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The Spire
by Welcome Detweiler

Jesus Christ's sacrifice is the only way to salvation, and we must accept Him as our Lord and Savior to receive

eternal life.

Duration: 11:35

Scripture: Isaiah 53:6, Matthew 6:33, John 3:36, John 14:6, Romans 5:8, Romans 10:9, 1 Timothy 2:5

Topics: "Salvation Through Faith", "Sacrificial Love"

Description

In this sermon, the preacher emphasizes the invitation from God to receive salvation through the sacrifice
of Jesus Christ. The preacher urges the listeners to open their hearts and accept Jesus as their Savior,
emphasizing that salvation is freely offered by God. The story of a stone mason saved by a lamb is used
as an illustration of how Jesus, the Lamb of God, sacrificed himself to save humanity from sin. The
preacher highlights the voluntary and conscious sacrifice of Jesus, contrasting it with the unconscious
sacrifice of the lamb, and emphasizes the incomprehensible love of Christ for sinners.

Transcript

Sometime ago I heard the story of a traveling man who kept his eyes open for anything unusual in the
cities that he visited. During a tour of a certain town, he was attracted by a somewhat remarkable spire
over a public building. About two-thirds the way up, he noticed that the figure of a stone lamb had been
inserted.

Then, from its back, the spire continued its course. Stopping a passerby, the traveler said, "'Excuse me,
friend, but I am a stranger here and wonder whether you could tell me if there is a story behind that
peculiar spire.' The accosted man replied, "'Yes, the spire has a story. I live around here and saw the
building go up.

When the masons reached the part indicated by the stone lamb, one of the men lost his balance and fell
over the scaffolding. As you can see, it's a good way up.' The interested traveler asked eagerly, "'Was he
killed?' "'No,' said the local man. "'That's the miracle.' When the workfellows hurried down, expecting to
find his mangled body on the pavement, there he was, badly shaken and bruised, but with hardly a bone
broken.

And the reason of his miraculous escape from death was due to a lamb. Several lambs were on their way
to the slaughter as the mason fell. He lighted on the back of one of the lambs.
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The lamb was killed, of course, but saved the man's life. The builder was so impressed with the incident
that he had the stone lamb placed where you see it as a lasting tribute to a lamb dying to save a
stonemason from a terrible death. It sounds almost like a parable, for in the Bible we are told of a lamb
who died in our room instead.

Among the many titles that are given to the Lord Jesus in the Scriptures, he is called the Lamb of God.
Our sins should have crushed him, for we deserved eternal death. But the load fell on God's lamb.

He was crushed so that we might be saved.' John said, "'Behold the Lamb of God, who beareth away the
sin of the world.' Are you among the number who owe their deliverance from the guilt and government of
sin to a lamb? If you are, then you will never tire of singing the praises of that lamb for his willingness to
carry your curse and die your death. The lamb that was the instrument of sparing the stonemason's life
was an unconscious victim, having no forethought, it did not know what a terrible death awaited it, and
having no willpower, it could not have refused to die for the man. How different was the sacrifice of Christ,
God's lamb, on our behalf.

He knew he was to die as a sinless substitute for sinners. He was born to die for our sins. His death was a
voluntary one, for his life was not taken from him, it was given.

Did he not say, "'I have power to lay down my life, I have power to take it again.' Dying as the lamb, God's
innocent, unblemished lamb, the taunt was flung to him, he saved others. Himself he cannot save, but his
enemies erred when they affirmed his inability to save himself. Had he wished, he could have made his
blood-stained cross a throne and meted out judgment upon his enemies.

He could have come down from the cross, but he stayed thereon that power to save might be for others.
He knew that it was the only one, the bleeding lamb, who could give his life and offer salvation to the guilty
sinners. Of all the amazing things that we find in the word of God, the most astonishing is Christ's love for
lost and guilty sinners.

It cannot be explained so that the human heart can understand why the sinless Son of God chose to die
as a substitute for unworthy sinners of Adam's family is a great mystery. In Romans 5 I read, "'For scarcely
for a righteous man will one die, yet for adventure for a good man some would even dare to die.' But God
commends his love toward us in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. We hear of it
occasionally when a mother will die for an effort to reach or rescue one of her children.

We even hear of a man dying for a good friend occasionally. But never do you hear of one who will die for
his enemies. Only the love of God will extend that far.

Although this great truth is very clear and plain in the Bible, I fear that there are many people who do not
realize the value of Christ's appalling sacrifice. Do you know this, my radio listener, that not one of us
could ever have entered heaven if Christ had not died for our sins? Our tears of repentance, our prayers
for forgiveness are not enough to cleanse us from our sins. Our baptism, our good resolutions, our good
deeds apart from the death of Christ would leave us outside that celestial city.

Our religious activity, our teaching, our preaching, our giving to the Lord will all be in vain, for salvation is
found in one person, God's beloved Son and His substitutionary death and resurrection, and that's the
only passport that we have, and God wants us to accept it. Those of us who have been saved by His
grace have a desire to exalt the Lord Jesus Christ, just as the builder of the old steeple lifted up a stone
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lamb that all might see it. So born-again Christians love to speak well of our great Savior, and it's our
greatest desire that He might have the privilege of saving all who are yet unsaved.

I trust that you will take seriously the wonderful invitation that God is extending to you, announcing to you
that a lamb has died in your stead to deliver you from the penalty of your sins. Now God asks you to do
one thing, one very important thing. He asks you to open your heart's door and receive that Savior as your
very own, for if an offer is made to you, you will only enter into the good of it when you receive it.

God provided the salvation for you. He offers it to you, and many are passing by that opportunity and are
not receiving the Savior that God is offering. I trust you'll never be guilty of that, but rather in this hour,
when God has spoken to you, you will say, I have missed something very important.

I am a sinner. I am lost. And if God has provided salvation for me, at least I should put out my hand and
take it.

Is He offering it to me on a basis of free salvation? Yes, He is. And He asks you in simple faith, even
though you are unworthy, simply to put out your empty hand of faith and receive Jesus Christ, who loved
you and died for you. It's almost unbelievable that God would pardon you and forgive you and give you
eternal life by so doing.

But the Word of God says, He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life. And he that believeth not the
Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abideth on him. I ask you in this hour to do the one important
thing, receive Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, and you will be eternally blessed.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/10/SID10211.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/welcome-detweiler/the-spire/
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