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Unreached Peoples: The Tajik People of
Central Asia

by Paul Hattaway

The Tajik people, with a rich history and culture dating back to the fourth century before Christ, are a significant

ethnic group in Central Asia.

Scripture: Psalm 34:18, Proverbs 18:24, Romans 12:13, Hebrews 13:2, 1 Peter 4:9-10

Topics: "Missions Outreach", "Cultural Diversity"

Description

This sermon focuses on the history, culture, and people of the Tajik community in Central Asia,
highlighting their resilience, unique heritage, and warm hospitality. It explores their ancient roots, cultural
expressions through poetry, music, and art, as well as the diversity within the Tajik population across
different countries. The sermon emphasizes the importance of friendship, hospitality, and unity among the
Tajik people despite their varied political, religious, and economic circumstances.

Transcript

Oh Tajik people, oh people of grief, tears in their eyes like orphans, anger on their lips like captives.
Alexander the Great, Arabs, Genghis Khan, the Soviet Union. Great empires bent on conquest have made
Central Asia their crossroads.

As outcasts, as strangers in a forgotten corner of the earth, they wept alone. The Tajiks of Central Asia
can trace their culture back to the fourth century before Christ. They are the oldest surviving people group
in Central Asia.

With this history comes a richness of culture demonstrated in their poetry, music, painting, and especially
the warmth of the people. Today you are welcome. He who is a friend should be in touch.

His actions should show it. A friend is the key to the treasure of hope. Tajik women are known for their
colorful dresses.

Men wear the traditional toki hat and in some cases a heavy quilted coat called a chapan. It's impossible
to visit a Tajik home without being invited to share tea and conversation. And your visit is likely to be an
excuse for a generous meal of ash, a national dish prepared in every home.
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Interestingly, Tajiks are not related to the many Turkic peoples in Central Asia, the Uzbeks, Kazakhs, the
Kyrgyz, but are related to the peoples of Iran. Likewise, the Tajik language is a dialect of modern Persian.
Large numbers of Tajiks are spread throughout Central Asia, including Tajikistan, Uzbekistan,
Afghanistan, Pakistan, and even into Western China.

There are about 11 million Tajiks in Central Asia. Though they are joined by language and culture, their
political, religious, and economic lives can be very different. For more information, visit www.fema.gov

Video: https://sermonindex2.b-cdn.net/lJU3tOwZUWw.mp4
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/paul-hattaway/unreached-peoples-the-tajik-people-of-central-asia/
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