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Knowing God--Deeper Than Most Dare!
by Woodrow Kroll

Developing intimacy with God requires trust, communication, commitment, and sacrifice, and is made possible
through Jesus Christ.

Duration: 46:50
Scripture: Matthew 6:33, John 14:1-3, John 14:5
Topics: "Knowing God"

Description

In this sermon, the speaker emphasizes the importance of taking time to know God on a deeper level. He
highlights how our tendency as humans is to always be doing something, but God is calling us to stand
still and get to know Him. The speaker shares his own busy life and how he has learned to prioritize
spending time with God. He encourages the audience to draw near to God by cleansing their hearts and
hands, humbling themselves before Him, and seeking a right relationship with Him.

Transcript

The following Stealing the Mind Bible Conference presentation is by Woodrow Kroll and is entitled
Knowing God, Deeper than Most Dare. For a free catalog of all of our tapes and books, call Compass at
1-800-977-2177 or on the web at www.compass.org. Thank you so very, very much. Well, good evening to
all of you.

When | was coming in today on the airplane, | took a look at the program and those who will be speaking
here, and | can't help but notice the topics are pretty diverse. In fact, Larry Burkett is going to talk with you
about Christian finances, and | suppose if he happened to give you a bum steer on a tip in the stock
market today, it wouldn't make much difference. John Ankerberg is here.

He's going to talk about apologetics. And | also notice that Tim LaHaye is here and going to talk about
prophecy. Now, | suppose everybody sees prophecy a little bit differently, and if things got turned around a
little differently from the way we would anticipate it, | feel pretty sure that Tim LaHaye is not going to get
left behind.

So, when | look at these topics, and then | notice my topic. Spiritual growth. I'm feeling the pressure
already.
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| want to talk with you today about knowing God deeper than most people even dare to dream. And I'm
going to do it this way. I'm going to do it by telling you my own story.

The story of my life. When | was a little boy, my father was a pastor. In fact, he pastored two small
churches in western Pennsylvania.

So, | would go to Sunday school and church at the big church. That was 125 people. And then we would
drive down the highway, and | would go to Sunday school and church at the little church, Belton Baptist
Church.

One room church. Seventy-five people would be standing room only. Now, as a kid, that meant then that |
got two Sunday school services and two morning worship services every Sunday before noon.

Four of them total. As a result, when | got to the second church, the smaller of the two churches, as about
a six-year-old boy, my mind would sometimes wonder. Now, one deacon in this church had the bright idea
that the little boys ought to sit in the back corner and the little girls ought to sit in the front corner and the
adults ought to sit between us to keep us separate, | guess.

And | remember one Sunday, having already heard the Sunday school lesson, sitting there in my little
hop-along Cassidy sweater, and | looked up at that crop of little girls. | was about age six, and | picked out
a girl, and | said, now maybe that's the girl I'll marry someday. And on June 26, 1965, | did.

Linda and | have now been married for seventy-four years. That sounds like too much, | know, but
thirty-seven for her and thirty-seven for me. And together, we have learned a lot about the subject of
getting to know one another.

| want to talk with you tonight about intimacy with God. Getting to know God deeper than most people ever
dreamed you could get to know God. And you know, a topic like this, most people would approach this
topic by saying, you take the way you relate to God, the way you get along with God, and you take that
same model and you relate to your wife or to your husband the same way.

| want to tell you men, most women in this auditorium tonight don't want to be treated the way we treat
God. Because intimacy with the Father is something we feel we can never accomplish. And yet what I've
learned is that this is a relationship with a being just like a relationship between a man and a woman is.

And what | want to do tonight is | want to talk with you about things I've learned in getting to know my wife,
building a relationship with her, and how I've taken those same things and applied them to my relationship
to God. And | have found out that they work for both. And if my father is happy in heaven, my wife is happy
here on earth.

And | believe if my wife is happy here on earth, my father is happy in heaven. So let me talk with you
tonight about building a kind of relationship. What is intimacy with God? Let's start with definitions.

What am | talking about when | talk about intimacy with God? Basically I'm talking about the feeling of
warmth and caring and affection and closeness. Just being there. Just being next to God.

The Westminster Shorter Catechism asks the question, what is man's primary purpose? And the answer is
to glorify God and enjoy Him forever. It's that business of enjoying God. | want my relationship with God to
be one that | enjoy.
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| want Him to be glorified. Don't get me wrong. But I'm not here just to talk about glorifying God.
I'm here to talk about how to get along with God in a way that you enjoy it. You like it. You love it.

You're close to Him. Let me give you my definition of intimacy with God then. Intimacy with God is wanting
to know Him so completely, to be near Him so closely, that you'll stop at nothing to achieve it.

Wanting to be near Him so completely, so close to Him, there is nothing that you will allow to stand in your
way in order to become intimate with God. Well near the end of his life, David commanded his young son
Solomon. And he said some very interesting things to Solomon.

One of the things he said is in 1 Chronicles 22 verse 19. He said, now set your heart and your soul to seek
the Lord your God. Set your heart and your soul to seek God.

That must mean then that becoming intimate with God is possible, but it's not easy. If you and | are to be
intimate with God then, what are we going to do? | think the first thing we have to do is determine whether
or not we feel it's important for us to be close to God. To get to know God.

To get to know Him deeper than most people understand. Why would you want to develop an intimate
relationship with God? Psalm 63 is one of my favorite psalms. | actually have 150 favorite psalms, but this
is one of them.

Psalm 63 verse 1 says this. Oh God, you are my God. Early will | seek you.

My soul thirsts for you. And then this expression, my flesh longs for you in a dry and thirsty land where
there is no water. Now what | learned about David's relationship to God in that passage is this.

David's thirst was not for understanding about God. His thirst was not for information about God. He's not
looking for some experience with God.

His thirst was for God Himself. | think a lot of people get sidetracked on trying to build a relationship with
God because they are looking for some experience with God. It is God's person you need to get to know.

Not an experience about Him. Not some understanding of Him. David's thirst was for God Himself.

And then also | noticed that David's thirst was for a personal God. He says, Oh God, you are my God.
Yes, there are people who know God.

They've been to Theology 101. They've read a few books here and there and they know God, but they
don't know Him in the way that would produce intimacy. Would you wives like to know that your husbands
knew you only because they'd read a book about you? See our relationship to our wives or our
relationship to our husbands, girlfriends, boyfriends, those kinds of relationships are intimate relationships
because we don't want to know about the person.

We want to know the person himself or herself. God is exactly the same way. David's thirst was for God
Himself.

David's thirst was for a personal God. And then | noticed thirdly that David's thirst for God was both
physical and spiritual. | understand the spiritual part, but did you notice the second half of the verse that
said, My flesh longs for you? See, | can't really get to know God just in my spirit.
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Somebody has to tell my body that there is a God who cares for me, who made me the way | am, who
wants to use me the way | am. My flesh longs for you. The Hebrew word that is used there, by the way, for
longs is the word kama and it's only used here in the Bible.

This is it. One time and that's all. And this word means to become weak through intense longing for
something.

You're going to collapse if this doesn't happen. Have you ever heard anyone say I'm just going to die if |
don't win this contest? Well, that's the way David talked about getting to know God. I'm going to die if |
can't get to know Him better.

If I can't deepen my relationship with God, it's going to kill me. | believe a lot of people want to be in a
relationship with God. They just don't want it bad enough.

They don't want it enough to do something about it. St. Augustine said in his own way, Thou hast made us
for thyself and our heart is restless until it rest in thee. Until we discover God and become intimate with
Him.

He is going to be someone up there, some Santa Claus figure, some cosmic grandfather that we send a
shopping list up to every now and then when we pray and that's about it. David wasn't satisfied with that
kind of relationship with God and you shouldn't be either. Our relationship with God can be much more
than it is.

So let's talk about what the foundation of such a relationship is. If you're going to have a relationship with
God like David had, what is the foundation of that relationship? Well, let me go back to David. He's the guy
who seems to understand what it's like to walk with God.

He's the man after God's own heatrt, after all. And in chapter 42 of the Psalms, the first two verses David
says this, As the deer pants for the water brooks, so pants my soul for you. Oh, God, my soul thirsts for
God, for the living God.

When shall | come and appear before God? My soul thirsts for the living God. See, he really wanted it.
And the foundation of his relationship with God was not found in him.

And that's the good news | have for you tonight. You can go much deeper in God because God wants you
to. If God didn't want you to, Fred, you can read all the books you want.

You can do all the things you want to do. You can pray all the prayers you want to pray. You will never get
to know God intimately.

But the great news is he wants to know you intimately. He wants you to know him as he knows you. Again,
David, David said, | spread out my hands to you.

My soul longs for you like a thirsty land. Psalm 143, verse six. | have to be honest with you.

I'm going to tell you about my life tonight. I'm going to share details of my courtship with my wife, and I'm
going to tell you how | learned in that courtship how to fall in love with God. And the foundation of that
relationship with God comes back to three things.
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Number one, God seeks ever more closeness with you and me. God wants you to know him as he knows
you to be close to him. If he didn't want it, you would never find it.

You would never be able to accomplish it. Jesus said, | have come that they might have life and that they
might have it more abundantly. God wants you to have that kind of life with him, that strength with him.

And because he wants it, he's going to make it possible for you. | read one time about a honeymoon
couple. Their names were Doug and his bride, Sylvia Witt.

They were married on June 6th, 1981. And Doug wanted, oh, that first night of their honeymoon to be such
a glorious event, so he took his bride, Sylvia, to the hotel. And they had reserved the honeymoon suite.

And he opened the door and he went into the room and there he saw a hideaway bed, a chair, and a table.
And | have to tell you, Doug was disappointed. He thought his money would have got him more than that.

But they were in love and it was their first night together, so they pulled that bed out of the hideaway bed
and they slept there the first night. But in the morning, Doug was concerned because he thought the
manager of the hotel should have done better by him. So he says to Sylvia, I'm going to go downstairs and
complain to the manager of the hotel.

He did. He said, | have to tell you, | was disappointed. | reserved the honeymoon suite.

It really wasn't much. And when he described the honeymoon suite to the manager, the manager said, did
you open the door on the back wall? He said, no, | thought it was the closet. The manager went upstairs
with Doug, opened the door on the back wall, and there was this spacious, lovely honeymoon suite with a
heart-shaped bed and flowers and candy, chocolate everywhere.

See, Doug and Sylvia's problem was they didn't go deep enough into the room. They didn't go far enough.
And | think the problem a lot of us have is we want a relationship with God, we just don't want to go deep
enough to do that.

We don't want to go far enough to do that. We're kind of like that honeymoon couple, hanging out on the
outside, not knowing there is a lot more to a relationship with God than just that. So number one, the
foundation is the fact that God wants ever more closeness with you.

The second thing, the reason | think it's important and possible for you to have this kind of relationship with
God is because God initiates intimacy. God is the one who initiates intimacy. Now, when my wife Linda
and | were dating, we started dating, don't tell your kids this, we started dating when we were 15.

Oh, dating. We went to church and sat together at 15. But it began to get serious shortly thereafter, and
I'm a pretty aggressive kind of guy, but in those days | was shy, believe it or not.

| was very, very shy. And after six months of dating, | had not yet kissed my girlfriend. And | remember it
as if it were yesterday and the lightning bolt hit me right in the head.

She had waited long enough, and one night under the moonlight, six months into our relationship, she
nearly knocked me out. Kissed me, almost knocked me right over. She initiated that process with me.

And once | found out it was okay, | initiated back. And I've discovered in my relationship with God that God
initiates intimacy. God is the one who makes it possible for you to be intimate with him, to get to know him
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deeper.

And he's the one who wants it, and he comes after it. Isn't it true? The Bible is very, very clear that God
draws us to himself. We don't go looking for him.

He comes looking for us. Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, it was God who went after them, Genesis
chapter 3. Noah, Genesis chapter 6, it was God who showed grace to Noah. Abraham, Genesis chapter
12, God called Abraham.

Abraham didn't seek the call of God. God called him. He met Moses, Aaron, Nadab, Abihu, the 70 elders
on the mountain.

It was Jesus who came to Peter, Matthew chapter 4, and the disciples. Jesus came to the two on the road
to Emmaus, Luke chapter 24. He came to Saul on the road to Damascus, Acts chapter 9. He came to
seek and to save those who were lost.

He always initiates the process with us. And that's why it's possible for you to believe you can go deeper
with God, deeper than most people dare, because he's coming after you. And if you and | sit still long
enough, stop running long enough, it's possible, friends, we can become intimate with God.

Why? Because the foundation of that intimacy is the fact that God wants it, and he initiates it. Jesus said,
no one can come to me unless the father who sent me draws him. A. W. Tozer is one of my favorite
authors, and A. W. Tozer in his great, great book, The Pursuit of God, says this.

We pursue God because, and only because, he has first put an urge within us that spurs us to the pursuit.
The impulse to pursue God originates with God, but the outworking of that impulse is our following hard
after him. God initiates the process.

You pick it up where God initiates it. And the third reason why | think the foundation is already laid by God
is this. God is only knowable through the person of Jesus Christ.

Oh, sure, you can read your Bible and understand that there is a God. You can understand that he is a
kind God. He is a creator God.

He is a sovereign God. He is a God in the midst of his people, although his people could never see him.
You and | get to know God the father through God the son.

So when you ask yourself, how can | get to know somebody | can't even see? How can | get to know
somebody | can't talk to face to face? God says, | got it covered. | sent my son in skin so you could see
me. Jesus assumed a body to help us to be intimate with the father, John chapter 1. He was born as a
babe in a manger in a stable, Luke chapter 2. God became a man to dwell among us so that we could
become intimate with God the father.

If you have a Bible there, | would like to follow along. | want to read a passage from John chapter 14. John
chapter 14 is just, oh, what an incredible passage.

And we know John 14, 1 through 3. And as great as that is, | want to zip right through that to get to what |
think is important tonight in John 14. John 14, verse 1, let not your heart be troubled. You believe in God,
Jesus says, believe also in me.
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Now these are the words of God the son. You believe in God, believe also in me. | know that the words of
Jesus because, well, they're in red in my Bible, but clearly these are the words of Jesus.

He says, you believe in God, believe also in me. Verse 2, in my father's house are many mansions. If it
were not so, | would have told you, | go to prepare a place for you.

And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again and receive you to myself. That where | am
there, you may be also. And where | go, you know, and the way, you know, Thomas said to him, Lord, we
do not know where you are going.

And how can we know the way? Jesus said to him, now look at this. | am the way, the truth and the light.
No one comes to the Father except through me.

And then, you know, the problem with being verse 7 in this passage is it's in the shadow of verse 6. You
know, it's kind of like living in the shadow of someone great. Verse 7 is important in your intimacy with
God. If you had known me, Jesus said, you would have known my father also.

And from now on, you know him and have seen him. Now, | know everybody's down on Thomas, the
doubting Thomas. | want to tell you the doubter in this passage is Philip, not Thomas.

Philip said to him, Lord, show us the father and it is sufficient for us. Now, wait a minute, Philip. Jesus just
said, if you've seen me, you've seen the father.

Philip says, show me the father and that'll be good enough. Verse 9, Jesus said to him, have | been with
you so long and yet you have not known me, Philip? He who has seen me has seen the father. So how
can you say, show us the father? My friend, if you want to get to know God, don't worry about the fact that
he's up there somewhere.

Don't worry about the fact that he's some distant deity out in the middle of nowhere. God came to dwell
among us so we could get to know the father. He wants you to be intimate with him.

He sent his son for that purpose. The real issue, then, is how do | do this? And | want to cut to the chase. |
want to tell you how you can become intimate with the father, how you can get to know God.

Now, this is not magical. It's not mystical. This is just good common sense that | learned from dating my
wife.

And | figure if | can get to know that woman, | can get to know God. She's not here tonight, so | can say
that. How to develop intimacy with God.

Five things | want you to notice from tonight. Number one, intimacy requires trust. You will never get to
know God until you learn to trust him.

Intimacy always requires trust. You see, the reason one spy does not fall in love with another spy is
because they can never trust each other. And the reason you need to understand God is because the
character of God is such that you can trust him.

Dio Muni used to say, the character is what you are in the dark. Well, God is never in the dark. You can
trust the character of God.
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God never lies. We're told in Titus chapter one, verse two, God who does not lie. God never goes back on
his word.

Numbers chapter twenty three, verse nineteen. God is not a man that he should lie, nor the son of man
that he should repent. Has he said and will he not do? Of course he will do.

God never lies. He never goes back on his word. You can trust his character.

And better than that, he never changes. James chapter one, verse seventeen. Every good gift and every
perfect gift is from above and comes down from the father of lights with whom there is no variation nor
shadow of turning.

Everything we have, everything we enjoy, everything we are, every raindrop he sends us comes because
God doesn't change. Now ask yourself, if God was going to change, if God would be different tomorrow
than he is today, is he better today or would he be better tomorrow? If he changes, will he change for the
better or will he change for the worse? If he changes for the better, then what kind of a God is he today? If
he changes for the worse, what kind of a God is he going to be tomorrow? God cannot change because
when you're perfect, you don't need to change. This business of intimacy always requires trust.

If you're going to get to know God, you have to learn how to trust God. And | got to tell you, friends, June
twenty-six, nineteen sixty-five, | stood before the pastor who happened to be my father. Linda and |
pledged our love to one another and | said to her, | will trust you and | will always be faithful to you.

Now she's not here tonight. | came from Nebraska myself this afternoon on the airplane. The reason | am
here and not worried about her back there and the reason she is back there not worried about what I'm
doing here in Colorado Springs is she trusts me and | trust her.

And | don't go around life worrying about what my wife is doing because | trust her. Our relationship is built
on trust. If you want a relationship with God, you've got to learn to trust him.

That's number one. Number two, intimacy with God requires a right relationship. You see, coming closer
to God, getting to know God deeper than most people want, deeper than most people ever dare.

Coming closer to God in your relationship does not require you move a lot of distance. You don't have to
move light years, but you might have to move some. If you're not as intimate with the Father as you'd like
to be tonight, then you have a little move to make.

Draw nigh to God and he will draw nigh to you, James chapter four, verse eight. That's pretty good advice,
but how do you do that? You know, the Bible is filled with great advice and after the great advice, there is
usually an example that gives you exactly what you must do in order to do that. James four, verse eight
says, draw near to God and God will draw near to you.

How does that happen? The very next verse. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts,
you double-minded. Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord and he will lift you up.

Now there it is. Cleanse your hearts and your hands, humble yourself before God, and you find yourself in
the arena of a right relationship with God. And it will be an intimate relationship with God.

You know the old story. Mom and Pop are driving down the road in their pickup truck. Mom looks at Pop
and says, how come you never sit close to me the way you did twenty years ago? And Pop says, I'm not
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the one who moved.

God has not moved away from your relationship. If you're not enjoying God the way you want to, get a
right relationship. Let God make it right.

Thirdly, if you want to know God better than you know him now, intimacy requires time. Now maybe | took
longer in dating my wife than most people take. We dated a couple of years in high school.

| graduated, went off to college, Bible college and spent three years in a Bible college, graduated, and
then came back home and married Linda. But during the time that we were dating, and | was off at college,
and Linda and | would come home as often as | could. | had a 1957 Chevy.

I wish | had it today. I'd drive that Chevy home and I'd go to her house and we'd sit on the couch. And we'd
sit on the couch.

And we'd go to church. And we'd go to Youth for Christ. And we'd go here and there.

Not a whole lot Baptists can do. So we would spend a lot of time together. And while | was spending that
time with her, | was getting to know her.

| wasn't reading about her. | wasn't taking courses on who she is. | was discovering who she is.

You want to get to know God, you need to spend some time with God. You cannot be holy in a hurry,
friends. Take time to be holy.

Speak oft with the Lord. When you get to know God, one of the keys to a strong relationship with the
Father is spending time with Him. Intimacy requires time.

You and | are not the kind of people who like to take a lot of time to do anything. Isn't that true? And then
we complain because our relationship with God is not what we want it to be and we wonder what the
problem is. | am the problem.

Intimacy requires time. Number four. Four of the five things | want you to remember about a relationship
with God.

Intimacy requires stillness. Now what do | mean by that? Well, when | would come home from college,
actually we were married and | went to a liberal arts institution after that and then seminary and graduate
school. But in those first years, when | was in the Bible college, | would come home and as | said, we
would sit on the couch.

And sometimes | would be at her house 6, 8, 10, 12 hours a day if | could. Why? | was only home for a
weekend. | was only home for a short period of time.

| wanted to spend as much time with her as | could. And we would sit in stillness on the couch. Sometimes
we would talk, sometimes we wouldn't talk.

But the key was we were together. We were getting to know one another. | would look into her eyes.

She would look into mine. And we would sit before one another. | have to tell you, she had two little
sisters, five and four.
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Bless their hearts. And when | would sit there on the couch next to Linda, they sometimes would like to
come and sit on my knee, you know. They were not the ones | wanted to sit on my knee, but they were the
ones who climbed up there.

You know, they're great girls. | just wanted to drop kick them off the porch. | did not, | did not want them
around when | was getting to know their sister.

They're my sisters-in-law now. | love them. But she's the one | really love.

And | wanted to spend time with her. | wanted to be still before her. And yet, our lives are such that it's
hard to be still, isn't it? Some of you have read Henry Blackaby's book, Experiencing God.

Henry Blackaby makes a comment in that book that | think you have to stick on the sticky side of your
mind, friends, and never forget. He says, we are a doing people. We always want to be doing something.

Once in a while, someone will say, don't just stand there, do something. | think God is crying out and
shouting to us, don't just do something, stand there. Get to know Me.

Adjust your life to Me. We are human doings. We need to be human beings.

We need to get to know God in a way that doesn't take us hither and yon in doing so. Sitting quietly and
stillly with the Father is the best way | know to get to know Him. And | have to tell you, | have a busy life
like you do.

| do a daily radio program. Actually, | do two daily radio programs, Back to the Bible and a short feature
program called the Bible Minute. The Bible Minute is 90 seconds long, but that's okay, you can do that in
radio.

I mean, after all, if the hour of decision can be a half an hour, the Bible Minute can be 90 seconds. And |
also do a weekly television program and a lot of other things. I'm a doing people just like you are.

But | am learning, friends, the intimacy with the Father comes not by doing, it comes by sitting still. | used
to get up in the morning and I'd spend an hour in my time with the Lord God and | would read for half an
hour and then | would pray for half an hour. I've got to tell you, it is easier to read God's Word for half an
hour than it is to stay awake and pray for half an hour.

But | don't do that anymore. Now | take my time and | divide it in thirds. | read for a third and then a third of
the time.

| pray for a third of the time and then for a third of the time | do nothing. | just sit there. | let God speak to
me.

| let God impress upon me what | have read and what He wants me to know about what | have read. | let
that time be my being time. And | have to tell you, my relationship with God has gone straight up since |
started doing that.

Intimacy requires stillness. Intimacy requires silence. Intimacy requires silence.

You know, the time you're talking with God is not the time you're learning. It's the time you're informing
God. When Linda and | would get together on our dates, we'd sit there and we'd not even say a word to
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one another.

We'd just look into one another's eyes. We really didn't have to say a word to one another. We were
becoming intimate through the stillness and the quietness of that hour.

In the preface to his book, The Knowledge of the Holy, A. W. Tozer laments, he says, we have lost our
spirit of worship and our ability to withdraw inwardly to meet God in enduring silence. If you don't get my
message, at least get his. What does it mean to sit silently before the Lord God? It means to do what God
wants you to do, friends.

Habakkuk chapter 2 verse 20, the Lord is in his holy temple. Let all the earth keep silence before him.
Zephaniah chapter 1 verse 7, be silent in the presence of the Lord.

| think our relationship with God will deepen if we shut up and sit still and let God minister. To our lives.
Now, this is not, this is not hard stuff and it's not theory about what you ought to do with God so you could
do it with your friends and your spouse.

It's what I've learned from my spouse, what | can do in my relationship with God. Say with the psalmist, |
have set the Lord always before me because he is at my right hand. | shall not be moved.

You will show me the path of life in your presence as fullness of joy at your right hand, our pleasures
forevermore. Now, if God's right hand is the place of pleasure forevermore, I'm going to hang out with him
every hour | get. I'm going to spend time with him.

I'm going to get to know him and I'm going to allow my relationship with him to deepen. And | don't have to
buy anything in order to do that. | don't have to take anything in order to do that.

In fact, | have to stop doing a lot of things | am doing in order to deepen my relationship with God. Well, let
me conclude. The sooner I'm done, the sooner the rain will stop anyway.

Developing intimacy with God, what does it take? It takes this, friends. It takes getting alone with God
where you can hear him. Intimacy increases as privacy increases.

It takes asking him to meet you at your secret place. He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High
shall abide under the shadow of El Shaddai. It takes shutting out the noise and the cares of your day
because I'll guarantee you the cares you bring with you when you are before the Lord God in the presence
of the Holy God, the cares you bring with you that you don't leave at his doorstep, you will take out of there
and there'll be bigger cares tomorrow.

Leave them there. To develop intimacy with God takes keeping a quiet heart while you're in the presence
of the Lord God. You know, sometimes we come to God and we're fretting about so many things.

It's hard to keep a quiet heart. We just worry about everything. There is a place of quiet rest near to the
heart of God.

And it also takes being still, being still before him, letting him come to you. And the joy we share as we
tarry there, none other shall ever know. If you found the secret of tarrying in God's presence, you have
found joy that a very small percentage of this vast audience will ever come to appreciate.
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And then finally, you have to make sure you have clean hands and a pure heart. Because | want to tell
you, friends, God doesn't want to hang out with gangsters. God wants us to come to him.

He is holy. He wants us to be holy in his presence. Be holy, for | am holy, he says.

Clean hands and a pure heart. That's what God is looking for from you and me. Can you know God? Yes,
you can.

Deeper than you ever dared. And here's how, in the words of William Runyon, who lived a hundred years
ago, Lord, | have shut the door. Speak now the word which in the din and throng could not be heard.

Hush now my inner heart. Whisper thy will while | have come apart, while all is still. | want to pray for you.

And | want to pray that your time here will not be a time of information. It will not just be a time of
education. It will not be a time only of instruction.

Not even inspiration. It will be a time when your relationship with God is changed forever. Let me pray with
you.

Father, thank you for the rain. Colorado needs the rain. Thank you for these people and this place we can
be inside where it's dry.

Thank you for meeting us, Lord, always at the point of our need. Our need right now, Father, is to be more
intimate with you. There are not five keys, six steps, twelve steps, pills.

There's no magic. There's no mysticism. There's common sense.

And the way we build a relationship with other people is exactly the same way we build a relationship with
you. And Lord, we can all get to know you deeper than most dare by spending quiet, still, silent time with
you. Thank you, Father, for wanting that even more than we do.

Accept our thanks in Jesus' name. Amen. Compass International is proud to present its first ever video for
children.

Filmed with the beautiful Northwest as a backdrop, a cast of over 50 children dramatize Hannah Hernard's
classic Christian tale, Hind's Feet on High Places. A young crippled girl named Muchafraid is tormented by
pride, bitterness, self-pity, and all of her other fearing relatives until the kind shepherd leads her on a
journey to the high places of the mountains in the kingdom of love, where perfect love casts out all fear.
Join Muchafraid as she learns to lay down her will and accept the will of the shepherd in this compelling
and imaginative allegory, depicting the lessons of triumphing over evil, becoming acquainted with sorrow
and suffering, and ultimately finding these things transformed into something incomparably precious.

There are no obstacles which our Savior's love cannot overcome. To receive a free catalog of all of our
Bible-teaching books and tapes, information on upcoming Bible conferences in your area, or details of our
missionary outreach, call 800-977-2177 24 hours a day, or find us on the web at www.compass.org.

Audio: https://sermonindexl1.b-cdn.net/17/SID17039.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/woodrow-kroll/lknowing-god-deeper-than-most-dare/
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