
SermonIndex.net  |  Page 1

Paradise
by W.R. Inge

Paradise is an outer court of eternity where all things are lawful except self-will, which is contrary to God's

eternal and divine will.

Scripture: Genesis 2:16, Matthew 6:10, Romans 12:2, James 4:15, 1 John 2:17

Topics: "Eternal Life", "Gods Will"

Description

W.R. Inge delves into the concept of Paradise, describing it as encompassing all things that are good and
pleasant, akin to an outer court of heaven. He draws parallels between this world being an outer court of
eternity, with temporal things serving as guides to God and eternity. In this perspective, the world can be
seen as a Paradise where all things are permissible except self-will, which goes against the eternal Will.

Transcript

What is Paradise? All things that are. For all things are good and pleasant, and may therefore fitly be
called Paradise. It is also said, that Paradise is an outer court of heaven. In the same way, this world is
truly an outer court of the eternal, or of eternity; and this is specially true of any temporal things or
creatures which manifest the Eternal or remind us of eternity; for the creatures are a guide and path to
God and eternity. Thus the world is an outer court of eternity, and therefore it may well be called a
Paradise, for so indeed it is. And in this Paradise all things are lawful except one tree and its fruit.

That is to say, of all things that exist, nothing is forbidden or contrary to God, except one thing only.

That one thing is self-will, or to will otherwise than as the eternal Will would have it. Remember this. For
God says to Adam (that is, to every man) "Whatever thou art, or doest, or leavest undone, or whatever
happens, is lawful if it be done for the sake of and according to My will, and not according to thy will. But
all that is done from thy will is contrary to the eternal Will." Not that everything which is so done is in itself
contrary to the eternal Will, but in so far as it is done from a different will, or otherwise than from the
Eternal and Divine Will. l.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/wr-inge/paradise/



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 2SermonIndex.net  |  Page 2

Grow in Your Walk with Christ

Listen and read messages that will stir your heart for Christ
and point you to deeper repentance and devotion.

• 50,000+ Sermons from speakers past and present

• 3,900+ Classic Christian Books freely readable online

• 1,200+ Bible Translations and Commentaries

• Over 450k forum posts — Join our vibrant online Christian forum

www.sermonindex.net


