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What God Has Entrusted to His Church, 1 of 3

by Stephen Kaung

The Church has been entrusted with the testimony of Jesus, which is an all-inclusive testimony that tells us who
Jesusis and what Jesusis.

Duration: 1:20:55
Scripture: 2 Timothy 1:8
Topics: "Church”

Description

In this sermon, the speaker emphasizes the importance of trust and faithfulness in the church. He
highlights that as the coming of the Lord approaches, believers have a special responsibility to bear the
testimony of Jesus and bring in His Kingdom. The speaker refers to Ephesians 1:22-23, which states that
God has made Jesus the head over all things to the church, and it is the church's responsibility to fulfill this
testimony. The speaker also emphasizes the faithfulness of Jesus, who fully entrusted Himself to God's
plan and declared the Father throughout His life, even unto death.

Transcript

Will you please turn to 2nd Timothy. 2nd Timothy, we'll begin with verse 8. Through verse 14. 2nd
Timothy, chapter 1, verse 8. Be not therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his
prisoner.

But suffer evil along with the glad tidings, according to the power of God, who has saved us and has called
us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was
given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages of time, but has been made manifest now by the appearing of
our Saviour Jesus Christ, who has anointed death and brought to light life and incorruptibility by the glad
tidings, to which | have been appointed a herald and apostle and teacher of the nations, for which cause
also | suffer these things. But | am not ashamed, for | know whom | have believed, and am persuaded that
he is able to keep for that day the deposit | have entrusted to him. Have an outline of sound words, which
words thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which are in Christ Jesus.

Let's have a word of prayer. Dear Lord, we want to thank thee for gathering us together unto thy name.
Wherever thy name is, there is thy presence.

We do realize that we are standing on holy ground. We will remove our shoes and take our place as thy
slaves before thee. We will open our hearts towards thee.
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And we will say to thee, Lord, what thou hast to say to us. Speak, thy servants heareth. We commit this
time into thy loving hands.

Trust thy Holy Spirit to give us the spirit of wisdom and revelation. That we may truly know thee. And to
know thee and the one whom thou hast sent is eternal life.

We give thee all the praise and glory in the name of our Lord Jesus. We do want to thank the Lord for
giving us such opportunity. We do realize that the end is coming.

We do not know whether there will be more time. And we do thank the Lord. He knows our need.

And he gathers us together in his presence to prepare us for meeting him. | believe, brothers and sisters,
we all know the theme of this conference. What God has entrusted to the Church.

Now this is taken from 2 Timothy 2, 2 Timothy 1, verses 12 to 14. And | was assigned to share with you,
dear brothers and sisters, verse 12. | know whom | have believed and am persuaded that he is able to
keep for that day the deposit | have entrusted to him.

I know whom | have believed and am persuaded that he is able to keep for that day the deposit | have
entrusted to him. At first glance, | thought this was not suitable for our theme. Because our theme is what
God has entrusted to the Church.

But here, Paul says, | have entrusted the deposit to God. But, brothers and sisters, a second thought. |
think this is very suitable for our theme.

For what can we entrust it to the Lord, which is not being entrusted to us first? So we do find that we have
to know what God has entrusted to us first. And then we will be able to entrust him. And there is another
thought.

| thought, well, this is a statement made by the Apostle Paul. Now, what has that to do with the Church?
But then again, on second thought, | feel that this is for the Church. Because the Apostle Paul himself
said, | am a heret and apostle and teacher of the nations.

He was called to be a preacher. He will preach to us what God has shown him. He will preach to us what
God has shown us.

He was a heret and apostle. And as an apostle, he was assigned to do a work. And that work is to build
the Church.

And then also he is a teacher of the nations. He must teach us how to build the Church. What is the
responsibility of the Church? So in every way we find that this is related to the Church.

| feel that it is a very timely thing. Because this is a very special time. As everything is changing, as the
coming of the Lord is approaching, we who are still here, we have a very special responsibility.

We are here to bear the testimony of Jesus. And we are here to bring in his kingdom. So we have a very
serious responsibility.

We need to know very clearly what God has entrusted to us. And we need to be faithful. When | was
considering this before the Lord, | hoped that | will be able to share with you brothers and sisters in a very
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simple way.

So when | thought of that word entrusted, | was thinking of this matter of trust. So what | would do is, if
God wills, that | will speak on the trust first. And then the second time, we will share on the trustee.

And if God wills, we will share together on this matter of trustworthiness. Now you know that in our time,
there is something that is very common and getting increasingly popular. And that is, people tend to make
a trust.

We will take all that we possess and put it into a trust. We want to be sure that everything will be taken
care of. If one day we are incapacitated, or whether we are diseased, and we want to know that everything
is well taken care of.

So we will consult a lawyer. And we will draw up a trust. We will put everything that we possess into that
trust.

And how it should be arranged and distributed. And most likely, the first trustee will be ourselves. Because
we trust ourselves more than anybody else.

But unfortunately, we know that one day we will be unable. Or we will not be here anymore. So we will find
someone whom we consider as trustworthy.

A man of worth. And we will appoint him as our trustee. When we are being unable, or whether we are
diseased, then this man will take care and arrange all our possessions.

He will not change our thought. But he will faithfully do what we have put down in the trust. This is the way
that modern man will do.

But the question is, does God need a trust? Our God is the eternal God. He is the same yesterday, today,
and forever. He will never die.

He lives forever. And he is ever faithful and ever trustworthy. So, so far as God himself is concerned, he
has no need to make a trust.

He is well able to take care of everything that he has. But strangely, we find that God seems to have the
habit of making trust. We wonder why.

As | meditated upon this matter, | couldn't find a real reason for God to make a trust. Because he is well
able to manage his affairs throughout eternity. And who is so worthy as he is? He is the most dependable
person to manage his own affairs.

But we find in the word of God that he seems to delight in making trust. He will like to put what he has into
the hands of man. For instance, in the very beginning, God created man.

He created man in his own image after his likeness. But after he created man, he gave man not only
responsibility in doing works. Man is to guard and to till.

But he also gave man dominion. Dominion over the fowls of the air, the animals in the land, and the fishes
of the sea. In other words, he put what he has in a certain way.
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He put some of what he has into the hands of man and asked man to manage for him. They are to rule
over the earth. They are to bring all things back to the feet of God.

They are to exercise authority for God. So you find that God seems to delight in doing such things. And
sometimes | wonder why.

There is only one reason | can think of. And that is because God is trustworthy. Because he is faithful.
This is his character. And somehow he will extend that character to man. Because he trusts in himself.

And he is perfectly trustworthy. Therefore, he puts trust in man. Hoping that man will be as trustworthy as
he is.

You remember in Mark chapter 11, our Lord Jesus, how he cursed that fig tree. And the fig tree dried up.
The disciples were amazed at that.

And our Lord Jesus said, Have faith in God. In the original, it is have the faith of God. God is full of faith.

And he wants us to have faith just as he has faith. He likes to extend his own character into man. And |
think probably that is the reason why God makes trust.

And he even trusts man. Hoping that man will be trustworthy to him. Not only in the beginning of human
history.

He trusts Adam. To rule over the ruin of the earth. And to bring all things back to God's feet.

But as we read on. We will find that when man began to multiply. And how they rebel against God.
And during that time. People are worshipping idols. Worshipping many gods.

And they left the one true God. So we find that God reacted. The God of glory appeared to Abraham.
And because of his appearance. Abraham by faith. Believed and followed God.

And out of Abraham. We find the nation of Israel. Now you find in the Old Testament.

How God sent Moses to Egypt. To deliver the children of Israel out of bondage. And he brought them unto
himself.

He led them to Mount Sinai. And there he gave them the Ten Commandments. If they should keep the
Ten Commandments.

They will be his people. And he will be their God. Now brothers and sisters.

We know that the Ten Commandments. The first four commandments. Are related to God's holiness.
He is the only true God. And aside of him there is no God. He is holy.

All together separated. He is all by himself. That's what holiness really means.

And how there should not be any image made. And there should not make his name idly. And there
should be the keeping of the Sabbath.
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That is to say to trust in the work of God. God has done it all. And we just rest in him.

So the four commandments are pertaining to God's holiness. They express the holiness of God. And the
last six commandments.

Represents God's righteousness. Because God is righteous. He does everything right.

And he wants us to be right in all things. So in other words. You find that God with the Ten
Commandments.

Made a covenant with the children of Israel. To put it another way. When the whole world was in idol
worship.

God raised up the nation of Israel. Commit his name to that people. That his holiness and his
righteousness might be known to the world.

To put it in another way. God has entrusted himself to the nation of Israel. It is a trust.

But unfortunately. We find the children of Israel. Eventually they departed from God.

They found before God untrustworthy. But that does not change God. God is still faithful and trustworthy.
So we find in the fullness of time. God sent his son into this world. Born of a woman and born under law.

That he may redeem us from the curse of law. And that way we may receive sonship. So brothers and
sisters.

When God reacts. You find that he reacts. In not only a positive way.

But an increased way. When he sent his son into this world. He entrusted himself.

Fully to his son. And when his son was on the earth. He was to declare the father.

Put it in another way. As you see the son. You see the father.

Our Lord Jesus. Is faithful to the trust. Throughout his life.

It is the father. Before him. He came to glorify the father.

He came to do the work of the father. He came to declare the father. Everything was the father.

And he even died for the glory of the father. He is the one. Who has proved himself.

Trustworthy to the trust to him. But then we find our Lord Jesus. How he died and raised from the dead.

And then after appearing to his disciples for forty days. He ascended up on high. And he was anointed as
Lord and Christ.

And on the day of Pentecost. The Holy Spirit came down. And unite the hundred and twenty believers.
Into one body. Under one head. And that is the beginning of the church.

And on that day. Our head. Our Lord Jesus.
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Committed himself. To the church. As God.

Had not withheld anything. But trusted him. All of his.

Into his son. So our Lord Jesus. As the head.

And trusted. To the church's body. All of himself.

It is a complete. And perfect. Trust.

And this. Has been entrusted. To the church.

So brothers and sisters. We were alive to see. What has God.
Entrusted. To the church. When you read.

Second Timothy. Chapter one. Verse eight.

Be not therefore. Ashamed. Of the testimony.

Of our Lord. Here you find. The testimony.

Of the Lord. To me | feel. This represents.

The trust. That has been entrusted. To the church.

Our brother Lance. Mentioned last night. He said that.

In the book of Revelation. You find the phrase. The testimony of Jesus.
The testimony of Jesus Christ. Is mentioned. A number of times.
Why is it so? Because the testimony. Of Jesus. Is the very thing.
That God has entrusted. Himself. To the church.

What is. The testimony. Of Jesus.

We find that the apostle John. He was exiled. To the.

Isle of Patmos. For the word of God. And for the testimony.

Of Jesus. Throughout the centuries. In the church.

We find the testimony. Of Jesus. And we find people.

Who are faithful. To their testimony. Dear brothers and sisters.

| often feel. That we do not really. Realize.

What God has entrusted. To us. We find that.

God has entrusted. Christ. Himself.
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To us. And when he entrusted. Christ to us.

He entrusted himself. All to us. We do not realize.

What a trust. That is. What is.

The testimony. Of Jesus. The whole bible.

Is the testimony. Of Jesus. You remember.

Our Lord Jesus. Said himself. He searched.

The scripture. You think there is. Eternal life in it.

But you do not. Come to me. To receive life.

You also remember. At the resurrection. Of our Lord Jesus.

How he. Conversed. With the two.

Disciples. To emails. And how he said.

In the book of Moses. And the songs. And the prophets.

They all speak of me. So in other words. You find that.

The testimony of Jesus. Is none other. But Christ.

Himself. | think. In order to know.

What is the testimony of Jesus. Probably. The simplest way.

If we turn to revelation. Chapter one. Revelation.

Chapter one. We find that in the first chapter. There is the vision.
Of our Lord Jesus. And then in verse. Seventeen.

And verse eighteen. And when | saw him. | fell at his feet as dead.
And he held his right hand. Upon me. Saying fear not.

| am the first and the last. And the living one. And | became dead.
And behold. | am living to the ages of ages. And have the keys.
Of death and of Hades. | saw him. And | fell at his feet as dead.
And he held his right hand. Upon me. Saying fear not.

| am the first and the last. And the living one. And | became dead.

And behold. | became living to the ages of ages. And have the keys of death and of Hades.

Sermonindex.net | Page 7



Now we know that the apostle John. He is the one. Who is nearest to our Lord Jesus.

He is among one of the first two who came to our Lord Jesus, and among the twelve apostles he was the
last one who passed away. He was the one whom Jesus loved, and he was the one who lay upon the
breast of our Lord and asked him. In other words, he was most intimate to the Lord.

We may almost say that there was no one who knew the Lord as much as the Apostle John. And yet, in
this Patmos vision, he saw the glory of the Lord as the high priest of the Church. And you find he fell down
at his feet as dead.

In other words, his knowledge of the Lord Jesus while the Lord was on earth was full. But the Lord in
heaven, that knowledge he was to receive. So dear brothers and sisters, oftentimes we think that we know
the Lord Jesus.

Have we not believed in him as our Savior? Have we not believed in his cross? Have we not experienced
him as our Comforter? But brothers and sisters, our knowledge of our Lord Jesus is always limited. No
matter how much you know of the Lord Jesus, there is always much more to know about him. He is the
Infinite One.

Now who is able to know God, all of God? Even in eternity, we are continuing knowing Christ. But brothers
and sisters, in the Word of God, he has revealed so much to us. And what we have really understood are
very limited.

And it is the will of God that we should know him and know him and know him. So the testimony of Jesus
is an all-inclusive testimony. It tells us who Jesus is and what Jesus is.

And here you find a very simple statement. And it is spoken by our Lord himself. Now who is Jesus Christ?
He said, | am the first and the last.

This is what our Lord Jesus is. He is the first. In other words, he is the beginning.
He is the Alpha. Everything begins with him. Whatever does not begin with him is not of God.

He is the first. He has the first place in all things. And dear brothers and sisters, do we know him as the
first? And the first in the Scripture does not mean that first, second, third, and so on.

The first in the Scripture means he is all. And do we know him as the first? Do we let him be the first in our
life? Do we put him among Moses and Elijah? Do you remember the scene on the Mount of
Transfiguration? How Peter blurted out and said, it is so good to be here. Let us make three tabernacles.

One for you, one for Moses, one for Elijah. And immediately the glory cloud of God passed over. And
everything disappeared.

They see Jesus only. And the voice said, this is my beloved son here. In other words, you cannot put
Christ among other people.

Because it is the will of God that he is the first. He has the preeminence among all things. And everything
must begin with him.

Now this is not just a theory. This is a truth. And this is something that God wants us to know.
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That we realize that Jesus is the first. That everything in our lives must begin with him. And he must be
firstin our life.

Our God is a jealous God. He will not allow us to have anything to be equal with Christ. And this matter of
the first applies to many things.

And this is the testimony that has entrusted to the church. Because in the church, Christ is the beginning.
Everything must come from Christ.

And in the church, Christ is the beginning. In the church, Christ is incomparable. He is our all and in all.

So you find Ephesians chapter 1, verses 22 and 23. God has made him head over all things. To the
church, which is his body.

The fullness of him who fills all and in all. And this is the testimony of Jesus. And this is entrusted to the
church.

And then he said, I'm the last. In other words, he is the ending. He is the goal.

Everything sums up in him. And everything will give glory to him. If our aim, our end, does not end with
Christ.

Whether our life or our service. All these are vanity of vanity. Because it is the will of God that all things will
be ended in Christ.

To sum up in Christ. Brothers and sisters, what a testimony that is. One day everything will speak of
Christ.

Because this is the will of God. So he said, I'm the first and the last. This is my place in the church.
And then he said, | am the living one. Now this speaks of what he is. Our Lord Jesus is the living one.
He is life. He is resurrection and the life. That is what he is.

We know of what he does. But we often times do not know what he is. He is life.

He is not only the origin of life. He is the giver of life. And anything that is related to him must be life.
Whatever is the life is not of him. Because he is the living one. Therefore he is over all things.

So brothers and sisters, what we need to know about Christ. That is to know him as the living one. To
know his life.

To allow his life to control us. To allow his life to be our life. And this is the testimony of Jesus.
And then it is said, And | became dead. Now that refers to his work. He is life.

But this life has gone into death. In order to rob death of his power. And comes out in victory.
Dear brothers and sisters. We do thank the Lord. That he came into this world.

And he was dead. But he came out of the tomb. He is the victorious one.
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We should experience him as such. And behold, | am living to the ages of ages. In other words, Life has
overcome death.

He is the resurrection and the life. And this is what we need to know him. When you read Philippians
chapter 3. The passion of the apostle Paul is to know him.

And how to know him? To know the power of his resurrection. This is to know him. And behold, | am living
to the ages of ages.

And have the keys of death and of Hades. In other words, He has overcome. The keys are in his hand.
He can shut it off. He can open it. Brothers and sisters.

And this is the testimony of Jesus. And this is What has been entrusted to the church. And the church Is to
bear this testimony.

Then again we find In 2 Timothy chapter 1. And in verse 8. But suffer evil along With the glad tidings
According to the power of God. Here you find another term. Glad tidings.

So what has been entrusted To the church? God has entrusted To the church The glad tidings. Brothers
and sisters. We often think Of what the glad tidings is.

We think of the glad tidings As How our Lord Jesus Did the work of redemption. How his blood Was shed
for the remission of our sins. How his flesh Was given to us That we may receive life.

And thus We are saved. This is glad tidings to us. There is Nothing More glad Than this tidings.

We who were dead In sins and transgressions And now Christ has come To save us. We are thankful for
that. And we feel this is our great commission.

And we are to preach this gospel To the whole world. Brothers and sisters. This is what we consider As
the glad tidings.

But when you read the scriptures You find the glad tidings That have been entrusted To the church Is
much more than that. We consider The effect of the glad tidings To our lives. But The glad tidings is
something Much bigger.

Because when you read The book of Romans You find in the book of Romans Chapter one He said Paul,
The born man of Jesus Christ Had called apostles Separated to God's glad tidings. And then In my version
We have parenthesis. Which has been before Promised by the prophets In holy writings.

End of parenthesis. And then it says Concerning his son And again in parenthesis Come of David's seed
According to flesh Mark our son of God in power According to the spirit Of holiness By resurrection of the
dead End of parenthesis. And then it follows With Jesus Christ our Lord.

So in other words God's glad tidings What is God's glad tidings? Concerning his son Jesus Christ our
Lord. So the glad tidings Is Christ Himself. The glad tidings Includes much more Than Initial salvation.

We see the glad tidings Of the effect Of it In our lives. That it saves us. Therefore it is glad tidings To us.
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But the glad tidings Itself Is Christ himself. He is much bigger Than what His effect Upon us. So the
scripture Speaks of the glad tidings As the mystery of glad tidings.

If you read Ephesians chapter 6 You find that the apostle Paul The apostle Paul says In verse 19 Chapter
6 verse 19 And for me In order that utterance May be given to me In the opening of a mouth To make
known with boldness The mystery of the glad tidings. The glad tidings is a mystery. The whole book of
Ephesians Speaks of the mystery Of the glad tidings.

And we know That Ephesians Includes much more Than initial salvation. So in Colossians He said the
glory Of the mystery Among the nations Which is Christ in you The hope of glory. So the glad tidings Is
Christ himself.

The emphasis Is on the person of Christ. Instead of The effect upon us. Of course You cannot separate
These two things.

But the emphasis Is on Christ himself. This will deliver us From being self-centered To Christ-centered.
And this is the testimony That has been entrusted To the Church.

Because the Church Does not preach about Himself. It will not Preach about himself. The Church will
preach Christ.

It is Christ That should be Seen and heard. And it is not the Church That at the forefront. So brothers and
sisters We are entrusted With the glad tidings.

We oftentimes Think of Matthew 28 The Great Commission. And we think of The Great Commission As
preaching to the nations That they may be saved. But the Great Commission Says go to the nations And
be the disciples Of all nations.

In other words It is not self-centered It is Christ-centered. It is not that we got saved. It is that Christ Be
exalted.

We be his disciples. We follow him. We are transformed And conformed to his image.

This is the glad tidings. So Christ may Be all and in all. And then thirdly We find that Which is entrusted to
the Church Is the faith.

We remember in The letter of Jude Verse three Beloved Using all diligence To write to you Of our
common salvation | have been obliged To write to you exhorting you To contain earnestly For the faith
Once delivered to the saints. Here you find Contained earnestly For the faith once delivered To the saints.
And the word Contained earnestly Actually is Agonizing For the faith.

You know in Ephesians chapter four In verse five It said one faith. We who believe in the Lord Jesus We
should diligently Keep the unity Of the Spirit. And in the unity Of the Spirit There is one faith.

And the one faith here Refers to The fundamental faith Concerning our Lord Jesus. It refers to We believe
Jesus as the Christ The Son of the Living God. Because this faith Makes us Children of God.

And all who believe In Christ And the Son of God We are one In the Spirit. But then when you read on to
verse thirteen Paul said until we all arrive At the unity Of the faith And the knowledge of the Son of God.
So here you find The faith.
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Not one faith But the faith. One faith we already have. The faith we ought to arrive at.

Now what is the faith? The faith includes All the truth That we find in the word of God. All the words of God
Constitute The faith. We believe In all the words The revelation of God.

And this is something We will all arrive at. Because today different people May have different
interpretations. They may interpret Differently of the scripture.

They all believe in the Lord Jesus. They all believe Jesus is Christ The Son of God. And yet they have
different ideas Different interpretations.

But one day We will all arrive at the deep faith. We will Know the word of God As the Spirit has taught. And
we will arrive at the knowledge Of the Son of God.

And the knowledge Is full knowledge. Experiential knowledge. Now today you experience Christ In one
way | may experience Christ differently.

But one day We will all arrive At the unity of the knowledge Of the Son of God. This is the time When the
church is fully grown. And dear brothers and sisters It is the faith That has been entrusted To the church.

And this is something That we have to pursue. This is something We have to fellowship with one another.
In order that one day We may arrive at the deep faith.

So to put it simply What has God Entrusted to the church? God has entrusted to the church The testimony
of Jesus. God has entrusted to the church The glad tidings. God has entrusted to the church The faith.

And this is our responsibility. So may the Lord Have mercy upon us. That we may know What has been
entrusted to us.

It is so much bigger Higher Greater Than we think. And how much we need to Pursue together. May the
Lord help us.

Let's have a word of prayer. Dear Lord, we want to thank Thee For Thy great love towards us. Thou has
loved us so much That Thou has entrusted Thyself to us.

In such a way That is far beyond That we even think of. We do want to thank Thee That | can trust us in
such a way. We do tremble before Thee Lest we fail Thee.

Only by Thy grace That we may be able To be faithful. Do pray that Thou will continue To enlarge our
horizon. Give us heavenly vision That we may really know Thee.

That we may be faithful to Thee. And it is all by Thy mercy We give Thee glory. In the name of our Lord
Jesus.

Amen.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/18/SID18336.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/stephen-kaung/what-god-has-entrusted-to-his-church-1-of-3/
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