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A Prepared Heart
by Teresa Conlon

Having a prepared heart means being ready to follow God's voice and obey His commands, which brings hope,

peace, and prosperity into our lives.

Duration: 52:54

Scripture: 2 Chronicles 12:14, Matthew 6:33

Topics: "Obedience"

Description

In this sermon, the preacher emphasizes the power of the word of God to bring hope and transformation to
broken hearts. He shares the story of a young man who, despite being surrounded by despair and
outnumbered, found light and understanding when he heard the word of the Lord. The preacher highlights
that the voice of God has the ability to bring peace, sanity, and a future to those who open their hearts to
it. He encourages the congregation to embrace the freedom and life that God offers, and to walk with the
Holy Spirit, trusting in His plan for their lives.

Transcript

This message is one of the Times Square Church Pulpit Series. It was recorded in the sanctuary of Times
Square Church in Manhattan, New York City. You are welcome to make additional cassettes of this
message for free distribution to friends.

However, for all other forms of reproduction or electronic transmission, existing copyright laws apply. I
believe that and I believe this afternoon he wants to do a miracle for us. He wants to do a miracle for us as
individuals and he wants to do a miracle for us as a church.

He wants to start moving in miracle working power in his body. And he's lovingly coming to us and he's
saying, I want you to face now where you need the miracle and I want you to believe me because I will be
God to you. And I'm going to trust him for that this afternoon.

If you're visiting with us and you've joined us for the first time, we say, Welcome to the miracle hour. I'm
sick of living the survival hour. I want the miracle hour.

And I see in his word that he promises that. I see in his word where he says, if you will believe me, I will do
exceedingly above and above anything you can know or ask. He says, I can even work beyond what you
can ask.
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I can work so far above what you think I am capable of. It's going to blow you away. And I think God is
looking for a people that are going to lay hold of him by faith and say, Jesus, be a miracle working God for
me.

And he's going to open our eyes. He's going to have our feet walking on water because this generation
needs that testimony. That there is a God.

He is real. He has a son. His name is Jesus.

And we walk as a free people because we've been cleansed by his blood. Our sin has been covered. And
because we're covered now, we have been forgiven.

And because we're forgiven, we're cleansed. And when we're cleansed, we walk free. And free people can
do things.

Free people can go places. Free people can speak things. And we begin to see with our eyes things we
could never see before because we've got spiritual eyes.

We've got a new set of eyes. Our eyes have been opened. So many times we'll go to a place and there is
like a hyped up preaching to work up the crowd.

But beloved, in our midst today, right now, there is a Holy Spirit moving and wooing and speaking. And
he's saying not just a big amen in the service, but he says, I want you to hit those streets and walk with
me. And walk with me because I'm going to take you places.

I'm going to show you things and you're going to call on me and I'm going to answer. Hallelujah.
Hallelujah.

Oh, thank you, Jesus, for that word, oh God. That you're going to be a miracle working God. Father God,
you know that we need you in that way today.

That's why, Lord, you're speaking and singing this word over us. Now, Lord, we pray that, Lord, you would
give us that gift of faith. That childlike faith.

That, Lord, we will just say, help me to believe you fully. That, Lord, we give to you, Lord, our heart. We
give to you, God, our concern.

We give our questions. But, Lord, we're not going to be ruled by them. But, Lord, you're going to come and
you're going to speak.

And your word will create the faith. And, Lord, we're going to glorify you by standing up in it and moving
forward in it. Lord, you are so now pleased, oh God, by our response of faith.

Lord, you're going to sustain it. You're going to maintain it. You're going to keep it alive in us, oh God.

And we thank you for that. Now, Jesus, be all that you need to be to us today. I ask you, Lord, that you be
our healer, our baptizer in fire and the Holy Ghost.

That you would be a miracle-working God in our hearts and minds and spirits and families. And that, Lord,
you would preach this word by the power of the Holy Spirit. Lord, we do not need to hear from men or
women.
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But, God, we need to hear from the Holy Ghost. For, Lord, then you can do something. Lord, you lift us up
into a realm and give us an understanding that we don't have unless the Holy Ghost come and teach it
and preach it.

So, Lord, we're believing you to do that today. And we'll thank you for it in Jesus' precious name. Amen
and amen.

I want to speak today about a prepared heart. A prepared heart. And if you would turn with me to 2
Corinthians, chapter 11.

There's, in the Old Testament, there's first kings and second kings. And then there's first chronicles and
second chronicles. I'm sorry, yes.

Oh, I need us to do second chronicles. Sorry. Second chronicles, chapter 11.

I have a bit of feedback here. And when I was doing my devotions recently, I came across a line of
scripture. And you don't need to turn there, but actually it's in second chronicles 12.

And it was talking about a king. And it said, And it was like that line stopped me. It was like a hook in my
heart.

And I felt like God was saying, read that again and read that again. And so I did. And it said, And he did
evil because he prepared not his heart to seek the Lord.

And I think that the Holy Spirit is beginning to unfold to me. That perhaps before this verse, if you had said
what would be the secret to walking a victorious life with the Lord, with Jesus Christ. I would say that you
seek Him with all your heart and love Him with all your heart.

God's saying, now I want to open up to you. I want to give you an understanding of something. Because
although that's right, that's not the fullest thing.

Because you see, people can seek me. People can seek me. They can want answers and explanations to
things.

And they will get answers and explanations to things in this word. And yet in their seeking of me, they still
don't have to believe me. They still don't have to follow me in it.

They still don't have to obey me in it. They can say, Lord, I've been seeking you and you've spoken to me.
And that is true.

But God says that those that will seek me, it means you're going to follow me. That means you're going to
be prepared when you come to seek me. You're going to be prepared when you seek me.

For when I speak to you, I'm going to ask you to do it. I'm going to look for a response. I'm going to look
into your heart to see if you've grasped it.

And if it's found a place in you and me. And that Lord say, yes, Lord, I want to move in that. I want to live in
that.

I rise up in it. Lord, I see what you're saying. But now, Lord, make it part of me.
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Make it part of my walk. Let me lay hold of it and believe it. Let me walk in the authority of it.

Let me walk, Lord, that I believe it, that it happens in my life. And the Lord was saying, we can hide so
much when we say we seek you. But this king, it said, did evil because he prepared not his heart to seek
the Lord.

And in 2 Corinthians, sorry, 2 Chronicles chapter 11. This king that it was referring to was Rehoboam. And
Rehoboam was the son of Solomon.

Rehoboam was a man who had moved into a kingdom that was now diminishing. He was receiving a
smaller inheritance. You see, the sin of his father and his father's folly had not just followed him to the
grave, but now was passing on to another generation.

And here was a young man that was given as an example in a lifestyle. Someone who at the end of his
days only gave lip service to the Lord, but his heart was far from God. And then the scripture says that
when he became king as a young man, he did folly, that he didn't listen to godly counsel.

And as a result, his kingdom was shrunk. Instead of ruling 12 tribes, he ruled 2. And now we have this
young man who is entering a kingdom that is shrinking. And what could have been passed on to him and
what should have been passed on to him was not.

And beloved, he reminds me so much of us when we come into the kingdom of God. You and I may have
said, Lord, you know, my life would have taken a far different course if I had been taught better. If I had
been given the discipline.

If somebody had been there for me. If I had received the education or the opportunities. God, I could have
been a different person if there had been a different beginning.

And now, because of my own folly and the mistakes that follow me, things, God, you know, I was so
ignorant of and things that I had no control of. God, I was just a product of the way I was raised and the
way I was taught and what I saw all around me. And now I grow up and what's before me is diminished
kingdom, reduced options.

I know I could have been better. I know I could have been something more. And I see this young man and
now he's got his options shrinking.

And the scripture tells us that he begins to gather the few that he has around him and he's going to go
fight for what he feels is his. He's going to start a civil war. He's going to take the few that are remaining.

And he's going to stand on the fact that he is the legitimate and true son of Solomon. And he's going to
fight. And whatever it costs those around him or whatever it costs him is of no concern to him.

He's going after what's his. But beloved, then the scripture says in 2 Chronicles chapter 2, it says, But the
word of the Lord came to Shemaiah, the man of God, saying, Speak unto Rehoboam, the son of Solomon,
king of Judah, and to all Israel and Judah and Benjamin, saying, Thus saith the Lord, Ye shall not go up
nor fight against your brethren. Return every man to his house, for this thing is done of me.

And the scripture says that they obeyed the words of the Lord and returned from going against Jeroboam
and the northern kingdom of Israel. Now, beloved, that is pretty amazing. That is pretty amazing
considering that that young man, you could just begin to feel in him, Something's been taken from me.
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I've experienced a loss here and it's mine. And I have come in and I've inherited something that I feel I
don't deserve. I feel that there's something happening in my life that I want to fight for because what is
happening to me shouldn't be happening.

And yet the scripture tells us when the word of God says, Don't go, don't fight. It's of me. He hears.

And beloved, I feel that there is such a picture of what our salvation is like. I feel it's when we come to a
point like Rehoboam with reduced options and there's a war in our heart. But because we have reduced
options and usually God in his love narrows it down to one of two.

We look down and be destroyed or we look up and find hope. And I believe that around him they could
sense if we march with this man, we go to our doom. We're vastly outnumbered.

But yet there was something in this young man when the word of the Lord came, it was able to fill him with
light and with hope. Beloved, that is how the gospel comes to broken hearts, to disappointed hearts, to
angry hearts. It comes in and it's a greater voice and it floods with light and understanding.

And it says that you don't have to live in a circle of regret and you don't have to live in a circle of blame.
You don't have to be always looking backwards trying to move forwards. It's like when God comes and it is
him speaking.

If our hearts open up, it is unexplainable. But it brings hope. It seems to bring a future.

It seems to bring a steady, it seems to bring some sanity. It brings some peace with it. The scripture
doesn't tell us why those young men laid down arms.

And I'll tell you, only the voice of God many times can get young men to lay those down. But the Bible says
that that is exactly what they did. And I believe that in hearing the voice of God, it was like, God, you're
with me? God, I thought I was going to have to fight this battle alone.

I thought you were moving against what my father stood for. I thought you were moving against what I
stood for. And I believe when the word of the Lord comes, it brings so much more than we're able to say.

But it does produce a change. And that young man laid it all down. And I believe that circle of blame and
regret began to be neutralized by the living word of God that pierces through to the heart of things, to the
soul and marrow of things where it is able to discern the thoughts and the intents of the heart.

And they're exposed. And they go, look what I am. And then God says, I love you.

I've got a future for you. I've got a plan for you. And it's so much better than your own.

And so this young man accepts in those around him. And that cycle of blame and regret ends. And new
beginnings flood into this young man's life.

New beginnings. And it's like God now says, now you have it, son. And now I want you to go forward in my
might.

I want you to go forward in my plan for your life. I want you to go forward because what I have for you far
out surpasses anything you can think for yourself. You thought your options were diminished.
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You thought you had a shrinking inheritance. You thought you were going to be gypped in this life. You
thought that you were going to lag behind.

But God was beginning to say, no, when I begin to speak to you, it brings hope in life because I create life
in you. I create what was not there before. And move forward with me.

Move forward with me. I'm going to renew you. I'm going to renew your mind.

I'll give you a new heart. You'll rule this kingdom as you were never able to before. And God did exactly
that.

And the Scripture says that in 2 Chronicles, it says that Rehoboam prospered. He listened to the voice of
the Lord and he obeyed it. Although at times it may not have made sense, he responded to that voice that
held such hope and promise in life.

And so he moves forward and the Scripture says he built cities and he built them strong. And in verse 13,
it says priests and Levites and those began to present themselves to him out of all the coasts of Israel.
And the Scripture then says that in verse 16, and after them, after the Levites and the priests, after them,
out of all the tribes of Israel, such as set their hearts to seek the Lord God of Israel came to Jerusalem to
sacrifice unto the Lord God of their fathers.

And verse 17 says, so they strengthened the kingdom of Judah and made Rehoboam the son of Solomon
strong three years. And we're seeing this young man who is beginning to move, carried by a power greater
than himself, moving forward. And there is like a light when we decide to set our heart to follow him,
beloved.

I don't know how he does it, but he makes those paths straight. What was a tangle, what was a mess,
what was incomprehensible to us begin to be made smooth and straight. And those that would have been
his enemies three years before, that would have taken up arms against him, now are beginning to flock to
him, are now beginning to gather around him.

And because his heart is open, he's attracting likes to the Lord, he's attracting like spirits, and there begins
to be a light and a power and a strength around him because they have set their hearts to seek God. God
is blessing, God is strengthening, God is prospering what this young man has set his hand to because his
heart was open to God. He's bringing those that have the same goals and the same mind, and this nation
is being strengthened in three short years.

What a confirmation and a blessing that God was saying to this young man, I am for you and I am with
you, that I can do in your life what you never thought possible. What you had set your hand to, you would
have ruined yourself and those around you. But I have another plan for you.

I am your father, I will be the father to you you've never had. I will be your wisdom, I will be your strength.
And that kingdom was moving that way.

The scripture says in the last line of verse 17, for three years they walked in the way of David and
Solomon. And in verse 23 it says, and he dealt wisely throughout his kingdom. But starting in chapter 12,
verse 1, it says that it came to pass when Rehoboam had established the kingdom and had strengthened
himself, he forsook the law of the Lord and all Israel with him.
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And here's this young man who can seem to deal so wisely. Why is that? So wise in the affairs of the
earth. So wise in the affairs of the world.

And yet, what should seem the most obvious of all, where your strength comes from, where the blessing
comes from, where the prosperity comes from, is hidden from your eyes. But that's what happened to him.
And the Bible says that after three years he forsook the law of the Lord.

After three years of prosperity, I think, who knows what he felt. Maybe I think I've got the hang of this ruling
thing, of ruling my life, guiding my life, I know what I want, I know where I need to go, I can take it from
here, Lord. Was it, you know, you've blessed me so much, now I know that you're with me, and it will
never change, and no fear of God in there? Whatever it was, God understood what fashioned this young
man's heart.

And God is still for him. God is still committed to him. God is still wanting a prosperous rulership for him.

But the Scripture tells us that in five years, so three years after turning from the law of the Lord, then he
went two years, and I know that the Holy Spirit was wooing him. I know that God was being faithful to turn
him. I know that that two years there were still those that had set their heart to seek the Lord in that
kingdom.

And they would be praying for him. They would sense the turn, they would know the shift. But he did not
turn.

And in the fifth year, the Bible says that it sent the king of Egypt against his nation. He sent a king's army
to come against him. And the Bible tells us, with twelve hundred chariots he came down, starting at verse
two, and it came to pass that in the fifth year, a king of Rehoboam, Shishak, king of Egypt, came up
against Jerusalem, because they had transgressed against the Lord, verse five.

Then came Shemiah the prophet to Rehoboam and to the princes of Judah, that were gathered together
to Jerusalem because of Shishak, and said unto them, Thus saith the Lord, Ye have forsaken me, and
therefore have I also left you in the hand of Shishak. Whereupon the princes of Israel and the king
humbled themselves, and they said, The Lord is righteous. And when the Lord saw that they humbled
themselves, the word of the Lord came to Shemiah saying, They have humbled themselves, therefore I
will not destroy them, but I will grant them some deliverance, and my wrath shall not be poured out upon
Jerusalem by the hand of Shishak.

Nevertheless they shall be his servants, that they may know my service. And here we see God moving his
hand because he loved this young man. And he's bringing an army against them.

And he's moved in this young man's life and it's been a real touch of God. And what happened is what
God knew would happen. That when he lifted up his head and saw the enemy come against him, the Bible
says he humbled himself and he said, The Lord is righteous.

And then the Bible says that God granted them some deliverance. And then the Bible said the whole
purpose is that when they're going for a season to be under the dominion of the prince of Egypt, and then
they're going to compare. And if they're able to, they're going to see what life is like being the servant of
the prince of Egypt as opposed to being my servant, the servant of the living God.
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And that was the purpose of the judgment. But beloved, I want to draw your attention to this point where it
says God granted some deliverance. You see, when God grants some deliverance, that's a wake-up call.

If God is granting some deliverance in your life and in mine, that is God trying to get our full attention.
Because if we know anything about the living God, is that he is for all and above total deliverance. He gets
no pleasure in seeing saved crippled, spiritually speaking.

He gets no pleasure and he gets no honor seeing a people bound by sin and praising God. He says there
is a testimony in the earth and I seek it and I look for it. And it's those that will honor me in the hour of
temptation.

It will be those that will say, God, I have a partial deliverance, but you're not the God of partial deliverance.
And Lord, whatever it takes, the path you have to lead me on, I say lead me on it because you are a God
of a full deliverance. You are a God of a full deliverance.

And so here's these people and they are in a some deliverance. And it's a wake-up call. It's designed to
drive up the unbelief.

It's designed to drive up what was animating that young man. It was designed so that it would produce a
heart cry in him. And it's designed to do the same for us.

But beloved, I'll tell you something. The kingdom of God does not go forward on explanation. The kingdom
of God does not go forward when we understand it all.

But the kingdom of God goes forward when we can lay hold and say, God, whatever comes my way, I say
that your word will produce deliverance and freedom and life in me. And I hang on to that and I believe that
till I see it. I say, oh God, that you see me and you know the partial deliverance I'm in.

But God, I'm believing you for the full one because it honors you. Because that's your heart for me. That
you would prosper me.

That all around people could see that the change you bring in a life that trusts you. Beloved, our testimony
is the change in us. The testimony in us, there's a difference.

The testimony is what was behind and before is being broken, is being changed. And we are brought into
freedom. And if we will settle for partial deliverance, we are on very dangerous ground.

And this man settled for partial deliverance. He settled for some deliverance. And it is so dangerous
because it will breed contempt and unbelief.

Partial deliverance. If we will not say, God, let it be the wake-up call to me. To stir my heart.

So that, Lord, I may have a prepared heart when I seek you. If in a partial deliverance I begin to cry out to
you and say, God, show me what it is. He will show, but what will we do? If he will show us and then we
say, now I know and we do nothing.

We're responsible for what we know. Beloved, we need a prepared heart. A heart that says, God, what
you'll show me I'm prepared to do.
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We need a prepared heart. That means established. It means believing, God, that you say you have
purpose in your heart.

Total deliverance from me. That, God, you are righteous. And that you rule over my life with love and
order.

You see, this young man, Rehoboam. His initial response was good. They humbled themselves when that
king, that enemy came to oppress them.

And he said, the Lord is righteous. And he probably felt at that moment, that's the greatest truth he knew. I
did something wrong.

And God is righteous in chastising me. But, beloved, he needed to take that truth. He needed to take that
truth that the Lord is righteous.

And he needed to stop looking at his world through the size of a straw. Trying to take in an incredible sight.
He needed God to take the straw out of his eye.

And say, if I am righteous in chastising you, I don't do it to destroy you. I chastise you to restore you. I say
you're son.

And I chastise you for son. But my heart for you is still that I would restore you and the plan for your life
move forward. But, beloved, this man now sat there and said, you know, I deserve this.

I deserve this. The Lord is righteous. But what happened is, that he did not prepare his heart to go the step
farther.

To say, God, now I'm going to seek you and find out why a partial deliverance. God, I'm now going to open
up my heart and whatever you have to say, say. But, God, then I'm going to believe you to give me the
strength to stir up the faith in me.

That I'm going to say, God, you're going to take me through it. You're going to prepare my heart to believe
that the way out is the way through. That the way out is the way through.

That you will take me through. That you have determined total deliverance in my life. But this young man
got stymied and God is righteous in chastising me.

But he stopped there. He stopped there. He was stopped in his tracks.

And I'll tell you what was starting to come back on him. You're no good. You don't deserve to be rescued
one more time.

God is righteous in punishing you. And you need to stay just where you are. Nothing has changed.

The old bitterness, the old blame, the old regret wants to come in and take his heart. And take faith out of
his heart. And take the heart of God out of his heart.

To take what God had revealed to him in the previous lessons through blessing him. Through saving him.
Through restoring him.
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Partial deliverance. When he stayed there was beginning to eat away at his faith. He began to make
peace with partial deliverance.

He began to say, I can't expect for anything better. I'm going to live like this. I deserve this.

God is righteous in doing this. And that seed of faith. And what all the testimony that God had done in his
heart.

Was beginning to be encroached upon. When he settled for some deliverance. Rehoboam never cried for
freedom.

He made peace with a plundering enemy. And then he lived in denial and delusion about his life. It tells us
here in verse 9. So Shishak the king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem.

And took away the treasures of the house of the Lord. And the treasures of the king's house. He took all.

He carried away also all the shields of gold which Solomon had made. Let me just stop right there. You
know that God's intent.

He said to Rehoboam. In verse 9 is. I'm bringing this upon you.

So that this experience. Will cause you to compare what life in the father's house was like. Compared to
life in the enemy's house.

I've done all this. To be able. To be able to stir up in you a seed of faith.

To remember who I am. Remember the call. Repent of your sin.

Repent fully. But then let faith arise. That I forgive.

Let faith arise. That says I still love you and I can still use you. Let faith arise and say it's not God's plan.

I go back to blame and regret. It's not God's plan that I go back. God that's not what you're about.

That's not who you've shown me who you are. In that time of life earlier. But now it says because he's
lived in partial.

Partial deliverance. In some deliverance. The plan of God.

How God wanted to speak through that. He just accepts. And he accepts the condemnation.

He accepts the lies. And he lets his faith go. And the scripture says that his enemy comes in.

Because there's a root of unbelief. That enemy comes in. He's found an open door.

And then when he moves in and says God can't forgive. God does not make new beginnings again. I've
crossed a line.

I've gone too far. I've blown it. I'm getting what I'm deserving.

The enemy moves in on that. And it says it plunders him. And anything of worth is taken from him.
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The scripture says the enemy takes it all. If you think that we are playing with a toothless tiger. Remember
this.

The enemy came and took it all. He took the treasures of the house of God. That means he took his faith.

He took his trust. He took the treasures of his kingdom. And he took his dignity.

And he took any right he felt he had to rule. But beloved, then he didn't have the guts to say what was
going on. You think at this point when a man is plundered to that degree.

That he would start. Reality would set in. That a wake up call would come and say, Look at God.

Look at my life. God can use an honest cry. God's not afraid of an honest cry.

But the scripture says. In verse 11. And when the king entered into the house of the Lord.

The guard came and fetched them. And brought them again into the guard chamber. I'll read verse 10.

Instead of which. King Rehoboam made shields of brass. And committed them to the hands of the chief of
the guard.

That kept the entrance of the king's house. And when the king entered into the house of the Lord. The
guard came and fetched them.

And brought them again into the guard chamber. And now here is King Rehoboam. With a kingdom that's
been plundered.

A life that's been plundered. He's been robbed. And the scripture says that instead of gold.

He's now showing brass. Instead of the real. He's got an imitation.

Instead of he's trying to make a big show. That he's still going back to worship God. With fake gold.

With something that is not real. And he's going into the house of God. But the scripture says when he
leaves.

All the guards take the shields. And hide it with him. Back in his house.

Beloved, not only has he been plundered. He's now a hypocrite. And now he's trying to prop up his own
kingdom.

It's all on to him to guard what's left. It's all on him. He feels to keep the little faith that he has.

It is a man, beloved. That has been so plundered. He can't even bring himself to admit the truth.

He's a man that could come into the house of God. Or a woman. And raise their hands.

And say I worship you God. I love you God. But outside the sanctuary.

You begin to speak to them. And you begin to press them. You begin to ask them.

And pray with them. And you begin to see what's in there. And when you squeeze them.



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 12

What comes out is God. What is it to you? To heal my marriage? What is it to you to save my husband just
like that? God have you got something against me? Because what is it to you that I just prosper a little?
What is it to you that you just take my kids out of that neighborhood. And take them from that.

The way, the lifestyle that they're living. And restore them completely to you. What is it to you? What is it to
you God that I have to live like this? And no security.

What is it to you to give me a job in an apartment? Beloved you squeeze them. And they're found in the
house of God. But what's deep down inside them.

Is they've been plundered of any faith. And any trust. And inside in it's place.

Is accusations. Inside is oh God. I'm yours.

I gave you my life. But look what is happening to me. That would be real.

What did he say when he went into the house of God. With those fake gold shields. Did he look at them
and say I praise you God.

You've supplied every need. No beloved. Because when he made peace.

With a partial deliverance. He did not realize. How he was on the enemy ground.

How that God had placed him in a place. Of that, that ground. That we must cry out.

That we must say God. There isn't there in my life. In this area.

I don't know that full freedom. But God stir me up. God planted me the faith to believe you for total
deliverance.

Because God I'm understanding now what that ground is. If I'm content to make peace. With partial
deliverance.

That is the ground where we can lose it all beloved. Where we can lose it all. But when we say Lord.

I'm going to seek you. I'm going to seek you in my partial deliverance. I'm going to seek you where I don't
have that freedom yet.

God I'm not going to be dismayed that it's a long time coming. Because I'm not looking back. Because I'm
letting faith arise in my soul.

That you're a miracle working God. And that your heart is full deliverance. That it doesn't matter how long.

Because I say you're a God outside of time. God it's not my timing. Because you're going to get even more
glory.

Because now in the fire. In this time of partial deliverance. I'm going to sing your praise.

Beloved the minute we begin to sing his praise. When we've not yet had it. We move from that ground of
partial deliverance.

Into a realm of faith. We begin to move into a realm of faith. Of a people that don't have to see to believe.
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We become the kind of people that God can say when you seek me. I can lead you actually not just into a
defensive position. But into an offensive.

Right into enemy ground. We begin to pray. For our children.

We begin to pray for our families. We begin to pray for our own hearts. And the bondage that's there.

But we begin to pray in faith. We begin to say I know that my redeemer liveth. And he hears me.

I know that he is committed to me. Riding and living prosperously with him. Ruling and reigning.

Seated with Christ. I know because I have Christ in my life. And I'm clothed with the righteousness of
Christ.

That I have full communion with you. And Lord then I am on the victory side. And we stay in that position.

Till he brings the victory. Till we know the full and complete victory in that area of our lives. Will it be a
fight? Yes.

Do you know some people they think because God I've been seeking you. That I should be exempt from
some of the battles. Because God look I pray to you.

I open my Bible. I'm seeking you. So God I should be exempt.

But beloved I want you to know that we begin seeking him. We begin to set our heart on him. We begin to
get a big target painted on us.

By the enemy. And it should come as no surprise. When we feel a pressure.

When we feel an opposition. When we feel a flesh that just does not want to. When we have a mind and
spirit that doesn't want to go there.

But beloved when all that rises up. That is the time when it's for our faith's finest hour. Because we say
Lord Jesus you know that I am not willing.

Make me willing. And he does. Because it's as simple as that.

The battle is not ours. It's the Lord's. This battle that we fight to walk is not ours.

That when we begin to say God if I'm starting to make peace. With a partial deliverance move me onto the
ground of faith. Prepare my heart when I seek you and you speak I move.

God prepare my heart that your living word says the word over me. Is life. Is victory.

Is fullness. Is completeness. And no matter how much I stand right now.

With a restricted kingdom. That's not my inheritance. That's not where you called me to live.

That's not where you're leading me to the promised land. I don't live in the wilderness all my life. Beloved
such an incredible message from the life of Rambo.
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In closing I just want to share a thought with you that the Lord gave me about Jesus. The scripture says
when he started his earthly ministry. He was full of the Holy Ghost.

He was full of the Holy Ghost. And that meant beloved he had a heart prepared. Prepared.

It was going to seek God and whatever God had to say. He would go. Whatever God had to say his father
he would do.

Whatever circumstances were now facing him. His heart was prepared to take him up out of the
circumstance. To say God I believe that you're going to take me through.

And the scripture says that being full of the Holy Ghost. He was led by the spirit into the wilderness. Here
he is now being launched out.

To his father's will and he is full of the Holy Ghost. And by the Holy Spirit he's being led into a wilderness.
And beloved I don't mean to tell you.

That the wilderness is not Club Med. That wilderness is a barren place. It's a place of want.

It was a place where he hungered. It was a place of temptation and it was a place of oppression. It was a
place where he knew need.

He knew loneliness. He knew oppression. And beloved when we find ourselves in a similar situation.

If we have said God I've prepared my heart to seek you. And now we're being led into a wilderness. We
need to do as Jesus did.

Stepping into that wilderness. He knew he was led there. And because he knew he was led there.

He was not leaving until he was led out. When he stepped into that wilderness. No matter what
circumstance came against him.

Hunger and loneliness. Oppression. Whatever came against him.

With a heart that wanted to please his father. The scripture says that he was led there. And yet through it
all.

Because he had a prepared heart. Prepared to say father. You've set the agenda.

You've set the timing. You've set what it is that I'm to be about to do. And I don't leave it till I am led out.

Because beloved if we're going to learn the lessons of Rehoboam. Surely we're going to be called to walk
in Jesus footsteps. We're going to be called to have that kind of prepared heart to seek him.

We're going to be led into that place. And I'm sure. That his own flesh.

And voices would be saying. What are you doing here? How can you be doing the will of God in a
wilderness? How can God be glorified. With you suffering.

Alone. Touching no lives. Here you are in the wilderness.
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How can this be God's will? You must have done something wrong. You must be sinning. God must be
mad at you.

There's something very seriously wrong. Because God would not lead into a wilderness like this. But
beloved.

With a fixed heart. With a prepared heart. That says God.

When I set my face to seek you. That meant you be God over this. You lead.

Your way. Your time. Your place.

And so Jesus in obedience went there. And did that. And while he was doing that.

He was defeating the devil. While he was alone in that wilderness. He was defeating the devil.

The devil came to him. And you know the story. Three times.

With three different temptations. One to go after his flesh with bread. And one to go after his mind.

Offer him the kingdoms of this world. And one to go after his spiritual life. To take him to the pinnacle.

And say throw yourself down and tempt and test God. But the scripture says alone in that wilderness. God
gave him three devil defeating words.

That he used against the devil. And he sent that devil scurrying. And he came back from the wilderness.

In the full power of the spirit. And God led him to Nazareth. Right back home.

Right back to his family. Right back to those who knew him the best. But that's another message.

Love it. This is our privilege. God writes over our life fullness.

God writes over our life life. God writes over our life victory. If you will believe me.

If you will prepare your heart. When I speak. And I'll take you out of that ground.

Of partial deliverance. Beloved all of us face areas of partial deliverance. But we must not be backed into
a corner and make peace with it.

It's far too deadly. And we've been offered so much more. The testimony of the Lord is we move from that.

We wait on him. We seek him. But we get the victory.

Because God cannot lie. And we've got a world to show. That he is faithful.

And that he's an all conquering God. Will you stand with me. The altar call that the Lord has given me.

Is for those of you. Stirred by this message. Spoke to you.

But there's a cry that says Lord I believe it. But help my unbelief. Lord I want to move into this freedom.

But this struggle. With this partial deliverance in my life. Where some days I seem free.
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And then others I seem to go back ten steps. After one or two sermons I think I've broken through. But
only that week to seemingly go deeper.

Beloved God is committed to you. He's committed to me. He's going to see us through.

He's going to say hang on to me. And I will stir in you faith. Let my word do what it's designed to do.

Trust me I will take you through. I will raise you up. I will take you out of that pit.

I will lead you forth. Make no peace. Make no peace.

With some deliverance. That's not my way for you. That's not my best for you.

That's not why I've saved. For those of you who say Lord I want this. But help my unbelief.

I believe you but I help my unbelief. I'm moving forward to this altar. As a declaration to say God.

Since you've not given up on me. I'm not giving up on you. I'm going to believe you.

Trust you to stir me up. And I'm not going to fall one more time. To the lies and the condemnation of the
enemy.

That is trying to say. You will never get free. You will never get free.

Face it this is life. This is your life. This is your reality.

It's for others but not for you. Who do you think you are? You know who you are. You know what you do.

You know what you think. You know where you go. God delights.

In breaking the humble. Free. Into freedom.

He gets the best praise and the blessed glory. From humble hearts because they give him all the glory.
They don't share the glory.

They say when I was. When I gave up on myself. He didn't.

And somehow his word came and created hope in me again. God he. Beloved he is faithful.

I'm believing him for every area in my life. And I know there's many here. You're believing that same
miracle working God.

To do that miracle and then to maintain you in it. We don't have to carry our shields of brass into the house
of God. We get the real thing here.

We get a real faith. We get a real trust. When we admit our.

Our situation. And God says. I change your brass into gold.

Your iron into silver. Your poor prayers. Into heartfelt prayers.

Beloved he does that for us. Because he loves us. And he's our father.
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Hallelujah. Now those that have come forward. I don't want you.

To make promises. I just want you to lift your hand. And I want you just.

To thank him. That one more time. He's spoken to you.

And one more time. He's spoken hope. Into your life.

One more time. He's saying you can do it in me. One more time.

He's saying I'm pulling you up. And I'm pulling you through. In me you can.

In me you can. I can do all things through Christ. This is the conclusion of the message.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/3/SID3189.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/teresa-conlon/a-prepared-heart/
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