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Jeremiah - New Covenant
by Stephen Kaung

Stephen Kaung's sermon explores the profound differences between the Old and New Covenants, emphasizing

God's grace and the intimate relationship believers have with Him through Christ.

Duration: 1:16:18

Scripture: Exodus 19:5, Isaiah 59:20-21, Jeremiah 31:31-34, Matthew 6:33, Romans 11:27, Hebrews 8:7-8, Hebrews
10:16-17

Topics: "Jeremiah"

Description

In this sermon, Brother Stephen Kong discusses the importance of listening to the Holy Spirit and having a
personal communion with God. He emphasizes that knowing the truth intuitively, rather than just mentally,
is what sets us free. Kong highlights three precious things found in the New Covenant: forgiveness of sin,
knowledge of God, and the power of life. He encourages believers to live in the grace of the New
Covenant and reminds them that God has provided everything they need. The sermon is based on
Jeremiah 31 and references the verse 'You shall know the truth and the truth shall set you free.'

Transcript

This is Monday evening, May 6th, 1974, in Richmond, Virginia. The ministry is given through Brother
Stephen Kong. Turn to the book of Jeremiah, chapter 31.

Jeremiah, chapter 31. We'll read from verse 31 through verse 34. Behold, days come, said Jehovah, that I
will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, not according to the
covenant that I made with their fathers, in the day of my taking them by the hand, to lead them out of the
land of Egypt, which my covenant they broke.

Although I was a husband unto them, said Jehovah, for this is the covenant that I will make with the house
of Israel after those days, said Jehovah. I will put my law in their inward parts, and will write it upon their
heart. And I will be their God, and they shall be my people.

And they shall teach no more, every one his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, No, Jehovah,
for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, said Jehovah. For I will pardon
their iniquity, and their sin will I remember no more. Jeremiah was called of God to be a prophet for the
nations.
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He was called to pluck up, to break down, to destroy, and to tear in pieces. And he was also called to plant
and to build. And as you read his prophecies, you find there are a great number of prophecies that call for
judgment.

And because of the children of Israel refused to turn back to God, judgment finally came upon that nation.
And yet, before the judgment came, the judgment was coming, it was inevitable, and yet before it finally
came, God spoke to the prophet Jeremiah of a distant future. God gave this people who were going to
enter into judgment.

God gave them a most precious promise. And that is what we find here in this passage of Jeremiah. God
said, Behold, days come.

I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah. Not according to the
covenant that I made with their fathers. Once upon a time, God made a covenant with a nation of Israel.

He brought them out of Egypt. He took them to Mount Sinai. And there you remember in Exodus chapter
19, God spoke to the people through Moses saying, I have brought you out of Egypt unto myself.

I have brought you as on eagle's wings. Now if you will hearken to my voice, and if you will keep my
covenant, then I will make you a special possession out of all nations. And I will make you a nation of
priests.

And I will be your God. And when this word was spoken to the children of Israel, how did they respond?
They said, All that God has said, we will keep it. God called Moses, and God gave Moses the Ten
Commandments.

And the precepts. And the ordinances. And you find how Moses gathered all the people there, again in
Exodus chapter 24.

He read to them from the book, the law, the commandment, the precepts, and so forth. And once again
the people said, All that God has said, we will keep them. So an altar was built.

And Moses called the young men of the children of Israel, because that was before the Levitical peace
was set aside. Moses called the young men of the nation of Israel to come and offer up, burn offerings
unto the Lord. And the blood, half of the blood was shed on the altar.

And he took the other half of the blood in a basin. And he sprinkled the book with the blood. And he
sprinkled the people with the blood.

In other words, a covenant was established between God and his people. A covenant was sealed with
blood. It cannot be broken.

Now this was the covenant that God made with the nation of Israel when God first took them out of Egypt.
When you come to the time of Jeremiah, a thousand years have passed. It was a long time.

Within that thousand years, did the nation of Israel keep the covenant of God? A thousand years is a long
period. And yet during that long period of a thousand years, how patient was God with his people? They
broke the covenant of God repeatedly, continuously, persistently. And after a thousand years, God said,
that should be enough.
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God said because they did not keep the covenant. Therefore he disregarded it altogether. In other words,
it was a covenant with condition.

And because the nation of Israel did not fulfill the condition. And it was proven beyond any doubt after a
thousand years. That they just did not fulfill the condition.

They just could not fulfill the condition. And they would not fulfill the condition. They broke their side.

So God said, I will break that covenant. And just disregarded it. But God said, I will make a new covenant
with them.

Now in this old covenant, God said, I took their hands and led them out of the land of Egypt. God was like
a husband to the nation. Let's try to picture it.

Think that God took the hands of the nation of Israel. That was like a father to the children. And God said, I
am like a father to you.

I took you. I led you. I am like a husband to you.

I love you. I provide for you. I do everything for you.

Now is there anything on earth that God can do much more than he had already done to this nation of
Israel? Of all the relationships on earth, there was no relationship that could be more intimate than the
relationship between the parents and the children. Between the husband and the wife. These were the
closest relationships that on earth you could ever have.

And God did all these to them. He was like a father to them. He was like a husband to them.

But in spite of all that God had done, we must remember, you find two personalities here. One is God. And
the other is the nation of Israel.

Just like a father may take the hand of a child and try to lead him, but the child has his own will. Even
though the father is stronger and is able to pull him to one side, but there is always that little will, stubborn,
trying to go the other way. You find however real and close the relationship, it is still external.

You still have two wills instead of one. Two personalities. A husband and a wife.

They are to be joined together into one flesh. There is nothing closer than that relationship. But still you
find two personalities.

The husband is not in the wife and the wife is not in the husband. The father is not in the child and the
child is not in the father. The closest of all relationships and yet it is still external.

That is the nature of the old covenant. That is the nature of the covenant of law. And that is all that God
could do under that covenant.

It was a covenant with conditions. God said if you will keep the covenant, if you will hearken to my voice,
then I will make you my people and I will be your God. In other words, the responsibility was upon the
people.
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You first fulfill all these conditions and then I will be your God. Do and don't, then I will be your God. And
the result was they broke the covenant.

But God said I will make a new covenant with you. And this new covenant is not like the old one. It is a
better covenant.

Now can there be anything better than the old covenant? Can there be any relationship closer, more
effective, than the relationship of the father and children, the husband and wife? Humanly speaking, no.
But divinely speaking, yes. God is able to do something that ears have never heard, eyes have never
seen, and it has never entered into human heart.

The nature of the new covenant is altogether different. It is not only a non-conditional covenant. In other
words, it does not depend upon us.

It all depends upon God. God takes upon himself the full responsibility of all things. And we are the
recipient of his grace, pure grace.

But the relationship or the nature of the new covenant is such that it is a relationship even closer than the
father and the child, than the husband and the wife. It is not an external relationship. It becomes an inward
union, a oneness, an inness.

You remember our Lord Jesus on the night of his betrayal? How he gathered his disciples with him. And
after the Passover feast, the Lord took up the loaf. He blessed it.

He broke it. He gave to the disciples and said, Eat, all of you, in remembrance of me. And then afterwards
he took the cup.

He blessed it. He passed the cup to the disciples and said, Drink ye all of it. This is the cup of the new
covenant.

After Jeremiah prophesied about the new covenant for 600 years, nothing was heard about this new
covenant. After Jeremiah prophesied of the new covenant, the nation of Israel went into captivity. And
even after they returned from captivity, and re-built the temple and the walls of Jerusalem, and yet nothing
was heard about this new covenant.

And then for 400 years God was altogether quiet, silent. God did not even speak to his people. Until
suddenly the voice of John the Baptist, preaching the repentance to the nation of Israel, and then Christ
came to preach the same message.

Repent, for the kingdom of God is at hand. Nothing was heard of this new covenant. Until that night when
the Lord Jesus, he took up the cup, he delivered it to his own people, his disciples, and said, This is the
cup of the new covenant.

Here you find the new covenant. With the nation of Israel, the new covenant is still in the future. The whole
days come, and the days to Israel is still in the future.

You have to wait until the coming of the Lord, until the return of Christ on earth, and when he shall restore
the nation of Israel to God, then this new covenant will be with the nation of Israel. It will be fulfilled in the
millennium kingdom. But thank God, there is a true Israel of God today.
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There is the church today. And here you find Christ on the last night, the night of his betrayal. Here he
delivered the cup to the disciples, those who are redeemed, those who believe in him, and said, This is the
new covenant.

What is the new covenant? What is the nature of this new covenant? You find after he had instituted the
last supper, the last table with his disciples, and then in John chapter 12, 14, through chapter 16, the Lord
began to explain the nature of this new covenant with his disciples. And how did he explain it? He said, In
that day, you shall know that I am in the Father, you are in us, and we are, I am in you. In other words, the
nature of the new covenant is such that it is a new relationship.

It is not just like a father taking the hand of his child and trying to lead them. It is not like a husband trying
to provide and help in every way he can. It is more than that.

It is an inness because of the finished work of Christ on the cross. Because Christ is glorified. The Holy
Spirit is come.

And God is able to dwell within us. Christ is to be our very life. It is no longer an external relationship,
however close it may be.

It is an inward relationship. He is in us, and we are in him. And therefore you'll find in John chapter 15, the
Lord said, I am the true vine, and ye are the branches.

I in you, and you in me. If you abide in me, I will abide in you, and you shall bear much fruit. For without
me you can do nothing.

Dear brothers and sisters, this is the nature of the new covenant. Christianity is not an external
relationship with God. Christianity is an inward relationship with God.

It is Christ in us, the hope of glory. And this is something divine. Because there is no such relationship,
human relationship possible on earth.

It is just beyond human ability. But thank God, he has done it. So dear brothers and sisters, by the mercy
of God, we are now the people of the new covenant.

God has established a new covenant with us. And this new covenant is sealed by the precious blood of
our Lord Jesus. It cannot be broken.

Today we live under the new covenant. We do not live under the old covenant, but under the new
covenant. But unfortunately, many Christians today are still living under the old covenant.

Even though God has not covenanted with you according to law. And yet how we put ourselves under the
law as if we belong to the old covenant. We are still trying to do everything, hoping that we may do it, even
though we know it is hopeless.

We do not realize that God in his mercy, he has covenanted with us in a new covenant. And today we
should learn to live in the new covenant and not to live under the old covenant. Now, in order to live in the
new covenant, in other words, in order to know what is God's covenant with us today, you have to know
what God has provided in that covenant.
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The promises of God. The facts of God. What has God promised? What has God done for us? What are
our privileges? What can we expect of God? Our whole dealing with God today is according to the new
covenant.

That will give us ground. It is not wishful thinking. It is not just hope.

But it will give us solid ground on which we stand and by which we can have our dealings with God and
God dealing with us. They are all based upon this new covenant. So, dear brothers and sisters, it is very,
very essential that we know what is the new covenant.

Now, first of all, we know the nature of the new covenant is that inward relationship. He is in us and we are
in Him. But now we would like to see what do we find in this new covenant.

Hear you verse 33 of Jeremiah 31. For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after
those days, said Jehovah. I will put my law in that inward pot and will write it in their heart.

And I will be their God and they shall be my people. And they shall teach no more every man his neighbor
and every man his brother, saying, Know, Jehovah, for they shall all know me from the least of them unto
the greatest of them, said Jehovah. And I will pardon their iniquity and their sin will I remember no more.

Not once do you find in this new covenant that God lays down certain conditions for us to fulfill first before
He will do His part. Not even once. You find through all the new covenant it is I, God Himself.

He promises that He will do this, He will do that, He promises that's what He's going to do with us and it
does not depend anything upon us. It is unconditional because it is grace. It is the fulfillment and the
realization of God's covenant with Abraham.

You know, God's covenant with Abraham is a covenant of promise. And because it is a covenant of
promise it is by grace. It cannot be annulled by the covenant of law which comes in 430 years later.

The law is given that will give us the knowledge of sin. The law is to lead us up to Christ. But this new
covenant is the continuation, the fulfillment of God's covenant with Abraham.

The promises of God to Abraham. It is purely of grace. What do we find in the covenant? Three things.

Number one, I will put my law in their inward parts and I will write it in their heart and I will be their God and
they shall be my people. That is the first thing. Number two, And they shall teach no more every man his
neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, Know Jehovah, for they shall all know me from the least of
them unto the greatest of them, said Jehovah.

That is number two. And number three, For I will pardon their iniquity and their sins will I remember no
more. Now for the sake of better understanding, we have to start from the end and go up.

Why? Because in God's order it is I will put my law in their inward parts first. And the last one is I will
forgive their pardon, their iniquities, and I will remember their sins no more. But so far as our experience
goes, you know, it goes from the first thing, forgiveness.

From forgiveness, we enter into the inward knowledge of God. Intuitive knowledge of God. And from the
intuitive knowledge of God, we enter into experiencing Him as the Spirit of the law of the Spirit of life.
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So probably for better understanding, we will start from the last point. God said, I will pardon their iniquity
and their sins will I remember no more. We all have committed sins.

We all have our iniquities. We all have missed the mark. We have all trespassed the boundary that God
has set for us.

Is there forgiveness? How can a just God forgive our sins? That is an age-long problem. How can a just
God ever forgive our sins? How can He be just and justify the sinners? These two things seem to oppose
each other. There is no way of solving it.

But God has a way to solve that. Not by sacrificing His justness, but by sending His Son to this world and
to die in our stead on the cross. And that's the reason why you find the first word that our Lord spoke on
the cross is Father, forgive them.

For they know not what they do. How can the Heavenly Father forgive the sins of the world? How can a
just God pardon our iniquity? It is based on the cross of Calvary. Because Christ offered Himself as a sin
offering for this world.

And God has accepted Him. Therefore, God is able to forgive our iniquity. Brothers and sisters, as we look
back, when we were under that heavy load of sin, there was no way out.

And yet, God opened our eyes to see that Christ has already borne in His body our sins and iniquities. He
who was sinless was made sin for us that we may become the righteousness of God. And when you
experience God's forgiveness, brothers and sisters, how can you forget that? He forgives all our sins.

And God not only forgives, He says, I will remember them no more. He forgets too. Think, God can forget.

How often we say, well, I should remember, why should I forget it? Well, God forgets too. What is covered
by the precious blood? What He has already forgiven, God will never dig them out and remember them
any more. It is gone forever.

Brothers and sisters, what grace that is! But, God does not say, I will forgive and forget your sins before
you believe in Christ. Now, after you have believed in Christ, you shouldn't sin. And if ever you sin, I will
not forgive, nor will I ever forget.

It doesn't say so. It just says, I will forgive and I will forget nevertheless. Oh, brothers and sisters, you
know that? Often times there is a kind of misunderstanding.

We think that all the sins that we have committed before we believe in the Lord Jesus, yes, when we come
to the Lord Jesus, we repent and believe in Him, He will forgive and forget. But, after we become a child,
children of God, oh, He will remember everything. He will not forget.

This is not true. God said, I will pardon their iniquities and I will remember their sins no more. It doesn't
matter whether you are a sinner or a saint.

But, if we repent, if we come to the Lord, He forgives and He forgets. This is not to encourage us to sin.
On the contrary, it is to encourage us not to sin.

Knowing that Christ has to pay such a price for us. When Christ died on the cross, He bore in His body all
our sins. Were you born at that time? Have you committed one single sin yet? No.
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But Christ has already borne His body all our sins. That includes everything. He forgives and He forgets.

Do not allow the enemy of God to come in and say, now look here, God does forgive all your sins of the
past, but God cannot forgive and forget. You see, you come in. You shouldn't.

You shouldn't. But if you do, then what will happen? So you find in 1 John 1.9 it is said, if we confess our
sins, God is faithful and righteous. He will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all our iniquities.

If we confess our sins. Now remember, this is the word spoken to believers. 1 John is written to believers,
not to the world.

It doesn't say if you believe, I will forgive. You have already believed. It just says if you confess.

Now there is no merit in confession, you know. Not because you confess, God forgives you. Now if you
confess, God will condemn you.

Right? When you go to the court and you confess, you are guilty. Well, you will be sentenced. Not
because there is any merit in confession.

Not at all. But why is it here, you find the word of God does not say if you believe. It only says if you
confess.

Why? Because you have already believed. You have already believed that Christ died on the cross for
your sins. Once for all.

Therefore you don't need to believe that fact anymore. You have already believed. All you need to do is
based upon your faith, in the perfect word of Christ, you confess yourself.

You tell the Lord you are sorry for it. You really repent. You do not hide it in your heart, but you confess.

And as you confess, repent before the Lord. The Bible says, God is righteous and He is faithful. Why? It
doesn't say God is merciful and gracious.

We will think that for our sins to be forgiven, God has to be merciful and gracious to do that. It is true. It is
the mercy and the grace of God to send His Son to this world to become a substitute for us.

That is graciousness. That is mercy. But after Christ has died on the cross, now it is no longer a matter of
mercy and grace.

Mercy and grace has already been given. It is now a matter of righteousness and faithfulness. If anyone
should come to the Lord as a sinner, repent and believe in the Lord.

If anyone should come to the Lord as a believer, confess his sin before the Lord. God is righteous to
what? He is faithful to what? To the new covenant. To the new covenant.

A new covenant has been established. And according to the new covenant, God said, I will forgive and I
will forget. So when we come to the Lord and confess, God is righteous and faithful to His covenant.

And because of that, God forgives and forgets. If God does not forgive and forget, what does it mean? It
means God is not righteous. He is not faithful.
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And God cannot be. He cannot be unrighteous. He cannot be unfaithful.

He is righteous and He is faithful to His covenant. Therefore, brothers and sisters, when we come to the
Lord, to the Father, through our Lord Jesus Christ, thank God, there is nothing that can stand in between.
All the barriers will go.

Do you believe that? Not quite. Not quite. What do we do? Oh, possibly, today, I haven't done too well.

And because of that, you know, I do not dare to come to God. I try to keep myself away from Him for a
while, shut myself in a room, and brood over my failure. I try to inflict some punishment on myself, do
some penance.

And after I have done enough, I say, now, God should have mercy upon me now. Now He should forgive
me. Then we go to Him with trembling and say, Lord, if, if, if.

Is that what we do? Do you think by doing that you are honoring God? You are being very godly and very
pious? Not at all. All the time God is waiting there and said, Where is my child? I want fellowship. Why
should He keep Himself away from me? I have made for provision for Him to come back.

The longer He keeps Himself away from me, the longer He suffers, and the longer I suffer. Why should it
be? I have a new covenant with Him. Why doesn't He come to me according to the new covenant? Oh,
brothers and sisters, where is your faith? Faith is based upon the new covenant.

The quicker you come back, the better. Not in any sense being light. Oh, no.

But if you only see what God has done for us in Christ Jesus, it makes all the difference. This is the first
thing. And remember, this is your covenant right.

This is the way that you come to God. The way is always open there. There is always pardon.

There is always forgiving and forgetting. Oftentimes God forgives, but we cannot forgive ourselves. God
forgets, but we cannot forget it.

And you know, if you do that, it hinders your progress in spiritual life. Because you will keep yourself away
from God instead of maintaining a close fellowship with God on the basis of the precious blood of our Lord
Jesus. That's honoring God.

Number two. In our new covenant relationship, God has not only promised that He will forgive and forget,
but God said, you do not need to tell your neighbor or your brother, know the Lord. Because everyone will
know me in himself from the least to the greatest of them.

Now think of the children of Israel. How can the children of Israel know God? They had to be taught. They
had to be instructed.

And that's why they needed priests. These priests were set apart to study the law. And then you
remember, when they had feasts, the set feasts together, especially during the Feast of the Tabernacle,
you remember? All the children of Israel would be gathered together in the open space.

The men and the women and the children who could understand. And they will all be there. And the priest
of Levi's, they will read from the book of the law and they will explain the law to them so that the people
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might understand.

In other words, if there is no one to teach them, how could they know God? Their only way of knowing God
is to be taught. To be instructed. In other words, their knowledge of God had to come from outside.

By gathering information. After you have gathered enough information, then you have sufficient knowledge
about it. And that was the way with the old covenant.

At one time, you remember, even the book of the law was lost. Nobody knew where the book was. And
when that happened, nobody knew God anymore.

And do you remember in the 18th year of Josiah, King Josiah, when they repaired the temple, they found
the book of the law. Oh, and what a time it was. They began to read the book.

They were greatly afflicted before the Lord. And how they made a covenant with God to serve God. In the
old covenant, everything depended on outward instruction.

There was no other way of knowing God. The Ten Commandments had to be written on stone. The Ten
Commandments had to be inscribed in books.

And if you cannot read, then you don't know it. You have to have it read to you. That was normal.

But with the new covenant, God said, no longer in that way. You don't need to teach your neighbor. You
don't need to teach your brothers.

They know the law. You don't need to do that. Why? Because every one of you know me.

How? In yourself. From the least among you to the greatest among you. In other words, the moment a
person is born to the family of God, not only his sins were all forgiven, but from that day onward, he knows
God.

Of course, here you'll find there are two different kinds of knowledge. In the Old Testament time, you teach
your neighbor and say, I know the Lord. The know there is the external knowledge gathered by
information.

It is objective. But you shall know me in yourself. The word know is an inward knowledge, an intuitive
knowledge, inborn knowledge, a direct knowledge.

It is not something that comes from outside. It is not something that is reduced or deduced by logic and
reasoning. It is a direct knowledge from God without human help.

How can it be? Dear brothers and sisters, when we come to the Lord Jesus, we have not only our sins
forgiven. Thank God for that. Oh, I know.

I know it. The day the Lord met me, I can still remember so many years ago, I came as a person way
down with the load of sin. And suddenly it rolled away.

I was set free. Oh, the joy, the peace. We know that.

But brothers and sisters, God has done something much more than that. Our spirit, that was dead in sins
and transgressions, no matter how much we searched, we could not find God. There was no contact.
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There was no communication. All we know were accumulated from outside, external knowledge. We know
about Him, but we never know Him.

We know He was there, but where? But dear brothers and sisters, when we come to the Lord and believe
in Him, something happens. He that is born of the Spirit is spirit. Here you'll find the Holy Spirit.

He not only convicts us of our sins, but He has regenerated our spirit. A spirit that was dead in sins and
transgressions is brought into new life. A new spirit.

And we know it is with our spirit that we have communion with God. It is with our spirit that we know God
intuitively, directly. Therefore, the moment you are saved, the Bible says, the Holy Spirit bears witness
with our spirit that we are children of God.

You cry out, Abba, Father. You know. You know.

You do not need anybody to tell you. You know. You know your Father.

You know God is your Father. You cry out for Father. He is no longer a God miles and distance away, but
He is here with you.

Oh, He is even in you and you are in Him. You know it. Our spirit is brought into life.

And one of the functions of the spirit is intuition. You just know directly. Whenever God wants you to know
something, His spirit just touches your intuitive faculty of your spirit.

And you know. And you know, this is not something very advanced. Oh, we will say, well, probably for
advanced Christians.

Certainly not for us beginners. But do you know when we read 1 John? 1 John. John said there are three
different kinds of people in the church.

Some are little children. Techno. Little children.

They. Some are young people. And some are fathers.

And you go, certainly that's the experience of the fathers. No. If you read 1 John chapter 2, you find John
is talking about little children.

He is not talking about the fathers, nor is he talking about the young men. He is talking about the young
children. He says, little children, don't you know? There is the anointing within you.

Don't you know there is the unction within you? Don't you know that the anointing will teach you in all
things? Don't you know that? You do not need anybody to teach you. Because the anointing within you will
teach you in all things. And whatever he teaches is true.

If you listen to the teaching of the anointing, you abide in Christ. It is for little children. From the least to the
greatest.

It is true. As you grow in the Lord, your intuitive power should be sharpened and increased. More exercise.
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But you'll find from the very first day you believe in the Lord Jesus, there the Lord gives you the intuitive
power in your new spirit to know Him directly. And that is the way God wants us to know Him. Very often
you'll find after a Christian is born again, he just knows that's all.

There is no reason. He has not yet read the whole Bible. We often say if you want to know, you have to
read the Bible.

That's true. See what the Bible says, what the Word of God says. But he has not read the Bible yet.

He's just starting. And with a Bible in his hand, he cannot even find a place. He does not even know how
to use a concordance yet.

But you know. You know. How sad it is.

We leave our teacher within and go around to ask the teachers without. And how we are confused. One
teacher will tell you one thing and another teacher will tell you another thing.

Now, who will you listen to? Thank God for these teachers. Although I'm afraid there are too many
teachers. But the anointing, the Holy Spirit, He is moving in our spirit.

And if we are quiet enough, and if we are in communion with God, you know. You just touch it and you
know. No reason.

You may not be able to explain it, but you just know. And this know is real know. You shall know the truth
and the truth shall set you free.

If you know the truth only mentally, it does not set you free. But when you know intuitively, it sets you free.
You just know.

Oh, brothers and sisters, oftentimes, you know, you just walk with the Lord. You don't need to be bothered
too much. The only thing is, commune with the Lord.

Walk with the Lord. And as you walk with the Lord, you know what will happen? When you are trying to go
somewhere or do certain things, somehow, the anointing is working within you. Sometimes it is a
restraining.

Sometimes it is a constraining. You know that. He's trying to teach you.

If only you can stop and listen. But oftentimes, not knowing, we just neglect it and we just go around and
try to inquire and you're lost. Knowing God is an inward thing.

It is knowing God intuitively. And of course, you make progress even so, you know. You make progress.

In the beginning, you know, maybe some little things, usually some awkward things, and later on maybe
something deeper, and then something still deeper. You know, your knowing God intuitively progresses.
That is true.

And yet, you have to know Him intuitively. We need to be very careful. If you really know God, do not try to
be too quick to be other people's teacher.
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Help to direct them to seek the Lord themselves. But why does God raise up teachers then? The Bible
says, you don't need to teach anyone anymore. So we don't need any teachers.

But God raised up teachers. He gave to the church teachers. Now why or what are they for? These
teachers are prophets.

They are not to direct our lives. They are just there to help to confirm or to correct. Not to direct.

Because we may be mistaken. We are new in this inward way of life. Therefore, God will raise up teachers
to confirm what He has already spoken to us in our spirit.

Or sometimes to correct. So be humble enough. You know? Crank not the spirit.

Despise not prophesying. We have to maintain a right balance before God. So in other words, you'll find
this is our covenant right.

Remember that. Oh, how often people say, I don't know the will of God. This is the hardest thing in the
whole world.

This is not true, brothers and sisters. To know the will of God is the easiest thing in the world. It gets
harder and harder.

That's true. But in the beginning, it's very easy. You understand me? The reason is in the beginning when
we are just a child, the moment we turn to the Lord, He speaks.

He does not wait. And He tells us in black and white. In clear voice.

But as you go on with the Lord, sometimes He will wait a while to test us. And sometimes even when He
speaks, it is not that clear. You know why? And sometimes does not speak at all.

He says, you guess. Laughter Not just wild guess, of course. In other words, God said, you ought to know
me now.

You don't need me to tell you. You ought to know. You ought to know me.

You should know my nature. What do I like? What do I not like? You should know it. You are no longer a
child.

That has to be told. You have grown up. You should understand.

Brothers and sisters, you know that? Therefore I will say, with young Christians, to know the will of God is
the easiest thing in the world. Oh, often times you find young people say, God tells me this, God tells me
that. It is true.

And the older you go, you cannot say that anymore. Well, I think this is what God wants. Not going
backwards, but going forward.

And you find all the time it is the inward knowing of God. Oh, brothers and sisters, remember, this is our
covenant relationship with God. It is always here.

It is already given. It is already provided. Why don't you go this way and use it? And then number three.
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God said, I will write my law in their inward parts. I will inscribe them upon their heart. And I will be their
God and they shall be my people.

I will put my law in their inward. Now, what are the inward parts? Here you'll find in Hebraism, you'll find
the way the Hebrews do is to repeat something in different ways. So here you say, I will put my law in their
inward parts and will write it in their heart.

In other words, the inward parts are the heart. Now, what is the heart? The heart is the inward part. Of
course, this is not speaking of this cardiac.

This is physical heart. This is speaking in a moral and spiritual sense. Just like our physical heart is so
essential to our whole being, so this moral or spiritual heart is very essential to our spiritual being.

Guard your heart above all things for out of it comes all the issues of life. What is heart? What is heart? So
the Bible tells us the heart is the inward parts. We have this outward body and within this outward body
there are the inward parts.

And within the inward parts there is the hidden part. The hidden part that David wrote in his psalm refers to
the spirit. But the inward parts refer to the heart.

And the heart includes these parts. Number one, conscience. Hebrews chapter 10.

Hebrews chapter 10. Verse 22. Let us approach with a true heart.

Heart here. In full assurance of faith, sprinkled as to our hearts from a wicked conscience. Sprinkled as to
our hearts from a wicked conscience.

So here you'll find conscience is part of the heart. To have our conscience sprinkled then your heart is
clear before God. And that is what you'll find in 1 John chapter 3. It says, If your heart condemns you then
God's heart is greater than yours.

And the heart there simply means conscience. The conscience of your heart. That is part of your heart.

Number two. The inward part includes also our emotion. Our emotion.

John chapter 14 verse 1. The Lord said, Let not your heart be troubled. Luke 24. The two disciples said,
When the Lord spoke to us does not our heart burn? In other words, in our heart there is emotion.

Emotion. Number three. In our heart there is our thought.

Our mind. In Matthew chapter 13 you'll find they understand with their heart. Mary pondered in her heart.

Number four. Our will. Hebrews 4.12. For the word of God is living and operative and sharper than any
tool and sword and penetrates into the division of soul and body, soul and spirit, both of joints and narrows
and the discerning of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

The will of the heart. Let not your heart be hardened. Hebrews.

So here you'll find our heart is the inward part of our being. That is the real I. It includes a part of our spirit,
the conscience, and includes all the other parts of our soul. It represents me in a very real way.
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And therefore the heart is very important. It is the key to spiritual life. And God said, I will put my law in
their heart, in their inward parts.

And the law here is singular in number. Only one law. But when you come to Hebrews chapter 8, a
quotation, it becomes plural, laws.

In other words, so far as the law itself is concerned, there is only one law. But when it operates, it
becomes many laws. What is that one law that God has put in our inward parts? In our conscience, in our
soul, in our mind, in our will, in our emotion.

Now what is that law? And you'll find in Romans 8, it is the law of the spirit. God does not give us a
hundred, a thousand and one laws. No more.

God just put one law in our heart. The law of the spirit of life. His life is the law.

His spirit is the law. And as we live by His life, and as His spirit operates in us, we not only know what God
wants, but we have the power. You know, a law is a nature of a thing.

That's a law. But the law is not only the nature of a thing, but the law is also the power of that. So here
you'll find, we not only know God intuitively, but the life of Christ in us is our law.

The spirit of life is our law. And as we are led by the spirit, we are sons of God. We cannot do it, but the
law of the spirit of life is God's power.

The law of the spirit of life sets us free from the law of sin and of death. It is His life. It is His spirit.

It is His law. It is His power. So God said, I will be their God, and they shall be.

In putting His law in our heart, in giving us the law of the spirit of life, God is to be our God. In other words,
God is our power. God is the power of our life.

He Himself in us is that power. There is nothing He cannot do. If you follow the law of the spirit of life, you
not only know it right, but you do it right, because He is doing it in you.

And God said, I will be your God, and because I am your God, you are my people. He undertakes it all.
That is what Paul means.

I can do all things through Him who empowers me. It is not I, but Christ who is the life, the power of life. So
dear brothers and sisters, here you will find three precious things in the new covenant.

Forgiveness of sin, human knowledge of God, and the power of life. Do you need anything more? God has
provided all for us. Now let us live in that new covenant.

Do not go back to the old covenant, struggling, condemning, penalizing, but let us rest in the Lord, believe
in Him, trust in His power of resurrection life. And this is the way that God has covenanted with us. Shall
we pray? Our Heavenly Father, we do praise and thank You.

Thou has made a new covenant with us, a better covenant. Oh, how we praise and thank You. It is
already established, sealed by the blood of our Lord Jesus.
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Lord teach us how to take the covenant and live accordingly. Oh, Thou has made every provision. Lord
teach us how to use our privilege and our rights, that we may be unto the praise of Thy glory.

As Thy words say, Thou has given us life and godliness. Everything has been given. Work it out, O Lord,
in each of our lives, and our lives together as Thy people.

We ask in the precious name of our Lord Jesus. Amen.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/1/SID1476.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/stephen-kaung/jeremiah-new-covenant/
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