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Which Is Not Another; but There Be Some That
Trouble You.

by Martin Luther

Martin Luther emphasizes the importance of faith alone in salvation and condemns the false apostles who taught

a works-based gospel.

Topics: "False Apostles", "Justification By Faith"

Description

Martin Luther passionately defends himself against false apostles who were troubling the Galatians by
condemning him as an imperfect apostle and preacher. He highlights the ongoing warfare of
condemnation in the church, with the papists and fanatics opposing his doctrine while Luther condemns
their teachings. Luther asserts that every teacher of work-righteousness is a trouble-maker, emphasizing
that the papists and the whole synagogue of Satan are worse than false apostles for omitting faith and
promoting self-devised traditions. The false apostles accused Paul of disregarding the Law of God and
sought to undermine his credibility among the Galatians.

Transcript

Here again the apostle excuses the Galatians, while he blames the false apostles for disturbing their
consciences and for stealing them out of his hand. How angry he gets at these deceivers! He calls them
troublemakers, seducers of poor consciences.

This passage adduces further evidence that the false apostles defamed Paul as an imperfect apostle and
a weak and erroneous preacher. They condemn Paul, Paul condemns them. Such warfare of
condemnation is always going on in the church. The papists and the fanatics hate us, condemn our
doctrine, and want to kill us. We in turn hate and condemn their cursed doctrine. In the meanwhile the
people are uncertain whom to follow and which way to turn, for it is not given to everybody to judge these
matters. But the truth will win out. So much is certain, we persecute no man, neither does our doctrine
trouble men. On the contrary, we have the testimony of many good men who thank God on their knees for
the consolation that our doctrine has brought them. Like Paul, we 28are not to blame that the churches
have trouble. The fault lies with the Anabaptists and other fanatics.

Every teacher of work-righteousness is a trouble-maker. Has it never occurred to you that the pope,
cardinals, bishops, monks, and that the whole synagogue of Satan are trouble-makers? The truth is, they
are worse than false apostles. The false apostles taught that in addition to faith in Christ the works of the
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Law of God were necessary unto salvation. But the papists omit faith altogether and teach self-devised
traditions and works that are not commanded of God, indeed are contrary to the Word of God, and for
these traditions they demand preferred attention and obedience.

Paul calls the false apostles troublers of the church because they taught circumcision and the keeping of
the Law as needful unto salvation. They insisted that the Law must be observed in every detail. They were
supporters in this contention by the Jews, with the result that those who were not firmly established in faith
were easily persuaded that Paul was not a sincere teacher of God because he ignored the Law. The Jews
were offended at the idea that the Law of God should be entirely ignored by Paul and that the Gentiles,
former idol-worshippers, should gratuitously attain to the station of God's people without circumcision,
without the penitentiary performance of the law, by grace alone through faith in Christ Jesus.

These criticisms were amplified by the false apostles. They accused Paul of designs to abolish the law of
God and the Jewish dispensation, contrary to the law of God, contrary to their Jewish heritage, contrary to
apostolic example, contrary to Paul's own example. They demanded that Paul be shunned as a
blasphemer and a rebel, while they were to be heard as true teachers of the Gospel and authentic
disciples of the apostles. Thus Paul stood defamed among the Galatians. He was forced to attack the
false apostles. He did so without hesitation.
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