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The wind blozveth where it listeth
by William MacDonald

Transcript

“The wind blozveth where it listeth.” (John 3:8)

The Spirit of God is sovereign. He moves as He pleases. We try to pour Him into our particular mold, but
our attempts are invariably frustrated.

Most of the types of the Holy Spirit are fluid - wind, fire, oil, and water. We may try to hold these in our
hands but they have a way of saying “Don’t fence me in.”

The Holy Spirit will never do anything that is morally wrong, but in other areas He reserves the right to act
in exceptional and unconventional ways. For example, while it is true that God has given headship to man,
we cannot say that the Holy Spirit cannot raise up a Deborah to lead God'’s people if He wishes.

In days of declension, the Spirit permits behavior that ordinarily would be forbidden. Thus David and his
men were allowed to eat the shewbread, which was reserved exclusively for the priests. And the disciples
were justified in plucking grain on the Sabbath day.

People say that there is a definite, predictable pattern of evangelism in the Book of Acts, but the only
pattern | can see is the sovereignty of the Holy Spirit.

The apostles and others did not follow a textbook; they followed His leading, which was often quite
different from what common sense would have dictated.

For instance, we see the Spirit leading Philip to leave a successful revival in Samaria in order to witness to
a lone Ethiopian eunuch on the road to Gaza.

In our own day, we must guard against dictating to the Holy Spirit what He can and cannot do. We know
that He will never do anything that is sinful. But in other areas He can be counted on to do the
extraordinary. He is not limited to a certain set of methods. He is not bound by our traditional ways of
doing things. He has a way of protesting against formalism, ritualism and deadness by raising up new
movements with reviving power. We should therefore be open to this sovereign working of the Holy Spirit
and not be found sitting on the sidelines, criticizing.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/william-macdonald/the-wind-blozveth-where-it-listeth/

Sermonindex.net | Page 1



index

Grow In Your Walk with Christ

Listen and read messages that will stir your heart for Christ
and point you to deeper repentance and devotion.

* 50,000+ Sermons from speakers past and present
* 3,900+ Classic Christian Books freely readable online
1,200+ Bible Translations and Commentaries

* Over 450k forum posts — Join our vibrant online Christian forum

www.sermonindex.net




