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He that is not with me is against me
by William MacDonald

Transcript

“He that is not with me is against me; and he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad.” (Matt. 12:30)

The Lord Jesus spoke these words concerning the Pharisees. They had just committed the unpardonable
sin, attributing His miracles to Beelzebub, the prince of the demons, when actually they were done in the
power of the Holy Spirit. It was now evident that they would not accept Him as the Messiah of Israel and
the Savior of the world. Because they did not take a decided stand for Christ, they were necessarily
against Him. Because they didn’t serve on His side they worked against Him.

When it comes to the Person and work of Christ, there can be no neutrality. There is no way of straddling
this fence. A man is either for Christ or he is against Him. Anyone who says he cannot decide has already
decided.

When it comes to the truth concerning Christ, there can be no compromise. In biblical Christianity there
are some areas where there can be a reasonable difference of opinion but this is not one of them. As A.
W. Tozer has reminded us, “Some things are not negotiable.” We must adhere steadfastly to the absolute
deity of the Lord Jesus, His virgin birth, His true humanity, His sinless nature, His substitutionary death for
sinners, His bodily resurrection, His ascension to God’s right hand and His coming again. When men start
to hedge on these cardinal doctrines they are left with a demi-Savior, who is no Savior at all.

The poet laid it on the line when he wrote:

“‘What think ye of Christ?” is the test To try both your state and your scheme; You cannot be right in the
rest Unless you think rightly of Him: As Jesus appears to your view, As He is beloved or not, So God is
disposed to you, And mercy or wrath is your lot.
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