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A Secret Believer
by Theodore Epp

Obedience to God is the key to His blessings and the lifting of judgment.

Scripture: 1 Kings 18:1

Topics: "Obedience to God", "Faith in Action"

Description

Theodore Epp discusses the story of Elijah and Obadiah, emphasizing the severe famine in Samaria as a
consequence of the Israelites' disobedience to God. He highlights that God's judgment was a direct result
of their rebellion, contrasting it with the blessings that come from obedience. Epp points out that while
Elijah was obedient and would help lift the judgment, Obadiah, despite his high position, was more
concerned with material possessions than God's will. This serves as a reminder for believers to prioritize
their relationship with God over worldly concerns. Ultimately, Epp encourages the congregation to seek
boldness and confidence in their faith in Christ.

Transcript

1 Kings 18:1-7

As Elijah, in obedience to God's command, set out to meet Ahab, he saw that the famine was very severe
in Samaria, one of the areas ruled by Ahab and inhabited by the Israelite people.

Apparently it extended beyond Ahab's kingdom, but Samaria seemed to be getting the brunt of it. This, of
course, was in line with God's judgment--He was disciplining His people.

The Prophet Isaiah wrote: "If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land: but if ye refuse
and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it" (Isa. 1:19,20).

This principle was literally fulfilled before Elijah's eyes. The people had rebelled, and they were not eating
of the good of the land.

Obedience to God is the key to His blessings upon us. The Israelites had suffered for three and a half
years because of their disobedience, but because of the obedience of a man of God, the Lord's judgment
would be lifted.

The first man Elijah met, however, was not Ahab but Obadiah, the governor of Ahab's household. Obadiah
held a position of prestige and influence in overseeing Ahab's household and possessions.
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But instead of Obadiah's lifting up Ahab, apparently Ahab tended to drag Obadiah down so that he was
more concerned about herds and possessions than about the will of God.

Does this speak to our hearts? Perhaps God allowed this man's life to be included in the Scriptures to
teach us this lesson.

"In whom we have boldness and access with confidence by the faith of him [Christ]" (Eph. 3:12).
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