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Lo, He Goes by Me, and I See Him Not
by Octavius Winslow

God's ways are often mysterious, but His love is always the foundation of all His conduct, and we can trust Him

even when we don't understand.

Scripture: Job 9:11

Topics: "Trust in God's Plan", "The Mystery of Providence"

Description

Octavius Winslow reflects on the mysterious ways of the Lord, emphasizing that believers often feel
bewildered by their circumstances, yet they are not alone in their struggles. He draws parallels with biblical
figures like Joseph, Jacob, Job, and Naomi, who faced trials that seemed incomprehensible at the time but
were ultimately part of God's perfect plan. Winslow encourages Christians to trust in God's wisdom and
love, even when His ways are hidden, reminding them that God's love is always present, even in dark
times. He urges believers to be still and recognize God's sovereignty, as their faith is strengthened
through these trials.

Transcript

Lo, he goes by me, and I see him not: he passes on also, but I perceive him not. Behold, he takes away,
who can hinder him? who will say unto him, What do you? Job 9:11-12

AND is this the way of the Lord with you, my beloved? Are you bewildered at the mazes through which you
are threading your steps; at the involved circumstances of your present history? Deem yourself not alone
in this. No mystery has lighted upon your path but what is common to the one family of God: "This honor
have all his saints." The Shepherd is leading you, as all the flock are led, with a skillful hand, and in a right
way.

It is yours to stand if He bids you, or to follow if He leads. "He gives no account of any of His matters,"
assuming that His children have such confidence in His wisdom, and love, and uprightness, as in all the
wonder-working of His dealings with them, to "be still and know that He is God." Throw back a glance
upon the past, and see how little you have ever understood of all the way God has led you. What a
mystery--perhaps now better explained--has enveloped His whole proceedings! When Joseph, for
example, was torn from the homestead of his father, sold, and borne a slave into Egypt, not a syllable of
that eventful page of his history could he spell. And yet God's way with this His servant was perfect.
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And could Joseph have seen at the moment that he descended into the pit, where he was cast by his
envious brethren, all the future of his history as vividly and as palpably as be beheld it in after years, while
there would have been the conviction that all was well, we doubt not that faith would have lost much of its
vigor, and God much of His glory. And so with good old Jacob. The famine, the parting with Benjamin, the
menacing conduct of Pharaoh's prime minister, wrung the mournful expression from his lips, "All these
things are against me." All was veiled in deep and mournful mystery. Thus was it with Job, to whom God
spoke from the whirlwind that swept every vestige of affluence and domestic comfort from his dwelling.

And thus, too, with Naomi, when she exclaimed, "Call me not Naomi, call me Mara: for the Almighty has
dealt very bitterly with me. I went out full, and the Lord has brought me home again empty." That it is to the
honor of God to conceal, should in our view justify all His painful and humiliating procedure with us. "It is
the glory of God to conceal a thing," as it will be for His endless glory, by and by, fully to reveal it all. But
there is one thing, Christian sufferer, which He cannot conceal. He cannot conceal the love that forms the
spring and foundation of all His conduct with His saints. Do what He will, conceal as He may, be His
chariot the thick clouds, and His way in the deep sea, still His love betrays itself, disguised though it may
be in dark and impenetrable providence.

There are under-tones, gentle and tender, in the roughest accents of our Joseph's voice. And he who has
an ear ever hearkening to the Lord shall often exclaim, "Speak, Lord, how and when and where you
may--it is the voice of my Beloved!"
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