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Redeeming the time
by William MacDonald

Transcript

“Redeeming the time.” (Eph. 5:16)

In a day when men of the world are becoming increasingly allergic to work, Christians must make the most
of every passing moment. It is a sin to waste time.

Voices from every age testify to the importance of diligent labor. The Savior Himself said, “I must work the
works of him that sent me while it is day; the night cometh, when no man can work” (John 9:4).

Thomas a Kempis wrote, ‘“Never be idle or vacant; be always reading or writing or praying or meditating or
employed in some useful labor for the common good.”

When asked the secret of his success as an interpreter of the Word, G. Campbell Morgan said,
“Work—hard work—and again, work!”

We should never forget that when the Lord Jesus came into the world, He served as a carpenter. The
greater part of His life was spent in the shop in Nazareth.

Paul was a tentmaker. He considered it an important part of his ministry.

It is a mistake to think that work is a result of the entrance of sin. Before sin entered, Adam was placed in
the garden to dress it and to keep it (Gen. 2:15). The curse involved the toil and sweat that accompany
work (Gen. 3:19). Even in heaven there will be work, for “his servants shall serve him” (Rev. 22:3).

Work is a blessing. Through it we find fulfillment of our need for creativity. The mind and body function
best when we work diligently. When we are usefully occupied, we enjoy greater protection from sin,
because “Satan finds some mischief still for idle hands to do” (I. Watts). Thomas Watson said, “Idleness
tempts the devil to tempt.” Honest, diligent, faithful work is a vital part of our Christian testimony. And the
results of our labor may outlive us. As someone has said, “Everyone owes it to himself to provide himself
with some useful occupation while his body is lying in the grave.” And William James said, “The great use
of a life is to spend it for something that will outlast it.”
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