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The Elijah Complex

by Warren Wiersbe

The Elijah complex is a mindset that leads to pride and discouragement, but the remedy is to feed on the pure
and proven Word of God.

Scripture: 1 Kings 19
Topics: "Spiritual Pride", "Gods Word"

Description

Warren Wiersbe emphasizes the danger of falling into the 'Elijah complex," where one believes they are
the only godly person left, leading to pride and discouragement. He highlights the sin of flattery and the
importance of uniting our hearts to fear God's name, cautioning against self-flattery and manipulation.
Wiersbe stresses the purity and reliability of God's Word as the ultimate source of truth and guidance,
encouraging listeners to test everything they hear against it. He reminds believers that there are still godly
individuals on earth, ready to support and stand with them, and that finding strength and encouragement
in the Word of God is the remedy for discouragement.

Transcript

Read Psalm 12:1-8

Whenever you get the idea that you are the only one left who is godly, beware. That's how David was
praying in Psalm 12. He said, "The godly man ceases! For the faithful disappear from among the sons of
men" (v. 1). | call this the Elijah complex. You will remember that Elijah had this problem (I Kings 19). He
left his place of ministry, went out into the wilderness and sat down, pouting. God asked, "What are you
doing here?" Elijah replied, "I'm the only godly one left, and they are trying to kill me." God said, "l have
7000 people waiting in line. | can pick any one of them to get My work done."

When you begin to think you're the only godly person, it quickly leads to pride. In this passage David refers
to the sin of flattery (v. 2). Our world is filled with flattery. Sometimes it's called advertising or promotion,
but it's still flattery. God doesn't flatter people. He tells the truth. Flattery is manipulation, not
communication. It comes from a double heart, from mixed motives. David said, "Unite my heart to fear
Your name" (Ps. 86:11). Don't fall for flattery or flatter yourself into thinking you are the only godly one left.

Verse 6 tells us where to turn: "The words of the Lord are pure.” Listening to your own words may lead to
discouragement or pride. And the words of others may be flattery, lying or vanity. So listen to the Word of
God and test everything you hear by it.

Sermonindex.net | Page 1



The godly person has not completely vanished from the earth. We'd be surprised to find where God has
His people, waiting to accomplish His will. Others are waiting to stand with you and help you. Lay hold of
God's Word. It has been tested and proved. You can trust it.

The remedy for discouragement is the Word of God. When you feed your heart and mind with its truth, you
regain your perspective and find renewed strength. Feeling discouraged? Encourage yourself with the
Word of God.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/warren-wiersbe/the-elijah-complex/
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