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EEmEEEEE-Training Children
by Paul Washer

Paul Washer emphasizes the biblical mandate for children to obey their parents and the critical role of fathersin
nurturing a godly family environment.

Duration: 1:00:07
Scripture: Ephesians 6:1
Topics: "Training Children"

Description

In this sermon, the preacher emphasizes the importance of living a life that is different from the world by
following Jesus Christ. He shares personal anecdotes about his family, highlighting the wildness and joy in
their home. The preacher challenges the notion of trying to be relevant to the world and instead
encourages believers to manifest Christ through love, humility, and service. He also emphasizes the
significance of strong relationships within families and the need to prioritize obedience and love between
parents and children. The preacher concludes by urging believers to live out their faith authentically, both
in public and in private.

Transcript

Let's open up our Bibles to Ephesians chapter six. asnssmnnnssmsmmmnn We will read verses one
through four. mmmmmm Children, obey your parents and the Lord, for this is right.

Honor your father and mother, which is the first commandment with a promise, so that it may be well with
you and that you may live long on the earth. Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring
them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord. mEEEEE EEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEN
EEEEN EEEN EEEEN EENEEN EEEEEEEEN EEEEEE EEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEENR
Here we have a passage about the relationship between fathers and their children.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEmEmmEEm This is very important for the New Testament church.
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN One of the reasons | say that is practical.
Enmsssnnn snnmmmmmmmmmm We know that it is impossible to have a healthy biblical church if
you don't have healthy biblical family.

EEEEEEEEEE EEEEmmEEmmmmE But there is also a theological reason. sassmmmmmmm One of
the things that is promised in the Old Testament smsemmmmmmmmmm, js that when the Messiah
comes, smmmmmmmmm, He will turn the heart of the children back to the fathers. EssEEEEEEEn®
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And the heart of the fathers back to the children.

esmmmmmmmm  That he would restore the institutions that God had established.
EEEEEEEEEmEEEmmmEE Don't think this is a small thing. ssssssssssmms Remember what
I've said throughout these meetings.

EEE?’EmmmmmEEEEEE |t S SO easy to appear spiritual when you're standing in a pulpit.
EEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEE [{'s easy to appear spiritual when you're walking among the brothers
and sisters in Christ. EEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEN, EEEEEEEEER But the true monitor of your
conformity to Christ EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE, SEEESESESEEEEESEEEEEESN EEEEEEE? EEER?
EEEE? EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE? EEEEEEEENEN, EENSEEEEEN ESESEEEEEEEEEEEE
EEEEEEEEESN EEEEEEN EEEEEEEN EEEEEEEN? EEEEEEEEN SESEEEEEEEEEEEE,
EEEEEEN EEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEN, EEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEE
EEEEEEEEN EEEE EEEEEEEEEDR EEEEEEEEEEN, EEEEEEEEEERE EEEEENE BN,
EEEEEEEEEEEEN EESESEEEEN, SEEEEEEN, SEEEN, SEEEEEE EEEEN EEEEEEEN,

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEN, EEEEN, ESESEEEEEEEN SEESEEEEEEEEEEN, EEEEEEEEHN,
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEE SEEEEEN, EEEEEN, EEEEEEEN SEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEE
EEEEEEEN, EEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEN, SEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEHN,
EEEEEEEEEN, EEEEEEN, EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEE EEEEEEEEEN
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN, EEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN, EESEEEEEEEEEEN EESEEEEEEEEEEEEE, EEEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEER EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN, EEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEE EEEEEEEEN
EEEEEE EEEEEEE EEEEN SEESEEEEEEEN, EEEEEEEEEEEEN, EEEEEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEE SESEEEEEEEENE SEEEE EEEEEE SN EEEEEEEEN SEEEEEEEEEEEEE
EEEEENE SEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN, EEEEEEEEEE EEEEE EEEEEEE
EEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEE EEE EEEE EEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEN, EEEEEEE
EEEEEEE? HEEE EEEEEE? SESESESEEEEEEEEE SEEEEEEEE ESEEEEEE? EEEEER?
EEEEEEEE? EEEEEE? SEEEEEEEE? SEEE EEEEENE? SEEEEEEEEN, EEEEEEEEEN
EEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEE EENEEEEEEEN EEEEEEE EEEN EEEEEEEN EEEEEEEE
EEEEEEEEEE? EEEEEEE? EEEEEE? SEEEEEEN SEEEEEE? EEEEEEE EEEEEN

EEEEN EEEEN EEER EEEN EEEEEEEEEERN EEEEN EEEEEER EEEEEEER
EEEEEN EEEER EEEEEEEER EEEEEEENR, EEEEEEEER EEEEENR EEEEEEER
EEEE’EEEEN EEEEEN EEEEER EEENE, EEEEEEENEEEEEEEEHN

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEE? SEEEEN EEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEN EEEEEEE EER?
EEE? EEEEEEEEEE? EEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEN EEEEEEE EEEEEER
E IEEEEEEEEN N EEEEEEEN EEEEEEER EEEEE? SEEEEEEEEN EEE? EEEEEEEEN
EEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEN
EEEN EEESESESEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEN EENEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEN
EEEEEEEEEERN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERN EEEEEEEERN EEENR
EEEEEEEEEEEN ESEESEENEEEEEEEN ESESEEEEEN ESEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEN SESSESESEESEEEEEEEN EESEEEEEEEEEN ESEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEE EEEER
EEEEEN ENEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEER EEEEEEEEEEEEEN
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EEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEERE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEN
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE SESSEEEEESEEEEEEEEN SEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEE
EEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEN SESEEEEEE EEEEEEE? EEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEER?
EEEEEEN EEEEEEEN EESEN EEN EESSEEEES EESEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEE
EEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEER EEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEN
EEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEE EEEEEE You know, it's really, really funny.

| was out in California several months ago. And | was with a bunch of students. And | was out there where
Dr. MacArthur preaches.

Out there at the school. And I'd have these 19-year-old students come upto me. em19mmmmmmmm And
they'd say, Hey, Paul, have you seen John yet? ammmmmJohn?mm mmm | knew they were talking to me,
because | know my name.

EEEEEEEEEEEEE But | said, excuse me? emmmmm Have you talked to John yet? assssEEEm?
Who's John? emmmmm? smmmmm? John MacArthur! sssmmmmmm? | said, young man, asssmmm |
am 50 years old. a50mm mmmmmm | do not call him John. smmemmmmmmmm | call him Dr. MacArthur.

emmmmmmmn Or Pastor MacArthur. eammmmmmm At best, Brother MacArthur. ammmmm We are a
nation that has lost respect for everything.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE |t just shows what kind of people we have become.
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE The more you move away from scripture, sammmmmmm, and fall back into the
darkness of paganism, aesssssssssEmEEEEE the more you begin to see everything disintegrate.
essmmmmmEmmEE, As the scriptures say, even the very foundations of culture, sEEEEEE,
EEEEEEEEEEEEEE Yyou are called upon not only to obey your mother and vyour father,
EEEEEEEEEEEEEN ©SEEEEEEER EEEEEEEEEEEER EEEEEEN SSENEEEEN EEEER
EEEEEEEEEEER? EEEEEEEN EEEE EEEER EEEEEEEEEEEEEEER BN EEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEN, EEEEEEEEEEEERE EEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEN EEEEEEEEN EEEEEEN EEEEEEEN EEEEEERN EEEEERE EEEEEEEEEN,
EEEEEEEEEN EEEEENEN EEEEN EEEEEEEEN EESEEEEENEEEN EEEEN EEEEEEEEHN
EEEEEEEEEEEERN EEEEEEER? EEEEEEEEEEEERN EEEEEN
EEEEEEEEEENEEEEENEEEEN EEEN EEEE SEEEEEN EEEEEN EEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEHN
IIIIIIIIIII,IIIIIIIIII? EEEEER? EEEEEEEEEN
IIIIIIIIIIIII,IIIIIIIII? EEEN EEEEEEEEEN E N BN EEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEDR
EEEEEEEEN, EEEEEEEEEEEEN, EEEEEEEEEEENR, EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER, EEEEEEENR, EEEEEEN, EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN
EEEEEEEEEEEN ESESEN EEEEN EEEEEEEEEEN SEEENEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEN, EEEEEEN, EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER ENEEEEEEEEEEEEN, EEEEDR
EEEEEN SESESEEEN SESEESEENEEEEEN SEESEEESEEN SESSSSEESSSEEEEEEEEEE EEEN,
EEEEEEEEEN, EEEEEEN, EEEEEEEEEEEEER EEEEEEEEEEENR, EEEEN EEEEN,
EEEEEEN EESEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEN EENEEEEEN EEEEEEEEN EEEEEE EEEEENR
EEEEEEEEEEEERE EEEEEN ESEEEEEER EEEEEEEEEEEER I EEEEEN SEEEEEEEHN
E NN EEEEEEEEEEEEN EEENEEEENEENEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEN,
EEm? III?IIIII, EEEEEENE EEEEEEEEEEEEER? EEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEN,
EEEEEEN EEEEEERN EEEEEN EEEEEEEER EEEEEEEEN EEEEN EEEEEEN EEN
EEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEERE EEEEEEEEEESEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEDR
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EEEEEEEEEEEEEEE SEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE BN EEEEEEEEEE EEEE |et's ook for just
a moment in Ephesians chapter 5. Verse 1. Therefore, be imitators of God as beloved children, and walk
in love just as Christ also loved you and gave himself up for us in offering a sacrifice to God as a fragrant
aroma.

EEESESEEEEEEEEEN EEEESEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEBE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN?
EEEEEEN ESSESSESEESESE ESESESEESEN SESESEEEN SESSESESEEEEEEEE EENEEER EEER
EEEEEEER EEEEEEEEEN EIEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEHN
EEEEEN EEEEEN EEEEEN EEEEN EEEEEN EEEEEN EEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER

EEEEEN EEEEEEEEER EEEEEEEER EEEEER? EEEEEEEN EEEEN EEN EEEEEEEHN
EEEEEEEEEEEEER EEEEEN EEEEN EEEEEER? EEEEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEERN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER EEEEEEEEEEEER
EEEESEEEEEEEEEESN ESESEENEEESESEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEN SEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEHN
EEEEEEEEEER EEEEEEEER EEEEN EEEEER EEEER? EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEN EEEN EEEEEEEEE EEN EEEN EEEN ESEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEDR Now
| am not against doing things with children in the church. | am not against doing things with youth in the
church. But | want you to listen to me.

We have children's church, right? Then there is youth church. Teenage church. | want you to look at some
things.

Why do we do that? Why? When | ask that question, here is the answer | get. Well, children need to be
with children. Young people need to be with young people.

Who told you that? Where did you learn that? Can you show me in the scriptures where you got that? Can
you prove that youth and youth, children and children are together? | will tell you where you got it. You got
it from the world. Started around the 60s.

Generation gap. Old people can't understand young people. Young people are smarter than old people.

And then began the cult of youth. To say that young people need to be with young people is a direct
contradiction of scripture. Look what the scripture says.

He who walks with wise men will be wise. Who should little boys be with? They should be with wise men.
Why? Because foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child.

You put a bunch of foolish children together. What do you have? You have a companionship of fools.
Each of them learning off of the other.

Can't you see this? | mean it's everywhere. Thirty year old men playing video games. Acting like fools.
Because they're not men. Because they've never had a man in their life. That is what is happening.

Where are the men? Where are the great men? A companion of fools. And they go on to destruction. An
illustration | used last night but I'll use again because there's some people here who weren't here last
night.
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In the movie Master and Commander representing the war between the French pirates and the English
Navy. When the English pull up beside the French pirates the boats are brought together and the English
are going to charge. You can imagine how dangerous this is.

Jumping from one ship to another. To attack the army and the other ship. The movie is fairly accurate
historically.

It's interesting. A teenage boy leads the charge. In command of the men.

Because he was a man. Gentlemen listen to me. One of our great responsibilities as fathers is to raise up
our sons to be men.

In order to do that they must have a man as an example. And they must be around other men who are
serious about doing the things men do. Like serving the Lord.

Rescuing the weak. Helping the poor. Taking the gospel to the world.

Living for a purpose greater than themselves. It is no one else's responsibility to raise your son or your
daughter. It is yours.

And God has not given you the right to turn that over to someone else. Especially someone who believes
completely the opposite of what you do. You turn your child over to Sunday school.

You turn your son over to Sunday school. And most of those classes are taught by women. You take him
to school.

And most of those classes are taught by women. Now some of you don't like what I'm saying. But what I'm
saying is true.

Where is the godly influence in their life? A masculine influence. Unless you just squash the spirit of a boy.
He doesn't want to sit in front of a television.

He wants to build forts. Three houses. He wants to run through the woods.
He wants to fight something. But the world tells you to domesticate him. To tame him.

To make him look no different than his sister and his sister no different from him. So in the end all you
have is a society of young boys with fancy haircuts funny looking jeans funny looking pants bracelets on
their arms and around their neck spending most of their time in a mall. This is not right.

See we can talk all kinds of things about theology and doctrine. But the fact is the world has just come into
the church and is so influenced that many of you are hearing the things I'm saying and it almost scares
you. Boys need a dad.

It's going to raise them to be a man. But guess what? Girls need a dad. Maybe even more than the sons.
They need the kindness of a dad. The affection of a dad. The tenderness of a dad.

A dad treating his little girl like she's made of glass. Except when she's had enough and is wrestling with
her brothers. A dad who so respects her and her mother that she learns how a man ought to treat her.
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No one touches her. No one treats her like a boy. She's not one of the gang.
She's not running with a pack of boys. No, she's completely set apart. She is precious.

And she knows it. And she's not going to allow some young man who doesn't have any sense in his head
get near her. Because she has seen the example of her father.

And she's not going to settle for anything less than that. You say, Brother Paul, if | get this involved in my
family, | won't have time to sleep. You'll have plenty of time to sleep when you're dead.

This is why fathers go to bed tired. Because we're pouring our lives into our wives like | said last night. And
into our children.

Because of the shortness of time, | want to explain two different things that is so important to give your
children. The first is the gospel. The gospel.

Listen, Christianity is not about it's not about giving your children a whole bunch of even biblical principles.
That's part of it. But it's only a small part of it.

Christianity is about giving your children the gospel of Jesus Christ. It's being able to say that although all
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, although all are under the sentence of death, God gave His
Son. His Son bore our guilt.

His Son suffered the wrath that was due us. His Son died in our place and rose again from the dead. He's
seated at the right hand of God and can give us life abundantly.

And life eternal. And it's not just about principles. It's not just about rules.
It's about life. Real life. The kind you can feed on.

The kind that flows like a current. The kind that manifests itself in love. Do you know what the goal of my
home is? This is my purposed goal in my house.

That when you walk in, there is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness,
and self-control. With two boys and a little girl and a wild man for a father, self-control is a little difficult. If
you came into my home, | don't want you to see just everybody sitting pretty.

| want you to see the wildness of life. When | put the key in the door, that my three little kids are on the
other side of the door already opening it. They jump on me.

And we wrestle all the way to the living room. And then when | throw all of them on the couch, | grab their
mother in the kitchen and dance across the living room. Dance.

That's very hard for a Baptist. And all the kids jumping on top of us. It isn't until mom's had enough.

What I'm trying to share with you is people hear me on the internet and they think he's got to be the
meanest, most frightening man in the world. And | always ask this question. How come no one ever puts
my sermons about love on the internet? | guess no one wants to listen to them.

Christ came to give us life to restore relationships and even when we all mess up to bring forgiveness
because it sets us free from guilt it cleanses our conscience and allows us to start again. | know a man
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who has raised a lot of godly children and he studied a lot of homes that have produced godly children.
And he says they're all sort of different.

But the one thing that he says they all seem to have in common is joy in the Holy Spirit. This world is so
full of darkness and grief. There ought to be one place where those children can see the light of joy.

And it ought to be in the face of their father and their mother. Now listen to me, men. | heard some things
last night about many of the men the Chinese men who live in Toronto.

And if it's true I'm very proud of you that many of you left your own country where you were professionals
very intelligent men and women. But to find a better life for your children you were able to leave it all. And
some of you work here for people who aren't half as smart as you are.

And sometimes it's a very difficult struggle. Other people prosper. You work hard.

| applaud you. But | want you to know there's something more wonderful that you can give your children
more wonderful than even having a better chance at prosperity. You can give your children a Christ-like
father.

| remember my father and his generation. He grew up very poor and he became successful by working
very hard. And | remember hearing him say | just want to give my children the things | never had.

But | didn't want him to give me the things he never had. | wanted a dad. God never called my dad to give
me the things he never had.

He called my dad to give his son a father. | know men who have been offered jobs two times the salary
that what they're receiving. And they turned it down because they said | would not be able to love my wife
and my children as | ought.

| would be out of my house 14 hours a day. | might give my children fancy new basketball shoes. But
God's called me to give my son and daughter a dad.

And wives, you need to understand that this is true. We have a saying you can't have your cake and also
eat it at the same time. You want your husband to be a good husband? You want him to be a good father?
He may not be able to prosper like the other man.

Because he cares more about you and he cares more about his family and his children than he does the
Canadian or the American dollar. And more importantly, he cares about the kingdom of heaven. A few
years ago, | was teaching on the family in Dallas.

On the second day of teaching, | realized everything | was teaching was useless. And | just stopped. And |
said, you know, we just need to cancel this gathering.

Because none of you men have the time to do what the Bible commands you to do. You're working 14
hours a day. Your wives have jobs.

And it's not to put food on the table. It's so that you can live in a certain neighborhood and drive certain
kinds of expensive cars. You'll never be able to serve God.

Because you're serving manna, money. We all have to make choices. God has called us to be fathers.
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And to raise up our children in the discipline and instruction of the Lord. Now we're going to take a break

for a few minutes. And then I'll come back and talk to you about raising up your child in the discipline and
admonition of the Lord.

Let's pray. Father, | pray that you would use this time to help your people. And help us in the next session.

In Jesus' name.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/24/S1D24162.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/paul-washer/m m m m m -training-children/
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