| sermon JeSl

Jesusm The Helpless One and The Interceder
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This sermon emphasi zes the importance of walking as Jesus walked, focusing on being in the New Covenant and
abiding in Him. It delvesinto Jesus' life as the helpless one, from His birth to His ministry, highlighting His
dependence on the Father and the need for usto follow His example. The sermon also discusses the significance
of coming into God's presence with a spirit of 'l need help' rather than relying on self-righteousness or
achievements.

Scripture: 1 John 2:6, Luke 2:49, John 5:19, Luke 23:46, Matthew 11:28, Hebrews 7:25, John 16:14, John 2:16
Topics: "Walking in the New Covenant”, "Dependence on God"

Description

This sermon emphasizes the importance of walking as Jesus walked, focusing on being in the New
Covenant and abiding in Him. It delves into Jesus' life as the helpless one, from His birth to His ministry,
highlighting His dependence on the Father and the need for us to follow His example. The sermon also
discusses the significance of coming into God's presence with a spirit of 'l need help' rather than relying on
self-righteousness or achievements.

Transcript

| wanted to share something that the Lord had blessed me with. It was a memory verse that we had
memorized a few weeks ago. It's the one that's on the screen from 1 John chapter 2 verse 6. We've
probably heard this verse a few times because this is an important verse for us in the New Covenant.

The one who says he abides in him or himself to walk as he walked, to walk in the same manner as he
walked. To walk as Jesus walked is one of the tremendous privileges of being in the New Covenant. |
looked at that picture and | had a question of how that picture relates to the verse.

The question that | asked also for the children is, on the next slide, which is, can you spot Jesus in the
picture? Because the verse is saying you gotta walk as Jesus walked. And in that picture it's showing
mountains, you see the sun, you see two people. And where is Jesus in the picture? Jesus is probably
everywhere.

He made everything. That's probably the Sunday school answer. Where is Jesus in the picture? And
where | wanted to first see Jesus is in an unlikely place, which is the one on the left.

And | don't know if we have seen Jesus as this one who came on earth. Most of Christendom celebrates
December 25th as being the day that Jesus was born. We know that there's no zero evidence of that.
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But when we think of Jesus being the helpless one, he did come as a baby. He was born on some day of
the year. And he came as a completely helpless one.

And the tendency is to think of Jesus as being the helpless one and to think of him as a baby being the
helpless one. But that's not Jesus the helpless one. Jesus the helpless one was throughout his life.

Of course when he was a baby. And | don't know if you know what is the first words that Jesus ever spoke.
I'm absolutely convinced that Jesus babbled in whatever language.

He didn't come out of the womb speaking fluent Aramaic, whatever that language. He had to learn the
language. He was just like us in every way except in one area, which is he did not sin.

That's the only area where he was different. So he babbled, he had to learn the language just like every
one of us did. What was the first words that Jesus ever spoke that we got recorded? It's in Luke chapter 2
verse 49.

And this is when Jesus is a 12 year old boy and he goes to the temple and he's without his family for three
days. And when his family finally finds him in the temple, Jesus says to his parents, almost shocked,
almost confused. He says to them in Luke chapter 2 verse 49, why is it that you were looking for me? Why
were you searching and trying to find me? Didn't you know that I'd be with my father? Because I'm the
helpless one.

| don't, even though I'm 12 years old, didn't you know over the last 12 years that you've gotten to know
me? That this is where you'll find me, with the father. Because | needed help from him. | always go to be
with him because | need him.

That other verse that | put along that slide, John chapter 5 verse 19. So that was the first words of Jesus.
And then during his ministry, in John chapter 5 verse 19, he says, | can do nothing except what | see the
father doing.

For what | see the father doing is what | do in John chapter 5 verse 19. Because the father loves the son
and shows him all the things that he is doing. And he will show me greater things.

And then I'll be able to show you greater things. And you see this dependence and this helplessness on
Jesus. Where he was saying, I'm showing you all the things that | see from my father.

And as my father shows me greater things, I'm going to show you greater things. He also had not seen
those greater things. And so he was not, he had not, was not able to show the world the greater things.

But this was a different picture of Jesus than we've typically seen. As we say, when we say, Jesus says,
walk as | walked. We tend to think we have to have had life figured out.

We don't recognize that Jesus was saying, | was the helpless one. Then the very last words of Jesus.
Luke chapter 23.

Luke chapter 23 verse 46. The very last words that Jesus ever spoke. I'll show you the words that Jesus
first spoke when he was a 12 year old boy.

He died when he was 33 and a half. What were the last words that Jesus spoke? Luke chapter 23 verse
46. He cried out with a loud voice.
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He didn't have to cry it out. Did he have to? The father could hear him even if he whispered. Even if he
said it in his spirit, the father could have heard him.

But he cried out with a loud voice. That was the only way he could underline it. That's the only way he
could emphasize it.

He cried out with a loud voice saying, Father, into your hands | commit my spirit. I've been holding on to
your hand the whole time. That's been my life the whole time.

From the beginning, he's 12 years old, he tells his parents, didn't you know where you're gonna find me?
You're gonna find me holding on to my father's hands. So when | was lost and | was in the middle of a
busy streets of Jerusalem, | went to my father's house. It's the only place | would be.

Throughout his life, he was in ministry, he was saying, I'm only gonna show you what | see the father
showing. Can't do anything on my own initiative. All the way to the very end of his life, his last breath, his
last words, he says, I'm committing myself back into your hands.

So that's all I know how to do. And I'm the helpless one. And so that's a much easier Jesus to follow than
the Jesus who's walking on water all the time.

But the way he walked on water was by being the helpless one. Not by summoning some great life that is
so hard for us to follow. So what | see in Jesus being the helpless one and Jesus saying, now follow me as
| follow, as | followed and as | walked on this earth, now you follow me.

And | said, Jesus, how did you live? Mastering over every sin. He said, | did it this way. Reaching out for
help.

He says, walk in my footsteps. And this is the life | have to cover. And this life seems approachable.

This seems accessible to me. | realized that | had to be, | have to beware of a spirit with which | can come
into God's presence. That can come into all of us.

What is the spirit with which | need to come into God's presence? All of us, children, you have, I'm sure
you often want to try to reach your daddy's phone or mommy's phone. Well, | work in security. | would
encourage you all to have a password.

Well, I'm sure the children want to know your parents' passwords. Well, if you enter my, if you got access
to my phone, you got access to a lot of things. All my notes are in here, all my, a lot of my, my work
information is here, my photos, everything is on this phone.

All you need to know is the password for this phone. And you got access to a lot of my life. What is the
password to enter God's presence? What is the password to enter God's presence? To enter all of God's
riches? Lord, | need help.

That's what I'm realizing is the password. And | beware of the password that says, Lord, | had a good day
obeying your commandments today. That's the alternative to | need help.

And | look in the stories and | see the older son on the story of the prodigal son, Luke 15 saying, Father,
I've never disobeyed a command of yours. That's the password I'm entering. So God, | need, Father, |
need access to you.
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And that's not the access. | see the Pharisee in Luke chapter 18. We know these stories well, so I'm not
going to turn to all of them.

Luke chapter 18, the publican and the Pharisee. And the Pharisee says, look, I've prayed twice a week.
I've fasted twice a week.

I've done all these things. I'm not like these other people. That's the password I'm entering, to enter God's
presence.

And the kid says, nope, that's not going to work. The rich young ruler, he too, he comes to Jesus and
says, look, I'm going to type in the password. I've obeyed all the commandments since my youth.

This, not committing adultery, not committing murder, and on and on. And | find that those passwords
don't work to enter God's presence. Meanwhile, | find some other people entering a different password,
like the younger son, saying, Father, I've sinned.

I'm not worthy to your presence. And he gets rushed into God's wedding feast, the celebration feast. | see
the publican beating his breast saying, Lord, have mercy on me.

He gets ushered into God's presence and is exalted. | see the Samaritan leper saying, Lord, | need
healing. And he gets healed.

But he says, no, I'm not going to go and show myself to the priest. He comes back shouting with a loud
voice, saying thank you to God. And God says, you're welcome into my presence.

Blind Bartimaeus and on and on. You find the secret password to enter into God's presence of joy is Lord,
I need help. | don't have it figured out.

And whenever people came to Jesus saying, | had a good day, | obeyed all the commands, I'm doing
great. They find that they're not very close to God. So | can cherish the | need help cry.

| can value it. | always it's our natural instinct to think when things are not going well, which means | need
help. That those are the bad times.

And | find that God says, No, those are the easiest times for you to enter my God into enter God's
presence is the | need help cry is the password to get rushed into God's presence to find fullness of joy is
the | need help cry. And when I'm there, when | enter God's presence, well, what am | there for? Am |
there for a prayer to be answered? Or am | there to know Jesus? And there's this beautiful story. Santos
was praying, Lord, help us to have the spirit of the widow.

I didn't know which widow he was talking about. There are a few widows that are commended. But there's
this beautiful story that | was was on my heart and second Kings chapter four.

This is a widow, | believe is a widow or actually may not have been a widow. Actually wasn't a widow. But
anyways, this is the story that | thought of.

And second Kings chapter four, this is a story of a widow who was sorry, a woman who shouldn't might
woman who didn't have any children. And then Elisha prayed for her. And he she had a child.

Sermonlindex.net | Page 4



But then that child died. So that's the that's the situation. Second Kings chapter four, that her child has
died.

And so she comes out to meet Elisha. And in verse 28, she tells Elisha, did | not ask for a son from you?
And did you did | not also say you don't deceive me means don't let my hope down. And Elisha had given
him given her a child.

And now the child had died. So here's what Elisha says in verse 29. So then Elisha says the guy has a
gird up your line loins and take up my stuff in your hand and go your way.

If you meet any man do not salute him. And if anyone salutes you do not answer him and lay my stuff on
the lad's face. Here's what the mother of the lad said.

As the Lord lives and as you yourself live, | will not leave you. And so the widows, the woman said the
mother of the lad dead child said, you're telling your servant to go with your staff to raise your my child
from the dead. I'm not going.

I'm staying with you. And so the verse 31 guys he passed on before them. And you see what happens is
the staff didn't work.

The power was not in the staff. The power was with Elisha. And | was reminded of this story.

What would | do if | had a dead son and a man of God said here take my handkerchief and go place that
on and the child will live. I'd be like the son is the most important thing to me. But the answer to the prayer
was not the most important thing for this woman.

This woman said | want to be with the man of God. | want to be with Elisha. And | thought of that as | said,
Lord, what is the purpose | come into your presence? The secret to enter God's presence is | need help.

But now that I'm here, what am | what am | trying to get? What am | trying to get? Am | trying to get Christ?
Or am | trying to get a solution to my problem? We | noticed that in the verse that we memorized or some
of the folks were memorizing this week that we memorized from Jude chapter 1 verse 24. | come to God
because | want to be kept from stumbling and to stand before his presence in the presence of his glory,
blameless and with great joy. That's why | come into God's presence.

But the beginning of that verse says to him who is able to keep me from stumbling. The secret is not to get
some power from God and then use that power to overcome sin. The secret is to get him because he is
able to keep me from falling and to make me stand in the presence of his glory blameless with great joy.

The secret is to be with him and to get him. We keep saying the Christian life is a relationship not a
religion. But | find that when | come with | need help cry, | tend to go to God and say please help me with
my problem.

And | don't say God | want you. | come into God's presence saying God | need help. But what I'm looking
for is you.

And that's kind of where because of my problems | say Lord | need help. But | don't value Christ himself.
That's where | need to say Lord I'm here to get eternal life.
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My son is dead but I'm not gonna follow the staff and the corrupt servant who's going. Gazi was the
corrupt servant who actually loved money. No Lord | see that you are here.

And so even the son continues to be dead I'm gonna stay with you. And to know that the problem is the
reason I'm coming to God's presence is not for the problem to be solved but to gain Christ. And to say
Lord that is the reason I'm here opening my Bible to read God's word today.

Here's the reason why | am here praying to you. Not to get a problem answered but because I'm trying to
know you. I'm trying to gain you.

How do | know it's time to leave? How do | know when I'm ready to leave God's presence? You know just
that this is the mark to me in my mind of how | know | have been filled with the Holy Spirit. You know we
keep seeking to be filled with the Holy Spirit. How do | know I've been filled with the Holy Spirit? The
clearest marker for me has been John 16 14 which says that the Holy Spirit will glorify Jesus.

That has been the clearest marker that I've been filled with the Holy Spirit is that Jesus is glorified. Jesus
is magnified. So if | come to God's presence saying Lord I'm typing in the password of | need help.

When now I'm in God's presence how do | know | have been filled with the Holy Spirit? How do | know that
| have received what | came for? Is that Christ becomes bigger. Not that my problem gets solved but that
Christ becomes bigger and he John 16 14 and he will glorify me because he will take of what is mine and
show it to you. And so the reason I'm coming to God's presence saying Lord | am the helpless one is so
that | can see.

That's what Jesus said. | can do nothing without the Father but what the Father shows me when | see the
Father | show you. And as | see greater things about the Father | show you.

And it was the point was to see the Father. Jesus wanted to see the Father what the Father was doing.
And when | go to Jesus I'm not trying to get my problem solved.

I'm trying to see Jesus. It's like Elisha another story of Elisha when the servant saw all the armies
surrounding him. Elisha said | pray that for the servant that your eyes may be open so that you'll see the
heavenly hosts.

So now the problem changes because the problem is still there. But | see the heavenly hosts that are
encamping around all the mountains. That's what Elijah saw so he was not worried.

The soldiers didn't have to go away. And in the same way that the boy may be still dead the problem will
be still there. But I'm here Lord Jesus | need help.

And the way | know | get help is I'm filled with the Holy Spirit and | see you in a different light. That's how
my prayers have to be adjusted so that | see Christ more. And one common theme around all these
people who met Jesus.

The youngest son who met the Father. The publican who beat his breast and said Lord have mercy on
me. And the Samaritan leper who was the one who came back to Jesus.

It's so important to remember the end of the story. The end of the story for the youngest son was that the
father and the son began to celebrate. That's the end of the story.
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Not that the son is keeping on beating up his breast saying I'm not worthy to be a son. That's not the end
of the story. So when | come into God's presence | say | need help.

But | get the help. | get the fullness of joy. The end of the story for the publican in Luke chapter 18 is not
that he kept beating his breast.

But it says in Luke chapter 18, 14 that he went home justified. And Jesus says that those who humble
themselves will be exalted. So the end of the story is that you get exalted to God's lap.

Sitting in fullness of joy and love. And that's how | leave. Full of courage and gratitude because | have
received what | came for.

And so often | find Jesus said that to the leper too who came back. He said your faith has made you well.
Your faith has saved you.

And | find that | have to seek to hold on to get what God promises to give me. At verse Matthew chapter
11 verse 28 has often been a reminder to me. Come to me you who are weary and heavy laden.

Well I'm a weary and heavy laden. What do | do? | come to Jesus. Well what's the proof that | came to
Jesus? | get rest.

That's the undeniable proof that | came to Jesus. That | get rest for my souls. Otherwise | didn't come to
Jesus.

But plenty of people are weary and heavy laden who are claiming to come to Jesus but there's no proof
that they came to Jesus because they didn't get rest. And so there's a lot of thinking that there's a great
virtue in beating my breast saying Lord I'm such a horrible sinner. There's no virtue in that if | don't get
what | come for.

Which is justification. Which is a greater view of Jesus Christ. And so | find out that Lord it's not, you're not
looking at my track record because the eldest son also had a great track record.

But he didn't get a revelation of the father. The Pharisee was not telling a lie. | don't think he was telling a
lie.

He was saying | pray, | fast, | do all these wonderful things. All obedience to the law. But he didn't get
justified.

He didn't be called righteous. And so | find that | can do a lot of things according to the new covenant. |
can do a lot of things that | think are absolutely right.

And | can miss Christ. Say for example as | was thinking about this celebration of Christmas. | believe that
there are many, | don't want to say numbers, but there are many people who are remembering Christmas
as the day when Jesus came to this earth.

And are thanking God for what great condescension Jesus took to go from God to becoming man. And
that there were many people yesterday who took the time to be genuinely grateful to Jesus for doing that.
And there were also many people for whom Christmas is a very hard time.
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Because it reminds them of painful memories. They were joyous but now painful because loved ones are
no longer with them. Or people died around this time.

And so these are painful memories but they didn't give in to self pity. They reminded themselves of the
sacrifice of Jesus who left his father's glory and came down to us and suffered for us. And so yesterday
was a time where many people were remembering the birth of Jesus in a very special way and were
meeting with Jesus.

And who saw Jesus in a more glorified way. And then there were some others, that's kind of maybe the
camp that | could have been closer to. Who said okay I'm not going to celebrate Christmas because of this
tradition being that or that.

But | never drew close to Jesus. | drew comfort that | wasn't like those heathen people. All those pagans,
Lord thank you that I'm not like them.

Who are doing this and not doing that. Meanwhile | never drew close to Jesus. While these other people
were drawing close to Jesus.

And so who won? Who had a good day yesterday? Me sitting in my right convictions and holding on to my
right doctrines but not drawing close to Jesus? Or some other people who according to their life they have
or according to their genuine conviction chose to remember Jesus in a sincere way and drew close to
Jesus. And so | find out that | can obey all the commands and be the older son and the rich young ruler
and the Pharisee. And what is the secret password | miss is either | need help or | need you.

I want to find you. And | find that Paul had that. In Philippines years after being a wholehearted Christian
he said | consider it all rubbish to find Jesus.

That's why | find that | have to find him. And the wonderful message of the Christian life is that | get him. |
receive him.

There's many who receive him. Such people are called children of God. | must receive Jesus.

We must go to God's presence with that | need help cry but | must find him. | must recognize that that's
what makes the Christian life a happy life, a blessed life. The first miracle that Jesus did was turning water
into wine and he replaced old good wine with way better wine.

And so the new covenant life is a much richer much more delightful life. And that is only found if | find
Christ. All my | need help cries are worthless if | don't find Christ.

All my death to self is worthless if | don't taste the resurrection life of Jesus. I'm as Paul says to be most
pity if | believe in the death but not in the resurrection. So | find that | must work hard to say Lord I'm not
going to leave you till | find the resurrection life of Jesus.

To find the justification that the tax collector found. To enjoy the celebration that the prodigal son enjoyed.
To enjoy the salvation that the woman in the city compared to Simon the Pharisee or the Samaritan leper.

What did they find? Lord Jesus | want to find that. | want to find you and the rest and the peace and the joy
that you're going to give me. If not I'm just passing on doctrines.
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| need to find the joy whether it's celebrating Christmas or not celebrating Christmas. What's the point if |
don't have the joy of finding Him? And that's what | find that we can stand on so many doctrines. Maybe
very accurate but if | miss the joy and the peace | don't have the life of the Spirit.

Because the kingdom of God and the life of the Spirit is not right doctrines. But righteousness, joy and
peace in the Holy Spirit. | must keep fighting for that.

That's how | can walk as Jesus walked. The other part of that picture that | also wanted to point out was
Jesus as the one helping. And the top side and | don't know if you know what Jesus is doing now and
that's in Hebrews chapter 7 verse 25.

And that was also a very helpful picture or verse to go along with the picture. Because when we think of
helping people we think | need to be there with that person. | need to have my hand being able to touch
that person.

And maybe because of COVID it's made it harder for us to be able to touch other people physically. Or
we're separated from loved ones or different people who are in need. And Jesus is like that.

He also separated from us. He's not with us here on this earth. He's up in heaven.

The Holy Spirit is down here on us. So how does Jesus help us? | find a beautiful ministry that Jesus says.
You know just imagine this.

It says in Hebrews chapter 2 and Hebrews chapter 10 that Jesus completed his work here and then he
went and sat down. He went and sat down at the right hand of the Father. So what do you think of when
you think of he sat down? Well he's done.

He's now relaxing. But that's not what Jesus is doing. Jesus did sit down.

He did complete the work but Hebrews 7.25 says what he's doing full time. Hebrews 7.25 it says that he is
able to save Jesus. We shall call his name Jesus because he will save his people from his sins.

Well that salvation didn't complete on the cross or in the resurrection. It continues now in the ministry of
Jesus that he's doing now. Otherwise he wouldn't be doing it.

If it was not necessary, if it was a dead work, you'd be sure Jesus wouldn't be doing it. But it says in
Hebrews 7.25 that the salvation work of Jesus continues now. Past the birth, past the death, past the
resurrection to now.

He's doing something to help save me to the uttermost, completely, forever. How does he do that? His
heart throbbing is now doing something. He's like I'm not sitting around doing nothing.

I'm here to intercede. I'm here to stand in the gap on behalf of others. That's how he's helping me.
And Jesus says walk as | have walked. Walk as I'm walking. You abide with Jesus, you can do that too.

Well | can't send them an email. You don't need to send them an email. Well | can't send them a gift
basket.

You don't need to send them a gift basket. You don't have to share them some great encouraging word.
You don't have to.
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You can intercede though. Jesus says you can intercede from a million miles away. What's stopping me
from interceding? | just wanted to share it.

When | think about the word interceding, it is a greater word than forgiveness. Just think about it. Think
about it dear brothers and sisters.

Somebody who has hurt you. You ask yourself have | forgiven them? Sure maybe | have forgiven them
but what does it mean to intercede for them? It means [I'll take the bullet for them. That's very different from
forgiving.

| forgive you. Stay away from me. I'm not saying that we just keep interceding for everybody.

But what about the brothers and sisters in the church? Can | have a spirit of intercession? But | think it
goes further than just saying yeah I've forgiven them. | don't mean harm on them. | don't mean evil on
them.

But to me intercession means | want their eternal good. Now their eternal good may mean me staying
away from them. But Lord | really am rooting for their eternal good.

And | see that there is a difference more than just forgiveness. Jesus said be perfect as | am perfect. And
we know that's in the context of mercy.

But in the context of Matthew 5, he is saying be perfect as your heavenly father is perfect. And he is
talking in that context of loving your enemies. And blessing those who persecute you.

That's more than just forgiving those who persecute you. It's blessing. And to me | say Lord | want to
understand what that means to intercede.

And interceding is even more than sacrificing. Because | can sacrifice for others but not be rooting for
them. | can get a lot of gift baskets.

| can make a lot of food for them. But | can still despise them in my heart. Secretly.

And | have found release from negative thoughts towards people. By seeing Jesus as being an interceder.
And Jesus saying follow me.

Don't stop at just forgiving them. Intercede for them. You don't have to send them an email.

You don't have to preach them a sermon. You don't have to send them a verse. When that negative
thought comes into your heart.

Don't just say Lord | release them. | forgive them. Can you intercede for them? Say Lord don't hold it
against them.

They don't know what they are doing. And subtle spirits of vengeance can come in. Even though | think |
have forgiven them.

But intercession is deeper than that. And richer than that. | have found that when God tells me to intercede
for others.

| find it difficult to obey the command. But when Jesus is my hero. And | see him interceding.

Sermonlindex.net | Page 10



It makes it easier for me to intercede. | will give you a little story about that. That | have shared before.

When you are speaking you like to have your hands free. If you are speaking a lot. If you are standing up
and speaking.

You are holding your Bible in one hand if you don't have a pulpit. You like to have one free. So | like
having the mic.

Where | don't have to hold it. And so | also like a mic where it is on a stand. Or sometimes they give you a
lapel mic.

Where you can just clip it on here. And you can walk around on stage. So a lot of speakers like to speak
that way.

And it picks up the mic really well. The worst option is for me to hold a mic in my hand. Because then you
see my mic is in my hand like this.

And | am holding the Bible. And then | have to turn to a different passage. And so then the mic is.

Where do | put the mic? So | am kind of going like this. Trying to get it like that. And the mic is picking up
all the sound of all that stuff.

It is not a very preferred way for me to do that. And | don't have any place to put the mic down. So | always
didn't like.

I never liked the holding the mic option. That was the least preferred option. Until one day | noticed that
one of my Christian preacher heroes always held a mic.

David Wilkerson. Even though he was standing on the pulpit. He always held a mic as he was speaking.
And | noticed something. Ever since then whenever | held a mic. | used to think.

I am holding the mic like David Wilkerson is. And it became a positive thing. Because David Wilkerson
was one of my heroes.

Since | was a little child. My hero holds the mic like this. | can do it too.

It went from being the least preferred option to being a wonderful compliment. Now | am still not going
around saying. Please give me a mic to hold.

But when | am asked to hold a mic. And there is no other option. It has become a beautiful badge of honor.

Even though it is still the least preferred option. David Wilkerson had made it cool. Not cool to many other
people.

But since David Wilkerson was my hero. It became cool. And | discovered that what | need.

Is for Jesus to be my hero. Then intercession becomes easier. Then being the helpless one becomes
easier.

Because my hero was like that. So the problem is not that | am such a horrible person. | have trouble
interceding.
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The problem is Jesus has not become my hero. That is why | need to come into Jesus God's presence. As
the helpless one.

And say Lord Jesus. Make you my hero. | need you to be my hero.

You are not. That is why it is very difficult for me to take the least preferred options. Of trials and
sufferings.

But when | see how you did it. And when my hero went through it. | can do it too.

And when | see my hero interceding for others. | will copy my hero. | don't want to wake up at 4 in the
morning.

To go shoot 500 free throws. But if Steph Curry is my hero. And he says meet me at the gym at 4 o'clock.
To shoot 500 free throws with me. | will wake up. The 500 free throws are still very very difficult for me.

As difficult as it was before. But my hero is there with me. And | am copying my hero.

And | find that the problem has a lot to do with. | don't have the right hero. A lot of times myself is my hero.
Or the people who go on the vacations. And have the great jobs. And are in the news.

They are my subtle heroes. And self is my hero. That is why | don't intercede as easily.

But if Jesus becomes my hero. Then intercession becomes easier. Because that is what he lives to do.
Morning and night. He lives to intercede. And to save forever those who draw near to God through him.

And so as we see brothers and sisters in the church. We can grow in our spirit of intercession. Helping
others even though we never say it to them.

We watch it from a distance. We watch the way their parenting methods are highly inferior to our exalted
ways of parenting. But we don't judge them.

And when these negative thoughts come towards other parents. | say Lord | want to intercede for them.
Even though their parenting techniques | would never recommend to anybody.

| intercede for them. Because they are my brothers and sisters in Christ. And they are sitting there.

And | will end with this John chapter 2. The two stories in there that | have been thinking about even in this
context. Jesus being the helpless one. And Jesus being the interceder.

In John chapter 2 he comes and turns water into wine. And he is basically saying the old wine is not good
enough. And we have to come to that point in our lives.

Just obeying your commands. You gave me the old wine. You gave me the old commands.
It's not good enough. It's running out. It's not sustaining me.

| need something different. What | need is Christ. | need the new wine which is the life of Christ.
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The person of Christ. And that's what | find out of the story in John chapter 2 of the new wine. Water into
wine.

God says you've got to realize that obeying the commandments. Old covenant or new covenant
commandments. A life of obeying the commandments does not satisfy.

In fact it's dangerous. Because | find that in the spirit of the older son. And | find that in the rich young
ruler.

And so on. What | need Lord Jesus is you. To him who is able to keep me from stumbling.

Not to the one who is obeying the commandments. Is able to be kept from stumbling. Not to him who is
able.

And then the other story in John chapter 2. Right after that. After he turns water into wine. The other story
there.

Is he goes into the temple and cleanses the temple. And he says in verse 16. In John chapter 2 verse 16.
Take these things away. Stop making my house. My father's house.
A place of business. And what that word. | see that in my bible is a trading house.

Don't make my church a trading house. And | like that word a trading house. To remind me of that club
mentality.

Where we become a trading house. You give me your recipe of how to bake chicken. And I'll give you my
recipe of how to bake cookies.

It's a trading house. And that's what our church life reduces to. Who can make the best turkey.
Who can make the best chicken. A trading house. How to raise the best children.

Use this home school method. Use this curriculum. Use this and that.

And it's a trading house. A trading house of how to raise respectable children. Kind and polite.

And in many ways it just becomes a trading house. Not a house that is passionate to say. I'm here to
learn.

How did you find Christ? That's what | want to find out from you. | desire to know nothing among you.
Except Christ.

And him crucified. That's all | desire to come here today to do. | didn't come here to get better tips on how
to raise better children.

| want to find out from you. How did you find Christ this week? That's what | want to find from you. And
don't make my house a trading house.

And Jesus cleansed the temple. Repeatedly saying. Don't make my house a place of trading.

Trading ideas, trading whatever it is. In that case it was money. In this case we may be more sanctified.
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To not make it about just. You know. Amway schemes or things like that.
Selling Tupperware. But we have our own little systems of trading. To keep just good respectable things.

That is corruptible. And Jesus says clean out the temple. My house was meant to be a house of prayer
and intercession.

Where people were rooting for others to find Christ. That's what the church was meant to be about. That |
don't find my connection with brothers and sisters.

Because we have the same doctrine. Or have the same parenting mechanisms. Or many other things like
that.

Lord | want to listen to your words. And it says in Luke chapter 2 verse 17. His disciples remembered that
it was written.

Zeal for your house will consume me. And | looked up that word consume. And in every other use of that
word.

It is used as devour. Such a strong word. Zeal for your house will eat me up.

To intercede for others. To find Christ. To be a house of prayer.

That's what Jesus was saying. Not to go and have a Martha mindset. No.

To have that. And so | connected that with intercession. To seeking for the best of others.

For seeking for Christ to be formed in me. And in others. That zeal for it.

Will consume me. Will devour me. Will eat me up.

And Jesus is constantly coming with a whip. To cleanse my temple. To purge me of all the trading houses.
That | make church to be. And these are the ways in which our church is. We can have the right theology.
But we can be a good club. Because we are constantly reducing ourselves. To other things besides.

How is Christ being formed? And how am | interceding? That we must walk as Jesus walked. More and
more as the helpless ones. And more and more as the people who are interceding for others.

That is the house of prayer. That God wants us to be. May God help us.

Amen.

Video: https://sermonindex2.b-cdn.net/mb5kFZ5wyAs.mp4
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/sandeep-poonen/jesus-the-helpless-one-and-the-interceder/
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