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Regeneration and True Christian Unity
by Paul Washer

Paul Washer emphasizes the transformative power of regeneration and the importance of living for God's glory

in the context of true Christian unity.

Duration: 1:17:11

Scripture: Jeremiah 31:31-32, Jeremiah 31:34, Jeremiah 32:38, Matthew 6:33, John 6:45, 2 Corinthians 3:3

Topics: "Regeneration", "Spiritual Freedom"

Description

In this sermon, the speaker shares a personal story of being lost on a mountain controlled by terrorists.
They prayed for direction and heard a bell and a little boy's voice leading them to a village called San
Mateo. Despite the fear of potential danger, they followed the boy and entered the village. The speaker
then discusses the concept of the bondage of the will, explaining that a lost person cannot respond to God
just as a dead person cannot respond to a doctor. They also talk about the importance of having a willing
heart and how God changes and strengthens believers. The sermon concludes with the speaker
emphasizing that heaven will not be boring because of the continuous joy and delight in the presence of
God.

Transcript

Again, it's a powerful voice there. It's a great privilege to be here. I'm going to move around a bit tonight in
the text.

I want to talk. My wife says one of my great problems is I'm always trying to cram 30 sermons into one.
And she's pretty much right about that.

But I want to talk this evening about how can we know that... I mean, some people will say, how can you
be sure that a genuine Christian will really have these things in their life? I mean, how can we be sure that
a Christian's going to grow in sanctification? How can you be sure that the Christian is going to cooperate
with God? And so I want to answer that question. But then there's also another thing that I want to talk
about a bit, and that is we hear a great deal about radical depravity, and men are radically depraved, and
we could go on and speak about that for quite a bit of time. But sometimes I'll listen to Christians, and
they'll use basically the same type of language to describe themselves.

Well, I'm just an old, wretched, wicked, my heart is just wicked, and who can know it? And all these
different things. And after they finish, I always ask them this question. Well, if your heart is that way, just
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what did God do to your heart when He regenerated you? Just what happened? I mean, is it true that the
Christian still is just wicked by nature with a wicked, fallen, adamic heart? I mean, what's going on? If
that's true, then just what happened to us when we got saved? Now, I want to look at some of these
things.

First of all, let's go to Ezekiel. And I usually like to take this entire passage, but I'm not going to do that
tonight because I want to hit on a couple of things in Ezekiel and a few in Jeremiah. But in Ezekiel 36,
verses 22, on through 27 and so forth, is one of the greatest illustrations of regeneration.

And Ezekiel seems to be prone to that. The Spirit of God is a tremendous manifestation of descriptions of
what happens when a man is born again. We have the question that's given to Ezekiel from God.

Ezekiel, can these dead bones live? And we see a wonderful illustration of regeneration when the Spirit of
God brings these bones together and puts sinew upon them and flesh and breathes life into them. And so
here, I want us to look at a few things. In verses 22 and 23, I'll just read it quickly.

Therefore, say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord God, it is not for your sake, O house of Israel,
that I am about to act, but for my holy name, which you have profaned among the nations where you went,
I will vindicate the holiness of my great name, which has been profaned among the nations, which you
have profaned in their midst. Then the nations will know that I am the Lord, declares the Lord God, when I
prove myself holy among you in their sight. Now, all throughout this, what are we hearing over and over?
Israel profaned the name of God.

Israel profaned the name of God with their idolatry, their immoralities, and so on and so forth. And so,
Israel is called on here not to look within itself to find a reason why God would save them. God says, I did
not save you because of you.

And that's true. That's true for the entire course of the Christian life. He does not save men because of
men, but in spite of men.

He says this, I saved you for the sake of my own name, for my own glory. And then He goes on to say that
after He saves them, the nations will know that He is the Lord. Now, God had made covenant promises
with Israel.

And because of their disobedience and their wickedness, they were judged. And in a sense, in that
judgment, you know, there was the question of is God powerful enough to create a people and to preserve
that people? And when Israel was taken off into captivity, it looked like every promise God had made was
unfulfilled. But by redeeming Israel and continuing His work, He got glory for His name.

And what I want you to see here that's so very important, He got glory for His name and through His
saving work in the nation of Israel, the nations knew that He was the Lord, the one and true God, because
no god acts this way. All the other gods of all the other nations are false. This one true God is the only one
who truly makes covenant promises and saves His people.

And so one of the great purposes of the saving work of God among His people is to get glory for His
name. Now, what do we have today in America? We have something quite the opposite. We have a
Gospel, by and large, that's very impotent, very reduced from the true Gospel, that invites men into the
fellowship of the church if they've prayed a prayer or gone through some little ride or nodded their head.
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And then, because of our belief in such things as you can be a Christian and be totally carnal all the days
of your life, and because churches refuse to obey Jesus Christ and practice compassionate and merciful
church discipline, because we claim to love people more than Jesus does. I hear people say all the time,
oh, we're not going to practice church discipline. We love people.

Jesus loves people. And He commanded His church to practice church discipline. So you're really out on a
wire when you say things like that.

But because we don't practice church discipline, by and large, because our Gospel is not a full Gospel, we
admit people into the church that really have no understanding. And when they stay in the church and live
in wicked ways, the nations look at the church and they don't say, my goodness, behold the power and
faithfulness of God. But they mock God.

And the prophecy is fulfilled that the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of us. So
you see, one of the things you've got to realize when we talk about church, Church is not about people. I
want you to understand that.

It is not primarily about people. And it is not primarily about meeting people's needs. Church is about the
glory of God.

One man who has a tremendously large church, he goes around everywhere teaching people how he did
it. And one of the ways he did it is he went to all the people in the magnificent city that he's a part of. He
went to all the people that was there and he handed out questionnaires.

What do you want in a church? And so basically, he went to all the lost carnal people in the entire city and
asked them a question. What do you want in the church? And when they filled out the questionnaire, he
made a church that was according to what they wanted. You say, well, that's terrible.

But don't we do the same? I mean, it's all to degrees, isn't it? How far are you willing to go? Do you want to
be a biblical church? Because it's only a biblical church that brings glory to God. You see, as a minister of
the Gospel, I will not be judged one day if I have a church of 10 or 10,000. I will be judged on my
truthfulness, my dedication, my devotion to Scripture.

And as a church that seeks to be, I know you do. I know your leaders seek to be, and many of you. It
seeks to be truly a biblical church and to be constantly moving in that direction.

You've got to see that the impetus here is the glory of God and His reputation among men and among the
nations. Now, we go on here, we see a perfect illustration of what happens when someone gets saved.
But before we go to that, I want to talk about one other thing about reputation.

When God redeemed Israel out of the land of Egypt, He's bringing them through the wilderness and they
commit a heinous crime and God tests Moses. And God says to Moses, Moses, basically, get out of the
way. I'm going to destroy them and I'll make a people out of you.

And Moses stands as the intercessor and he says no. And this is his argument. If you destroy Israel here
in the wilderness, your enemies will say that although you had the power to redeem Israel from Egypt, you
did not have the power to bring them into the land you promised to them.
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So one of the things I want you to see in the work of salvation, we can always count on that He who began
a good work will finish it. Why? Because His reputation is riding upon the work He's doing. This is about
His name and not yours.

So God never begins a work of salvation that He doesn't finish. Now, people will take that and say, yes, of
course. I mean, He saves you and no matter what you do, He's going to take you on into glory.

No, that's not true. Because salvation is not just you being redeemed from hell and then one day you
being placed into heaven. Salvation is past tense, the moment you believed you were saved from
condemnation and wrath.

And it is present tense in the life of the believer you are being saved from the power of sin. And it is future
tense. One day you will be totally delivered from a fallen world and flesh.

And so when I say that He who began a good work and you will finish it, doesn't mean that Bubba is going
to get saved, live like hell, and one day go to heaven. But it means this. If Bubba truly gets saved, God is
going to work in his life all the days of his life, transforming him, changing him, loving him, teaching him,
directing him and disciplining him and then one day bringing him into glory.

And God's going to do it and make sure it happens because His name is riding upon it. You see that?
Now, this is what he says in verse 24. Now, I want to read this with emphasis on the personal pronoun, I,
because it's referring to God.

God here speaking. For I will take you from the nations, and I will gather you from all the lands, and I will
bring you into your own land, and I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean. And I will
cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols.

Moreover, I will give you a new heart and I will put a new spirit within you, and I will remove your heart of
stone from your flesh, and I will give you a heart of flesh, and I will put my Spirit within you, and I will cause
you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances. Now, notice some things
here. First of all, I. God says I, and then He says will.

Most people have this idea that God saves man. And in salvation, you've got all these lost people, and you
have this impotent deity that's on the throne, weeping and wringing His hand, saying, oh, I just want to
save so many people, but no one wants to cooperate with me, so I can't do anything. That's not true.

God has called forth a people. He resurrects them from the dead and makes them His people. But then,
many people think that there is God on the throne going, oh, I've got all these Christians, all these
children, and they just won't obey Me.

They just won't follow Me. I just want them so much to hear My voice and follow Me, but they just won't
cooperate. That's not true either.

That's a lie. It's not biblical. It's not scriptural.

It brings no glory to God. Listen to what God's saying here. He's saying, I will take you out of the nations.

I will bring you into your own land. I will sprinkle clean water on you and you will be clean. I will cleanse
you from all your filthiness and all your idols.
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I will take out your heart of stone. I will give you a heart of flesh. I will put My Spirit in you.

And listen to this, folks. I will make you follow My commands. Now, do you see an impotent deity there?
Do you see a God wringing His hands just hoping someone will cooperate? No.

You see a God who says, I'm going to create a new people. And in that new people, every one of them is
going to have a heart for Me. And they are all going to follow Me.

And I'll see to it that the work I began in them, I will finish it. You see? So much for they've been a carnal
Christian for 20 years. Now, He says first of all, in verse 24, He says, I will take you from the nations.

I will separate you. I will separate you from the rest of the world. Now, let me ask you a question.

Is that a reality in your life? Can you point to God's work of separation in your life? Of Him separating you
from the ways of this world, the things of this world, the desires of this world, the futile thinking of this
world. Can you see God doing a work of separation in your life, separating you from all that displeases
Him? Can you see Him working that way? Can you look back in the past and see God working to separate
you from all the things that are contrary to His nature and will? Can you see a work of separation going
on? Have there been times when even you wanted to bolt and yet you knew it didn't matter? God had you
caged in. You belonged to Him.

He was in front of you, behind you, beside you, separating you and making you His own. And jealously
and zealously guarding over you. Is that a reality in your life? Can you look back and see how God has
separated you from the world? But not only separate you from all that is evil, but He says also I will bring
you into your own land.

He will not only separate you from all that is evil, He will bring you to Himself. You see, separation just in
itself is nothing more than being a Pharisee. Legalism.

Some people's Christianity is I don't do this, I don't do that, and I don't do those things. But separation,
biblical separation, has the purpose of I am leaving that which is dark. The darkness is now passing away.

The true light is already shining. I'm growing in Christ. I'm being pulled away from these things of the world
in order to cling to God.

In order to draw near to Him, to live in His courts, to live in His ways, to feel His pleasure, to fellowship with
Him. Is that a reality in your life? Can you see God working in your life to separate you from things that are
displeasing to Him, from temporal things of this world, and drawing you to Himself in fellowship? Can you
see that in your life? Now, he goes on in verse 25, and he says, Then I will sprinkle clean water on you,
and you will be clean. Now look at that.

You will be clean. I tell the story, I was raised on a cattle ranch, and you could always tell boys who were
either farmers or ranchers, because every crevice of their body had dirt in it. Under my neck, dirt.

You know, in the creases of your arms, dirt everywhere, dirt. Displayed all the time outside. And I can
remember, you know, I'd go in the house, Mom would say, take a bath.

And one time I was about 9 or 10 years old, and I'd walk in the house about 8 o'clock at night in the
summer. She says, go ahead and jump in the bath. And I said, Mom, I don't think I will tonight.
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My mom looked at me and she said, You will take a bath. End of story. And so, I go in there.

I mean, behold, look at this. My mother has more power than your version of Jesus. My mom can make
me take a bath.

Your Jesus can't make you do anything. No, my friend. He says, I'll sprinkle clean water on you.

You will be clean. And then I go in there and I get in the bathtub. And you know how, I don't know if you've
had boys, but this is the way boys do it.

They love swimming holes, mud holes, fishing holes, every kind of hole you can imagine. You get them in
a shower. And I don't know, it's like acid rain.

And so, you know, a little bit of water come out and I'd do like this. And then I'd grab a white towel and it'd
be solid black. And I'd come out of there, you know, just.

And my mom could haul hay better than any man you've ever seen. She wrestled cattle, anything. My
mom had so many calluses on her hands that you prayed that she used a washcloth.

Because if she got a hold of your body, it was like a rasp. My mom took one look at that towel of hers. She
took one look at me.

She put me back in that water. When my mom got done with me, the Shekinah glory of God was coming
forth from my body. She took off several layers of skin.

I'm convinced of it. Isn't it amazing that my mother has more authority over me than most people's view of
Jesus Christ and His authority over them. God says, no, you're my people.

I will clean you. I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and all your idols. Now, if I could describe my
Christian life in the last 25 years, if I could describe my Christian life, it would be this.

God being loving and faithful to cleanse me from my filthiness and my idols. That would be it. That's one of
the greatest realities in my life.

You know, all this talk, all these young guys, I want God to use me. I want God to use me. It's really not
what it's all cracked up to be.

That's not the goal. I want God to change me. I don't want to be what I was.

I want to be like Christ and He'll be faithful. I sing a song to my little boys. I did until they got old enough to
know I had a terrible voice.

But when I was trying to put them to sleep, I would always sing this song. My sons, I am weak and I'm
trembling. For the Lord, I am always remembering.

Oh, what a strong shepherd holds you in His arms. He'll break you and make you His own. I feel like I
have been broken into a trillion pieces.

All by the hand of my God, not by the work of the devil. My body's broken with arthritis. Both my hips have
been replaced.
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My wrist is made out of metal. My elbow is soon to be replaced, they tell me. I got more metal in me than a
Tonka truck.

I hurt all the time. My fingers hurt right now. I bless the name of my God, because He has used these
things in my life.

To do what? Cleanse me from my filthiness and from my idolatry. Is that a reality in your life? To be like
Him? To be conformed to His image? I remember one time before I had my hips replaced, I lived in
chronic pain. The doctors had me on medication and everything.

And I remember walking out one time in Peru. It was kind of drizzling. It was horrid.

I was out on this old patio and it was dirty. And I was hurting so bad, I was just crying. And I remember
crying out to God, Oh God, why? Why? Why? And no, I didn't hear a voice.

I didn't impress, but I remembered. I looked, it was like, just almost like a film. All those times, my college
years, crying out to God.

Oh God, I don't care. I don't care if you have to... You know how you prayed when you were a wild college
new convert. God, just kill me, grind me into powder.

Do anything, but make me like Jesus. If I'd have known what that meant, I'd have never been brave
enough to pray it. You know, one of the most horrifying statements in the Bible is God will give you the
desires of your heart.

It really is. You say, what's wrong with that? Well, let me give you an illustration. Pharisees desired to be
honored of men.

God gave them their reward in full. And then they went to hell. I remember there was this guy in seminary
with me.

And man, he was, I guess, wealthy or something. I mean, he had a jacuzzi. A seminary student, you know.

Lived in this real nice apartment. Drove this great car and all this stuff. And he was always saying, Paul,
disciple me.

I said, man, I'm not wasting my time on you. Because all he ever talked about was he wanted to be a
pastor of a big church with a big TV ministry. That's what he was all about.

And I mean, if some important person from the SBC came on campus, you can be assured this guy would
be snooping him out. He was all about knowing the right people. It was just unbelievable.

Years later, I come back from the jungle and I'm preaching somewhere. I think it was Tennessee or
something. And the preacher had the television on after church.

And Adrian Rogers was on or something. And we're in there eating. And all of a sudden, Adrian Rogers
goes off.

And I hear this new program comes on. You know, it's this day of power or something like that, you know.
Be all you can be or something.
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And I know, well, you know. So I'm eating and all of a sudden I hear a voice. I go, man, I know that voice.

I know that voice. Who on earth is that? And it was that guy preaching to a great big church of lost people.
And what he was preaching was nothing more than baptized psychology, self-help, and your best life now.

And I went, well, God gives you the desires of your heart. I have other friends. I can remember doing
nothing but them crying out, I want to be like Jesus.

They're pastoring tiny little congregations in obscure places. And they're like a rose in God's garden. And
they're like a rose in God's garden because they desired the better things.

You see, it's about conformity to the image of Christ. And God will do it. It's not a question of anything.

It's not a question of if He will. He will do it if you belong to Him. He will not let you go.

He will discipline you. Now, let me say something about discipline. And again, I'm trying to put 30 sermons
into one.

A lot of people think discipline is a result of sin. That's not always true. There's two types of discipline.

There is discipline as a result of sin. We all know about that. When God may discipline us for sin.

But there's another way in which God disciplines. It's like training. For example, I had weak legs.

I wanted to be a good basketball player. So every day after we'd feed the cattle, I'd run a mile home
behind the truck with ankle weights on and all kinds of stuff. I'd hurt really bad.

But it was training. In the same way, God will discipline His children. When they stray off the line, He will
discipline them for sin and bring them back.

But He will also discipline them to greater godliness. And it's not necessarily a result of sin. OK, now let
me just throw something out to you.

Jacob I loved, Esau I hated. Now, the word hated there in the Hebrew means hated. If it meant something
else, they'd have translated something else.

All right. It means hated. It means that God loved Jacob and he hated Esau.

OK, that's exactly what it means. But when you look at it, you realize that Esau, God fulfilled every promise
that ever promised Esau. Esau was so wealthy and so prosperous when Jacob came back into the land
that he needed nothing from Jacob.

So how is it that God demonstrated love towards Jacob and hatred towards Esau? In this. You never see
one time God intervening in disciplining, correcting and training Esau. Never once.

But you see God beating the living daylights out of Jacob every day of his life. And that is the
manifestation of the love of God. He let Jacob, he let Esau go.

He would not let Jacob go. And when Jacob came back over into that land, he was limping and broken
and had a new name. You see, God will cleanse you from your filthiness and your idols.
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Now, this is also a great promise. It's a new covenant promise. Very important for those of you who have
besetting sins.

Now, this does not teach that one day on this earth, all of us are going to be perfect. Not at all. We will
always struggle with sin.

But it is talking. You can have hope here about besetting sins. That God, you need to believe Him, He will
work in your life and continue working in your life so that some sin that is a besetting sin will be overcome
sooner or later.

It will be. You'll see to it. Because there's a great difference between a Christian who fights against sin,
struggles with sin, lives in brokenness and repentance, and a Christian who is under the yoke of a
besetting sin that is seeking to master Him.

So He gives us hope here of a freedom and a greater sanctification. Now, here's how He's going to do it in
verse 26. Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you, and I will remove the heart
of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.

What does that mean? Well, first of all, we should be very careful not to do hyper, hyper literal
interpretation here. A lot of people say heart of flesh. It must be a wicked heart.

No, in this case, flesh refers to something good as opposed to a heart of stone. Yet a statue of a man up
here made of stone, you could prick him, kick him, prod him, beat him, electrocute him. Whatever you
wanted to do, he would not respond.

Why would he not respond? He's an inanimate object. He's stone. But you take a man, a giant man,
whatever, and if he's a man of flesh, you can do all those things and he's going to move.

He's going to flinch. He's going to respond to the stimuli. That's what he's saying here.

I'm going to take out your heart of stone that cannot respond to divine stimuli, your dead heart of stone.
And I am going to exchange it for a heart of flesh recreated in the image of God and true righteousness
and true holiness that will respond to me. So how can we be certain that God is going to accomplish the
work in his people because of the work of regeneration? You see, salvation is not merely a human
decision.

It's a supernatural work of God whereby he literally makes you a new creature. With a new nature. With a
new heart, OK, now, and he goes on and he says, I will put my spirit within you.

Wow. The very spirit of God that hovered above the waters, creating the universe, he's going to put this
creating spirit, this recreating spirit within you and cause you to walk in my statutes, he says. This word
can also be translated, make you walk in my statutes and you will be careful to observe my ordinance.

Why? He's going to see to it. Why is he going to see to it? Because his reputation is online. How is he
going to see to it? Through coercion and manipulating you? No, he's going to change you and give you a
willing heart.

That's how. Let me share with you something about the bondage of the will. People get all upset when I
say that a lost man can't respond to God.
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Well, it's true. A lost man cannot respond to God in the same way a dead man cannot respond to a doctor
who says, hey, get up, come with me to the hospital and I think we can fix your problem. Putting the
proverbial cart before the horse, aren't we? You see, here's the way it works.

When you hear that men cannot come to God, apart from the regenerating work of the Holy Spirit, you
say, well, that's not fair. I mean, if men can't come to God, then it's not men's fault. Well, you need to
understand why men can't come to God.

About Joseph's brothers, it says this, that Joseph's brothers could not speak a kind word to him. Now, if
you study the guys, all his brothers, they weren't they weren't mute. They all talked rather well.

It says they could not. That's the language. They could not speak a kind word to Joseph.

They had tongues, they had lips, they had brains. They talked all the time. So how is it they could not
speak a kind word to Joseph because they hated him? It was their hatred towards Jacob that made them
totally incapable of speaking a kind word to him.

And sometimes people say that, you know, oh, I could never forgive him because I hate him so much for
what he's done to me. Right. You can, you won't and you won't because the enmity in your heart is so
great against that person.

When I say men cannot come to God, they cannot come to God because they hate him so much. And that
is a moral failure and that is cause for blame and guilt and judgment. OK, so how does anybody get
saved? Have you ever thought about that? Here's the way some preachers will look at it.

I hear preachers say this all the time. If we just show the world, Jesus, they'll be saved. No, because
Jesus showed the world Jesus and they didn't get saved.

Now, let me set up the scenario for you. Some let's imagine we have a curtain right here and Jesus is
standing behind it. Now, some people think if we'll just reveal Jesus, run the curtain, pull back the curtain
and show Jesus, people will get saved.

No, they won't. Why? Because you forget the audience is blind. They're blinded by their own hatred.

Have you ever heard that type of language? That man's just blinded by his hatred. He's blinded by his
racism. Men are blinded by their hatred toward God.

So you pull back the curtain, they don't see anything. Whatever they see of Christ will make them hate him
more. And that's why every bit of knowledge they get about God, they restrain it and push it down because
they don't want any part with God.

So so some preachers say, you're right, Brother Paul, we need to preach Christ, pull back that curtain and
pray that the Holy Spirit opens up their eyes so they can see him. Well, that's problem, too. Why? If you
open up their eyes and they see Jesus as he really is, the only thing that's going to come out of their
mouth is crucify him because they have a heart that hates him.

So in order for a man to come to Christ, you have to preach Christ. The Holy Spirit has to give sight to the
blind and he has to give them a new heart recreated in the image of God and true righteousness and true
holiness. And with that new heart that is conformed to the image of God, they look at the image of God
and are irresistibly drawn to him in love.
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That's the way it works. And the ones that are drawn to him, he continues working in them to change them
and he puts his spirit within them and he causes them to walk. Not out of coercion, manipulation or fear,
it's just they're seeing more and more of him and they're being more and more conformed to his image
and the spirit is strengthening them more and more so that they're growing in the things of God and
obedience to his commands.

Now, I want us to go for a moment to Jeremiah, Jeremiah 31. This passage of Scripture is the longest Old
Testament quotation in the New Testament, Hebrews chapter eight, it's quoted in almost its entirety, verse
31 of chapter 31. Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with
the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, not like the covenant which I made with their fathers.

And the day I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant, which they
broke, although I was a husband to them, declares the Lord. Now, what kind of covenant did God make
with Israel when he brought him out of the house of Egypt? Well, here's first of all, let me let me just share
something with you folks. You need to understand this.

Israel came out of Egypt. The nation of Israel came out of Egypt. It was a physical nation.

Descendants of a physical man by blood, the man Abraham, it was a physical people, just like calling the
Mongolians or calling the Arabs or calling the Filipinos. Or it was a physical nation, most people have this
idea that Israel, everybody in Israel was saved, everyone in Israel was a God fear, everyone in Israel was
regenerate and the working of the spirit. No, Israel by and large, Israel was a physical nation and only a
small portion of that nation actually was God fearing.

You see a remnant, always the remnant, those people that came out of Egypt, no sooner did they get out
of Egypt, they're in idolatry. Constant disobedience and murmuring, do not think that this is a regenerate
group of people and they're all going to heaven. It's not.

It's a physical nation. And in that physical nation was a small group of people who had truly been
regenerate, whose hearts had truly been changed. They were a remnant.

Now he brings this physical nation out to the mount and Moses goes up and gets some laws, 10 laws, 10
words written on tablets of stone. And he brings these tablets of stone down the mountain, these external
blocks of stone with the commandments written on them and places them before the people. Now, the
people are basically unregenerate, lost, wicked, without the spirit.

And what is Romans 6 and 7 tell us about that? The more the lost carnal man has the law pressed upon
him, the more he kicks against it and fights against it. And so what do you have in the covenant with
Israel? You have tablets of stone being brought down. You have 10 commandments external being
brought to a group of people whose hearts were never changed and didn't love God.

But he says the days are coming when I will make a new covenant that won't be like the covenant I made
with them. And how will that new covenant be? He says, but in verse 33, this is the covenant which I will
make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the Lord. I will put my law within them and on their
hearts.

I will write it. I will be their God and they shall be my people. He says the days are coming.
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When I will create a new people and they will not be just a physical nation. And I will not bring some
external law down and try to place it upon them, but I will create a new people and I will literally change
their hearts. I will be their God.

They will be my people and I will take my law and it will literally become a part of them. I will write it on
their hearts. And not just on a small remnant of them, on every one of them.

All my people, each and every one of them, from the least of them to the greatest of them, will all have
new hearts and I will write my laws on their hearts so that it comes down and it says this, verse 34, they
will not teach again. Each man, his neighbor and each man, his brother saying, know the Lord, for they will
all know me in Israel. That wasn't the case, was it? A small remnant of people truly knew God.

The rest were idolaters and everything else. He said, that's not going to be the case. I'm going to create a
new people.

I will write my laws on them and they will all know me to such a degree. They will all know me from the
least of them to the greatest of them, and no one will have to declare to another, know the Lord. Now, this
is absolutely beautiful and absolutely terrifying.

Why? He says a person that's truly regenerate, that is truly a part of my people will know me. That doesn't
mean he'll be a theologian. That doesn't mean he'll know all the great doctrines that are to be known.

But it does mean that what they do know about God will be true. In the vital, essential things of
redemption, they will know that their sins are forgiven, their iniquities remembered no more because of
what God has done for them. There will be a true knowledge of God in their mind and in their heart.

Each and every one of them. Now, there's this idea today that the reason why I talk so much about the
remnant, there's this idea today I hear it all the time. And it goes something like this, the preacher gets up
and waxing prophetically and he goes, there's just as much pornography in the church as outside of the
church.

There's just as much adultery in the church as outside of the church. There's just as much lying and
thieving and everything else in the church is outside of the church. There's just as much wickedness in the
church as outside of the no, there's not.

No, there's not. The problem is what you're calling the church is not the church. People have this idea that
everyone on Sunday in a brick building is the church and then in that church, there's a remnant of spiritual
people.

That is not true. There is no remnant theology in the church. The church is the remnant.

The church are the true people of God. I hear preachers sometimes, you know, calling, you know, the
bride of Jesus Christ acts like a whore. How dare you call the bride of Christ such a name? Let me tell you
something about the church in America.

She's beautiful. She's beautiful. She's broken.

She's humble. She's humble. She knows her sin.
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She knows her struggles. But she's trembling, she's broken and she's looking to Christ. The problem is
what most people today are calling the church is not the church.

Josh McDowell made me so mad one time he stand up there and he goes, 75 percent of our Christian
youth don't think the resurrection of Christ is important. And I'm going, Josh, if they don't think the
resurrection is important, they're not Christian youth. What's wrong with you? Or, you know, get some
beloved deacon stands up in the middle of a church where men are tearing each other apart and goes,
brothers, we're all Christians.

We shouldn't be hating one another. If you're hating one another, you're not Christians. You see the
problem? You adapt to the name.

Oh, I got the name. That's what I am. No.

Prove make your election and calling sure. Bring forth fruit worthy of repentance, you shall know them by
their fruits. The Church of Jesus Christ is absolutely beautiful.

I said, well, Brother Paul, you mean that people who are truly converted won't struggle with some of these
things? No, they may struggle with some of these things, but they will be broken and looking to Christ in
these things. But to think that the precious bride of Jesus Christ acts just like or worse, some preachers
say, than the world, I would not want to stand before Christ on Judgment Day having said such a thing
against his bride and against his power to save. The church is beautiful.

It's just what we're calling the church is not the church. It's very important. Look at the new covenant
promises here.

He says they will not teach again. Each man is neighbor and each man is brother saying, know the Lord,
for they will all know me. That doesn't mean that the New Testament church doesn't have teachers.

Ephesians four tells us it does. But what it means is this. There will be a knowledge of God among God's
people.

I go up into the Andes Mountains, high up in the mountains, and many of those men can barely read. No,
they can't quote all the great doctrines and things. But I want to tell you something, you throw some heresy
across their table and they recognize it.

They know Jesus is the only way they know Christ is the only answer. They're trusting in him alone.
They're turning from hopes and good works into salvation in Christ alone.

I mean, there is a knowledge of God. It's absolutely astounding, even though it is in its simplest form. So
what happens when someone gets saved? I'll never forget one time I was preaching at a youth thing for a
first Baptist church somewhere, no small city.

And after I got done, I felt pretty good about it. And then I'm called into the pastor's office. I said, what's
going on? I said, well, you've been accused of heresy.

I've been accused of heresy. I'm trying to think, OK, what did I do? All right, I'm going. What did I do? It's
as well, you know, the the young man who's over the youth department and everything, he said that you
were I don't know exactly what it is or anything I haven't heard, but we're going to have a council.
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And I said, OK, I'm sitting there. Guy walks in. Pastor goes, OK, you know, what did Brother Paul say?
And he goes, he stood up and he goes, Pastor, I love Brother Paul.

But Brother Paul said that Jesus Christ was God in the flesh. The pastor goes, yeah. All right, this guy had
gone all the way through.

He was the leader of the youth group. There's such rampant ignorance of God among those who profess
to be a part of the church. Such lack of discernment.

Among those who claim to be a part of the church, I was preaching in Tennessee a while back and big
discussion after I was preaching and I was wondering what's going on, all these girls and their moms were
back there just going at it. And they came towards me. That's always a scary sign.

They came towards me and they said, Brother Paul, we got a question and we just can't figure out what
the answer is. It's OK, we got a real debate going, some of us think yes, some of us think no, but, you
know, it's OK. I mean, it's OK, isn't it, for us to take our daughters and stuff to a Britney Spears concert?
And I went, I only have one response.

The only thing I can think of saying to you right now is I would assume that most of you women are lost
and without Christ. Because there's no way on the face of the earth a true Christian would even question
such a thing. You see, just, well, what's wrong with that? Sometimes names need to be called.

I get in so much trouble because I'll call them Robert Shuler, people like that. They're arch heretics. They
deny everything about the Christian faith.

They're enemies of the cross. He denies all the major doctrines of Christianity. Joel Osteen denies all the
major doctrines of Christianity, and yet people say, oh, I think he's so nice.

Why do they never say that about me? You see, there's rampant lack of discernment, but God said that
won't be the case among his true people. They will all be taught of God. OK, now I want to go on to one
other passage in Jeremiah.

Chapter 32, verse 38. And here goes this reoccurring theme, they shall be my people and I will be their
God. This is what he's saying.

Look, this maybe doesn't happen much here, but it happens a lot in Alabama. You go visit someone,
knock on somebody's door, go to their trailer or whatever. And they say, hey, you know, I just want to visit
you.

You haven't been in church in 28 years and I just, you know, like to invite you back to church. Come on in,
pastor. Just come on in.

Have a seat, polite as they can be. And you look at them and you go. You begin to talk to them about the
Lord and they go, pastor, just stop.

You're right. You're just right. You're just right.

I need to stop doing all this stuff. Just need to stop doing all this stuff. Need to stop going to all these
honky tonks.
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I need to just stop drinking this beer. Need to stop watching NASCAR on Sunday. I need to stop doing all
this stuff, pastor.

You are right. And I need to come to church. I just need to do the right thing and get myself in church.

You're looking at a lost man. You know why? You know what he's actually saying? Have a little
discernment. This is what he's saying.

You're right, pastor. I need to stop doing all the wicked things I love. And start doing all the righteous
things I hate in order to go to heaven.

That's exactly what he's telling you, which means his heart is not changed. And the meetings I was in last
week, a lady had been in church for about 50 years, was saved because her whole thing was morality.
Another man was saved about three days into the meetings because he figured out his whole thing of
Christianity was just doing the right thing, no matter how much he hated it.

Christianity is not morality. It's a supernatural recreation of God, whereby the heart is changed. And
therefore, the commandments of God are no longer a burden.

You say they will be his people, he will be their God. It's what he's always he will recreate their heart in
such a fashion that for finally, he has a family. Now, he goes on and he says this, and I will give them one
heart and one way.

I love this. I love this. I could preach five hours on this, but I promise you, I won't.

You ever see these groups? They're out there, they're praying, you know, the body is so divided, the body
of Jesus is so divided, we're just all so scattered. Why can't we all be one? Kumbaya and all these
different things. Oh, the body is just so scattered.

We need to pray that the body of Christ will be one. No, we don't. You see some things that you take as a
promise you shouldn't take as a promise you should take as a reality.

Jesus prayed that his people would be one. And I want you to know tonight they are. The people of God
are one and they're not divided because if they are, then Jesus prayer failed, which I just don't think
happened.

And in the new covenant promises, it says they will be one. He says, I will give them one heart. He will.

Now, let me explain this to you. That doesn't mean everyone's got pristine theology, but it does mean in
the people of God. But it does mean this.

I'll tell you something. I can sit down beside a good old Baptist boy on a plane, begin to talk to him about
the Lord and he'll clam up and not want to hear anything I'm talking about. But sometimes I can sit down
with a Nazarene, begin to talk about the Lord.

And even though we would disagree on some major issues, that Nazarene gets so excited about Jesus
Christ and begin to talk all the things the Lord has done in their life and everything else. When you come
into contact with a true believer, another true believer, even though you may differ in some doctrines and if
you do, you should lovingly discuss them. But when you actually come into contact with another true
believer, you will find your heart being one with them.
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I'll never forget, we were making our way, it was during the war, and we were making our way up into the
mountains of Valle Baca, well no, in the mountains of Acerradero in Departamento Amazonas in Peru.
And we had to go, literally, we rode 22 hours in the back of a grain truck covered in a black tarp on the
equator. That's not a lot of fun.

And but it's great weight loss program. And then at night when they reached Acerradero, which means it
used to be an old sawmill, they pulled the tarp off and me and a Peruvian jumped out of the back and
made our way into the jungle. And we slept that night kind of on a concrete slab, covered up.

And then we started up the mountain because we had to get to these believers who were very
discouraged. And so we're making our way up the mountain, takes a long time, takes a full day. And by
nightfall, we were pretty much lost.

We didn't know where we were at. We knew that part of the mountain was controlled by terrorists. We
knew that if they saw us, we'd be dead.

And so we got down and we're just praying, God, please give us some direction. And all of a sudden I hear
a bell and hear a little boy's voice. And he had it was a little boy with a burro.

And he was going back to a village called San Mateo. And so we just didn't have a choice. We said, let's
just follow him.

Now, we didn't know once we got to the village, is it controlled by the terrorists? Did the communists own
it? What's going on here? If we walk in here, we're going to die. But we had to get somewhere. And so we
walked into the village.

It was pitch dark. I was kind of bent over like this, trying to look really small. And my friend Paco, who
traveled with me all the time, he said, Are there brothers here? And some man went, oh, there's an old
evangelical woman over there.

She's a Nazarene. And we made it over there and I knocked on her door and I'll never forget. She opened
up the door, just terrified, didn't know if it'd be terrorists or what it would be.

And she opened up the door and had that lantern. She was about to stall. And she looked up at me and I
said, soy pastor evangelico, necesito tu ayuda.

I said, I'm an evangelical pastor. I need your help. She grabbed me, pulled me in there, pulled Paco in, ran
us down into this basement that was carved out of the mud in the side of the cliff.

She ran up the stairs. She got started. She sent out this one little boy to go get so-and-so.

And people started coming, gradually sneaking in. And they were bringing chickens and cutting up yucca
and everything else and preparing a meal and everything. And then hit us there in the hay.

And we're one. We're one. The real people of God are one.

Now, their doctrine might not always, in some things, in the major things, yes, but in some things there
might be some differences. But the love between them will cause them to risk their lives for one another.
These silly people who don't know theology, praying all these silly things that have already been done.
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The problem is so much of what's called Christianity is not Christianity. He said, I will give them one heart
and one way, and that'll be a way of Christ. It'll be a way of holiness.

I've sat down and I am not one of these persons who says that doctrine is just not important. We all ought
to love Jesus. I think we all ought to love Jesus, but doctrine is important.

But at the same time, around this world, I have fellowship with such people in dangerous circumstances
and be one with them when they come together in fellowship in the name of Jesus Christ. Those who truly
have the Spirit of God. They are one and they are willing to risk their lives for the other one, one heart and
one way.

And he says this for their own good and for the good of their children after them. Now, I want to get to 40
and this is where we're going to end. Forty and forty one.

He says, now I will make an everlasting covenant with them that I will not turn away from them to do them
good. Now, listen, look up real quick. When the greatest thing Southern Baptists do is just tell half the
story.

You read that God promises, I will make an everlasting covenant with them, I will not turn away from them
to do them good. There you go. Security of the believer once saved, always saved.

I prayed that prayer. Now I live like hell and I'm still going to glory. That's not what it means, because the
same God who says.

I will make an everlasting covenant with them. Not to turn away from them, to do them good, and then look
what he says. And I will put the fear of me in their hearts so that they will not turn away from me.

You've got all these people running around like wild dogs in the yard, claim to be Christians, no sense of
God's will, no care of being a part of his church, of fellowshipping, of serving, of missions, of the word, of
growing in holiness or anything. But bless God, they're saved. And even if they live like hell, they go, well,
you know, he's made an everlasting covenant to never turn away.

But what you need to understand, how do you know God has made an everlasting covenant with you to
never turn away from you to do you good? You know it because he's put the fear of him in your heart so
that you will not turn away from him. But if his fear is not in your heart keeping you in the right way, then
you need to be afraid whether or not he's really made a covenant with you. Do you see what I'm saying?
You've got to get two sides of the story.

This one was beautiful text about assurance and security. He says, I'll make an everlasting covenant with
this new people I'm going to make. And I will not turn away from them ever to do them good.

Now, we look at that as though we were like Israel, OK, even though we're going to live like who knows
what pagans, he'll never turn away from us to do us good. No, because the second part says he puts the
fear of God in each one of his children so that they do not turn away from him. And then he says this.

Verse forty one, I will rejoice over them to do them good and will faithfully plant them in this land with all
my heart and with all my soul now to rejoice over someone that's kind of bridal language that's honeymoon
language, a man rejoicing over his bride with the greatest immeasurable joy. And what he's saying is this
with such joy, I will do my people good. You know, some of my charismatic friends, they always say they
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say, you know, the greatest act of faith is to raise the dead.

You raise the dead. You got faith. And I say, oh, it's nothing for a Baptist preacher.

We do that every Sunday morning. You know what the greatest act of faith is? The greatest act of faith, in
my opinion, is for me to look. In the mirror of God's word.

And see all my flaws and shortcomings and fears. And to believe that he loves me as much as he says he
does, one of the things that believers do not do enough of, and that is to keep themselves in the love of
God, as Jude commands. Keep yourself in the love of God.

You know, I'm not a plant expert or anything, but if you say you're having trouble with your plants and I go
over to your house and they're all in the closet, I'm pretty much going to figure this one out. And what am I
going to say? You've got to keep that plant in the sunshine. That's exactly what Jude is saying, keep
yourselves in the love of God.

Keep a constant awareness of the love of God, constantly believe the love of God. I'm one of the happiest
people on the face of the earth. Just so you know, if anyone ever asks you who's the happiest person on
the face of the earth, you can just give my name.

I used to be one of the most miserable human beings and I'm talking about before conversion. I was
raised in a family where if you scored 98 on an exam, why didn't you score 100 and get the four extra
points on the bonus question? You scored 22 points in a basketball game. You could have scored 30 if
you'd have just done this right.

When I was saved, I imagined God to be that way. And I was convinced that I was going to enter into
God's inner circle and I was going to work harder than anyone's ever worked on the planet. And I wasn't
going to eat or drink water or smile or anything.

I was going to be as spiritual as possible, intimidated absolutely everybody. And worked 18 hours a day
and the only thing I could reap from it was a full view of all my failure in devotion, service and everything.
And one day I collapsed on the third floor of a building in Mia Flores and an old building we were using as
a church and also to take care of street kids during the war.

And I collapsed on the third floor, an abject failure in the ministry and a failure in my devotional life. And
this was actually my prayer. God, I don't want to go to hell because I'm afraid of hell, but I don't want to go
to heaven because I'm ashamed.

I'm not Charles Spurgeon. I don't have the mind of Jonathan Edwards. I don't have the faith of George
Mueller.

And I'm not the missionary that your servant, Hudson Taylor, was. I guess I'm just not getting in that inner
circle. And that is when God began to work in my life.

And I can almost tell you, I have almost no ambition in a certain sense. Oh, I want to be used of God and
everything like that. But I have nothing to prove and I have nothing to gain.

I am completely and perfectly loved by my God because of the finished work of Jesus Christ. And I hope
you know how happy that can make a human being. Nothing to prove.
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I mean, the first will be last and the last will be first. Everyone thinks, well, if I just take the last place here
on heaven, I'll be first in heaven. No, when the first is last and the last is first, there's no first and last.

There's no first or last. The humble hear it and are glad. Preachers who think they've accomplished
something get very angry because they expect to get some kind of big reward up there.

Fact of the matter is, he's our reward. Fact of the matter is, all this hellish, damnable, sensual, earthly
pecking order that's on earth. You see, all of us, there are places we can't go.

There are places where we're none of us are in the inner circle. We can't even get through the door. We're
not great.

We're not going to be famous. None of those titles matter. When you come into the kingdom of our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ, all that demonic stuff falls away.

It's just him and we're just brothers. Nothing to gain because we've gained everything already in him,
nothing to lose because he's too strong. We're just loved and he rejoices over us to do us good.

He rejoices over us to do us good. If I had to think of one thing and I don't want to sound too emotional
here, but if I had to think of one thing that must pain the heart of God is the way that you don't believe how
much he loves you. But it's hard, isn't it, because you can't find an example outside of God of how much
God loves you.

I mean, just no one loves like that. His love is unreal, almost to the point of being unrealistic. I mean, how
could he be this good? How could he be this kind? How could he be this merciful? He doesn't say, I will do
something for you because I made a covenant with you and I have to know.

He says, I will rejoice over you to do you good. It will fill me with glorious joy to do you good, my people.
Oh, you have not because you ask not.

He wants and desires to do so much more. To manifest so much more of his goodness to you than you
could ever imagine. And that's one of the reasons why all these winds come in and blow you away from all
these trinkets that have no value.

He's separating you for himself, but for your own good. It's an absolutely beautiful thing. And he says this,
look at this.

And I will faithfully plant them in this land with all my heart and all my soul. Nowhere in Scripture is that
repeated. Now, God is speaking as a man.

He does not have a heart and he does not have a soul. But nowhere else is this language used. God said,
I will faithfully bring you to the place that I promised to bring you, and I will do it with all my heart and all my
soul.

Isn't it amazing? He never uses that statement in another place. He's going to finish the work in you. He's
going to do it.

That is absolutely spectacular. Cannot lose, cannot not be loved. Israel, you have a great God.
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An old country preacher friend of mine is absolutely brilliant. He's got the mind of Jonathan Edwards, and
he looks like Jerry Clower. He'll sometimes start preaching about what God has done, and he'll back up
and say, Oh, folks, we got ourselves a God.

We got ourselves a God. How much he loves you. You know, one of the most pitiful things about
preaching, and one of the greatest pains in the preacher's heart, is that he knows he does not
comprehend even the smallest matter of these things, but he knows even what he has comprehended, he
cannot communicate.

Language fails. It's one thing I love about Spurgeon. Very often in his six trillion sermons that I've had to
read, he is almost constantly saying, Language fails me here.

Language fails me here. Do you ever read the book of Revelation? It's wild, isn't it? I don't understand
anything about that book. Well, anyways, but I do have an idea about apocalyptic language.

You know, Ezekiel, he sees God, and what does he see? A wheel within a wheel, and all these different
things. Then you see John, and here's this Christ with gray hair, and flaming eyes, and sword coming. I
mean, it's just absolutely, it's amazing.

I don't think it's really like that. So don't you believe the Bible? I believe every word of it's infallible. But I
believe here's what's going on.

When God reveals Himself, His beauty, His splendor, His holiness, His justice, everything about Him is so
beyond anything the mind can comprehend, that it almost drives a normal man mad. His language is taken
over by a mind that simply does not know where to go. And He speaks forth only what He knows to speak,
but He knows it's... He just can't grasp it all.

Like in the Song of Solomon, when she's describing her beloved, He has a head of gold and black as a
raven. Darling, that doesn't make a whole lot of sense. But what's going on there is this.

She's so raptured in His love, she's just literally about to run into a wall. Like my wife did the first time she
saw me. But what I want you to see is this.

Just the beauty of your God toward you. Now, you can say one thing, you say, the beauty of God. It's very
important, someone surely ought to get their PhD writing a paper on that.

The beauty of God. But then it's quite another thing to say, the beauty of God toward you. The beauty of
God toward you is so great, that if He were to allow you to see the smallest glimpse of it, it would be so
great, it would drive you mad.

Your mind would not be able to comprehend it. The beauty of Him toward you. The greatness of His love
toward you.

I believe that one of the reasons we will have to supernaturally be changed to be in glory will not simply be
to avoid sin. That is a quite small thing. But we will need new receptacles to be even able to gaze upon His
beauty toward us.

And what's amazing, let me just let you in. None of you have probably been to heaven, and so let me
explain to you some things. You get to heaven, and you seek God as you've never seen Him before.
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And if you had not been supernaturally strengthened at that moment, you would go mad. But you are
strengthened. And so you fall into a rapturous delight that goes beyond anything that tongue could ever
tell.

And then you go to bed. And then you get up in the morning. And you walk out to the throne room of God.

And on the second day, you see God in a way that eclipses everything you saw the day before. And if you
were not further strengthened, you would go mad. But you are strengthened.

And you are cast down before Him with such delight and joy, inexpressible, unspeakable. You go to bed.
You wake up the next morning.

And this continues. Now, you really don't go to bed, okay? I'm just putting this in a way you can
understand it. What I'm trying to say is, heaven is not going to be boring.

Not because we're perfect. Perfect people get bored. I've met some of them.

Or at least they think they're perfect. Perfect people get bored. Gates of gold get boring.

Gates of pearl. Streets of gold. Whatever.

They get boring. But glory is tracking down and chasing out God. And that's what you'll be doing
throughout all of eternity.

Knowing Him and delighting in Him. That's a pretty good future you've got there. You need to walk in that
joy.

I preach a lot on holiness and things like that. And people think I'm really mean. But what you need to
understand is this.

What it really comes down to is cutting away all the baggage so that you can run with Him. Delight in Him.
It's a wonderful, passionate thing.

Let's pray. Father, I come before You, Lord, and rejoice in this fellowship. In the seriousness of the thing
preached.

And in the joy and in the laughter of something less than a little babe trying to communicate. Something
He knows so little about. Father, help Your people that they might see Christ and walk in joy unspeakable.

Filled with biblical visions of what You have done for them. What You are doing for them. And the great
plans that You have for them.

That their joy, Lord, would push them forward and be their strength. Know, God, that their Christianity
would surpass morality and turn into a dance. I'm following You.

In Jesus' name, amen.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/16/SID16038.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/paul-washer/regeneration-and-true-christian-unity/
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