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Confessions - Book VI - Chapter Vii

by St. Augustine

Transcript

11. Those of us who were living like friends together used to bemoan our lot in our common talk; but |
discussed it with Alypius and Nebridius more especially and in very familiar terms. Alypius had been born
in the same town as I; his parents were of the highest rank there, but he was a bit younger than |. He had
studied under me when | first taught in our town, and then afterward at Carthage. He esteemed me highly
because | appeared to him good and learned, and | esteemed him for his inborn love of virtue, which was
uncommonly marked in a man so young. But in the whirlpool of Carthaginian fashion--where frivolous
spectacles are hotly followed--he had been inveigled into the madness of the gladiatorial games. While he
was miserably tossed about in this fad, | was teaching rhetoric there in a public school. At that time he was
not attending my classes because of some ill feeling that had arisen between me and his father. | then
came to discover how fatally he doted upon the circus, and | was deeply grieved, for he seemed likely to
cast away his very great promise--if, indeed, he had not already done so. Yet | had no means of advising
him, or any way of reclaiming him through restraint, either by the kindness of a friend or by the authority of
a teacher. For | imagined that his feelings toward me were the same as his father\\
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