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(Clip) Is the Bible Your Treasure Book
by Michael Durham

This sermon emphasizes the importance of not just reading the Bible for knowledge but for a deeper interaction

with God. It highlights the need to see the Bible as a means to know, experience, and encounter God's greatness,

grace, and goodness personally, rather than just gaining information. The speaker shares a transformation in

their approach to reading the Bible, shifting from seeking knowledge to seeking a revelation of God's character

and love.

Scripture: Psalm 119:11, John 5:39, 2 Timothy 3:16, Hebrews 4:12, James 1:22

Description

This sermon emphasizes the importance of not just reading the Bible for knowledge but for a deeper
interaction with God. It highlights the need to see the Bible as a means to know, experience, and
encounter God's greatness, grace, and goodness personally, rather than just gaining information. The
speaker shares a transformation in their approach to reading the Bible, shifting from seeking knowledge to
seeking a revelation of God's character and love.

Transcript

I, too, like a lot of pastors, well-intentioned, used to encourage and exhort my church, read your Bible,
read your Bible, read your Bible, read your Bible. We even would have printed in our bulletin McShane's
reading schedule so we all could be reading the same thing together. And then one day God just showed
me the foolishness of that.

I discovered that there's not one text of scripture that commands me to read it, not one verse. You'll
search your concordance in vain to find it, but you will find exhortations and commands to study it, to
meditate on it, to muse, to think about it, to hide it in your heart. But why no command to read? Because
just reading the Bible is insufficient.

It has some benefit. I don't want to discourage you from reading a chapter a day to keep the devil away
because that's how most of us read. But that's not what you need.

That's not interacting with Jesus. You don't read your Bibles to gain information either. Now, we need
information.

We need knowledge. But that's not the purpose of why God gave you a Bible. He gave you a book so that
you might know Him, interact with Him, and see His greatness towards you.
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And when the Lord showed me that, it revolutionized my Bible reading. Until then, I have to confess that I
studied the Bible like most of us do, to learn, to learn more facts, to gain knowledge. And that's about all
that happened.

I could impress people with that knowledge, but that's about the only thing that happened. I could certainly
help somebody by giving them a verse, and I don't demean that or try to minimize that, but it usually had
no power, no life. Why? Because it was just coming from my brain.

When the Lord showed me that I'm to open this book, not with the intent of just learning knowledge and
facts about Him, but I am to open this book to hear Him, to see Him, to experience Him, this book became
a treasure. It no longer was my textbook, it was my treasure. And so, I get up in the morning and I open
my Bible, and I now read to see this big God.

I read to see just how big and great this God is, because I know today the enemy's going to come and he's
going to lie to me about my God. He's going to try to persuade me that my God is not as good as He
claims to be, not as gracious as He claims to be, not as great as He claims to be, nor is He as glorious as
He says He is. Therefore, I need to see it for myself.

I need to experience the glory. I need to experience His greatness, His vastness, His omnipotence, and oh
yes, His great grace toward me and His goodness. So now, I get up in the morning and I read, not just to
see how big He is, but how big He is to me and towards me.

That's what Jesus is saying. If my words abide in you, it's the means by which we interact, but there's yet
another and necessary thing. Because once again, even studying and meditating on the Word of God
apart from the Holy Spirit, there will be no help.

It will be black ink on white paper.

Video: https://sermonindex2.b-cdn.net/-PGbFjVGjzY.mp4
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/michael-durham/clip-is-the-bible-your-treasure-book/
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