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The Prayer That Opposes Satan
by Watchman Nee

Watchman Nee emphasizes the power of prayer in opposing Satan through biblical examples and teachings.

Topics: "Power Of Prayer", "Spiritual Warfare"

Description

Watchman Nee emphasizes the power of prayer in opposing Satan, illustrating how believers can invoke
God's authority to curse, bind, and rebuke the devil. He references biblical instances where God's
judgment and Jesus' authority over Satan are demonstrated, encouraging prayers that ask God to silence
the enemy and annul his works. Nee highlights the importance of recognizing Satan's defeat at the cross
and the necessity of prayer to reinforce that victory in our lives. He encourages believers to pray for God's
intervention against the evil one, reminding them of the effectiveness of the Lord's rebuke. Ultimately, Nee
calls for a proactive stance in prayer to ensure victory over spiritual opposition.

Transcript

The Bible gives us much help with respect to the prayer that accuses Satan. Now we want to briefly
consider a few passages in the Scriptures that show us the prayer that opposes Satan.

We recall that in Genesis 3 the devil worked for the first time. Later, God judged him and cursed him. From
this we know that Satan is cursed by God. In this curse, God clearly foretold that the head of the devil
would be crushed by the Lord Jesus on the cross. Hence, when we suffer in his hands, we can apply this
judgment. We can pray, "God, curse Satan once more so that he cannot work at will. You cursed him in
the garden of Eden already; I pray that You will curse him afresh. Put him under the power of the cross
again so that he cannot move." The thing that the devil is the most afraid of is God's curse. Once God
curses him, he will not dare to harm us anymore.

Mark 1 records that when the Lord Jesus was casting out the demons, He forbade them to speak. Hence,
when Satan utilizes men to speak many words of confusion or violence, we can pray to the Lord to stop
the mouth of the devil and to shut him up. Sometimes while we are preaching the gospel or teaching
others the truth, we can pray to the Lord to stop the devil from opening his mouth to our listeners or saying
anything that would cause the listeners to doubt or oppose the Lord's word. We recall the story of Daniel in
the lion's den. One prayer which is always very effective is, "Lord, shut the mouths of the lions so that they
will not harm Your people."
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There is another wonderful prayer revealed in Matthew 12. The Lord tells us that in order to enter into the
house of the strong man and plunder his goods, one must first bind the strong man. We know that the
strong man the Lord speaks of here is Satan. Before we can overcome Satan, we have to bind him and
stop him from his work. Of course, we ourselves cannot bind him and strip him of his freedom to oppose
our work, but we can pray. In our prayer, we can ask God to bind Satan and strip him of the strength to
fight against us. Whenever we are to work, if we first truly bind Satan with our prayer, our victory will be
sure. Hence, we should always pray, "Lord, bind the strong man."

First John 3:8 says, "The Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil."
Hence, whenever we see the works of the devil, we can pray, "O God, Your Son was manifested to
destroy the works of the devil. I thank You because on the cross He has annulled the works of the devil.
But the devil is still working. Annul his work in me, and annul his intention of working through my work.
Annul his work in my environment; annul all of his works." When we pray, we can pray according to the
condition at the time. If we see Satan working in us, our family, our office, our school, or our nation, we can
ask God to annul his work in that place.

Jude 9 mentions one sentence which Michael the archangel spoke to Satan, "The Lord rebuke you." After
this word, Satan was not able to oppose him anymore. Hence, this sentence can also be used in our
prayer to the Lord as our opposition against Satan. We can ask the Lord to rebuke Satan. We should
know that the Lord hears our prayer. If we ask Him to rebuke, He will surely rebuke. We should also
believe that when the Lord rebukes Satan, he will not be able to withstand it. Satan is afraid of the Lord's
rebuke. We see that when the Lord rebuked the winds and the waves on the sea, they immediately
obeyed Him and became calm. Hence, when the Lord rebukes Satan, it must be equally effective. If we
read the Psalms we will see the effectiveness of the Lord's rebuke. Psalm 18:15 says, "The river beds
were seen,/And the foundations of the habitable land were laid bare,/At Your rebuke, O Jehovah." Psalm
76:6 says, "At Your rebuke, O God of Jacob,/Both chariot and horse fall into deep sleep." Psalm 80:16
says, "They perish at the rebuke of Your countenance." Psalm 104:7 says, "At thy rebuke they [the waters]
fled." Psalm 106:9 says, "He rebuked the Red sea also,/and it was dried up." These verses show us the
power of the Lord's rebuke. Hence, if the Lord rebukes Satan, surely Satan will not be able to withstand it.
Whenever Satan harasses us, we can ask the Lord to rebuke him.

Matthew 16 records Peter through his natural affection holding back the Lord Jesus from going to the
cross. The Lord rebuked him, saying, "Get behind Me, Satan!" (v. 23). Every time Satan uses our relatives
or natural affections to stop us from doing God's will, we can pray to God to put Satan behind us.

In Matthew 6 the Lord Jesus teaches us to pray: "Deliver us from the evil one" (v. 13). We do not know
when the evil one will come to oppress us, but we can always apply this expression in our prayer.

Colossians 2:15 says of the Lord Jesus, "Stripping off the rulers and the authorities, He made a display of
them openly, triumphing over them in it." When we see the power of Satan on the rampage, we can stand
on the foundation of the cross and ask the Lord to once again shame the devil. He was shamed on the
cross already. Therefore, based on his first shaming, we can ask the Lord to shame him once more. If he
is shamed, he will not be able to lift up his head or harm us anymore. Hence, we should pray to the Lord,
"Lord, we are now standing on the foundation of the cross and are asking You to shame the devil once
more."
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