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Mary and Jesus Are a Sign

by Paul Bramsen

The sermon explores the significance of Mary and Jesus as a divine sign, emphasizing their unique roles and the
importance of questioning in faith.

Scripture: Psalm 19:1, Isaiah 7:14, Luke 2:34, John 20:30, Romans 1:20
Topics: "Virgin Birth", "Divine Signs"

Description

Paul Bramsen preaches about the signs God places in our lives to guide us, drawing parallels between
physical signs like road signs and spiritual signs like the virgin birth of Jesus and Mary. He emphasizes
that the virgin birth of Jesus is a unique sign pointing to Jesus' identity and uniqueness, not just His
teachings or miracles. The preacher encourages questioning and seeking new truths as we ponder the
significance of the sign of Mary and Jesus, as revealed in both the Qur'an and the Bible.

Transcript

I am in my car driving to Caseyville. | come to a fork in the road. There is a sign. It reads "Caseyville" with
an arrow pointing right and "Appletown" with an arrow pointing left. | am not familiar with this road so | am
glad for the sign. | would be very foolish to turn left, wouldn't I?

I have driven almost 200 miles. | hardly need to look at the needle on the gas gauge. | know my car needs
gas. But if this were the first time | had driven this car, | would have glanced at the gas gauge frequently.

| stop at the gas station not only to buy gas but to use the restroom. Of course, there are two doors. There
is a diagram of a woman on one and the picture of a man on the other. | know which door is correct for me.
Words aren't necessary.

Signs made by people help and guide us every day. God Himself has placed signs in nature to help us.
God warns us that a storm is coming by sending wind and dark clouds. A meteorologist can help us
interpret such signs. God warns us that something is wrong with our health when we get a fever, feel dizzy
or get nauseous. Sometimes we need a physician to interpret the signs for us.

The Qur'an teaches that God has also placed signs in this life to teach us about Him and His will for us.
The created things teach us about God's character, power and wisdom. Consider the stars, the flowers or
the thousands of varieties of insects, animals and birds.

Sermonindex.net | Page 1



Sometimes God chooses people to be signs. According to the Qur'an, Jesus and his mother, Mary, are a
sign from God. (Sura 23:50)

How can both Mary and Jesus be one sign? We would expect both of them to be signs. Since the Qur'an
only mentions one sign, what is the message of that sign?

Perhaps Mary and Jesus are one sign because they shared one very intimate experience totally unique in
history. Mary was a virgin when Jesus was born.

Some people may say the sign is used to prove Jesus' teachings are from God. But | believe this isn't the
meaning of the sign. A person's method of birth does not prove that he will speak the truth.

Others may say the sign is proof that Jesus' miracles are truly from God. But in the Qur'an, Jesus' miracles
are also called signs. God would not use such a tremendous sign as the virgin birth merely to point to
other signs.

Probably the virgin birth points to Jesus Himself rather than his teachings or his miracles. The virgin birth
is unique. That means Jesus is unique.

What is unique about Jesus? The Qur'an proclaims the sign but does not interpret it.
My authority, the Bible, also calls Mary and Jesus a sign.

"Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign; the virgin shall conceive and give birth to a son...." (Isaiah
7:14)

Do you have questions about the sign of Mary and Jesus? That is good! Perhaps God has given you the
guestions. As you try to answer the questions you may discover new truth.

In the New Testament we read in the Gospel of Luke the words of Simeon, a righteous and devout old
man. Simeon came into the temple at the time when the infant Jesus was being consecrated to the Lord.
He spoke to Mary and Joseph, claiming Jesus was to be a light to all people and then remarked,

"This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken
against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed.” (Luke 2:34b-35a)

If the sign of Jesus and Mary is pointing toward the identity of Jesus Christ, Simeon is saying that many
people will speak against the identity of Jesus and in that way their heart reactions against God will be
revealed.

Ponder this. Ask God to give you insight.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/paul-bramsen/mary-and-jesus-are-a-sign/
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