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Dying to Live
by Mannie Troyer

The Christian life begins with death and continues with a crucified, dying life, where we surrender our will to

God's will and possess the abundant life.

Scripture: Luke 9:23, John 12:24, Romans 10:1, Galatians 2:20, Colossians 3:3

Topics: "Dying To Self", "Crucified Life"

Description

Mannie Troyer preaches on the importance of dying to self and allowing Christ to reign supreme in our
lives. The Christian life begins with death and continues with a crucified, dying life, where self must be
crucified for Christ to live in us. Many seek a satisfied life while avoiding the crucified life, but true
Christianity demands death to self. Without dying to self, we cannot bear fruit acceptable to God, and
victory in Christian experience comes through dying to self.

Transcript

In Galatians 2:20 we read, "I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me:
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave
himself for me." The Christian life begins with death and continues with a crucified, dying life.

The doctrine of death to self is urgently needed today. Much emphasis is placed on what Christ did for
man, but very little on what Christ wants to do in man. Christ wants to do much more in you than just give
you a one-time conversion experience. He wants to reign supreme. This means self must die. The modern
church is seeking the satisfied life and avoiding the crucified life. The crucified life demands death. True
Christianity never was and never will be popular because it demands death.

If Christ is not on the throne of your heart, then self is on the throne. Many religious people today know
that there is something drastically wrong and missing in their hearts. People know they are not what they
ought to be. They try a variety of things to improve themselves through sheer willpower and self-discipline,
hoping to be acceptable to God without going through the death route. Self can live very sacrificially and
will give up a lot of things as long as it doesn't have to die.

Self cannot be improved away. It has to die because life can only come out of death. Before we can
possess the abundant life, we must personally experience Calvary. The Bible tells us in John 3, "That
which is born of the flesh is flesh." Our flesh will remain flesh until it dies and makes room for the Spirit.
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Romans 10:1-3 says, "Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be
saved. For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. For they
being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not
submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God." The righteousness of God is made available to us
through the blood of Jesus Christ. It took death to spill that blood. Our righteousness is dependent on our
participation in that death. Too many people want to escape hell without dying to self, and they try to
establish their own righteousness. Self will endure a lot of hardships as long as it can continue to rule.

The confusion that plagues today's religious world comes from a watered-down, perverted Christianity.
Always making room for self, this Christianity has invented its own cross. As A.W. Tozer said, "The new
cross lets Adam live without interfering in his life. His motivation is unchanged. The new cross allows a
person to still live his own pleasure, only now he takes delight in singing choruses, spiritual songs and
watching religious movies instead of singing worldly songs and drinking hard liquor. The new cross does
not slay the sinner. It redirects him. It gears him into a cleaner way of living and saves his self-respect. The
message of the new cross is slanted in a direction to make itacceptable to the public. The philosophy
behind it may seem sincere, but its sincerity is deception. God offers life at the cross, not an old improved
life but a life that comes out of death."

John 12:24, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth
alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit." Nothing can bear fruit acceptable to God except a grain of
wheat that has died. Out of that dead kernel will come a great crop. We are known by our fruit. Unless you
have died to self, you don't have any. You can play at righteousness, play religion and play church. Unless
you die, you have missed the mark.

What does the Bible demand from an awakened sinner? He must repent and believe. He must forsake his
sin and himself. The awakened sinner can count on God to enable him to do this. The reason so many
religious people today are defeated is a mistrust of God. Because they fear God's Hand in their lives, they
try to be a Christian on their own, leaving self on the throne.

Without God's participation in our lives, we cannot be fruit bearing Christians. Without our participation
with Him in death, God will not make us fruit bearing Christians. Luke 9:23, 24, "And he said to them all, If
any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me. For
whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever will lose his life for my sake, the same shall save
it." This is the simplicity of coming to the end of the road and dying to self. In Luke 14:26, "If any man
come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea,
and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple."

In Christian experience victory does not come by trying. It comes by dying, and only out of this death will
come fruit.

In this land there are many professing Christians who remain alone for years without finding and
identifying with a local body of believers. While I don't judge them, I think most of these people are going
to stay alone until they fall to the ground and die. There is too much self on the throne for them to submit
and commit themselves to a local body, which is God's plan and design for all Christians. These people
will keep alone until they become willing to die.

Dying to live is not just something we believe. It is also something we do. If it is not, we have faith without
works. If we believe something, it will motivate us to do. We are not saved by works. We are saved by a
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faith that works. If our faith does not produce the fruit which comes from dying, we don't have saving faith.

Like the prodigal son, when we come to saving faith, we are permanently changed. The prodigal son came
to the end of himself in the pigpen. Right there he surrendered and crucified his will for the will of the
father. When he saw himself for who he was, and he saw God for who He is, he said, "I will arise and go to
my father. I am not worthy of anything." Dying to self is a matter of surrendering our will to God's will. We
too must arise and go to our Father.

Dying to self is not a once-in-a-lifetime matter. It has its beginning with repentance and conversion. At that
time one dies to all the self of which he is aware. After conversion, as the Christian grows and makes new
discoveries in his life, he senses a lingering presence of self that is reluctant and resisting death.

This is my testimony. When I repented in 1974 and became a born-again Christian, I was totally honest
with God. I was transparent and confessed and acknowledged everything that my conscience knew. As I
grew in the Lord, I made discoveries that shocked me. The Lord showed me there was still self which
would not give up and die.

This is why the Bible tells us we must die daily. We must take up our cross daily. Every born-again
Christian's heart should pray, "Lord show me if there be any wicked way in my heart." Death is not only an
experience that stays at conversion. Dying to live must be a way of life.

We can count on God to supply us with many opportunities to keep ourselves crucified. If we are what we
need to be, we will welcome these experiences as opportunities to die to self. Every unpleasant
experience may be God's way of helping us to become more like Jesus. Look at His example in
Philippians 2:5-8, "Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God,
thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the
form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled
himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross."

Examine yourself. If a command from God or other rightful authority arouses inner rebellion, it is time to
make certain that you obey. By disobeying the commandment, you are giving self a longer leash at the
very point where it has the most freedom - in the heart of rebellion.

If you have been wronged and the thought of vengeance is sweet, self is alive. If you swell in prosperity
but shrink in adversity, self is on the throne.

Yet if you are ignored, your good spoken evil of, your wishes crossed, your tastes offended, your advice
disregarded, or your opinions ridiculed and you remain unhurt and not embittered - you are dying to live. If
you are content with any food, any raiment, any climate and any society, you have death to self and you
have victory.

Romans 6:2, "How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?...Knowing this, that our old man
is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin."

In closing, Colossians 3:3, "For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God."

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/mannie-troyer/dying-to-live/
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