a sinful life. He really did die for my sins. He's forgiven me, He's real.

| can celebrate His birth and His life and | can love Him. | was like them that dream because God had
turned again my captivity and had delivered me when | never could have myself. So, does not every
Christian feel that? The Lord brought me out of sins bondage, | can't believe it, I'm free, I'm forgiven.

It seems too good to be true. Past salvation, experienced and remembered. That's verses one through
three, we gotta hurry on.

Our first days of grace when we were saved, first love, closeness, freshness, intimacy, gratitude. | used to
hate the hymns in the church | grew up in. Boring.

When | started hearing the hymns after | was a Christian, I've never heard that before. That's wonderful.
And | learned to love them, learned to sing them.

First love, love. First love, joy, newness. Then your heart needs no revival, you're walking in it.

All because of experiencing true salvation. And that's verses one through three. But then you come to
verse four, look at it.

It's a new day, it's a different day. He moves from past tense language to verse four is present tense
situation. Israel experience had changed.

They were now in need. There had been decline. They had forsaken the covenant.

The reformation was short-lived. They were in need again. And God's judgment was coming on them
again.

That's why verses four and five speak about God's anger and His judgment. Here they are needy again
after having experienced past salvation. Our present need often is reviving grace.
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Whether you were converted a year ago or 40 years ago or five years ago, we come into times where the
good period of our early days of being a Christian, the freshness is gone. And that closeness and intimacy
is a wonderful memory. But for some of us, it can just be a memory because we're not experiencing it now
like we did.

And the psalmist directs his prayer to the Lord for fresh reviving mercies needed now. Are you a candidate
for that in your own soul? Spurgeon about this psalm said this, this is a prayer of a patriot for his afflicted
country in which he pleads God's past mercies and through faith sees broader days coming. There are
broader days coming for every Christian, even those who struggle spiritually.

There are broader days coming for the true church of Jesus Christ in America. No matter how hard it gets,
there's broader days promised here. Days of reviving when there presently is decline.

New revival is truly needed often. So the psalmist moves and we move from the freshness of true
salvation, sometimes to a lesser joyful condition. Verses four through seven.

All the joys of that past salvation soon deteriorated because Israel had departed again. The good
condition changed. They lost their first love.

They departed and the reformation was stalled and they were presently very needy. Was Israel at times
flourishing and knowing God's blessing? Yes. And did they decline, disobey, lose ground, cool off, settle
in, coast? Not fresh, not pursuing, not passionate.

Yes, they were in that condition. So the psalmist turns in these verses four through seven to earnest
prayer, honest prayer, needy prayer. For when God revives His people, His work, a church or an
individual.

Here, notice he prays for three things in four through seven. Verse four. Turn us, that is restore us, again.

Verse six, revive us, again. Verse seven, show us your mercy or your steadfast love. And really four
things.

Verse seven, grant to us, give us your present deliverance. Most of the time when the word salvation is
used in the Old Testament, it's not talking about conversion. It's talking about present deliverance in a
needy situation.

That's why the psalmist prayed, Lord, command deliverances for Jacob. Command new salvation to
rescue your people when it's truly needed. Show us your steadfast love.

Turn us again. So the word there in verse four, turn us again is restore. The idea of bringing one back to
where they were.

What did Jesus say to the Ephesians? Think of what a glorious thing it would have been to meet with the
Ephesian church in those early days. The phenomenal church they would have been. The epistle they
read together.

The life that was there among them. And yet Christ said to the Ephesians in Revelation two, what?
Remember from whence you are fallen. Remember where you've fallen from.
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Brethren, we can and we do at times lose ground. We all lose ground. Is your prayer life today as good as
it ever was in the past? Is your fervency and your passion and your zeal burning more or is it burning less
than it once was? We can and we do lose ground spiritually.

Let's just be honest. Christ said, remember therefore from where you've fallen and repent. So here's a pop
quiz.

What ground have you lost? What ground have you lost that must be regained? How have you declined
from the fresh days when you didn't really need revival? What area have you yielded to the world, the
flesh, or the devil? What needs in your soul true, real restoration that has waned, weakened, slowed
down, or seems gone? No Christian should go from first love devotion, radical discipleship, all out
commitment, Romans 12 living of nonconforming to the world and transformation by the Spirit. No
Christian should leave that and not have the kind of life that's a passionate pursuit consistently. No
Christian has to lose first love realities and go backwards.

We don't have to backslide. We don't have to sin, but when we sin, 1 John says, we have an advocate.
But we don't have to wane and decline.

We don't have to live inconsistent. You don't have to remain a weaker brother or sister. You don't have to
be inconsistent.

God can strengthen the things that remain that you've lost ground in. But we do at times lose ground, and
when we do, what needs to happen? We must have our eyes open. We must become dead honest with
ourselves.

We must examine ourselves. We must be honest with ourselves, and we must wake up, and we must do
verses four through seven. Earnest prayer for God to restore.

Lord, | am needy. I'm hurting. I'm defeated.

| have an impure heart toward people. | have a judgmental heart toward people. I'm not walking in love.
| am struggling deeply. | feel like I'm in bondage. Lord, restore me.

Help me. Heal me. Revive me.

Quicken me. Have mercy upon me. The shortest prayers in the Bible are the most great ones.

Help! Peter didn't pray a flowery prayer on the water when he began to sink, did he? O Thou God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, | feel the water changing. He cried out. And immediately, Jesus reached forth
and got him.

The simplest, childlike, heartfelt prayers for help are the most eloquent to God. Lord, I'm needy. Lord, I'm
hurting.

| don't even know what to pray anymore. You feel the agony, the hurt of my heart. So Lord, just take those
groanings.

Take that hurt and that agony | feel. Holy Spirit, transform it into true prayer to the Father. And the Holy
Spirit does that, doesn't He? He prays with groanings that cannot be uttered for us and in us.
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God will revive the humble soul, the needy soul. To this one will | look. First love devotion.

Earnest prayer for restoration. We're talking about the quickening power of the Holy Spirit. Here's another
pop quiz.

Do you have a conscious, living, vital relationship with the Holy Spirit? Now, if you're a Christian, He's in
you. But it's easy to pray to the Father and to the Lord Jesus. Do you pray to the Holy Spirit ever? Do you
maintain a conscious communion with the Spirit of God? He is God, Emmanuel now.

He's God with us. So how's your relationship with the Holy Spirit? No reality there? Or do you ever, when
you wake up from your bed, do you ever say, Lord, fill me today with the Spirit of God. Control me.

Holy Spirit, I'm Yours. I'm not my own. I've been bought with the price.
Take me. I'm Yours. Fill me like a hand fills a glove.

Make me Your vessel. Spirit of God, I'm Yours. Own me today.
Control me. Keep me from evil. Use me.

Give me courage to speak when | should. Do you pray that way to the Spirit of God out of a vital, living,
conscious communion with Him? I'm talking about the quickening of life. The joy and freshness of Israel's
national restoration has a consistent parallel with God's people and for every Christian.

And it all brings us to see the need when we find that we've lost ground, that when we say I'm not where |
once was, but | want to be. Where's the love and peace when | first met the Lord? | walked in realities as a
new Christian, Lord, that I've lost. Revive me.

Restore me. Quicken me. Have mercy on me.

Psalm 51 is a prayer of a joyful, forgiven king when God forgave him of monstrous sin. So, the need of
reviving mercy. Are you there today? Can you bring before the Lord these days, these hours we're here
together? And just focus on one thing and get before Him and say, Lord, | want the light of Your truth and
Your presence to shine with noonday sun clarity on this area of my soul.

| can't change myself. A leper can't change his spots, but a leper's spots can be changed. Lord, change
me.

Years ago, 2002, | was real inconsistent with my Bible reading. | would go a day, I'd miss three. And | was
struggling.

| went to Canada to Bill McLeod's house for a week. | was helping him try to write his biography. | was in
his house, 20 below zero in Winnipeg, and | saw these 20 black King James, Oxford, or Cambridge Bibles
lined up on his desk.

He would wear one out, he'd get another one. Bill McLeod probably read the Bible through 300 times in his
life, I imagine. And | was with him for a week.

I knew his consistency and | knew my inconsistency. So | didn't say, Lord, I'm gonna be like Bill McLeod. |
can just pull this off.
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I left Winnipeg and | said, Lord, | know how he reads and | know the Spirit of God has been on him to read
12 chapters every day and meditate in them for 60-something years he did that, devotionally reading the
Bible. | went back to Texas and | said, Lord, | can't change myself, so here's what I'm gonna pray. I'm
gonna pray every day this prayer.

Lord, give me new desire for Your Word. When you like to eat, you'll eat, won't you? When you like the
Bible and you desire it, you'll read. And God began to do that.

| began to read and it would be like a buffet, spread. I'd get something and encourage my heart, I'd pray it.
The next morning, | was looking forward to reading the Bible.

And it's changed since then. This morning, | read a psalm and | got something from it. Fresh manna from
heaven.

Read the Bible, not intellectually, read it devotionally like a child is reading your Father's words and
commune with the Lord. Well, when we're needy, what does verse 8-13 tell us? The last point, the last
section. 1-3 was true salvation experience.

4-7 is present need of present grace. What's 8-13? Divine promises for revival. Certain promises of
reviving grace in 8-13.

Now let me just read that, you follow. Just see it in light of that. Here's a transition.

The psalmist says, | will hear what God the Lord will speak. So think about this. Lord, I've been saved this
long and it was wonderful.

I'm needy now. What's your perspective on this? How do you see this? | don't want to hear a counselor. |
don't want to first go to Tim Conway or Don Curran and get their opinion.

I need to hear what God has to say about this. | will hear what God the Lord will speak. For He will speak
what? Peace to His people.

And then the rest of these verses declare what God does for the soul. What quickening grace He gives.
What answers to prayer that He gives.

That's the belief and the faith reflected in verses 8-13. Promises of reviving grace and renewal.
Restoration.

No matter where you are spiritually, promises God can take us exactly where we are and give us
tailor-made, custom-made grace to bring us on, to bring us out and restore us. Morning dew that makes
the soil of our hearts moist again. The Holy Spirit has often revived a nation, a geographical area, a whole
island like John G. Paton in the South Seas Hebrides, an individual church or an individual Christian.

Because He says, | will pour water on him that's thirsty. | will pour floods on the dry ground. | will pour My
Spirit on your children and upon your offspring.

I will pour My blessing. So divine blessing is promised to the needy soul. So what does God say about the
needy condition here in verses 8-137? First of all, peace and holiness.
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Verse 8. The Lord will speak peace to His people and to His saints, but do not let them turn again to folly.
Why does He speak peace? Because a reviving soul, He will come and remind them of their standing
before Him as a son of God with perfect standing. Justification by faith.

You have peace with God because of Christ, regardless of how much your soul is struggling. Your
sanctification or lack thereof, your soul struggle doesn't change His love for you or your standing in the
least. That never changes.

And so God, to the reviving, needy one, God speaks peace. You're Mine. | love you.
Christ is sufficient. His cross work did it all. You're in right standing.
So come. He speaks peace to the reviving soul. Don't let your struggle keep you at arm's length.

Don't let your struggle cause you to be fearful to draw near to the welcoming God who's been reconciled
to you, who's your Father. God speaks peace. And then, the double-edged sword.

Don't you dare go back to sin. Let them not return to folly. The stuff that got you in the mess of declining
and backsliding, whether it's your cell phone or your computer or entertainment or a worldly heart being
tempted.

When God revives you, do not dare look back or go back. Remember Lot's wife. He will speak peace to
His people, but do not let them return again to folly.

Well, looking on. Look at verse 9. Surely His salvation is near those who fear Him. The nearness of new
deliverance.

God has present deliverances ready to give the struggling soul. He will deliver you from situations you
don't feel like you can get out. He will deliver your heart from the waywardness and the lure and the strong
control.

If you say, Lord, change my heart in this area. Deliver me. Give me fresh salvation and fresh deliverances.
And then it says, verse 10 and 11. This is amazing. Here's the divine activity that starts happening.

These terms are like pictures of action figures almost. Mercy. God's mercy and God's truth suddenly are
coming together.

In the soul of the believer, mercy comes and you experience it. Truth comes in like a flood and your mind
is renewed and you set free. They're meeting together in your soul.

They're coming. This is what happens when God revives a church. Mercy is shed abroad.
Truth is restored. And there's new life. And suddenly, mercy and truth are meeting together.

What else? Righteousness and peace are kissing each other. Intimacy. The activity of God in the soul and
in a church in a time of reviving.

And it says truth suddenly will spring out of the earth. It just suddenly arises. Do you know on Long Island,
God could begin a work of the Spirit and suddenly truth is springing out of the ground all over the place
that wasn't happening before.
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Truth shall spring out of the earth and righteousness from heaven. The activity of God promising fresh
mercy and work. Verse 12.

Look at this promise. Why don't you take this one for yourself and pray it and believe God to do it. The
promises of God are yes and amen to everyone in Christ.

Yes, the Lord will give what is good. Do you believe God loves you perfectly, infinitely, and He wants to do
you good spiritually? The Lord will give that which is good and our land, the land of your soul, the land of
your church, will yield her increase. And righteousness, here's the fruit and the result, righteousness will
go before Him and shall set us in the way of His steps on the highway of holiness again.

The narrow path of godly life walking before the Lord in closing. God has always brought revivals to souls,
to churches, to nations, to missionary work. The first Great Awakening, 1730's to 1780's.

Britain was gone morally horrendously worse really than even what we see now in America. God raised up
George Whitefield and the Wesleys. Jonathan Edwards in New England.

And just through the preaching and praying of God's people, God sent rivers from heaven and turned the
tide. And the Gospel swept the British Isles. George Whitefield preached in Boston when the population
was 12,000.

And Benjamin Franklin estimated there were 14,000 people there that day that came from everywhere. It
was like a prairie fire. Fast forward, 1857-1858.

The Fulton Street Prayer Revival. How many of you know about that? Fulton Street, Manhattan. Right
near Ground Zero Memorial.

Right there. The North Dutch Reformed Church, Fulton Street. A young evangelist, city missionary they
called him, Jeremiah Lanphier, had a burden.

He said, you know, | think it's a good idea maybe to start a prayer meeting for businessmen. He did. He
put up flyers about it.

And first day, he was there and nobody else. And then suddenly, two came in, three came in, five came in.
And within months, around New York City, there were 50,000 people gathering at noon in prayer
meetings.

They couldn't find buildings big enough to hold them. And that prayer revival, hundreds began to be
converted. And within a year, there were 50,000 recorded conversions and people joined the evangelical
churches.

In the day when you didn't walk the aisle, sign a card, and you're a member. No, you were examined to
see if your profession was credible. 50,000 filled the churches of New York City in the greater area.

And that prayer revival spread west like a prairie fire. All around the South to South Texas, all the way to
California. God ignited a huge season of revival in prayer.

Fast forward quickly, 1949, 52, Hebrides Islands of Scotland. Duncan Campbell was an evangelist. He
was preaching in England, but there were two little praying ladies in Scotland, in the Hebrides.

Sermonlindex.net | Page 14



Peggy and Sue. Thank you, historian. Peggy and Catherine.

Peggy and Sue, that's a Western song, I'm sorry. I'm sorry. Anyway, two little women whose ministry was
intercession in their house.

They had never been married. Hey guys and ladies, if you don't ever get married, God doesn't do that,
give yourself to a ministry of intercession. It's the biggest need.

A lot of young guys want to preach and teach. How many of them want to give themselves to a life of
prayer? So these ladies started praying. They had a burden.

And they called their minister to come by and they said, we believe God wants to bring Duncan Campbell
here. Would you send him a telegram or whatever? Well, he respected these ladies, so he did. Campbell
replied, | couldn't come for two years, I'm just booked.

So the minister comes back and tells the ladies, and to which one of them said, that's what Duncan
Campbell says, but God says he's coming. He's preaching on a platform in a conference in England. He's
supposed to bring the closing message.

And he's overwhelmed with this burden that he needed to leave and go to Scotland. He does. He leaves,
ultimately gets on a boat to go to the Hebrides Islands.

He arrives, | don't know, two days, three days later. He gets off the boat and there's a man standing there
who says, are you Mr. Campbell? Are you walking with God? Well, there's a meeting in the church tonight
you're gonna preach at. He said, how did you know | was coming? He said, how did you know to come?
God was at work.

And the Spirit of God swept those Hebrides Islands. Many, many conversions. | don't have time to tell that
story.

Fast forward, 1971, Western Canada. Bill McLeod, they were having a crusade, two weeks of meetings.
The Spirit of God fell and hundreds were converting.

They couldn't find buildings big enough for the crowds that began to come and it swept Western Canada
and parts of the northern states, northwestern states in America. God has always brought revivals. And
when the Holy Spirit comes, He comes suddenly, surprisingly, mysteriously, sometimes like a gentle
breeze, sometimes like a gushing wind.

It's like a snowball rolling down a snow-covered hill. It's growing. It's like a gentle light rain increasing and
more keeps coming until a downpour soaks everything.

The wind was blowing. That's how you explain Pentecost. The wind was blowing.

Acts 4, they pray, the house is shaken and they're all filled with the Spirit of God. The wind was blowing.
We need, brothers and sisters, for the wind to blow.

Your church needs it. Our church needs it. A teenage girl in our prayer meeting last Wednesday prayed for
this conference and for y'all that the Holy Spirit would be poured out.
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He can come. The hymn says, the Lord can clear the darkest skies, can give us day for night. Make drops
of sacred sorrow rise into rivers of delight.

Are you sorrowful today? Bring it with all your heart to the Lord Jesus. He can turn your mourning into
dancing and stay before Him, seeking Him, holding the horns of the altar, not letting go at the throne of
grace until in mercy He meets with you. Where are you this morning? Are you a bruised reed? He won't
break you, but He'll heal you.

Are you a smoking flax? He won't quench the smoldering embers of your love. Don't let the fire die. Say,
Lord, stoop to my weakness, mighty as Thou art.

Revive me. Restore me. Have mercy on me.

Give me what | need. Diagnose me fully and work in me deeply to do a new work for Your glory and for my
good. Can you pray that? Let's bow in prayer right now.

And | just want us to be before the Lord. And | want you right now in these moments to forget everybody
else. | want you to seek Him.

| want you to pray back to Him in these moments out of your own heart, what He's spoken to you. Say to
Him what He's spoken to you here this morning. Let's wait before Him in silence and ask Him to do His
work in our hearts.

Father, our hearts are naked and open before You. You know us all together. There's nothing hidden from
You.

We thank You from our hearts for past saving mercies, for saving us, for calling us, for adopting us as
sons and daughters, for justifying us freely by Your grace, for sending the Spirit of Your Son into our
hearts whereby we cry, Abba, Father. O Lord, our God, we ask You to revive Your work in each of us
today. Lift us to higher ground.

Come, draw us, and we will run after You. Lord, help us just to open the closed doors of our heart in fresh
new ways to You. We know nothing's hidden, so Lord, help us to come clean, to become transparent, and
walk into the light of Your presence, hiding nothing.

Come down, O love divine. Seek Thou this soul of mine, and visit it with Your own glowing passion.
Comforter, we are Yours.

Take us afresh. Draw us, and we will run after You. And within our hearts, kindle fresh love for You that's
consistent and that grows.

Lord, help us to be free of everything that hinders us, every besetting sin, even the slightest connection,
the slightest umbilical cord that has us connected to this world, the things of the flesh. Break every
bondage, we pray, set us free afresh. Lord, have us, fill us, own us afresh, we're Yours.

Revive Your work in our hearts, in our families, in our churches. And Lord, revive Your work in the church
of Jesus Christ. These are evil days, dark days, and great power is needed.

Where the enemy is coming like a flood, we pray the Spirit of God would raise a standard against him.
Lord, awake as one out of sleep, make bare Your arm again. Revive Your work in the midst of the years.
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And in wrath, remember mercy. Have mercy upon us. We bless Your name and we thank You for the
reality of what this psalm says to us.

Change us through it, change us with it, and seal it to our hearts. We ask in Jesus' name, Amen.

Video: https://sermonindex2.b-cdn.net/gt7ilSJtPW8.mp4
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/mack-tomlinson/a-prayer-for-revival-in-the-psalms/
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