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The Persistent Purpose of God - Part 1
by T. Austin-Sparks

Theonly real valueisthe spiritual, and spiritual valueisjust how it affects our life with God.

Duration: 44:53
Scripture: Genesis 2:9, John 3:3, Acts 8:30-31, 1 Corinthians 2:13-14, Revelation 22:1
Topics: "Purpose Of God"

Description

In this sermon, the speaker emphasizes the importance of spiritual life in understanding the Word of God.
They explain that our understanding of the Bible is directly related to our spiritual growth. The speaker also
highlights the significance of the final mention of a particular matter in the Bible, stating that it often holds
the key to understanding all that has been said about it before. They urge the listeners to seek spiritual
increase and to judge everything by its contribution to the ultimate purpose of God. The sermon concludes
with a suggestion to read the first three chapters of the Prophet Ezekiel for further study.

Transcript

We are going to occupy the first part of this morning with preparation for what we are going to consider
later. EEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEE And | want to speak now about some
principles of Biblical interpretation. aeesesssssEmEEEEEE |t is very important for us to be able to
know how the Bible is to be interpreted.

ssssnssnnnnn mmmmmmmm And this will be especially seen in what we have to consider later on.
EEssnEEEsnnnnn mmmmmmmmn Unless we do understand these principles of the interpretation of
the Bible, the Bible is not an open book. EEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEE We may know
what is in the book as a book.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEE But we do not understand it until we have the principles of
interpretation. EEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEE So | ask you to try and remember what | am
goingtosaynow. ammmmmmmmmmEEEEEE and bring it over into our later study.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEmmmmmmmm The first principle of the interpretation of the Bible is the
eternity of God. ammmssmmmmsmmmmmm \We must always remember that all time is present time with
God. smmmmEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE There is no past and future with God.
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eemmmmmmmmm Al that is past and future with us has been present with God always.
EEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEE At any moment in what is time to us, eternity is present with
God. smsEmEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEE The architect always has the completed plan before him.

EEssssssnEnEEnnmmnmnmnnnnn |f he is the designer of a ship, he has a model made of that
ship before anything is done. sEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE He sees in the model
the completed object. EnEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE That is exactly how the thing will
appear when it is finished.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEmmmEEEE [fitis a great building, or even a city, it is the same.
EEEEEEE BN EEEEEEE mmmEEmEm The architect draws what we call a scale model.
esmnnnnnnnnnmmmmmm And he sees in that model exactly how the building or the city will be when
it is finished.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEmsmmmnn The builder works day by day according to
that completed plan. sessEEsEEEEEEEEEEEEsnEnEnnE Those who only see the part cannot
understand and must not take the part as being the whole.
EEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN

EEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE Sometimes when you look at the top of a
building, you cannot for the life of you understand what it is going to be.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE |t s only as the
completed thing is seen that you can understand the part.
EEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEN The Bible is just full of parts.
EEEEEEEEE mmmEEmEEE Butthey are all the parts of something that God sees in completion.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEmEEEEE Godis the great architect. amsmmmmmmmmm He has the
completed and perfect plan before him, before he begins any work.
EEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER God's eternity is in every part.

EEEEEEN ENEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEE So we must realize that God has His full mind behind
everything that He does. EmmEEEEn Eeseeeeneneennennnnnnnn God's full intention governs
everything that He does. snsssesEEEEEEEEEEEEE SO0 we must realize that God's mind never
grows.

EEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEE mmmEm God Himselfis incapable of development. ammmmmmmmm Now
| think 1 would like to say at this point. sammssmss mmsmmmnn |f you do not understand anything that |
say, and would like something more said about it, just put up your hands.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEE EEEEEE | do not want to just go on and leave you not
understanding what | am saying. aeeeeEsss sessEssssssnnnn You will have an opportunity
in the second session tomorrow to ask questions. EEEEEEEEEES EEEEEEEEEEEEEE But | do
want to be sure that as we go on, you know what | am talking about.

EEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEE SO if you would like anything repeated, just put up
your hand and | will say it again. EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEE EEEEEEEE Now we continue.
mmmmmmE The temporary form of anything contains the eternal and true thought of God.
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EEEE EEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEE YOou must realize that there are always two meanings in
anything that is in the Bible. smmmssn snenmn susmmsmmnnn There is the present meaning.
emmmmmmmm Thatis, how that applies to the present situation.

EEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE But there is also the future meaning. Eammmmmmmmm Everything in
the Bible, while it has a present application, has a fuller meaning in the future.
EEEE EEEE EEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEE Thatis the first law of interpretation.

EEEEEEEEEEEEERE [tis the eternity of God. ammmmmmmmmm The second law of interpretation is
the comprehensiveness of Christ. asssssssss sesssnssnnnn Christ is the interpretation of all
the Bible.

eemsmsmsmeEnEE To know Christ is to understand the Bible. ammss smmmmmmm Men like Peter
and Paul knew the Bible. smmmesssn smmmmmmmn But they did not understand it until they knew
the Lord Jesus.

EEEEEEEEEEEEE EnEenEmmmmmmEmEnenE We first know the Lord Jesus. ammmemmmmmEm And
then we take him back into the Bible. smmmmmmmmmmmmm And he is the interpretation of the Bible.

semmmmmmnm Therefore we cannot really understand the Bible until we know the Lord Jesus.
EEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEE That results in this, that the Bible is really a person and
Not a boOk. EEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE The Bible is a living person and not a dead
letter.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE Because this person is inexhaustible, he makes the Bible inexhaustible.
EEEEEsEEEn memmmmmmmmmmmmm Now that is a more important principle that | have to realize.
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE |tis possible to exhaust the Bible as a book.

emmmmmnnmnn \We have known great Bible teachers. ammsmsmmmm s mmmmm \Who went through the
Bible teaching it again and again. sammssssmmmmmERE But at the end of their lives, they were having
difficulty in finding something fresh.

EEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE And they were only repeating again and
again things that they had said in past years. sanEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEE That is because
they dealt with the Bible as abook. s esssssssssmmmmmE® That will never happen if you know
the Lord Jesus.

EEEEsEEEEE mmEmEmEEmEEE And see the Bible in him and him in the Bible.
EEEEEEEEEEEE EEmmEEmmmmE | repeat that the Lord Jesus can never be exhausted.
EEEEEEE EEEEEEEEE EEEEE EEEEEE As the Holy Spirit reveals the Lord Jesus to us, the Bible
is always more alive.

EEEEEEEEN EEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEE So we have our first two principles of interpretation.
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEER EEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEE
EEEEEEEEEEN SEEN SEEEESEEEN EEESN SENESEEEEEN EESEEEEN EEEEEEEEEE
But | think we might just look at them again now. ammsmmmmmmmmm First letter to the Corinthians.

mmmmmE, Chapter 2, mmm, And verse 13, mmm, Which things also we speak, not in words which man's
wisdom teaches, but which the spirit teaches, combining spiritual things with spiritual words. Now, | don't
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know whether you have marginal references in your Bible. Well, the more correct translation of those
words is this.

Interpreting spiritual things to spiritual men. Let us read the whole passage again in that way. Which things
also we speak, not in words which man's wisdom teaches, but which the spirit teaches, interpreting
spiritual things to spiritual men.

Well, that's a very important statement. ammmmsmmmmm And it definitely affirms the principle that we
are now setting forth. assssssssssmmmEEE The interpreter of the Bible is the Holy Spirit.

EEEEEN EEEEN First of all then, the Bible is the Holy Spirits book.
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE The Bible is not firstly man's book. s seeeeeeeeemmmEm |t iS
not our book.

emmmmmEEEE \We have not got the book. ammmmmmmmmmE We have got certain writings which are
called scriptures. sneEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE Butin truth, we do not possess the book.

EEEE EEEEEEEEEEEN You remember the —case of the  Ethiopian  Eunuch?
enmnnnnmmmmmmmm? When Phileas came near to his chariot, he heard him reading.
EPhilcasasneesn EeEEEEEEEEEEEE He was reading the book at Isaiah 53. sEEEEEEEEEEE
Phileas said to him, understand this thou art thou reader? Phileas said to him, s s EessEEEE? He
said, how can | except someone explain? s seemssn mmmmmn? Well, here is a man who had the
book in a certain sense.

EEEEEE EEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEE Butin areal and profitable sense, he did not possess the book.
EEEEEEEEEEEn memmmmmmEm \We can have the book as a value. EEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEN
And yet we may not possess the book.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN Because the Bible is the Holy Spirits book first.
esmmmmmmmmmmmmmm The mind of man and the mind of the Spirit are two altogether different things.
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE YOu know, there are many many Christians who do not recognize
that.

EEEEEEEEEEEEmEEEE There are many Bible teachers who do not recognize that.
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN And this is the cause of very much confusion.
EsEssEEEEmEmmmmmmEE And the reason for very much spiritual smallness and weakness.

Esssssnsennnm mmmmmmm | think this may lie at the bottom of most of the controversy.
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEmmmmmEm The Bible is a closed book to all but spiritual man.
EEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEmmmmmEE Thisis the principle that the Lord Jesus said before Nicodemus.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE YOu must be born from above before you can see what is above.
esssssnn memmmmmmnn Our measure of understanding of the Bible will be just in accordance with
the measure of our spiritual life. EsEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE That is why the Lord takes
us through experiences in order to bring us to understanding.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEE The measure of our depth to the natural mind
will be the measure of our understanding of the things of the spirit. EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN
EEmmEnEEmmmmmmmmmmm Please remember that in these days which are before us.
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EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE Something has got to happen in us before we understand the
scriptures.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEn smmmmmmmmn \We cannot understand the word of God by just deciding that we
are going to have a training course. nEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEER We are going to have
some classes for Bible teaching. amsssEssssEss seEEEEEER That is not the way in which we
come to understanding of the word of God.

Ennssssnnnssnnmmmmmnm \We shall only understand according to the measure of our spiritual
life. smmmeeennennnennnmmmnnnm That is the third principle of Biblical interpretation.
EEEEEsssmmmmEEE Now number four.

emmmmmmmm The final mention of any particular matter in the Bible is usually a key to all its meaning.
EEEEEEEEEEE EENEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE That is something that you must just think
about. smmmmmmmmmmmmmm We find certain things mentioned again and again in the Bible.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE But when we come to the final occasion where that thing is mentioned.
essssnnnnnnmnmmmmnnm We usually find the key to all that has been said about that matter
before. sNEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE sEEEEEEEEnnnnnnnnn [f you take a particular matter.

sssnmmmmmmmnm Where it is mentioned for the last time. sammmmmmmmmm And then note the
setting and the context and the relationship. EEEEEEEEEs sesEs smsEEEE You will get the full
meaning of all that has been said about that before.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE Now that is a statement that | have made. EEEEEEEEEEEE N
You need toworkonthat. smmssmmmmsmmmmmm But | will help you by taking just one illustration.

EEEEEEEEEEEEmEE 0 the last chapter of the Bible ammmmmmmm Revelation 22 sesssssEm
And verse 2 mmm We have the last reference to the Tree of Life semmmss sessssenmmsn Now
when we go right back to the beginning of the Bible smmmsmmmmmmmm We have the Tree of Life
mentioned But we are told nothing about it EEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEENE |tis just
referred to as something that exists EnmEEEEEEEs emmsEEEEEEE We have no explanation
eemmmmmEm We are not told what that tree is snmmeeesnnnnnn smnmnm Or what it means
EEEEEEEEE mEEEEEE |tiS just referred to as the Tree of Life ammmsssnn sesennnnnm \We
have to go to the end of the Bible For the explanation sssssmsss smmmmm And when we come to
this last chapter of the Bible smmmmsmmmmmmmm By the context and relationship We have a very large

explanation EEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEE Supposing we look at the passage
EsmmmmmEEE Revelation 22 emmmmmm And he shows me a river of water of life Bright as crystal
Proceeding out of the throne of God And of the Lamb s s EESEEESE EEEEEEN EEEEEN EEEEN
esssEEEEEEE Note the context ammmmmmm The throne of God and of the Lamb sssssEEE®E
You've got to read the whole book of the Revelation To understand that s EEs SEEEEEEEEEEEEN
There's a tremendous amount In the early chapters of this book About the throne of God and of the Lamb
EEEEEEEEE EEEEEE EmmmEEEEE And you have to understand What the throne of God is
essnnn nmmmmmmmmmmn And what is the significance Of the throne of the Lamb smssmmmm
EEEEEEEEEEEE |nthe midst of the throne is a Lamb smmsssss mmmmm Now in relation to the
throne of God and
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of the Lamb There is the river of water life EEEEEES EEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEE |n the midst
of the street thereof And on this side of the river And on that side Was the tree of life amEE EEEEEEE®
mmmm Bearing twelve manner of fruit Yielding its fruit every month And the leaves of the tree Were for the
healing of the nation smEEEs mmmmss smmm mmmmmEm And there shall be no curse anymore
mmmmmmm And the throne of God and of the Lamb Shall be therein And his servants shall serve him
EEEEEEEEEEnE mmmmmmmmm There is the tree of lfe smmmmmmm |t bears immortal fruit
emmmmmmmmmmE There is no place for death here mmmmmmmmm Its fruits are born every month
emmmmmmmmmn This is fruit immortal or fruit without death eammmmmmmmmmm The leaves of this tree
Are for the health of the naton mmmm mmmmmm | am sorry

that in most versions The word is wrongly translated Emeeeeeesss sesennnnn | don't know what
the word is in your translaton smsssssmsmmmmm But the original is not for the healing of the nation
But for the health of the nation ssssEsEEEEE EmmEEEEEE You may ask what is the difference
esmmmnnm nmmmmmmm Well, one is the removal of disease And the other is the prevention of disease
EEEEEEEN EnEEEEEEEEE N this chapter we have come to the time When the spiritual diseases of
the nation have been healed EEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEE But the health of
the nation needs to be preserved smmEmmEEEEEEEE |t iS a state that is to be maintained
EssEEmEmEEEEEEE SO the leaves are not for healing They are for preservation EsEEEEEEEEEN
mmmmmm And so it says and there shallbe nomorecursec EaEEEEEEEEEEE

You see you've got the whole history of the Bible in those wordS s s s EEEESEEES EEEEEEEEEN YOU
have got all the shame on the nation through Adam's SN EEEEEEEEEEEs EEEEEEEEEE YOU have
corruption and death smmmmmmmm Moral discase ammmmmmm Theresultofacursc EnEEEEEEENR
All thatisnow cleared up smmmemmmmmmmmm And the tree of life represents victory of life over all that
Enmssssnmmmnmmmmnm life triumphant and life abundant smmmm msmmm mm Here the full
meaning of the tree of life is revealed sneeeesseeemsnEmEn And it is like that with all other
matters smmmemsmmmmmmnm \When you come to the last mention You have the key to the whole
Subject nEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEE That is the principle of the interpretation of the Bible
sssmmmmmmmnE Now | come to the last for the present essssssmmmmm Number

five ammmmmm The only real value is the spiritual EmmmssmmmE®E You must remember this when you
are reading and studying the Bible sssmssssssss smmsmmsns And you must keep this in mind In
these times in which we are together EnEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEE YOU must not come here just
with a thirst for more information sssssssssssssssnsnnnnn Or a craving for more knowledge
emmmmmmmm There are people who just want to get more and more knowledge and education
eemnnnnmmnnn mmmmmm And | think that is a particular characteristic of the people in the Far East
EmmmssEmmmmmEEm You will do anything to get education sssssssssssmmmmm You will go to
the other side of the world if you can get more and better education EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN
eesmmmmmmmEE Now that constitutes adanger ammmmmmmmm Of course it is better than

not wanting to know anything smsssssmmsEEEEEEEE But there is a danger about this
emmmmmmmmm We must not come to these classes with a craving for more knowledge
EENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE Thatis exactly how Adamwas caught EEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
You see Satan said if you take up this tree you wil know EEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN |
was the tree of knowledge smmmmsenm smmmmmmmEE And there is always a danger in eating of that
trec nammmmmmmmmmE |t Might just lead you into death and not into life seEEEEEsEEeeEEs SO |
repeat this principle of biblical interpretation ssesssssssssmmmm® The only real value is the spiritual
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eemmmmmmmmmEm And spiritual value is just how it affects our life with God
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEmmmmnn | do wish that Adam had recognized that smsssssssmmmm When
Satan tempted him to take up the

tree of knowledge smmssmmmmmmmmmnn |f only Adam had said How will this affect my life with God
EEEEEEEEEEN EEmmmmmmmmmmmmm He and we should have been saved all the trouble
ENEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEE SO et me say thisagainemmmmmmmmmm Spiritual value is just in
how it affects our life with God sEssEEEsssEs sesssssnmssnE Shall | put that in another way?
emmmmmEm Just how much it increases the measure of Christ ammssseesssnmmmnn |f Christ is
the interpretation of the Bible smmmmmmmmmmm The spiritual knowledge of the Bible Results in an
increase of ChrisSt EEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER If our days together now do not
result in an increase of the measure of Christ We have missed the way EEEEEEEEEEN
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEE YOUu may go away in two weeks time with your notebooks
very full

EEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEmmmEmmEE And you may have an idea that you have got a lot more
knowledge smmeEemnn semmnmEnmmmmmE But if we do not go away More Christ-like men and
women With a larger measure of the Lord Jesus This training course has failed So | beg of you to pray all
the way through That this time may mean spiritual increase EEEEEEEEEEES EEEEEEEEEN
sssnmmmmmmmmmm  Not intellectual enlargement But spiritual knowledge EEEEEEEEN
smmmmmmmmmmnE Everything has got to be judged By how much it contributes to the ultimate purpose
of God nmmsEEEns semsEEEmmEEEEE We have to ask where does this lead us to EEEEEE®E
EEEEEEEEEEEEE s it leading us anywhere? smmmmmmmmmmmmm What is it leading us to?
sennmmmmmmmmmm Al spiritual knowledge leads to an increase of Christ EEEEEEE
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE |t

contributes to the ultimate purpose of God ammsssemmmsmmmmE The question always is How much
of life is there in it? s EEEEEEEEEEEEEEN EEEEEEEEEEEE |t iS not a matter of interest
EmmEEEEEERE |tis not a matter of interest And the real value is the spiritual EEEEEEEEEE® In Our
second hour we shall take that over Into our special subject for study in these coming days
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEmmnnn smmEE Now you have a little over half an hour before we meet again
EssssEmEmmmmEmmmmEE May | suggest that if you can You will read some chapters ssssssmm
eemmmmmmmmmnm | would like you to read the first three chapters of the prophet Ezekiel
Emmmmmmmmmm You wil have to read them all at once in these coming days
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE Butit would be a help if you had refreshed your mind With what is in
those three

chapters nnmEEEEEEEEEEEEE snmmmmmmmmm So we will come back with that in half an hour
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/1/SID1735.mp3
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