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The Juniors, Therefore, Should Honor Their

Seniors
by St. Benedict of Nursia

Thejuniors should honor their seniors, and the seniors should love their juniors, by showing respect and
disciplinein daily life.

Scripture: Romans 12:10, Ephesians 6:2, Philippians 2:3, 1 Timothy 5:1, 1 Peter 2:17
Topics: "Community Respect”, "Christian Leadership"

Description

St. Benedict of Nursia preaches about the importance of honoring and showing love to one another based
on their roles and ranks within the community. He emphasizes the significance of addressing each other
with respect and reverence, with juniors honoring seniors and seniors loving juniors. St. Benedict
highlights the Abbot's role as a representation of Christ, deserving of honor and respect, and encourages
all members to reflect on their behavior to show themselves worthy of such honor.

Transcript

The juniors, therefore, should honor their seniors,
and the seniors love their juniors.

In the very manner of address,

let no one call another by the mere name;

but let the seniors call their juniors Brothers,

and the juniors call their seniors Fathers,

by which is conveyed the reverence due to a father.
But the Abbot,

since he is believed to represent Christ,

shall be called Lord and Abbot,
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not for any pretensions of his own

but out of honor and love for Christ.

Let the Abbot himself reflect on this,

and show himself worthy of such an honor.
And wherever the brethren meet one another
the junior shall ask the senior for his blessing.
When a senior passes by,

a junior shall rise and give him a place to sit,
nor shall the junior presume to sit with him
unless his senior bid him,

that it may be as was written,

"In honor anticipating one another."

Boys, both small and adolescent,

shall keep strictly to their rank in oratory and at table.
But outside of that, wherever they may be,

let them be under supervision and discipline,

until they come to the age of discretion.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/st-benedict-of-nursia/the-juniors-therefore-should-honor-their-seniors/
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