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Confessions - Book Xii - Chapter Xix
by St. Augustine

Transcript

28. For it is certainly true, O Lord, that thou didst create the heaven and the earth. It is also true that \"the
beginning\" is thy wisdom in which thou didst create all things. It is likewise true that this visible world has
its own great division (the heaven and the earth) and these two terms include all entities that have been
made and created. It is further true that everything mutable confronts our minds with a certain lack of form,
whereby it receives form, or whereby it is capable of taking form. It is true, yet again, that what cleaves to
the changeless form so closely that even though it is mutable it is not changed is not subject to temporal
process. It is true that the formlessness which is almost nothing cannot have temporal change in it. It is
true that that from which something is made can, in a manner of speaking, be called by the same name as
the thing that is made from it. Thus that formlessness of which heaven and earth were made might be
called \"heaven and earth.\" It is true that of all things having form nothing is nearer to the unformed than
the earth and the abyss. It is true that not only every created and formed thing but also everything capable
of creation and of form were created by Thee, from whom all things are.[488] It is true, finally, that
everything that is formed from what is formless was formless before it was formed.
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