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Vindicated by God

by Theodore Epp

The sermon emphasizes that God vindicates the faithful through suffering, promising eventual rewards and
highlighting His gracious purposes.

Scripture: Job 42:7
Topics: "Suffering"”, "Divine Vindication"

Description

Theodore Epp emphasizes the vindication of Job, showcasing how God recognized him as 'my servant'
and appointed him to intercede for his friends who wronged him. Epp highlights that the suffering of the
righteous is often accompanied by eventual compensation, which may not always manifest in this life but
is assured in the life to come. He encourages believers to look beyond their current afflictions, reminding
them that God has gracious purposes even in suffering, and that enduring faithfulness leads to divine
rewards. The sermon underscores the importance of understanding the character of God through Job's
experiences and the ultimate vindication that comes from Him.

Transcript

Job 42:7-17

The vindication of Job was a vindication before his "friends." God called him "my servant" and had him act
in the capacity of a priest for the three who had so cruelly slandered him. We not only need to see what
God was able to do with Job, we also need to see the God of Job for ourselves.

We learn from Job, and this is part of the vindication, that the suffering of the godly always includes a
compensation, or a reward. It may not come in this present life. It did in Job's life, and we can be assured
that it will eventually come for us. The Bible says so, and that settles it. Job's reward had to come during
his lifetime in order to complete the object lesson the Lord was presenting through him. Life for the
believer does not end with his life on earth; it continues on into heaven. All believers have an inheritance
reserved in heaven.

The Bible tells us in many places that we cannot avoid suffering here on earth. The suffering will not
endure forever, though, and we must look beyond it to the rewards God will give for faithfulness.

"Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the
end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy" (James 5: 11). God does not delight in
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our being afflicted, yet through these afflictions His very gracious purposes are realized. This is what
James called "the end of the Lord"; the outcome of the Lord's dealings with us includes vindication.

"And he shall bring forth thy righteousness as the light, and thy judgment as the noonday" (Ps. 37:6).

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/theodore-epp/vindicated-by-god/
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