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Confessions - Book VI - Chapter IX

by St. Augustine

Transcript

14. But this was all being stored up in his memory as medicine for the future. So also was that other
incident when he was still studying under me at Carthage and was meditating at noonday in the market
place on what he had to recite--as scholars usually have to do for practice--and thou didst allow him to be
arrested by the police officers in the market place as a thief. | believe, O my God, that thou didst allow this
for no other reason than that this man who was in the future to prove so great should now begin to learn
that, in making just decisions, a man should not readily be condemned by other men with reckless
credulity.

For as he was walking up and down alone before the judgment seat with his tablets and pen, lo, a young
man--another one of the scholars, who was the real thief--secretly brought a hatchet and, without Alypius
seeing him, got in as far as the leaden bars which protected the silversmith shop and began to hack away
at the lead gratings. But when the noise of the hatchet was heard the silversmiths below began to call to
each other in whispers and sent men to arrest whomsoever they should find. The thief heard their voices
and ran away, leaving his hatchet because he was afraid to be caught with it. Now Alypius, who had not
seen him come in, got a glimpse of him as he went out and noticed that he went off in great haste. Being
curious to know the reasons, he went up to the place, where he found the hatchet, and stood wondering
and pondering when, behold, those that were sent caught him alone, holding the hatchet which had made
the noise which had startled them and brought them there. They seized him and dragged him away,
gathering the tenants of the market place about them and boasting that they had caught a notorious thief.
Thereupon he was led away to appear before the judge.

15. But this is as far as his lesson was to go. For immediately, O Lord, thou didst come to the rescue of his
innocence, of which thou wast the sole witness. As he was being led off to prison or punishment, they
were met by the master builder who had charge of the public buildings. The captors were especially glad
to meet him because he had more than once suspected them of stealing the goods that had been lost out
of the market place. Now, at last, they thought they could convince him who it was that had committed the
thefts. But the custodian had often met Alypius at the house of a certain senator, whose receptions he
used to attend. He recognized him at once and, taking his hand, led him apart from the throng, inquired
the cause of all the trouble, and learned what had occurred. He then commanded all the rabble still
around--and very uproarious and full of threatenings they were--to come along with him, and they came to
the house of the young man who had committed the deed. There, before the door, was a slave boy so
young that he was not restrained from telling the whole story by fear of harming his master. And he had
followed his master to the market place. Alypius recognized him, and whispered to the architect, who
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showed the boy the hatchet and asked whose it was. \"Ours,\" he answered directly. And, being further
guestioned, he disclosed the whole affair. Thus the guilt was shifted to that household and the rabble, who
had begun to triumph over Alypius, were shamed. And so he went away home, this man who was to be
the future steward of thy Word and judge of so many causes in thy Church--a wiser and more experienced
man.
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