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Confessions - Book X - Chapter Xviii
by St. Augustine

Transcript

27. For the woman who lost her small coin[339] and searched for it with a light would never have found it
unless she had remembered it. For when it was found, how could she have known whether it was the
same coin, if she had not remembered it? I remember having lost and found many things, and I have
learned this from that experience: that when I was searching for any of them and was asked: \"Is this it? Is
that it?\" I answered, \"No,\" until finally what I was seeking was shown to me. But if I had not remembered
it--whatever it was--even though it was shown to me, I still would not have found it because I could not
have recognized it. And this is the way it always is when we search for and find anything that is lost. Still, if
anything is accidentally lost from sight--not from memory, as a visible body might be--its image is retained
within, and the thing is searched for until it is restored to sight. And when the thing is found, it is
recognized by the image of it which is within. And we do not say that we have found what we have lost
unless we can recognize it, and we cannot recognize it unless we remember it. But all the while the thing
lost to the sight was retained in the memory.
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