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I See Men, but They Look Like Trees Walking
by Richard E. Bieber

The sermon emphasizes the importance of seeing people as God sees them, with love and compassion, and the

need for a second touch from God to achieve this vision.

Scripture: Matthew 5:7-8, Mark 8:22, John 4:20, 1 Corinthians 3:1

Topics: "Divine Mercy", "Spiritual Transformation"

Description

Richard E. Bieber preaches about the importance of not only experiencing supernatural encounters with
God but also developing a clear vision of others through the eyes of divine mercy. He emphasizes that
true encounters with God should lead to a transformation in how we see and interact with people around
us, moving from distorted views to seeing them as God sees them. The sermon highlights the need for a
second touch from Jesus to open our eyes to truly perceive others with love and compassion, ultimately
leading us to a deeper understanding of God's love and mercy.

Transcript

Shortly after the turn of the last century this land was hit with an outbreak of unusual signs following the
preaching of the gospel of the Lord Jesus.

Healings and outpourings of the Spirit followed the proclaiming of the word in many places. The movement
spread until it has touched every denomination of the Christian world.

And now it seems to be happening again, causing joy in some places and controversy in others. Most of
us cannot afford to approach this gospel movement as critics, since our lives were in shambles, our bodies
were sick, and our minds were flying apart.

We ourselves have experienced the supernatural touch of God in some way. The Jesus of the New
Testament has brought healing into our lives. Many of us have experienced inner quickening of the same
order as the believers at Pentecost.

At some point in our lives the Holy Spirit

- visited us,

- opened our minds to the reality of Jesus,
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- caused the scriptures to come alive,

- inspired prayer unlike any prayer we had ever known before,

- freed our tongues, enabling us to proclaim Jesus to the world.

But now that a certain amount of time has elapsed since our first encounter with the risen Jesus, we have
begun to realize that a supernatural touch from God - wonderful as it is - will not by itself hold us close to
God for the rest of our lives and eternity.

It is possible, as it says in Hebrews 6, to see the Kingdom, taste the Kingdom, and yet drift from the King-
dom. It is possible;

to experience the power of the Holy Ghost,

to speak in tongues,

to prophesy, heal,

break bars of iron and gates of brass with sheer faith,

and still drift into complacency and lose touch with the Source. The book of First Corinthians addresses
this problem. It was a powerful church, that church in Corinth. They had healings, prophesies---and yet
they were a carnal people torn with strife, because they lacked the essential ingredient of the Kingdom of
God in their living.

When Jesus healed the ten lepers, every one of those ten lepers was touched by the power of heaven.
Heaven came down into their wasted bodies and yet only one of those ten whose bodies had been
touched by heaven turned around and entered the atmosphere of Heaven. The other nine lepers had a
wonderful blessing, but that wonderful blessing - even though it was supernatural - was not able to
quicken them to eternal life.

And so many of us who have been wonderfully touched by the hand. of God are still living lives that mark
us as carnal---as children of the world, lacking the essential ingredient of the Kingdom of God.

What is the essential ingredient of the Kingdom of God?

And they came to Bethsaida. And some people brought to him a blind man, and begged him to touch him.
And he took the blind man by the hand, and led him out of the village; and when he had spit on his eyes
and laid his hands upon him, he asked him, "Do you see anything?" And he looked up and said, "I see
men; but they look like trees, walking."

Mark 8:22-24

Isn't it interesting that the one instance in which Jesus touches someone for healing and the healing is
incomplete, the incompleteness of the man's healing manifests itself as his inability to see the people
immediately around him as they really are.

"I see men; but they look like trees, walking."

This man knew that if he couldn't see men as they really were he was still, for all practical purposes, blind.
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- No touch from God is complete,

- No vision from God is clear,

- No miracle from God has accomplished its purpose,

if our vision of those around us is distorted and blurred.

This is the test of whether or not the Kingdom of God has really taken possession of our hearts.....

...what do we see when we look at other men and women?

Do we see them with the eye of divine mercy? Or, do we see trees, walking?

How often we Spirit-touched supernatural dynamos, who are so full of enthusiasm for pursuing divine
blessing, when it comes to the people around us in daily life, see only trees walking, moving blurs.

For all our insight into spiritual things we stroll right by the wounded ones. We fail to see

- the hurt,

- the pain,

- the torment of guilt,

- the pleading eyes,

- the outstretched hands.

We don't see these people as God sees them.

- We see obstacles standing in our way.

- We see heads that are stepping stones for our climb to "success."

- We see objects of lust.

- We see human cockroaches, vermin.

- We see trees walking.

That's how it was in Corinth for all the supernatural fireworks.

But I, brethren, could not address you as spiritual men, but as men of the flesh, as babes in Christ. I fed
you with milk, not solid food; for you were not ready for it; and even yet you are not ready, for you are still
of the flesh. For while there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not of the flesh, and behaving like
ordinary men?

I Corinthians 3:1-3

They were exercised over who had what gift. They were jealous, disorderly. What they needed, Paul
explained, was the eye of love. Love that suffers long and is kind, envies not, vaunts not itself, is not
puffed up, and so sees and cares about people as they really are.
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And should a brother or sister from the social activist camp be reading this, feeling especially clean
because "at least we aren't flaky holy rollers, at least we really care about the down trodden and the
oppressed"...

... it often happens that people who are willing to give their bodies to be burned in the cause of peace,

disarmament,

human rights,

when it comes to the flesh-and-blood human beings they touch every day,

see only trees walking.

How do you see your mate? As a person given to you to love and serve and help and comfort ... just the
way they are with all their faults? ... or a walking tree?

What about the mailman,

the grouchy cashier at the supermarket,

the pan handlers,

those people around you now?

Do you see people,

- made in the image of God, for whom the Lamb shed His blood,

or do you see trees walking?

Some of us complain that we can't find our ministry.

Is it because the ministry isn't there? God hasn't given us anything to do?

Or, is it because God sends us into the streets and lanes of the city to bring guests to His banquet and we
can't even see them? All we see are walking trees.

So the man lifted up his face for Jesus to touch him a second time.

...and when he had spit on his eyes and laid his hands upon him, he asked him, "Do you see anything?"
And he looked up and said, "I see men; but they look like trees, walking." Then again he laid his hands
upon his eyes; and he looked intently and was restored, and saw everything clearly.

Two things happened here:

1. Jesus laid His hands on the man's eyes again.

2. The man looked intently - made an effort - to see men as they really were.

- Then he was restored and saw everything clearly.
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Surely if we don't have that compassion which gives us true vision we'll never muster it up from within our-
selves. We need to turn to Jesus for a second touch.

"Lord, I know you touched me and I know my life was changed, but I also know that my vision of my fellow
man is badly distorted. I'm not seeing what I should be seeing.

I see men but they look like trees, walking. Lord, touch me again. Open my eyes!"

After we have prayed such a prayer, as the power of the Holy Spirit causes the love of God to be shed
abroad in our hearts afresh, we then need to look intently, to strive to see

- our neighbor,

- our friend,

- our enemy,

- our parent,

- our child,

- our mate,

- our brother in the Body;

- Lazarus who sits at our gate,

- with the new eyes God is giving us.

At first they will still look like trees walking, perhaps. But as we look intently a miracle will happen. A
miracle which will not only affect our vision of men but directly our vision of God.

For he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen. I John
4:20

We will begin to see people as God sees them. And when we begin to see people as God sees them we
will begin to see everything clearly, including and especially God.

Blessed are the merciful for they shall obtain mercy.

Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God.

We have come to a time when it will no longer be possible for us to stumble along in strife and envy and
lovelessness. To survive the days which have already come upon us we will have to see with the eye of
God.

- We will have to be moved by a love which suffers long and is kind. A lowliness which sees others as they
really are,

- and so endures all things,
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even if it means going to Jesus for a second touch, even if it means straining our spiritual eyes until we
see what God wants us to see in the faces of those to whom He sends us.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/richard-e-bieber/i-see-men-but-they-look-like-trees-walking/
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