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He Is at the Door!
by Theodore Epp

The Lord's soon return should motivate us to have whol esome attitudes toward others and to trust Himto reward
usjustly.

Scripture: James 5:7
Topics: "Attitude”, "Christ's Return"

Description

Theodore Epp emphasizes the importance of maintaining a positive attitude towards others, urging us not
to grumble or complain, especially in light of Christ's imminent return. He reminds us that the Lord is ready
to judge our hearts and actions, encouraging us to speak words that uplift rather than harm. Epp highlights
that understanding the nearness of Christ's return can transform our perspectives, making us less critical
and more compassionate. He reassures us that God will reward our faithfulness and endurance, even in
the face of mistreatment. Ultimately, we are called to trust in God's justice and love as we navigate our
relationships.

Transcript

James 5:7-12

To "grudge not" is to "complain not." We are not to groan or grumble against each other. In this life, where
there is the tendency to be partial to others who have more than we do, James reminded us not to be
grumbling and complaining about others. We are not to develop an attitude of thinking the other person
always has it better than we do. We must remember that the Lord can come back at any time to judge us
for such attitudes. James said, "The judge standeth before the door" (James 5:9); in other words, He is
ready to enter the door. Having this concept of the soon return of Christ keeps us from being so critical of
each other. Always remember, Christ is about to enter the door, so the words you speak should be
wholesome rather than negative or hurtful.

So realizing that the Lord may soon return will have a significant effect on our attitudes toward others. We
will not be so quick to criticize others when we realize the Lord is about to return to judge us for what we
have said. The Lord is fully able to judge the motives of our hearts (see 1 Cor. 4:5), but we must never
take that prerogative upon ourselves. The Lord will judge not only the good and bad things we have done
but also our good and bad attitudes. If you have been mistreated and have borne up under it in a way that
glorifies the Lord, you may be assured of a reward. If you have been neglected by friends and by the
world, the Lord will take care of that also. Let us trust Him completely to reward as He sees best because
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He is absolutely just and loving.

"And every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labour" (1 Cor. 3:8).

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/theodore-epp/he-is-at-the-door/
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