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Prices-or Values?
by Theodore Epp

Prioritizing material wealth can lead to spiritual stagnation and condemnation, while a biblical perspective on
wealth emphasi zes the blessing of the Lord bringing riches without sorrow.

Scripture: James 5:1
Topics: "Spiritual Priorities”, "Materialism"

Description

Theodore Epp emphasizes the danger of prioritizing wealth and material comfort over spiritual values,
warning that an obsession with money can lead to a loss of purpose and vitality in the Christian life. He
highlights that many believers, while saved, fail to reflect Christ's transformative power due to their fixation
on worldly pleasures and luxuries. Epp challenges families to reconsider their standards of comfort and
the time spent pursuing financial gain, suggesting that such pursuits can detract from truly living and
enjoying life. He points out that true richness comes from the Lord, not from material possessions, as
illustrated in James 5:1-6.

Transcript

James 5:1-6

Christians can become so addicted to money and to achieving a higher level of living that they lose all
perspective and forget what they are really here on earth to accomplish. Those who live only for the
pleasures of the moment stand under the condemnation of Paul's words of 1 Timothy 5:6: "She that liveth
in pleasure is dead while she liveth." Many Christians have had the vitality taken from their spiritual life
because of their great concern for the things of the world. They are saved, but their lives do not reflect the
glorious difference that Christ can make when a believer focuses his attention on eternal values instead of
temporal ones.

An important question that every family needs to face is, How much money do we need in order to live in
the comfort we prescribe for ourselves? We also need to ask, Have we set our standard of comfort too
high? Regrettably, many people have set their standard so high that they have to spend so much time
obtaining an income for that level of life that they really have no time to live. How sad to spend so much
time earning a living that you do not have time to enjoy the living. | am not referring to those who must
work long hours just to keep the family fed and clothed. | am referring to those who have become so
addicted to the luxuries of life that they think the luxuries are essential. Such an attitude greatly affects our
spiritual priorities--spiritual things are bound to suffer and to take second place to the things of the world. It
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is important then that we do some clear thinking about our attitude toward what this world has to offer.
Although some have the attitude that money is the answer to everything, James 5:1-6 reveals that this
belief is certainly not true.

"The blessing of the Lord, it maketh rich, and he addeth no sorrow with it" (Prov. 10:22).

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/theodore-epp/prices-or-values/
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