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How to Be Rich Suddenly
by Welcome Detweiler

True happiness and eternal riches can be obtained suddenly by trusting in the finished work of Christ.

Duration: 11:10

Scripture: Psalm 103:12, Isaiah 1:18, Matthew 11:28, John 3:16, Romans 10:9, Ephesians 2:8

Topics: "Salvation", "Eternal Riches"

Description

In this sermon, the preacher addresses the desire for sudden wealth and the pursuit of worldly
possessions. He emphasizes that true riches come from trusting in Jesus Christ and receiving salvation.
The preacher warns that without accepting Christ, one will remain a poor, lost sinner and be eternally
bound to their sins. He encourages listeners to trust in Christ's finished work and believe that His death is
sufficient to cleanse them from every sin, leading to a realm of joy and true riches.

Transcript

Now for a few minutes I invite your attention as I speak on a subject that may be of great interest to you.
The subject is how to become rich suddenly. It is quite obvious that our natural ambition is toward
accumulating as much of this world's goods as possible.

The eye is always open to watch for a shorter cut to sudden wealth. Who has not dreamed of having a rich
uncle who left a will for our benefit, or finding a treasure chest, or an oil well? In other words, we have
without much serious consideration thought that sudden wealth would be the greatest and the best thing
that could happen. It has happened to a few people, here and there, and has brought with it a few
moments of great satisfaction.

For over a period of time, such have discovered that sudden wealth is not the greatest thing that can
happen to a man. For, strange as it may seem, wealth and happiness are seldom found together. If you
were to stop and think seriously, you would discover that, after all, happiness is the greatest of all
possessions.

We are compelled to admit that the happy man, with very little of this world's good, is, after all, the richest.
Since this is true, I could change my subject, how to become rich suddenly, to how to become happy
suddenly. Perhaps you are of the opinion that true riches or happiness cannot be found suddenly, but
rather that it must be acquired over a period of many years.
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If such is the case, you will have to admit that you are not making very much progress. How much happier
are you tonight than you were a year ago? In the main, there are three kinds of rich people. First, those
who are born rich.

Second, those who acquire riches. And third, those who have riches thrust upon them. Perhaps I should
add a fourth, those who pretend to be rich and are not.

When it comes to eternal riches, which is the highest degree of happiness, none are born rich. None
acquire riches. But all who are rich, spiritually speaking, have those riches thrust upon them on the basis
of sovereign grace.

I was not born happy, nor did I acquire happiness. But I had happiness thrust upon me suddenly the very
moment I came to know Christ as my Lord and Savior. True happiness is the effect of a cause.

It cannot be manufactured. It is the result of having spiritual security. To know that I too must die someday
and not be certain where I will be after death will rob me of all happiness, for insecurity is the greatest
hound of happiness.

We must admit that God is the source of all joy, and to be at peace with God is of utmost importance. The
opening verses of Psalm 32 are, Blessed and or happy is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is
covered. Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord imputes not iniquity.

Before the sin question is settled, there can be no happiness. The old word blessed is not used as much
today, but it is akin to the text does not say happy is he who hopes that his transgressions are forgiven,
nor he who feels they are forgiven, nor even he who thinks they are forgiven. But happy is he whose
transgression is forgiven.

When a person stops hoping, feeling, and thinking, and knows his sins are forgiven, he is on the highway
of true happiness. Perhaps you are asking, how can I know? If God is satisfied with the basis of your
forgiveness, you may know and you should know that you are forgiven. If you have no clear statement in
the Bible indicating that God is satisfied with that which you are resting upon, you can't know.

If you are trusting in your good life, your morality, your religion, your good deeds, your religious service to
obtain forgiveness, then you can never know and you can never obtain happiness by that method, for God
clearly says that forgiveness is not obtained by works. In Ephesians 2, 8 and 9 I read, For by grace are ye
saved through faith, and that not of yourselves. It is the gift of God, not of works, lest any man should
boast.

Titus 3, 5. Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us.
Romans 4, 4. To him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted
for righteousness. All who seek to gain admittance into heaven on the basis of good works deprive
themselves of spiritual happiness here and will be lost in the end.

The only basis of forgiveness that God will accept is the precious shed blood of Christ. His substitutionary
death has become a means by which God's holy demands are satisfied, and the individual who rests
solely on his finished work enjoys the absolute knowledge of peace with God. Once more, Romans 5, 1.
Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
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My eternal happiness rests on a solid foundation, the perfect atoning work of Christ. Could I be sad?
Could I be alarmed? Could I be anything but happy with the absolute knowledge of sins forgiven and the
God-given assurance that he saves to the uttermost? If you are not happy, it is most likely because you
are not resting your soul on a secure foundation, and if you persist in ignoring the foundation that God has
provided, you may be reasonably certain that the remainder of your days will be spent just about the same
as they have been heretofore, groping for happiness and never finding it. Those who know Christ are
happy regardless of circumstances.

It is not a superficial emotional happiness, but a deep-rooted joy, the direct result of spiritual security and
certainty. Why should you go through life without this priceless possession? It can be yours this very
moment. How to become rich suddenly? The answer? Trust Christ.

And when I say trust Christ, I mean rest on his finished work. Believe that he died for you and that his
death is sufficient to cleanse you from every sin. When you do so, you will immediately enter into a realm
of joy heretofore unknown, and you will suddenly and eternally enter into true riches.

David explained with joy, As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions
from us. Like Bunyan's pilgrim, you have carried the load of your sins for many days, and that burden
seems to increase in weight as the days go by. It seems so unnecessary that you should continue to
struggle under that load of your sins, since a burden-bearer stands ready to relieve you at any moment.

His ability to save has been demonstrated many times before your very eyes, and what he has done for
others he can do, and he longs to do for you. A man with a load on his back is incapable of doing a great
deal of work, and you will never be able to work for the Lord until the load of your sins is turned over to
him. If you continue on without coming to Christ for salvation and pass out into eternity before your sins
are removed, you will be eternally bound to them, and they will sink you into the abyss of woe.

I wish I could convey to you just how happy you would be if you could say, I know my sins are blotted out.
They are past and gone. I shall see them no more forever.

It may seem almost too good to be true, but it's absolutely true that you can know, and I ask you once
more to trust the Savior who is standing by, waiting for your decision. True riches, true happiness, it may
be yours in one moment of time. You may become rich suddenly.

The question is, do you want to become rich, or do you want to remain a poor, lost sinner? It indicates a
certain form of madness when men prefer to be lost rather than to be saved. It was Charles Haddon
Spurgeon who said, He who knows he is lost and is contented to remain so is not an ordinary fool, but he
is a madman. Remember, true eternal riches are offered to you freely by God's grace.

If you miss them, it will be your own fault. Those who have trusted Christ can say, You ask me why I'm
happy, so I'll just tell you why. Because my sins are gone.

When I meet the scoffer who asks me where they are, I say, My sins are gone. They're underneath the
blood of the cross of Calvary, so far removed as darkness is from dawn. In the sea of God's forgetfulness,
that's good enough for me.

Praise God, my sins are gone. My unsaved friend, if you can't say it, bow your heart before the Savior this
very moment and thank Him for the work that He did for you on Calvary's cross. Open your heart, as best
you know how, trust Him as your Lord and Savior, and you shall suddenly enter into the greatest riches
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possible.

And now, our gracious Father, we ask thy blessing to rest upon thy precious word. Bless those who are
poor, who are lost, who are guilty. Save them by thy grace, we ask in Jesus' name.

Amen.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/10/SID10189.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/welcome-detweiler/how-to-be-rich-suddenly/
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