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Confessions - Book X - Chapter IX
by St. Augustine

Transcript

16. And yet this is not all that the unlimited capacity of my memory stores up. In memory, there are also all
that one has learned of the liberal sciences, and has not forgotten--removed still further, so to say, into an
inner place which is not a place. Of these things it is not the images that are retained, but the things
themselves. For what literature and logic are, and what I know about how many different kinds of
questions there are--all these are stored in my memory as they are, so that I have not taken in the image
and left the thing outside. It is not as though a sound had sounded and passed away like a voice heard by
the ear which leaves a trace by which it can be called into memory again, as if it were still sounding in
mind while it did so no longer outside. Nor is it the same as an odor which, even after it has passed and
vanished into the wind, affects the sense of smell--which then conveys into the memory the image of the
smell which is what we recall and re-create; or like food which, once in the belly, surely now has no taste
and yet does have a kind of taste in the memory; or like anything that is felt by the body through the sense
of touch, which still remains as an image in the memory after the external object is removed. For these
things themselves are not put into the memory. Only the images of them are gathered with a marvelous
quickness and stored, as it were, in the most wonderful filing system, and are thence produced in a
marvelous way by the act of remembering.
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