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Confessions - Book VI - Chapter Xiv
by St. Augustine

Transcript

24. Many in my band of friends, consulting about and abhorring the turbulent vexations of human life, had
often considered and were now almost determined to undertake a peaceful life, away from the turmoil of
men. This we thought could be obtained by bringing together what we severally owned and thus making of
it a common household, so that in the sincerity of our friendship nothing should belong more to one than to
the other; but all were to have one purse and the whole was to belong to each and to all. We thought that
this group might consist of ten persons, some of whom were very rich--especially Romanianus, my fellow
townsman, an intimate friend from childhood days. He had been brought up to the court on grave business
matters and he was the most earnest of us all about the project and his voice was of great weight in
commending it because his estate was far more ample than that of the others. We had resolved, also, that
each year two of us should be managers and provide all that was needful, while the rest were left
undisturbed. But when we began to reflect whether this would be permitted by our wives, which some of
us had already and others hoped to have, the whole plan, so excellently framed, collapsed in our hands
and was utterly wrecked and cast aside. From this we fell again into sighs and groans, and our steps
followed the broad and beaten ways of the world; for many thoughts were in our hearts, but \"Thy counsel
standeth fast forever.\"[172] In thy counsel thou didst mock ours, and didst prepare thy own plan, for it was
thy purpose \"to give us meat in due season, to open thy hand, and to fill our souls with blessing.\"[173]
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