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Confessions - Book Xii - Chapter Xxiii
by St. Augustine

Transcript

32. | have heard and considered these theories as well as my weak apprehension allows, and | confess
my weakness to Thee, O Lord, though already thou knowest it. Thus | see that two sorts of disagreements
may arise when anything is related by signs, even by trustworthy reporters. There is one disagreement
about the truth of the things involved; the other concerns the meaning of the one who reports them. It is
one thing to inquire as to what is true about the formation of the Creation. It is another thing, however, to
ask what that excellent servant of thy faith, Moses, would have wished for the reader and hearer to
understand from these words. As for the first question, let all those depart from me who imagine that
Moses spoke things that are false. But let me be united with them in thee, O Lord, and delight myself in
thee with those who feed on thy truth in the bond of love. Let us approach together the words of thy book
and make diligent inquiry in them for thy meaning through the meaning of thy servant by whose pen thou
hast given them to us.
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