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Adam...begat a son in his own likeness
by William MacDonald

Transcript

“Adam...begat a son in his own likeness, after his image.” (Gen. 5:3)

It is a basic fact of physical life that we beget children in our own likeness, after our image. Adam begat a
son in his own likeness, and called his name Seth. When people saw Seth they probably said what people
have been saying ever since: “Like father, like son.”

It is also a sobering fact of spiritual life that we beget children in our own image. When we are used to
introduce others to the Lord Jesus, they insensibly take on characteristics similar to our own. Here it is not
a matter of heredity but of imitation. They look up to us as the ideal of what Christians should be and
unconsciously pattern their behavior after ours. Soon they manifest the family likeness.

This means that the place | give to the Bible in my life will set the standard for my children in the faith. It
means that my emphasis on prayer will become theirs also. If | am a worshiper, this characteristic will
probably rub off on them too.

If I adhere to the stern demands of discipleship, they will figure that this is the norm for all believers. On
the other hand, if | water down the Savior's words and live for wealth, fame and pleasure, | can expect
them to follow my lead.

Zealous soul winners tend to beget on-fire personal workers. Those who find pleasure and profit in
Scripture memory pass on the vision to their spiritual children.

If you are irregular about attendance at the meetings of the assembly, you can hardly expect your
proteges to be any different. If you are usually late, they will probably be late too. If you sit in the back row,
don’t be surprised if that influences them to do likewise.

On the other hand, if you are disciplined, dependable, punctual and vitally involved, your Timothys will
follow your faith.

So the question for each of us is, “Am | content to beget children in my own image?” The Apostle Paul
could say, “Be followers of me” (1 Cor. 4:16). Can we say that?
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