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The Cost of Discipleship (Faith Bible Church)
by Paul Washer

Paul Washer's sermon emphasizes the transformative power of regeneration in true discipleship and the

necessity of heeding warnings in the Christian faith.

Duration: 1:08:38

Scripture: Matthew 5:1-2, Matthew 7:13-20

Topics: "Discipleship", "False Prophets"

Description

In this sermon, the preacher emphasizes the importance of the teaching of God. He highlights that
Christianity is not just about following a set of moral laws, but it is a transformative revolution in one's
character. The preacher then focuses on Matthew 7:13-14, where Jesus warns about the narrow gate that
leads to life and the wide gate that leads to destruction. He cautions against false prophets and
emphasizes the importance of discerning their fruits. The sermon concludes with the analogy of building a
house on a solid foundation, emphasizing the need to not only hear the words of Jesus but also to act
upon them.

Transcript

This sermon was uploaded by Grace Community Church in San Antonio, Texas. And our website is
www.gccsatx.com Or you can find us on Sermon Audio by going to www.sermonaudio.com slash gcc.
Let's open up our Bibles to Matthew chapter 7. Matthew 7 verse 13.

Enter through the narrow gate, for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and
there are many who enter through it. For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to life, and
there are few who find it. Beware of the false prophets who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly
are ravenous wolves.

You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are
they? So every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot produce
bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit.

Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire, so then you will know them by
their fruits. Not everyone who says to me, Lord, Lord, will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does
the will of my Father who is in heaven will enter. Many will say to me on that day, Lord, Lord, did we not
prophesy in your name and in your name cast out demons and in your name perform many miracles? And
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then I will declare to them, I never knew you.

Depart from me, you who practice lawlessness. Therefore, everyone who hears these words of mine and
acts upon them may be compared to a wise man who built his house on the rock, and the rain fell and the
floods came and the winds blew and slammed against that house, and yet it did not fall, for it had been
founded on the rock. Everyone who hears these words of mine and does not act on them will be like a
foolish man who built his house on the sand.

The rain fell and the floods came and the winds blew and slammed against that house and it fell and great
was its fall. When Jesus had finished these words, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, for he was
teaching them as one having authority and not as their scribes. Let's go to the Lord in prayer.

Father, I lead in this prayer before your people, and I do not know the content of their heart, nor whether
their minds are wandering, or whether they truly are seeking you this morning. But I come before you in
the name of your Son, and I pray that you would set your seal on these meetings, that you would be our
helper. And Lord, if there is any obstacle to your working, if I be that obstacle to your working, remove me
as any other obstacle.

But, O God, work here among us for the sake of your own glory, for the sake of your name, that it not be
blasphemed among the Gentiles on our account. Father, do a work in Christianity. Bless us, help us, and
we will be helped.

In Jesus' name, amen. Matthew 7, starting in verse 13, is a very prominent text, a very powerful text, some
would say even a very dangerous text. But before you can understand the power of this text, you need to
see it in its context.

When you go back to Matthew 5, you see something. I want us to address it just for a moment. Verses 1
and 2 present to us something quite amazing that is often overlooked.

It says, When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and after he sat down, his disciples
came to him. He opened his mouth and began to teach them, saying, I have spent a great deal of time in
the Beatitudes, a great deal of time in this chapter 5 of the book of Matthew, and I am constantly,
constantly amazed by it, the power of it, what Matthew, under the direction of the Holy Spirit, is setting up
for us here. He says, When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on the mountain.

I always ask myself, why is he using this terminology? It appears that he's setting Christ upon this huge
mountain. And it says, After he sat down, his disciples came to him, and he opened his mouth and began
to teach them, saying, I believe that what Moses is doing, what Matthew is doing here, is defining this
moment as possibly one of the most important, if not one of the most excellent moments in history. You
see, a long time ago, a man went up on a mountain.

His name was Moses, and he received a law from God. And he brought that law on tablets of stone down
to a people. It was the law.

It was the revealed truth from a God still distant, smoking fires and burning and trembling, and no one was
allowed to touch that mountain. But then here in the book of Matthew, we understand that now God has
come down on that mountain. God has become flesh and is dwelling with men.
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And he is sitting on this mountain, and he is opening his mouth, and he is going to give them his law. I
don't think that there's any way that Matthew could emphasize this anymore, that this is one of the most
important events in history. And the teaching that is going to flow out from this event is the most important
teaching in history.

It is what being a Christian or a follower of God is all about. I am amazed among those of us who care a
great deal about truth and theology and doctrine and all that is very important, how we so dwell in the book
of Romans, and we so dwell in the book of Ephesians, and we're so mesmerized with the book of
Colossians, and rightly so. But it seems to me that we neglect what's going on here to our own detriment,
to our own harm.

You see, it's so easy, in a sense, to take the great truths of the book of Romans and say, yes, I agree with
them. I heartily endorse them. I embrace them.

And yet in all our embracing our lives, well, it can remain something of a creedalism, something in our
mind, an intellect, a belief. But when we come to the Sermon on the Mount, this teaching is so dangerous
because it's impossible just to embrace it with the intellect. It is something that grabs the entirety of your
life.

And Matthew says here in verse 2, he says, as he opened his mouth and began to teach them, saying...
It's almost like a drum roll that begins in the book of Genesis and goes all through the historical literature
of the Old Testament, the wisdom literature and the prophets, building momentum and momentum until
finally, finally, God comes down and opens his mouth to teach us. Now, how can we neglect such
teaching? Now, after this, he immediately goes in to what is known as the Beatitudes. And it tells us
something, that Christianity is more than a morality.

It's more than just a few laws that we embrace. Christianity is about a revolution in our character. It is
about an ontological change that when men embrace Christianity, or better said, when Christianity
embraces a man, it changes him at the very core of his being.

And everything that he does is flowing out of what God has recreated him to be. You see, sometimes, I
know I myself with the emails I receive, and it's probably my own fault. I'm accused oftentimes of, and how
this happens, I don't know.

I mean, how can a Calvinist be accused of teaching works as a means of salvation? They say, you talk so
much about the evidences of faith. And I say, yeah, but they're just that, they're evidences. You see, when
we come to the Sermon on the Mount, you have to understand, as you read, blessed are the poor in spirit,
blessed are those who mourn, blessed are the gentle, blessed are those who hunger and thirst, that if your
doctrine of man and the depravity of man is correct, that all of this is an absolute impossibility.

Jesus is not setting this before men, saying, if you do this, you will be my disciples. We realize, after
reading these high standards in the Sermon on the Mount and in the Beatitudes, that something
miraculous must happen to a man in order for these things to flow out of his life, literally become his life.
And what is that? The lost doctrine in American Christianity.

And I would say, the doctrine that is always lost whenever you see dark moments in so-called Christianity.
And it is the doctrine of regeneration. You see, you have to understand this.
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Men are dead in their trespasses and sins. Men are born haters of God. Men cannot come to God
because they will not come to God and they will not come to God because they hate Him.

And therefore, in the work of salvation, it must be preceded, or salvation itself must be preceded by a
genuine, recreative, dynamic, supernatural work of the Holy Spirit in the heart of a person that makes that
person alive so that they might see properly and might respond properly to the claims of the gospel. And
so what we're seeing here is this. Since repentance and faith are the result of a supernatural, a definite
supernatural work of God, and since every work God begins, He completes.

And since salvation is more about than anything else the declaration of God's power to the universe, you
can be assured that if God has saved a person, He has changed that person in the very core of their being
and He will continue working in that person to bring about sanctification and conformity to Christ. That is
why it is absolutely absurd to believe that a man can be Christian and not be changed. And not only not be
changed, but have his course set by the hand of God so that throughout all the days of his life he
continues to change.

Now, albeit, I will give it to you, that the Christian life is not necessarily a continual rise, but there is growth
and setback and growth and struggle. But throughout the full course of the Christian life, you will see the
man being transformed and changed. Because the God who began a good work in him will finish it.

And that's why we can go to this sermon on the mount, Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. Because these people who have embraced the gospel have been changed by the
power of God. And the God who changed them will continue to change them so that more and more these
things become marks of their life.

Something very important that I think that's set out here in verses 3 and on in the Beatitudes is these just
aren't infrequent things you see in the life of a believer, but they are things that begin more and more to
mark the believer. These are the properties, the characteristics of what a true believer in Christ truly is.
And they are things that will come about because it is God who will see to it.

So the entire sermon on the mount must be understood in the context of the supernatural work of God in
the heart of every child of God. Because if anyone be in Christ, he's a new creature. And the evidence that
he is a new creature is that you begin to see these marks of a new creature in his life.

We have spent, I don't know how many years, more than two generations I would suppose, of taking the
doctrine of regeneration and being born again and reducing it down to nothing more than decisionism. Did
you make your decision for Christ? And we have literally millions, untold millions of people who have made
their decision for Christ, but there's no marks of true Christianity in their life. It's because a mere human
decision is not equal to the supernatural regenerating work of the Holy Spirit in the life of the true believer.

And so we're going to go on now. Having said that, we're going to go to Matthew 7. And after all this
teaching in the Sermon on the Mount, first in the Beatitudes, describing for us the character of the true
believer and then going to show how that character works itself out in the life of the true believer, the
external manifestation of that inward character. And then after he goes through all this rigid teaching, he
comes to chapter 7, verse 13, and he gives us a great warning.

A great warning. Now here's one of the problems that I have with modern day evangelism, whether it be
personal or from the pulpit. I never hear any warnings after people have made a profession of faith.
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I find that quite amazing. Even in Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress, there are warnings, constant warnings. We
don't do that anymore.

Now preachers, I'll give them this, they'll warn the unbeliever about hell. And they'll warn the unbeliever to
repent or believe in Christ or at least make a decision and pray a prayer. But rarely do I ever hear the
evangelist warn those who have made a confession for Christ.

And yet that is one of our greatest tasks. As I shared last night, an evangelist, a well-known evangelist,
wrote me a while back. He was very angry with me and he said, I just want you to know, Mr. Washer, 22
people, I believe it was, are on their way to heaven now because last night they prayed that little prayer
that you're always speaking against.

And I wrote him back and I said, I had no idea you were that charismatic. And he wrote me back, well, I'm
not charismatic. Why did you say that? I said, because apart from a supernatural revelation from God,
explain to me how you know they were converted.

And he said, well, that's not my job. I said, then what is your job, sir? Your job is that when you have
properly preached the Gospel and you have called men to repentance and faith, that even though you
have surveyed their life for a few hours in counseling, deep counseling, you depart from them with both
promises and warnings. Promises that if God truly continues this work, it is evidence that He began it.

And warnings that if after this night or after a short period of seeming to walk with Christ, they fall away or
turn away, it's evidence that nothing happened to them that night. When was the last time you warned one
of your converts regarding that? If you say almost never, then you've departed from historical Christianity.
More importantly, you've departed from Scripture.

When was the last time you warned a wayward member in your church with regard to the state of their
soul? You know, I'm amazed how the warnings have changed. Nowadays, when a believer or someone in
the church begins to depart from the faith, usually they're just allowed to depart. But if they are warned,
they're often oftentimes warned this way.

Do you know you're a Christian? And Christians shouldn't act like this, and you're going to lose all your
rewards in heaven. That's no warning. A more proper warning would be this.

Sir, I was there when you made your confession of faith in Christ. I was there when you publicly identified
yourself with Him in baptism. I have taught you for a few years.

It seemed there was some reality in your walk with Christ, in your confession of faith. But now you are
departing from the faith and turning back to the world, and I fear for your soul. If you continue on this path,
it is evidence that everything in the past has been false.

Now, make your calling and election sure. Examine your life. Test yourself to see if you are in the faith.

There's none of that, is there? Isn't it amazing that when you read the old books, most of them were
written in regard to what is the true gospel. Now, I ask you, go to a modern-day bookstore and try to find a
book on the gospel. I mean, the content of the gospel.

Read the old books. I would find a lot written about how to biblically invite men to Christ, to plead with
men, to repent and believe. Go to a modern-day bookstore.
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If you find anything on invitations, it's usually quite gimmicky, and it's a manipulation of emotions. Many,
many old books written on how to help a person discern the state of their heart. Pastors were referred to
as physicians of the soul.

They labored to make it sure that it was well with every person in their congregation. They warned their
people regarding the possibility of their confession being false. None of that in bookstores today.

None of that in Christian libraries today. And none of that in Christian preaching today. But we see here
with Jesus Christ something quite different.

Concluding this great sermon on the mount, he does so with great warning. Warnings. He says, first of all,
in verse 13, enter through the narrow gate, for the gate is wide and the way is broad, that leads to
destruction.

Enter in the narrow gate. You must understand that there is something happening in our day. It is a
neoliberalism, and it is the most dangerous type of liberalism because it is cloaked in conservative
dialogue.

I have been amazed in the last few months of men that I have seen on video who when asked, I mean,
leaders of evangelical world, when asked, is Jesus Christ the only way? Their response has been, I am
not called to judge anyone. I want you to know that the men who have done that have denied the Lord
Jesus Christ. I don't care how long they have been used, supposedly, in the last several generations to
evangelize people.

I don't care how prominent they are today. If you so are confronted with the question, do you honestly
believe Jesus Christ is the only way and apart from Him there is no salvation? If you balk at that question,
you are not Christian. You are not Christian.

And if you, through the wisdom of the flesh or some even more serious power, are able to dodge that
question by saying, who am I to judge? God has given me just a ministry of preaching the love of God. I
want you to know it is the same. You have denied Christ.

You have denied everything the Bible speaks about the Messiah as being a light to His own people, the
Jews, of being a light to the Gentiles, of being that prophet like Moses, but greater than Moses, that would
be raised up and that anyone who did not follow Him would be cut off. That there is no name under
heaven. That there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.

It is absolutely pitiful that today in the evangelical community for me to stand up and be so bold is a
scandal. How could it be that in a few short years in our conservative supposed community that it can be a
scandal for a believer to stand up and say, let me make it really clear. Jesus is the only way.

Jesus is absolutely everything. At the name of Jesus, every knee will bow, every tongue will confess. Any
prophet that does not point directly to Jesus as man's only hope is false and damned.

And let me make it even more clear for you. Everything outside of Jesus Christ is absolutely absurd. He is
before all things.

All things were made by Him, through Him, and for Him. Beware. Beware.
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Know this, that in the Roman Empire, as I've said this so often, believers, if they had only said Jesus was
away, they would have never died. See, Rome was full of gods. They had more gods than we have
baseball cards.

They swapped them. Everyone was happy with everyone else's god. They would switch them.

There are different days of the week. It was only when the Christians showed up that it ruined everybody's
party. Because they stood there in front of their culture and they said, Jesus is the way.

Definite article. Which logically concludes that every other god is false and vain and everybody else is
wrong. It is amazing to me, not that liberals would deny this truth, but men who claim to be evangelical
sidestep it and refuse to make the bold proclamation, they are not of God.

Also know this, that a man who refuses to speak about sin, you can count on the fact that the Holy Spirit
has absolutely nothing to do with his ministry. Nothing to do with his ministry. You take a man who claims
that he is all about the love of God and he never speaks about sin, you write it down, the Holy Spirit is a
million miles, if we could use such a statement from him.

Because one of the ministries of the Holy Spirit when he comes into the world, the Bible says, is he will
convict the world of sin. That will be one of his ministries. Enter through the narrow gate.

Christ. Christ. Not some other way.

Not multiple choice. Not all roads leading to Rome. It is Christ.

And it is Christ alone. It is not Christ plus or Christ minus. It is only Christ.

As I study the scriptures, I'm absolutely amazed. And this is just not New Testament. It's just not the book
of Colossians.

You go everywhere in the Bible. And I want you to know something, and this may be offensive to you, but
God the Father is all about His Son. Everything is about the Son.

And if you have a problem with the Son, you have a problem about everything in the economy of God.
Everything in the heart of God. It is all about the Son.

And to sidestep a crucial question like that proves you have nothing to do with the Son. Nothing. Enter
through the narrow gate.

For the gate is wide. The way is broad that leads to destruction. Now, here's something that has also been
lost in the evangelical community.

Christianity has become only a gate. What happened to the way? You know, there was a time when it was
called the way. Why? Because those who had passed through the gate evidenced their passing through
that gate by the way they walked, the direction of their lives, the character of their lives.

If I were to look at modern day Christendom, churchianity, the evangelical community, whatever you want
to call it, I would have to say this. The gate is truly narrow, but the way is broad that leads to life. Because
most people who claim to have passed through the narrow gate, they walk in the broad way.
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Now, to counter that, men with poor theology have developed a works religion which is just as heretical.
They say, you're right, Brother Paul, you must pass through the narrow gate and you must also walk in the
narrow way and you must do things and you must work in order to obtain your salvation. That's not at all
what this passage is teaching.

What this passage is teaching, again, cannot be understood apart from the supernatural work of God in
conversion and regeneration. What happens to a man when God saves him? You see, those who pass...
Let me ask you a question. How can a dead man pass through a narrow gate? He cannot.

The fact that he passes through the narrow gate is because God has done a supernatural work in his life.
And that supernatural work in his life, regeneration, the doctrine of being born again, not only enables that
man to pass through that narrow gate, it also enables that man to walk in the narrow way. And he doesn't
walk in the narrow way grudgingly.

He doesn't walk in the narrow way as some horrible duty he must fulfill in order to obtain heaven. He walks
in the narrow way because his heart has been changed to love the narrow way. Because the narrow way
is the way defined primarily by the teachings of Jesus Christ.

And since he loves Christ, he loves His teaching. And since he loves His teaching, he loves walking in the
narrow way. Do you see that? This is so important.

Such... Because we have such a high view of man, we have such a low view of salvation. Where salvation
has become literally just a human decision that may or may not have any earthly results. But in the New
Testament, we see something completely different.

Do you realize? And I believe I can back this up. I believe it's there. I love the way the book of Genesis
begins with, in the beginning.

And I love the way John picks up that language in John 1, verse 1, in the beginning. I believe that John is
referring to a new creation. And I believe that the conversion of a man, the regenerating work of the Holy
Spirit in the heart of a man manifest as much as if not more of the power of God than the very creation of
the universe.

And I believe that what happens in the heart of a man is equated in Scripture with the very resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead. That we are resurrected to walk in a newness of life. That we are made new
creatures.

That we are made children of God. And so this new way of life, this narrow way we walk in, this following
of His commands, it's not, as John tells us in 1 John, it's not burdensome. It's a delight.

Now that is not to say that there's not a struggle with the flesh and a struggle against the devil and a
struggle against the world, but the essential part of really who we are delights in the law of God and
delights in Christ. As brother Charles Leiter, I've often heard him say, Christians have it so wrong when
they think Christianity is basically trying to be what you're not. It's not.

It's simply being what you are. A new creature. A new creature.

It says, Enter through the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction.
And there are many who enter through it.
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For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to life. Why is it called a narrow way? I believe there
could be many reasons for it being called this. But one of them is that God has not left us to ourselves.

We have no excuse for being like the people in Judges who did everything according to what was right in
their own eyes. God has given us His Scriptures. John tells us He has anointed us and illumined our
minds to know the truth.

So we have the Holy Spirit of God dwelling with us. We have the Holy Scriptures to mark out this way of
Christ. We are to be a people supremely dedicated to this book.

To finding out everything it says about every manner of life and seeking to submit to it. But it's not a
legalism. We don't want to go beyond what is written.

But we don't want to fall below what is written either. We want to realize that this book is not only infallible.
This book is sufficient.

And therein lies the problem, at least in my own denomination, the Southern Baptists. For years they
fought the war of whether Scripture is inspired or not. Praise God that they won.

It's inspired. They've come to that conclusion. I congratulate them all.

But there's a greater battle now to be won. It's inspired. You're only halfway there.

It's sufficient. That means I do not need godless psychology. I do not need warped social studies.

And I do not need to be addressed by my own heart. As a matter of fact, one of the greatest healings in
my life has come from the fact that I have learned that I should not let my heart preach to me. I should
preach the truth to my heart.

So it's a narrow way. Why? Because it's lined out by what He's given us. Do you understand how
privileged we are? And how accountable we are to this thing that's been given to us? I was in the jungles a
few weeks ago.

And it was only the fact that my family couldn't go with me that I actually came back. I think I would have
stayed there and you'd never seen me again. As a matter of fact, the church down there in Muscle Shoals
is being kind of like Pharaoh.

They won't let me leave with my family because they think I won't come back. But I was there. And as I
was teaching, teaching these beautiful mountain people that because of the Sakia, the drought, thank you.

Because of the drought, had come down and moved into the high jungle. And I'm teaching and teaching
and I see about 35 women off to the side. They're nursing and they're trying to listen and they can't really
understand.

Most of them have never read. They don't have a Bible. And so I said, okay, after this class I'm going to do
a woman's conference.

And so I got together and all these ladies and pulled them in there. And I said, okay. I said, instead of just
preaching to you, I know no one's ever talked to you.

I've shared the gospel with you now. Now I want to hear your questions. And this was the first question.
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Is it true that we can't come to church when we have our period because we're unclean? If only they had
what lays on your desk every day, untouched. If only they could read. It's a narrow way because it's
marked out by this book.

I want you to know something. People come to me all the time and say, Brother Paul, I got a new
relationship with God. And I say, do you have a new relationship with His Word? Because if you don't have
a new relationship with His Word, you don't have a new relationship with Him.

It's a narrow way because it's marked out by this book. And it is a lovely book. Wonderful words of life here
in this book.

The greatest tragedy, so many tragedies, you young men are going to suffer. Terrible tragedies. Because
you want to jump into the ministry.

You have no business there at all. You can do all sorts of things. My greatest crime, the greatest thing that
has hurt me, and I say this in sort of a laughing sort of way, is I became too useful too quick.

You want to be useful to God? Memorize large portions of this book. You want to be useful to God? Read
this book from cover to cover over and over. You want to be useful to God? Get down on your knees.

I heard of one old saint that was so godly, actually read through all of Shakespeare's works on his knees.
If he could do that, at least you could read through the book of Leviticus on yours. Marked out by this
book.

One of the things that I love about the Puritans, although I do not agree with them on everything about
this, but the one thing I do appreciate is that they honestly desired to make every aspect of their life, to
bring it into submission to the Word of God. Yes, and sometimes they were rather extravagant. Yes,
sometimes I think they pushed it too far.

But look at us! Your heart, your mind, your eyes, your ears, your feet, everything about you, the direction
of your life, your attitudes, your clothing, the way you look on the inside, outside, everything else. Have
you addressed this book to find that you're living in conformity to these things that Christ says? No, you
don't care. That's why you look just like your culture and you act like it.

But you're radical because you've got a Christian T-shirt on. No, no, no. Conformity to this book.

Let me share with you something. I have found it very easy at times to preach when people wanted to hurt
me. I have found it very easy to be a missionary.

I have found it very easy to do many radical things like street preaching and other things. I have found it
very difficult to submit the very simple things of my life to this Word. Let me give you the toughest love.

You want to raise the standard on everything? There you go. You know, I'm going to wander a bit, but
everyone knows I'm not that classical of a preacher anyway, so I'll wander. I was over at the Huntsville
Rocket Museum the other day with my boys.

Absolutely wonderful place. I saw these people in long dresses on and dressed nice and things. I began a
conversation with them about children and then found out they were homeschoolers.
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I homeschool and things like that. I began talking and immediately I recognized there was something
going on. They seemed to be very pious people, but then I discovered that they didn't believe they sinned
anymore.

They didn't believe they sinned anymore. And I looked at them and I said, well, but have you ever loved
God even one moment as he ought to be loved? Have you ever glorified God even one moment of your
life as he ought to be glorified? The guy kind of got a strange look in his eye like, never thought of that
before. You see, this narrow way is not just outward principles.

It's not just external things, although it will affect outward and external things. It is about regulating your
heart. Bring your heart and mind in submission to the Word of God.

It is a narrow way. That is another thing that this means. It is a rough, difficult way.

It is a way of battle. This narrow way is uphill. It is against the world.

It is against the flesh. It is against your culture. It is against everything you've ever been taught outside of
Scripture.

It is a restraining, fighting way to hear, to read in the old books, particularly again, I go back to Bunyan, the
idea of Christian making his way to the celestial city and the great battles that he had with Vanity Fair. And
you have no battle at all. I can follow you around, I guarantee it.

And I see you walk through Vanity Fair with your Xboxes and your TVs and your text messaging and
everything else you do. Vanity Fair. You're so much like your culture.

You have no idea how far from Scripture you are. This is a narrow way. It is fighting against the world.

It is realizing with desperation that this is the only way. This is the only hope. Christ is salvation.

Heaven is the goal. If I have to lose everything, I will lose it. But with a violent desperation, you advance
and you fight.

That's not the type of Christianity that's taught today, is it? Not at all. It's a type of Christianity that I prayed
that prayer. It's done.

I'm okay. I go on now. I'm radical.

If I go to church on Sunday when it's raining... No, my dear friend. Look at what Jesus is teaching. Enter
through the narrow gate, for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction.

If your Christian life meets no resistance from the world and worldly people, meets no resistance from your
flesh, meets no resistance from the devil, you're on the broad way. Regardless of what comes out of your
mouth, you are on the broad way. If worldly people enjoy you... I have to be careful there because some
Christians are so holy they're obnoxious to me.

Let me be honest with you. But if worldly people can just... Man, I really like being... You know, he is such
a fine Christian because he's the one guy that I can be around that claims to be a Christian. And whenever
I'm around him, I don't feel condemned.
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I feel free just to keep living like I always want to live. There is a serious problem. And I've heard
Christians actually make that boast.

Sinners feel free around me. Moses built an ark and condemned the world. He didn't even have to say a
word.

Just because he was walking in obedience to God, the world hated him. Let me ask you a question. Would
your Christianity be defined as fighting? Would it be defined as conquering, struggling, battling? Now, the
Lord does give us times of peace and times of rest.

That is sure. Gives us times of comfort. But by and large, it is a battle.

The narrow way. Because there is a broad way and it leads to destruction. The destruction of everything.

The destruction of life here on earth. You see, yes, I'm going to get to hell. And I believe in hell.

But I want to tell you something. I have seen such destruction prior to getting there that even those who
gain everything the world promises them still inside feel destroyed. And they're not satisfied.

They're not happy. They have no peace. And I can prove it because they keep trying to get more even
after the world has given them everything.

They are destroyed inside. Are you destroyed inside? If you are and you notice it, that's good. Because let
me share with you something.

Going back to Genesis chapter 3. Understand this. That the curse placed upon Adam and Eve was also a
great blessing. In what way? Every time, if you're this type of man, you work and you work and you work.

But nothing just seems to happen. Even if you gain things, they're lost. And you're working by the sweat of
your brow.

And you go to work every day and you feel it's all vanity and empty. You need to praise God. That's God
screaming out at you.

Fallen, fallen, fallen! Turn to Me and be saved! The woman in childbirth understands one of the greatest
pains a human being can experience. Childbirth. In a sense, it comes from the fall.

In another sense, it is an act of God's mercy. Because every ounce of pain with it, God's voice is
screaming out at you. Fallen, fallen, fallen! You need a Savior! The way of the wicked is hard, young
person.

It's hard. The way of Christ. In spite of all of the affliction, all the suffering, all the fighting, His yoke is easy.

His burden is light. Because He carries that for you. And He carries us in that narrow... Let me ask you a
question.

One time I was getting off of a boat in Iquitos. In the jungles of Peru. It's the headwaters of the Amazon.

And I was tired. I got left out there. I don't know if the missionaries left me out there on purpose.
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That's something that's always... I guess I won't know till heaven. But I was out there. And I was sleeping
on the ground.

And I ate a turtle egg. And part of a raw fish. And I caught water with a little bucket when it rained.

I was miserable to say the least. Well, I finally make it back. I'm filthy.

I'm dirty. I've been in my boots for five days without taking them off. It was bad.

And I finally make my way back to the square. The plaza. And there are the Jehovah Witnesses waiting on
me.

And I just was like, Oh Lord, why? Can't I just say anathema or something and go to a hotel? And I'm
thinking, Oh Lord, what do I say? What do I say? What do I say? And then it just dawned on me. They
started talking to me. And I said, Oh, I just love meeting other people who talk about God.

Let's just sit down and talk for a moment. And they started in on the Trinity and all these different things. I
just didn't go there.

I said, you know, I don't understand all that complex stuff that you're talking about, but let me just ask you
a question. This is the thing I most like to talk to other believers about. You know those times when you're
struggling against sin and the inward reality of the flesh and doing battle with the devil and you just so long
to be righteous and holy and you just don't feel like you're making any progress, but then all of a sudden,
the presence of God just comes into the room and you're praying and He just comforts you and just
lavishes His pardon upon you and assures you that you're a child of God.

Tell me some of the experiences you've had in this area. And they were like, and they just walked away.
But let me ask you a question.

Tell me some of these experiences you've had in your life of looking in the mirror of God's word, feeling so
frail, horrid, scared. Your battles and losses against sin only to have Him come and comfort you and
assure you that you belong to Him. The inward reality of walking in this narrow way.

You see, this person who walks in this narrow way is promised the presence of Christ, His
encouragement, His strength. Is that a reality in your life? You know, last night, I pray and I read the word.
Sometimes I just get up and I preach and the moment I open up my mouth, I know I'm just kind of up here
by myself.

Last night was one of those times for me. And I went to my bedroom and I was just laying there in the bed
kind of looking up at the ceiling and just praying. And then there was just an overwhelming sense of the
love of God.

You see, when you walk in that narrow way, there is a communion. Is that communion yours? Do you
know anything about such communion with the Lord? Have you ever sensed His forgiveness? His love?
His faithfulness? Not just something that you read about, but it's something that grabs a hold of you. The
narrow way.

So many people who claim to be Christians, when I begin to discuss with them the inward reality of the
Christian life, they do not have a clue what I'm talking about. Because their Christianity is nothing more
than I did that. I prayed that prayer.
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I walked that aisle. I made my decision. I asked Jesus to come in.

But there's no real knowledge of Him. Now, it's a broad way and it leads to destruction, not only in this life,
but it leads to destruction in life eternal. You know, I find it quite amazing, quite amazing, that so little is
spoken of about hell in the Old Testament and even in the epistles, that we would almost know nothing
about hell, even though it's there in those places.

But we would almost know nothing about hell if it were not for Jesus Christ. That's why when Robert
Shuler and all these other guys are asked about hell and they respond by saying, I don't preach on hell.
That's not my ministry.

I just want to preach the words of Jesus. That's why I know that either they haven't read the words of
Jesus or they have no integrity in their life, that they are open deceivers. Because Jesus is the one who
taught us about hell.

The man of sorrows. The man who died for his people. The very God becoming man is the one who spoke
more about hell than everybody else put together.

And I think he was the one who spoke about hell for the same reason I cannot say much about hell. He
spoke much about hell because he was the only one who had the authority and any sense of the reality of
it. I have extreme doubt about all these characters that write books after going to hell and going to heaven
for that matter.

But the reality of hell. There is one thing that I know that I will never be able to comprehend nor preach as
it ought to be preached, and that is the cross of Jesus Christ. I mean, so many wrangling today about the
second coming.

I want you to know something about the second coming. The day that the second coming occurs, you'll
know everything about the second coming. But you will spend an eternity in heaven and you still will not
comprehend the glories of God in the face of Christ on the cross of Calvary.

So I know that I will never do justice to the cross. Neither in this life nor the next. And I know that there is
no way in the tongues of men or angels that I could ever share with you the realities of hell.

Because I know that with this human mind of mine, I could never, never even begin to grasp it. But I can
tell you this. Christ warned us about hell.

He warned us about... You see, that is why it is an absolute logical absurdity to make Jesus a part of your
life. Or to tell someone they have a wonderful life, they're just missing Jesus. It's an absolute absurdity.

Why? Because if heaven's heaven, hell's hell, and Christ really did what He said He did, He has to be
everything. Logic demands He's either everything to us or He is nothing to us. It can't be any other way.

That's why He demands absolute everything whenever He makes a demand. Absolute loyalty. Absolute
confidence.

Absolute giving away of self for the sake of Him, His kingdom, and His righteousness. Now to take all that
that I have just said it would be impossible to fit that into the evangelical mold today in America. The things
I have said have nothing to do with what is being taught.
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Now here's something, and I want even... I don't know who the pastors are here today, but here's
something I want you to think about. I have so many pastors who when I sit down in an office with them
and I talk to them about truth, they say everything I'm saying. But when they get in their pulpit, they never
do.

I go to many churches who claim identification with the Reformation and with the Puritans and Spurgeon
and everything. But when I walk into their church and I listen to them teach, there is no difference between
them and just every other modern day evangelical church. Your theology is meaningless unless it leads to
a change in your praxis.

Unless it changes the way you preach and do church. Now, it says, Enter through the narrow gate, for the
gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through it.
There are many that enter through it.

For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to life, and there are few who find it. Now, here is
where you can lose this passage. Here is where you can make this passage mean nothing if you do not
understand this part.

Most people have the idea today that what Jesus is talking about is that there are two groups of people on
the earth. There is this one group of people who identify themselves with Christ, who confess Christ as
Lord and Savior. And even if you take everybody in the world who confesses Christ as Lord and Savior, as
our brother pointed out, it is still a small portion.

And so they think, okay, there is all of us over here who confess Jesus as Lord, and that is the small group
that has gone through the narrow gate and has rejected the broad way and is in the narrow path. That is
us. And then everybody on the broad path, well, those are all the atheists, the agnostics, the other
religions, the cults, Hollywood, so on and so forth, who will not confess Jesus as Lord.

That is the way many people understand this passage, and that is not at all what Jesus is saying. Jesus is
not even talking about this other world out here. He is not saying anything about the atheists or Hollywood
or those of other religions or those of other cults.

What He is saying is among those who claim to be My disciples, few will find it. Are you hearing me? This
is the dreadful, terrible part of what He is saying. He is not saying there is a little group of people on planet
earth who confess My name, and they are the ones who pass through the narrow gate, and they are in the
narrow way, and they are going to be saved, and everyone else out there who doesn't confess My name is
going to be lost.

That is not what He is saying. He is looking at His disciples, and He is saying among those of you who
confess Me as Lord, only few of you will find the way to eternal life. You say, brother Paul, prove it.

Okay. I will. Look over in verse 21.

Not everyone who says to Me, Lord, Lord, will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My
Father who is in heaven will enter. Many will say to Me on that day, Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in
Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles? And I will
declare to them, I never knew you. Depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.
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Listen, dear friend. Listen to me. My ministry has greatly changed here in the last year, and I just don't
know what I'm going to do.

I think maybe, I don't know, I'm going to go to another country or I'm going to get a tent and preach out in
the streets or something. Because used to, I would preach to large congregations of people who love the
world. And now it seems like I'm in conferences where everybody comes and I'm preaching to the choir.

And I wasn't made for preaching to the choir. But let me tell you something. Even among you, and even
this is a word from my own heart, don't think that there are not times I do not set up in the wee hours of the
morning wondering, Lord, am I also one of Yours? And that is a healthy thing to think about every once in
a while.

But I want to warn you about something. Jesus is teaching that among those people who emphatically
declare Him to be Lord, many of them would be lost to destruction. Also know this, those who are truly
deceived are always confident that they are not.

And they are so confident, they never study the matter to determine whether or not they truly are or not.
Many of you who will possibly be lost will walk out of here today and actually think, man, that sure does
apply. That is truth that the evangelical church needs to hear.

Now, I want you to know something. I say this with the sincerity of my heart and it's what I practice. It is the
truth Paul Washer needs to hear.

It is a truth the missionary in Indonesia needs to hear. All of us at times in our life need to return to that
admonition of the Apostle Paul to do what? To examine ourselves, to test ourselves, to see if we are in the
faith. The admonition of the Apostle Peter to make our calling and our election sure.

Now, a Christian can have great confidence in his salvation. And over the years that confidence can grow.
But we should always be open to asking the question, is it I? Is it I? Now, we're going to conclude with just
this part and pick up later on another part of this text.

But remember this, the gate is small, the way is narrow, that leads to life. Now, I want to make one
important statement about this. This passage right here requires about seven lectures but I'm trying to
reduce it all down to one.

It leads to life, but it also begins with life. As the book says in Romans 1, from faith to faith, the Christian
life is also from life to life. It's not that there's this morbid idea of the Christian life in which one day I'll make
it to heaven and when I make it to heaven, I will find true spiritual life and the true presence of God and I'll
be able to enjoy Him forever.

That is a hope, but that's not the entirety of the Christian life. That is why we are told in John 3, 16, for God
so loved the world, He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish, but
have everlasting life. And when does it begin? At the moment of the new birth.

At the moment of justification. You are given life. And so the Christian life is going from life to life.

It is receiving the life of God birthed out of the seed of God according to 1 Peter. I work with a lot of guys in
the inner city, Chicago and Memphis, and guys who do rap and other things like that. And sometimes I've
really come under a lot of people who've really said, why do you do that? I mean, I really don't look like a
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rap guy.

And I'll tell you why. Because I see among those young men and women, life! There's life! God's done
something in their life. They're studying His Word.

They're studying good books. They're witnessing. They're loving.

They're changing. They're being transformed. Life! I really don't care a whole lot about the package it
comes in.

I want to see life! I see so many religious people that have no life of God in them. Isn't it amazing? And so
many of you can testify to this. I sit down on a plane.

I've done this so many times. I remember when I was first saved. About a year after being saved.

There was going to be a big crusade in Austin, Texas. And while I was part of it, putting up chairs and
everything, I was so excited. A new believer.

I was getting the help out. And I ran around the back of the stage. This curtain.

I bumped into this guy. He's from Africa. I said, oh, excuse me.

He said, excuse me. He talked the Queen's English. I'm hillbilly, but we were able to communicate.

And what's your name? He told me. I told him his. It was just like in one second.

It was like I loved him as much as anybody had ever loved him alive. He was a believer. You just saw life
all over him.

I used to know this missionary. I don't know if he had the gift of discernment or what. We were driving
down the road in Pruitt.

He goes, there goes a live one. And I go, what? Look at him! You tell! He's alive! I have sat down with
important religious men. And I mean, it's frightening.

Some of them very, very godly. But I have sat down with some of them. And literally, if I tried, if I talked
about some strategy for making their church grow, they were just... But if I started with the book of
Colossians and started talking about, man, God showed me this in the book of Colossians about the glory
of Christ.

They're just looking over my shoulder to figure out who else is coming more important they could talk to.
They didn't care! Is there life in you? Is Christianity... Is walking in the narrow way this type of drudgery
that you do because it's the right thing to do? Or because you know it's a standard your parents have put?
Or you think it's something that's virtuous, but you actually hate it. That's not Christianity.

I'll share this illustration with you I use quite often. A pastor goes up, you know, he takes a church and
discovers there's a member living out somewhere and he hasn't been to church in about five years. Let's
say it's in Alabama where everybody's a Christian.

So he goes out there and knocks on the door and the guy opens up the door. He's got a beer can in his
hand. He said, I'm the new pastor.
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Can I come in? He hides the beer can. He's so polite. He's been taught to be so polite.

Oh, pastor, I'm sorry about this nasty old thing. Sure, come on in. Let me turn the television set off.

The pastor begins to talk to him and says, you know, you haven't been in church in a long time. You're
right, pastor, I haven't been in church. It's just that I love football and just Saturday night out carousing.

I just need to put that filthy stuff away and I need to do the right thing. I just need to come back to church. I
understand you've been in drunkenness.

You're right. This old nasty drink's just got a hold of me. I love it.

I just need to put it away and I just need to do the right thing and I just need to stop it. And I hear you've
been running around with women all over town. You're right.

It's just something has a hold of me. I just love it. But I tell you, pastor, I just need to put it away.

I need to do the right thing and I need to come back to church. And so he comes back to church and
everyone praises God because a sheep has come home. No, a goat has just returned to the foal.

Because you know what he's saying? I'll tell you exactly what he's saying. You're right, pastor. I need to
stop doing all the wicked things I love and start doing all the righteous things I hate so that I can save my
skin.

There's no change! Are you like that? Are you like that? Or is there a life that has been given to you that
causes you to desire the things of God? Is there a reality in your heart at all? Is there? Now that is the
question. That is the question. Young people, let me ask you a question.

When your parents are no longer your guardians, will you run wild like a dog in the yard because there is
no inward life of Christ in you? Now, as I said this last night and proved it to be true, we are here all day
and we will stay here all night. If you're troubled about your soul, we will talk to you till tomorrow. But if it
goes that long, you're going to have to take me to Cracker Barrel in the morning.

We will talk all, as much as it's needed, about the condition of your soul. We will not manipulate you. We
will not douse the lights and play the music.

If you're troubled with your soul, then you come and we'll deal with it in the Scriptures. God bless you.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/17/SID17754.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/paul-washer/the-cost-of-discipleship-faith-bible-church/
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