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In Its History
by R.A. Torrey

The Bible is unique in its history, authorship, and message, and has been victorious over all attacks due to its

Divine power and indestructibility.

Scripture: Psalm 19:7-11, Psalm 119:89, Isaiah 40:8, Matthew 24:35, John 1:1, Romans 1:16, 2 Timothy 3:16-17, Hebrews
4:12, 1 Peter 1:25, 2 Peter 1:21

Topics: "The Indestructibility of the Bible", "Divine Authorship"

Description

R.A. Torrey emphasizes the unique history of the Bible, noting that it has faced unparalleled hatred and
animosity from all societal classes, yet it has also been deeply loved and cherished by countless
individuals, leading many to sacrifice their lives for its truths. Despite centuries of attacks from various
critics and powerful figures, the Bible has emerged victorious, proving its indestructibility and divine power.
Torrey asserts that the Bible's authorship sets it apart from all other books, as it is the work of God,
characterized by its inexhaustible depth, absolute accuracy, and universal adaptability, affirming its role as
a divine guide for humanity.

Transcript

The Bible differs from every other book in its history.

1. The Bible lias been hated as no other book. No book has ever aroused the animosity of men of all
classes as the Bible has. The Bible has been hated by rich men and it has been hated by poor men. It has
been hated by the scholar and it has been hated by the fool. It has been hated by common people and it
has been hated by rulers, governors, and kings. No other book has so aroused the bitterest antagonism.
Men of seeming moderation and kindness of heart have been aroused to such a pitch of hatred by the
Bible that they became murderers and torturers of men, women, and children; for example, Marcus
Aurelius Antoninus. Even in our own day kind fathers and tender husbands have been moved by hatred of
this Book to brutal treatment of children and of wives who have

been led to accept the truth it contains.

2. It has been loved as no other book. If it has been intensely hated it has still more been intensely loved,
loved by all classes, loved by the rich and loved by the poor; loved by the illiterate and loved by the
greatest scholars the world has ever known; loved by men digging in the ditch, and loved by men ruling on
a throne. Men, women and tender children have gladly laid down their lives for this Book.
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3. It has been victorious as no other book. Though the Bible has been so bitterly hated and so vigorously
assaulted, it has come off a complete victor. Centuries of assault have served only to prove its
indestructibility and confirm its power. Celsus, Porphyry, Lucian, Diocletian, Voltaire, Volney, Hume, Tom
Paine, Wellhausen, Graf, Kiihnen, Cheyne, and an innumerable host have trained their mighty guns
against this Book. They have brought to bear against it all the powers of science, philosophy, literary
criticism, ridicule, force, political and military power, and every other form of power that they possessed,
and all their assaults have come to nothing. The Bible has come off a complete victor in every conflict.
Anyone who will take the pains to consult history will have no doubts as to the outcome of the present
attacks upon the Bible. Individuals of the past have talked just as boastingly of what they would do with the
Bible in a few years as do the individuals of to-day, and with far more show of reason. But their confident
boasts proved empty and futile and as we recall them now in the light of the established facts of
subsequent his tory they only move us to a pitying smile. Voltaire is dead and forgotten, but the Bible is
still alive and marching on. Attacks on the Bible may do injury to a few weak individuals, principally callow
young men and romantic young maidens in high schools, colleges and universities, who allow themselves
to be thus robbed of the saving, comforting, joy-giving, ennobling power there is in the Bible, but they do
not hurt the cause of truth, for they but prove anew the Divine indestructibility of the imperishable Book of
God.

VI. IN ITS AUTHORSHIP.

Finally, the Book differs from every other book in its authorship. Other books are men's books. This is
God's Book. Much that has already been said proves

this. Its inexhaustible depth proves it. Only an infinitely wise God can be the author of an inexhaustible
book. Its absolute accuracy proves it. Men understate or overstate: God alone always states things just as
they are. Its Divine power proves it. Only a book that comes down from God can lift men up to God as this
Book does. Its universal adaptability proves it. Only the Creator of all men can make a book that is fitted to
all men and every need of these men. Its history proves it. Only God can make a book so indestructible
against assault, against human reasoning, and human philosophy as this. An omnipotent book must have
an omnipotent author. There are many other facts about this Book that prove its Divine authorship, but
these are enough. There is evidently a certain Infinite character about this Book that points unmistakably
to the Infinite character of its author. What this Book says God says, and whoever speaks according to this
Book speaks the message of God and God speaks through him. He is God's mouthpiece.
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