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Confessions - Book IX - Chapter X
by St. Augustine

Transcript

23. As the day now approached on which she was to depart this life--a day which thou knewest, but which
we did not--it happened (though I believe it was by thy secret ways arranged) that she and I stood alone,
leaning in a certain window from which the garden of the house we occupied at Ostia could be seen. Here
in this place, removed from the crowd, we were resting ourselves for the voyage after the fatigues of a
long journey.

We were conversing alone very pleasantly and \"forgetting those things which are past, and reaching
forward toward those things which are future.\"[293] We were in the present--and in the presence of Truth
(which thou art)--discussing together what is the nature of the eternal life of the saints: which eye has not
seen, nor ear heard, neither has entered into the heart of man.[294] We opened wide the mouth of our
heart, thirsting for those supernal streams of thy fountain, \"the fountain of life\" which is with thee,[295]
that we might be sprinkled with its waters according to our capacity and might in some measure weigh the
truth of so profound a mystery.

24. And when our conversation had brought us to the point where the very highest of physical sense and
the most intense illumination of physical light seemed, in comparison with the sweetness of that life to
come, not worthy of comparison, nor even of mention, we lifted ourselves with a more ardent love toward
the Selfsame,[296] and we gradually passed through all the levels of bodily objects, and even through the
heaven itself, where the sun and moon and stars shine on the earth. Indeed, we soared higher yet by an
inner musing, speaking and marveling at thy works.

And we came at last to our own minds and went beyond them, that we might climb as high as that region
of unfailing plenty where thou feedest Israel forever with the food of truth, where life is that Wisdom by
whom all things are made, both which have been and which are to be. Wisdom is not made, but is as she
has been and forever shall be; for \"to have been\" and \"to be hereafter\" do not apply to her, but only \"to
be,\" because she is eternal and \"to have been\" and \"to be hereafter\" are not eternal.

And while we were thus speaking and straining after her, we just barely touched her with the whole effort
of our hearts. Then with a sigh, leaving the first fruits of the Spirit bound to that ecstasy, we returned to the
sounds of our own tongue, where the spoken word had both beginning and end.[297] But what is like to
thy Word, our Lord, who remaineth in himself without becoming old, and \"makes all things new\"[298]?

25. What we said went something like this: \"If to any man the tumult of the flesh were silenced; and the
phantoms of earth and waters and air were silenced; and the poles were silent as well; indeed, if the very
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soul grew silent to herself, and went beyond herself by not thinking of herself; if fancies and imaginary
revelations were silenced; if every tongue and every sign and every transient thing--for actually if any man
could hear them, all these would say, `We did not create ourselves, but were created by Him who abides
forever\\
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