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Transcript

“I dwell among mine own people.” (2 Kings 4:13)

A prominent woman in Shunam showed hospitality to Elisha whenever he passed that way. Eventually
she suggested to her husband that they build an extra bedroom so that the prophet would have his own
room. Desiring to reward this gracious hostess, Elisha asked what he could do for her—perhaps an
introduction to the king or to the commander-in-chief. Her simple reply was “I dwell among my own
people.” In other words, “I am happy with my lot in life. | love the common people among whom 1 live. |
don’t particularly desire to move among the upper crust. Hobnobbing with famous people holds no special
attraction for me.”

She was a wise woman! Those who are never content unless they're socializing with the famous, the
wealthy, the aristocratic often have to learn that most of earth’s choicest people never make the front
page—or the society page, for that matter.

| have had some contact with big names in the evangelical world, but | have to confess that, for the most
part, the experience has been disappointing. And the more | have seen of what is ballyhooed in the
Christian press, the more disillusioned | have become. If | have to make a choice, give me those humble,
godly, solid citizens who are unknown in this world but well-known in heaven.

A. W. Tozer mirrored my sentiments well when he wrote, “I believe in saints. I've met the comics; I've met
the promoters; I've met the founder who puts his name on the front of the building so people will know he
founded it. I've met converted cowboys not too well converted. | have met all kinds of weird Christians
throughout the United States and Canada, but my heart is looking for saints. | want to meet the people
who are like the Lord Jesus Christ...Actually, what we want and ought to have is the beauty of the Lord
our God in human breasts. A winsome, magnetic saint is worth 500 promoters and gadgeteers and
religious engineers.”

Charles Simeon voiced similar sentiments. “From the first day | set off to the present hour...my intercourse
has been with the excellent of the earth, and every one of them striving to the utmost of his power to show
me kindness for the Lord’s sake.”

So—orchids to the woman of Shunem for the spiritual insight in her words, “I dwell among mine own
people.”
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