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| can do all things through Christ

by William MacDonald

Transcript

“I can do all things through Christ which strengthened me.” (Phil. 4:13)

It is easy to misunderstand a verse like this. We read it and immediately think of hundreds of things that
we cannot do. In the physical realm, for instance, we think of some ridiculous stunt requiring superhuman
power. Or we think of some great mental achievement that lies far beyond us. So the words become a
torture to us instead of a comfort.

What the verse actually means, of course, is that the Lord will give us power to do anything He wants us to
do. Within the circle of His will there are no impossibilities.

Peter knew this secret. He knew that, left to himself, he couldn’t walk on water. But He also knew that if
the Lord told him to do it, then he could do it. As soon as Jesus said, “Come,” Peter got out of the boat and
strode across the water to Him.

Ordinarily a mountain will not slide into the sea at my command. But if that mountain stands between me
and the accomplishment of God'’s will, then | can say “Be removed,” and it will.

What it boils down to is that “His commands are His enablements.” Therefore He will provide strength to
bear any trial. He will enable me to resist every temptation and conquer every habit. He will strengthen me
to have a clean thought life, to have pure motives, and to always do the thing that pleases His heart.

If I am not getting the strength to accomplish something, if | am threatened with physical, mental or
emotional collapse, then | may well question if | have missed His will and am seeking my own desires. It is
possible to do work for God that may not be the work of God. Such work does not carry the promise of His
power.

So it is important to know that we are moving forward in the current of His plans. Then we can have the
joyous confidence that His grace will sustain and empower us.
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