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Our Lord on the Last and Great Day of the
Feast of Tabernacles John 7:37-53

by R.A. Torrey

Our Lord is the Giver of the Living Water, and He invites all who thirst to come to Him, promising that those

who believe will receive the Holy Spirit and become fountains of blessing to others.

Scripture: Isaiah 44:3, Matthew 5:6, John 6:37, John 7:37-39, John 14:6, Acts 2:33, Romans 8:9, Galatians 3:1-14,
Ephesians 1:13, Revelation 22:17

Topics: "The Holy Spirit", "Living Water"

Description

R.A. Torrey emphasizes Jesus as the Giver of Living Water during the Feast of Tabernacles, inviting all
who thirst for spiritual fulfillment to come to Him. He explains that true satisfaction for the soul can only be
found in Christ, who offers the Holy Spirit to all believers, enabling them to become sources of blessing for
others. The sermon also highlights the division Jesus causes among people, as some accept Him while
others reject Him, illustrating the ongoing conflict between belief and skepticism. Torrey encourages
listeners to recognize their own thirst for God and the necessity of coming to Jesus to be filled. Ultimately,
he calls for a deeper understanding of the Holy Spirit's role in the life of a believer.

Transcript

DISCOVERY OF THE FACTS

1. Our Lord, the Giver of the Living Water, vv. 37-39 To what day does the 37th v. take us? What and why
did our Lord cry on the last day of the feast? What ceremony suggested the invitation? (Lev. 23:36.) Could
a mere man give such an invitation as that? Why could our Lord? (Matt. 3:11; Acts 2:33; John 1:33;
20:31.) How do we see in His attitude the eagerness of His desire that men should accept that invitation?
Whom did He invite? What does "thirst" mean? (Is. 44:3; 55:1; Matt. 5:6; Rev. 22:17.)

What is the deepest thirst of the human soul? (Ps. 42:4; 63:1; 143:6.) Where alone can this thirst for God
be satisfied? (John 14:6.) To whom must he go? Will coming to a creed, a church or to ceremonies satisfy
a man who is athirst? What must he do beside "come"? Will our Lord allow a wicked man or a skeptical
man to come? (John 6:37.) What sort of water is it He gives? (4:10.) What is the first result of drinking?
(4:14.) What is the second result (v. 38)? Before we can have the rivers of living water flowing out to
others what must we first do ourselves?
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Why is it then that there are no rivers flowing out from some of us? Why does believing on Him cause
rivers to flow from us? From whence in O. T. prophecy do we see the rivers of living water flowing forth?
(Ez. 47:1.) Is there any connection between the rivers flowing forth from the temple and from the believer?
(1 Cor. 6:19.) From whose dwelling place will rivers always flow forth? (Rev. 22:1; Zech. 14:8.) Whence
did our Lord derive this figure of rivers or floods of water? (Is. 44:3.)

When the Spirit comes to men in what streams does He pour forth His power from them? (Acts 2:4; 4:31.)
Were all that believe to receive the Holy Spirit? (v. 38; Ro. 8:9.) Do all believers have the baptism with the
Spirit? (Acts 8:12, 15, 16.) Can all believers have it? (Acts 2:38; Eph. 5:18.) How is the Spirit received?
(Gal. 3:1, 14.) When? (Eph. 1:13.) What was necessary before this gift of the Spirit could be bestowed? (v.
39; John 16:7.) When was it that Christ received this gift to bestow upon His people? (Ps. 68:18; Acts
2:33.)

Are we to understand that the Holy Spirit was not in the world at all until our Lord was glorified? (Take a
concordance and see.) Was this glory something He had never known before? (John 17:5.) 2. Our Lord
the Divider of Men, vv. 40-53 What was the effect of His wonderful words upon the multitude who heard
them? What did some recognize in Him? What difficulty did others see in the way of accepting Him as the
Christ? Was the difficulty a real one? Were they right in their interpretation of Scripture? (Ps. 132:11; Is.
11:1; Micah 5:2.)

Where then was their mistake? When we have difficulties with the Scriptures or with Christ, is the source
of the difficulty in the Scriptures and Christ or in ourselves? What was the result of all their discussion (v.
43)? Was that the only instance in which Christ caused a division among men? (v. 12; John 9:16; 10:19;
Acts 14:4.) Does He cause division among men today? (Luke 12:51.) Where does He cause division
oftentimes? (Matt. 10:35, 36; Luke 12:52, 53.) What is the reason?

Who is to blame? How far did the antagonism of some go? Did they succeed in their awful purpose? Why
not? (v. 30; John 8:20; Acts 18:10.) What attempt had been made against Him by the leaders (v. 32)? Was
it successful (v. 45)? What was all that it had resulted in (v. 46)? Of what is that an illustration? (Ps. 76:10.)
What was the testimony of the officers sent to arrest Him? Was that testimony true? If "never man so
spake," who was He? Did the rulers deny that He spake as never man spake?

What was all their reply? Do men nowadays try to settle the claims of a doctrine or a person by an appeal
to what "the rulers" think? Would it have proved that our Lord was not the Christ or the Son of God even if
none of the rulers had believed upon Him? Is it generally to great men that God especially reveals His
truth? (Matt. 11:25; 1 Cor. 1:20, 22-28; 2:8.) Was it true that none of the rulers believed upon Him? (3:2;
12:42.) Did their belief count for much? Why not? What opinion did the leaders hold of the multitude (v. 49,
R.

V.)? Who was it that was really "accursed"? (Gal. 3:10.) Who lifted a voice in defense of our Lord? What
progress do we see here in Nicodemus? Did he ever get beyond this? (John 19:39, 40.) Was his point well
taken? How did the leaders try to get around it? Is it a common mode of procedure when men can't
answer a point to seek to get around it by calling the man who makes it names? What point did the
Pharisees try to make? Were they right about that? (Is. 9:1, 2; Matt. 4:13-16.) Is it common to make very
positive assertions that men will find things in the Bible which are not there at all? CLASSIFICATION OF
TEACHINGS

1. Our Lord
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(1). His nature:

Human, 39; divine, 37, 38, 46.

(2). His characteristics:

Familiarity with the Scriptures, earnestness as a preacher, compassion for the thirsty, 37, 39.

(3). How He was treated by men:

Some thought Him the prophet, 40; some the Christ, 41; some came and drank and were satisfied, 37-39;
some stumbled at Him, 42; some (the rulers generally) rejected Him, 48; some hated Him and sought to
destroy Him, 44.

(4). What He did:

Spake as never man spake, awed by His teaching the officers sent to arrest Him, 45, 46; invited all the
thirsty to come to Him, gave living water to all who would take it, 37; made all who drank the living water
themselves fountains from whom "rivers of living water" flowed forth to others, 38; gave the Spirit to all
who believed, 39; caused division between those who were of God and those who were not, 43.

2. The Holy Spirit

Christ's gift, all who thirst (intensely desire) can have, all who believe on Christ receive, makes those who
do receive Him a fountain from which rivers of living water flow forth to others, not given until Jesus was
glorified, 37-39.

3. All Who-

All who thirst invited to our Lord, all who come can drink and be satisfied, 37; all who believe on Him
receive the Holy Spirit, 39; all who believe on Him made fountains of blessing to others, 38.
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