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It Is the Blood That Saves

by Octavius Winslow

The blood of Jesusis precious, saving, and the most essential doctrine of the Bible, bringing usinto contact with
God and securing our salvation.

Scripture: Isaiah 53:5, Mark 14:24, Romans 5:9, Ephesians 1:7, Colossians 1:14, Hebrews 9:22, Hebrews 10:19-22, 1
Peter 1:19, 1 John 1:7, Revelation 1:5
Topics: "Atonement”, "Salvation through Christ's Blood"

Description

Octavius Winslow emphasizes the profound significance of the blood of Jesus in his sermon 'It Is the
Blood That Saves." He explains that the blood represents the new covenant and is essential for
atonement, offering forgiveness and healing to sinners. Winslow highlights that faith is necessary to
access the saving power of Christ's blood, which must be applied to the conscience for true salvation. He
reassures believers that the blood sanctifies, empowers prayer, and ultimately saves from condemnation,
leading to eternal life. The sermon concludes with a celebration of the blood's worth and its role in making
believers 'kings and priests unto God.'

Transcript

"And He said unto them, This is My blood of the new testament, shed for many."--Mark 14:24

Never did those lips, upon which grace shed its divinest, sweetest fragrance, utter words so precious as
these. The language is figurative, but the truth is literal. "This is My blood," or, this cup is the ‘emblem’ of
"My blood of the new testament," the new covenant, "shed for many," for the sins of beings whom no man
can number. We are thus brought into contact with the most essential and vital doctrine of the Bible, the
great Atonement of the Son of God. Beloved, the blood of Jesus is very precious to a poor, guilt-burdened
sinner. It is the blood that saves him. There is everything you need in the blood of Jesus, forgiveness for
every guilt-burdened, healing for every sin-wounded conscience.

The blood of Jesus speaks peace, the blood brings us into the holiest, and places us in the very presence
of the Father. It is the blood that keeps the heart pure, and supplies it with the most powerful motive to
holiness. It is the blood that sustains the soul in death, and after death places it before the throne in robes
washed white, with the "new song" breathing from its joyous lips. My soul, consider the blood of Jesus in
two or three essential points of light.
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It is the blood of the Incarnate God. Herein lies its intrinsic worth, its essential efficacy. The Deity of the
Savior gave it all its merit to atone, and all its virtue to cleanse. We marvel not that the apostle should
denominate it, "the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish." It is the most precious thing in
the universe--it is the precious blood of Him whose person is precious to those who believe. Is it, my soul,
precious to you?

And, then, remember that faith alone is necessary to make its saving virtue ours. Believe only, and all the
sovereign efficacy of Christ's blood is ours. This "precious blood" and "precious faith" constitute the two
most precious things in the universe.

Look at it, also, as applied blood. We know that the blood of the paschal lamb would have availed nothing
to the Israelites when the angel of death swept through the land to slay the first-born of the Egyptian, had
it not been really and visibly sprinkled upon their dwellings. It was the applied blood that saved them. So
must it be with the blood of Jesus, our Passover slain for us. If we want to be placed in a state of
non-condemnation, if we desire to be quite sure that we are safe from eternal death, the blood of Jesus
must be applied to the conscience. Rest not short of this, my soul! Clearly this is the mind of the Spirit in
those remarkable words of the apostle, "You are come to the blood of sprinkling." There is a present
coming to the blood of Jesus, and this gives us a present salvation.

It is the blood of Jesus that sanctifies. It sets us apart as a holy people for God, it cleanses the heart from
vain thoughts, worldly imaginations, and impure desires--from the taint and defilement of indwelling sin.
Rest not short, then, of the applied blood of Jesus. This will remove all your doubts, quell all your fears,
and bring you into perfect peace. The Holy Spirit is prepared to take of the blood of the covenant, and
sprinkle it upon your heart, and then all will be peace.

The blood will give you great power in prayer. Coming to God with this plea, you may open all your heart
to Him, confess every sin, disclose every sorrow, make known every need, and reveal, as in the light of
the noontide sun, every secret cloistered there.

In a word, it is the blood of Jesus that SAVES, saves us from a present condemnation, and saves us to a
future and eternal salvation. There is no salvation elsewhere. Here is pardon for the vilest sinner, for the
blood of Jesus Christ cleanses from all sin. Yes, dear Lord! it is Your blood, Your own blood, possessing
all the dignity and virtue of Your Godhead, and this will be my song and my joy through eternity, "Unto Him
who loved us, and washed us from our sins IN HIS OWN BLOOD, and has made us kings and priests unto
God and His Father--to Him be glory forever and ever. Amen."
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