| sermon JeSl

mEE - Entering the Narrow Gate
by Paul Washer

Paul Washer emphasi zes the necessity of entering the narrow gate through true repentance and faith in Jesus
Christ, highlighting the cost of discipleship and the transfor mative power of genuine faith.

Duration: 48:28
Scripture: Matthew 7:13
Topics: "Chinese"

Description

In this sermon, the preacher emphasizes that getting saved is easy, as all one needs to do is believe and
pray. However, he also highlights that there are difficult decisions that need to be made in the process. He
uses the analogy of a camel passing through the eye of a needle to illustrate the challenge of leaving
behind worldly possessions and desires to follow God. The preacher clarifies that being a Christian does
not mean being poor or lacking education, but it does require leaving behind worldly hopes and following
God wholeheartedly. He urges the audience to examine their faith and ensure that they are truly walking
with Christ.

Transcript

Let's open our Bibles to Matthew chapter 7. I'm going to ask Brother Larry to read from verse 13 through
23. EEEEN EEEEEEEN EEEEEN EEEEEEEER EEEEEEN EEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEE?EEEEEEEEEE? SN SESEEEES SEEEEEESEE SESSEEEE EEEEEEEEN
EEEEEEN EEEEEEEER HEN EEEEEEN EEEEEEEER EEEEEEEEN EEEEEHN,
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEN EEEEEEE EEEN, EEEEEEEEN EEEEN EEEEEEEEEN?
EEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEN EEEEEEE EEEEEE let's go to the Lord in prayer. mmmmm Father, |
pray that your Holy Spirit would illumine our minds.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEE That we might understand your word. ammmmmmm That the Holy Spirit would
renew hearts. sammmmmmmmmmm That they might respond to that word, Lord.

EEEEEEEEEEEE That they might be saved. ammmmmm Lord, the words of the man are pathetic.
emmmmmmmmmEn They have no strength.

mmmmmE Lord, your Spirit. smmmmmm Taking your word. ammmmm Doing surgery upon the heart of a
man.
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emmmmmmmmmnm |ord, what is impossible for us is possible foryou. sssmmes ssssmmsnn |ord, will
so many perish without the gospel? mm mmmm mmmmmmmm Lord, you know you owe nothing to any
man. smmmmmmmE Butl pray, Lord, that you would spare some.

em mmmmmmmm And presentthem to your Son. ammmmmmmmmEE |n Jesus' name. aEEEEEEEEN N
this first verse, in chapter 13, verse 13.

mmmm Enter through the narrow gate, for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction,
and there are many who enter through it. EEEEEE EEEEEEE EEEEE EEEE EEEEEEE Here we
see hothagateandaway. ammmmmmmmmmmmm We enter into the way by passing through a gate.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE That gate or that door is Jesus Christ. amssmmmmmm And we are called to
enter through that gate. sammmmsmmmmmm Now the scriptures are clear.

mmmmmm There is only one Savior. ammmmmm And it is Jesus Christ. sammmmmm And we say that as
Christians.

Esmmnnn mmmmmnnE And that is why the world hates us. ammmmmmm Do you realize that many of
the Christians in the Roman Empire. amsssesmsssmmEE They were persecuted as atheists.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEE That was their crime. sammmmmmE® You say well that doesn't make any sense.
smmmmmmmmn They say how can a Christian be charged as an atheist.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE This is the reason. mmmmm The Christian denied all other gods.
esmmmmmmmmmnnE The Christian came to the Roman Empire.

essmmmmmEm And said no. mmm All your gods are false. ammmmmmmmmmm Your religions are false.
emmmmmmnmnnE Thereis only one God. ammmmmm And one savior. ammmm The son of God.

mmmmm Jesus of Nazareth. mmmmmmmmm And for this reason the Christians were hated.
essmmmmmmmE Now, | want you to think about something.

mmmmmnn [f the Christians had come to Rome. ammmmmmmmEE And said this. mm Jesus is a savior.

emmmmmmmmn They would not have had a problem. ammmmmmmm Because they would be saying
this. ammmmmmmmm There are many saviors.

EEEEEEEEEE Jesusis one of them. ammmmmEE Your savioris good. ammmmmmm But so is Jesus.

mmmmEE The same thing happens today in America. assessssns smmnnnnm [f | were to change
just one word in my preaching. ssssssmssmmmnn® | would be a very popular preacher.

Essssnemmmmmmmnnm Al | would have to do is do this. ammmmmmmmm Stop using the word the.
emmmEEE And use the word a. smmmmm Instead of saying Jesus is the savior.

EnmssssEmmmmEmmmnm Alll havetodoissay Jesusisasavior. EEEEEEEEEEEE ssemmnE And
everyone would love me. smmmmmmmm If you go into other religions of the world.

EmmmssssmmEEE Buddhism. mmm Hinduism. mammm Even the Muslim faith.
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emmmmmn [f you would just say that you're right smssmmmmmmm But Jesus is also a savior.
EEEEEEEEEE He's my savior.

EmEEEEE You may have another one. ammmmmmmmmm And that's okay. mmmm But Jesus is mine.

mmmmmmE You wouldn't have a problem. smmmmmm The world hates you because you tell the world
thatitiswrong. sEEEEEEEE EEEEE EEEEEEEEE This is why the nations hated the Jews in the Old
Testament.

EEEEEN mEEEEE mmmmmEEmEm At |east when the nation was walking with God.
EEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEE Because the pagan nations smmmmmmm they had all kinds of gods.
emmmmmmmmmnm They had thousands of gods.

emmmmmmmmmm And they were willing to say that Jehovah could be one of those gods. Eemmmm
EssssmmmEEEE Butthe Jews said no. ammmmmm Jehovah is the only god.

mmmEmEEEE Hearohlsrael. sammmmmmmnm The Lord our God. ammmmmmm The Lord is one.

EmmmEEE You see that's what you need to see today. smmmmmmmmm |f you believe mmmm what the
Bible says about Jesus smmmmmmmmmmmn the world will hate you. msmmmmmm But if you start
preaching a Jesus ammmmmmmmmmnE that is not the Jesus of the Bible smmmmmmm the world will
love you.

mmmmmE But Jesus looked at himself. ammmmmmmm And he said | am the way mmmmm the truth and
the life and no one comes to God except through me. ammmmmmmmm All those who came before me
mmmmm they were false.

mmmmm All those who come after me mmmmm they are false. smmmm It's me. mmmm | am the
incarnation of God.

EmEEEEEE That's what Jesus taught. ammmmmmmm Now, if you will just say Yes, that's what Jesus
taught. smm mesmmmn mmm And | reject it.

mmmmEE That's better than denying that he taught it. smmsssssmsmmmmmm That's why liberal
Christianity is not Christianity at all. amsssssssssss sssmER [t's absolutely useless.

EmmmmEEmERE |t's |ost its reason for existing. ammmmssmmmmEE Again, let me say this. ammmm |n
the Christian life, smmmmmm, in Christianity, ammmm, it's all about one person.

EEEEEEEEEEE |t's about Jesus. mmmmm Do you realize that Christianity is not necessarily a moralistic
religion? ammesEm seEEEmmEmEEmEE For example, mm, if you become a Buddhist, semeesssmm,
what does that mean? mmmmm? You follow things that he said. ammmeesessmmmmm And by doing
certain things that he said, smmmmmm®? You find some sort of peace.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEE Become a Muslim. mmmmmmm, you follow certain rules. smEEmE®E,
mmmmmmmm And by doing those certain rules, smmmmmmm, you save yourself.

essmmnn mmmmmm Christianity is completely different. ammmmmmmmmm |t's not about a set of rules.
EEmmmEmmEEEE Thatif you carry them out, smmmmmm, you will be saved.
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No, Christianity is about this. mmmmm it's about a person, smmmmEm®, Who saves US. EEEEEEEEEN
And we love him.

mmmmm And we cling to him. smmmm® And we trust in him alone. smmmmmm® And we honor him.

Emmmmm |t's about a person, ammmmmm, who died, smmmm, and rose again, smmmmm To pay for our
sins. ammmm, mmmmm And the Bible says that we are to enter through that gate. EmEEEEEEEEEEN
Now how do we enter through that gate? smmmmmmmm®E? We do so by repentance and faith.

EmEEmmEsns, ssmmmnm God calls every man to repent. smssmmsmmmmm And to believe the
gospel. mmmmmmmm Now this is where historical Christianity, smmmm mmmmmm, and modern day
Christianity, smmmmmmmmm, are completely different.

emmmmmmm How do you enter into Christianity according to the preachers today? mmmmmmEmm,
EEEEEEEEEEE? YOU repeat a prayer. ammmmm®E Just pick up any tract. sEemssssmemmE® In the
back of the tract, what does it say? smmmmmmmm? If you want to be a Christian, smssmmmmm, pray
this prayer.

mmmmmnm |s that not true? mmm? And if you pray the prayer, ammmmmm? At the end of the tract it says
this. amm mmmmmmm, Congratulations! mmm! You're a Christian! mammmmm! Welcome into the family of
God! mmmmmmm! Or there's an evangelistic crusade. ammmmmmm And the preacher gets everybody to
bow their head and close their eyes.

EEEN, mummmm mmmmm They lower the lights. mmmmmmmmmm They play soft music.
essmmmmEEEEE The preacher begins to talk very softly.

EmEEmssmssmmsms How many of you want to be saved? smmmmmmm? You don't have to be
ashamed. ammmmmm No one will look at you. smmmmmmm Raise your hand.

mmmmE Then when you raise your hand, smmmmmmm They go, | see that hand. smm s mmmm® Now
you can't escape. ammmmmmn | know who you are.

emmmmmmm Now come forward. ammmm Come forward. ammmm Remember, | saw you.

em mmmmmm And then, theyll even do this. mmmmmm They'll put Christians in the audience.
esmsmmmemmmnn And have them come forward.

EEEEEEEEEEEN snEEEEm mmmmmmmm And then they come forward. smmmmmmmm Do you
want to be saved? smmmmm? Yes. mmm Then pray this prayer.

mmmmmm And ask Jesus into your heart. ammmmmmmmm They all pray the prayer. ammmmmmnm And
then the preacher says this.

mmmm, Welcome into the family of God. smmmmmmmm® Now I'm not making this up, am I?
emmmmEEER? Many of you are smiling. ammmmmmm You've seen this happen.

eesmmmmEmEE Over and over and over. ammmmEEEEEE That's why practically everybody in North
Americais a Christian. saememesssssssssssssmnmEE And almost no one lives like one.
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essmmmmmmmmEE Then you say, Brother Paul, | got saved in something like that.
EEE EEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEE You did not get saved because of it. ammmEEEEEE YoOu got
saved in spite of it.

Emmm mmmmmm Even through the heresy of men. smmmmmems mmmmmmm God can still save souls.
esmmmmmmmmmmm And for that we are appreciative.

EEEEEEEEE Look at what we're doing. EmsEEEEEEEEEERE? That's what it means to enter in.
smmmmmnnmnn Just hold your place for a moment and go to Revelation chapter 3 verse 20.

This is a famous verse. The preacher will say this. Verse 20 Behold, | stand at the door and knock.

If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, | will come in to him and will dine with him and he with me.
And then the preacher says, God is knocking at the door of your heart. But the handle of the heart is only
on the inside.

God can't come in unless you open the door. And how do you open the door? By prayer. You open the
door and ask Jesus to come in.

And so what do you do?

You pray the prayer. EEEEEEEE EEEEEES, SESSEEEES, SESEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEN,

EEEEEN, EEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEEEERNE EEEEEEEEERN EEEEEEEEN ESEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEHN
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEERN EEEEEEEER E EEEEEEEEEER E EEEEEEEENR EEEERN
EEEEEN EEN EEEEEEEEEEEER AN EEEEEEEEEERNE EEEEEEER EEEEEER

EEEEEEEEEEN EESEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEN EEEEN EEEEEN EEEEEE EEEEEEEEHN
EEEEEEEEEER EEEEEEEEEN EEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEDR EEEEEEEEN EEEEEER
EEEE?EEEN EEEEEEEEEN SEEEEN EESEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEN EEEESESEEEESENEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEN EEENEEEEEEEEHN
EEEEEEEEEEENEEN EEENEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEN EEENEEEEN EENEEEEN EEEEEEEHN
EEEEEER EEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEN EEEEEER EEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEN SEENEEENEEEEEEEEN EEEENEEEEN EEEEEEN EEEEEN SEENEEEEN EEEEEEHN
EEEEEN EEEEEE EEEN EESEEEEEN EEEEENEEEEN EEEEEEEN

EEEEEEEEN EEEEEER EER EEER EEEEEN EEEER HE EEEEEER EEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEN ESEESEEEEEEEEN EEENEENEENEENEEEN EEEEEEE EEEEEEEE EEEEEER
EEEEEENR EEEEEEEEEN EEE EEEEEEEEEEEEER EEEEEENE? EEEEN H EEEEER

EEEEEEEEEEEER EEEEEEN? EEEEN EEEEEEEERN I EEEEEEER
I EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEHN EEEEEEEEEERN EEEEEEEER ENEEEEEEEEN
EEEEEEEEEERN EEEEEEER EEEEEEEERN EEEEEEN EEEEEEEER
EEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEDR EEEEN, EEEEEEEEEEEEER H EEEEER

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE N SEEEEEEEEN SEEEEEEN ESEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEER
EEE’EEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEER EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEE? HEHEN EEE

EEEEEEEEEN, EEEEEEN EEEEEEN, EEEEEEEEERN ENEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEER EEEN, AN EEEEEEEER
AN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEERN EEEEEEER EEEEN, EEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEER
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EEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEER? II,IIIIIIIIIII?
EEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEN, IIIIIIIII,IIIIII? IIIIIII,IIIIIIIII?
EEEEN? IIIII,IIIIII! EEEEEEN SEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEN
EEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEER IIIIIIII,IIIIIII! EEEEEEEENE,

EEEEEEEEEEEEER EEEEEEER EEEEEN EEEEEEEER EEEEE! EEEEEEEEEEEEEN
III,III,IIIIIII? EEEEEEEENR? EEEEN EEEEEER EEEEEN,
EEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEN EEEEEEN EEEEEEEN EEEEEER EEEEm! EEEEEEEN,
EEEN EEEEEEER II,IIIIIIIIIIIIII? EEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEN EEEEEN,
EEEEEEEEER EEEEEEEEN EEEEEEN? EEEEEEEEEER? EEN EEEEEEEN EEEEEHN
EEN EEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEER? I IEEEEEEEEEEER EEE EEEEEN EEEEEER
EEEEEER EEEEEEEEN, EENEEEEEEENR, EEEEEEEEEERN EEEEEEEEEN

EEEEEEN EEEENEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEN EEN EEEEEEEERN EEEEEEEEEEEEER?

EEEEEEEEEEE? EEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEN EEE? EEEEE EEEEEEEEEN
EEEEEEER? EEEE EEEEEEEEN EEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEER?
EEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEE? SEEEEEEEN EEEEE EEEE
EEEEEN EEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEE? EEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEER
EEE EEEEEEEE SESEEEEEEEEN SN EEEEEEEEEE SEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEER?
EEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEE EEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEE EEN SEEEEEEEN, EEEEEEEEEEN, EN EEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEE EEEEE
EEEEEN EEEEEEE EEN EEEEEEN EEEEEEEN ESEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEE EEEE
EEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE S SEEEEEEN SESEEEEEEEN SEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEE
EEEEEEEN EEEEEE N EEEEEN EEEEEEN EEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEE E EEEEEEEE
EEEEEEEEEN SEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEN SEEEEEE SEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEE
EEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEER? EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER? EEEEEER?
EEEEEEEEEEEEE? EEEEEEEEE? EEEEEE? EEEEEEEEEEEEN

EEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEN EESEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEE? EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN
EEEEEEN E SN SEEEEEEN EEN EEESENEEESEENEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEHN
EEEEEEEE EEENE? EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEE? EEEEEEEE? EEEEEEEEEN?
I EEEEEEEN EEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEER EIEEEEEEEEN
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER EEEEEEEEEEEEER EEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEN EEEEEE7EEEEEN EEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEN
EEEEEENR EEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEN EEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN? EEEEEEEERN EEEEEEEEEEEER EEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEEER EEEEER? EEENR EEEEEEEEEEER EEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEDNR
EEEEEN EEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEE EEEEEEN ESEEEEEEEE EEEEN EEEEEEE EEEEEEEN
EEEEEEEEERN EEEEEEEEEEEEER EEEEEEEEEEEEER EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEER EEEEEEEN, EEEEEN, EEEEEN
EEEEEEEEEEEEEN EESEEEEEN EEEEEEEE EESEEEEE, EEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEHN
EEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEDNR
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EEEE EEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEN, EEEEEEEEEER EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEEEN, EESEEEEEN, EEEEEEN, EEEEEEEEN 6 SESEEEEEN EEEEEEEEER
EEEEEE EEEE? SN EEEEE EEEN, EEEEEEN EEEEN EEEEEEN EEEEEEEEN EEEEEER
EEEEN EEEEEN, ESEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEER EEEEEEEEER EEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEEEEN EESEEEEEEEEEEE? ESEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEN, EEEEEEEN, EEEEEN EEEEEN, EEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEN,
EEEEEEEEEN, EEEEEEER EEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEN, EEEEEER EEEEEN,
EEEEEEEEEEN, SESSEEEEENE SEESEEEEESEE SEEEEEESEN SEEEEEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEN SEEEEEEEE, SEEEN EEEEEEEEEE EEEEE! EEER! BN,
EEEEEEEEN SESEEEEEEEEEEE! EEEN! ESEEEEEEEEEEEN, EN! EEEEEEEEEEEE |S
either already in your country, or it's coming there.

Reject it.
And stay with the scriptures. And stay with church history. Salvation is by faith alone.

But those who have believed, they have become new creatures. Regenerated by the Holy Spirit. And they
will begin to live a different life.

And so we go back to Matthew. Enter through the narrow gate. Now this is a narrow gate.
It is a restrictive gate. It's hard to press through. Kind of like a camel through the eye of a needle.

It's hard to get through there. All the stuff that you're carrying on your back. All the world that you're
carrying with you.

It's not going to go through there with you. And you've got to make a decision. Stay in this world.
And keep your stuff. And die and go to hell. Or reject the world.

And pass through the gate. Now I'm not saying here that Christians have to be poor to be saved. I'm not
saying that you should not go get a good education.

I'm not saying that God can't bless your life in every way. But all the hopes you have of this world, you
have to leave behind to follow Him. To follow Him.

The narrow gate. | would recommend to every one of you to read one of the most important books ever
written. It is one of the best illustrations of this passage.

And it's translated in Chinese. It's the Pilgrim's Progress by John Bunyan. What's amazing is this.

Almost all the preachers today say it's a wonderful book. But almost every one of them preach a different
message than what's found in that book. The gospel they preach totally contradicts Bunyan's gospel.

| can go almost everywhere and say, what do you think about Charles Spurgeon? And people say he's the
greatest preacher who ever lived. He's the apostle. And | say, then why do you preach completely
opposite of him? You see, true conversion is faith in Christ.

That faith is costly. Let's pray. Father, | thank you for your word.
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And | pray, dear God, that you would use it to bring people to Christ that they would enter in. God help
them. In Jesus' name.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/24/SID24126.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/paul-washer/m m m -entering-the-narrow-gate/
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