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The sermon emphasizes the importance of passing on the baton to a new generation of leaders, humility and
submission, and living a life of faith and trust in God to bring Satan under our feet.
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Scripture: Proverbs 16:7, Matthew 5:44, John 1:4, 2 Timothy 2:2, Hebrews 10:34
Topics: "Faithful Leadership”, "Christian Forgiveness"

Description

This sermon emphasizes the importance of passing on the teachings of faith from one generation to the
next, focusing on the need for godly leaders to entrust their knowledge to faithful individuals who will
continue the legacy. It highlights the significance of forgiveness, loving one's enemies, and seeking peace
as essential aspects of living a Christ-like life. The speaker shares personal testimonies of overcoming
challenges through forgiveness and trusting in God's grace to rule over sin and Satan.

Transcript

The Apostle Paul, in his last letter, he was around 67 years old, he was just about to be beheaded by
Nero. He knew he was going to die. He wrote to Timothy, 2nd Timothy chapter 2, verse 2. The things
which you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, entrust these to faithful men who will
be able to teach others also.

Timothy was maybe in his early forties or mid forties. He had been with Paul for maybe 25 years and he
was the second generation after Paul. And Paul says, you Timothy, | know you're only about 45 years old,
but you must entrust to other younger men who are in their twenties, these things that you have heard and
seen in me.

And then you must select such people who are in their twenties who will be able to teach others also when
they grow up. So that's the fourth generation. It's a sad thing when a Christian leader or a Christian
ministry is not concerned about the fourth generation.

The sad thing today is they're not even concerned about the second generation. It's a one-man show in
mega churches and the man goes, it's the end of that church. We have never believed in that.
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We believed in planting local churches and as soon as possible, appointing elders who are independent,
who are not a denomination. Each church is an independent church under the headship of Christ. We
fellowship together.

There's a lot of difference between fellowship and denomination. The early churches in the first century
were a fellowship. They were not a denomination.

They had no, they had apostles but no bishops. And so over the last year or more, we have been
burdened to see that another generation rises up to run this relay race. We want to hand the baton over to
them to take and run.

So and we have to, you know, there's a, if you watch a relay race, there's a short space on the track within
which period they got to hand the baton. It's not just one point. It's a point at which both are running and
one hands over to the other.

So there's a sort of intervening period where we want to hand over the baton of leadership to a younger
generation coming up, the baton of ministry in the conferences, the churches. | was so delighted recently
at a conference in Kerala. It's one of the first times in 36 years that | never even went for the conference
and | was so delighted to watch the whole thing on live stream and see what a wonderful conference they
had.

It's the same being in the church here in Bangalore where | gave up the eldership about 12 years ago and
there are other wonderful brothers leading it and the church has grown, doubled in size and spiritually as
well. So | believe that is the way New Testament teaches ministry, should continue from generation to
generation. The Israelites were told to always tell their children so that they could tell their children how it
goes.

So during this conference, you know when we started our church by the way, | was 35 years old. Brother
lan was 34 years old. 36 years ago we started the church, 36 and a half years ago.

And we were not all that wise, godly old people, we didn't have any gray hairs, but God gave us
responsibility and we made mistakes like everybody makes mistakes. | became a father when | was 29
and | made lots of mistakes. As we grow older, we get wisdom.

So during this conference, we're going to hear at least five brothers who are under the age of 50 who've
been elders in churches for some time, some for a longer time, some for a shorter time. Whenever | seek
to invite people for ministry, there are a few things | look for. Primarily, not how gifted they are.

That is secondary. It's important, but secondary. First of all, | look to see do they live a godly life? Do they
believe that Jesus came in the flesh and was tempted like us and overcame sin? There are others who
don't believe that.

God bless them. I've got nothing to say about them. | don't invite them for ministry, that's all.

Secondly, | want to see how they have brought up their children, whether small or grown up. How have
they brought up their children? And third, as elders, how are they leading their church? These are the
three things | look for primarily before | look at their gift and see whether they can minister. Those are our
standards.
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We are not here to judge anybody else in the world. There are a lot of great speakers in the world whom
we will never invite to speak in our church because they fail on one of these counts. Everybody has an
excuse for their children going astray.

Everybody has an excuse when they lose their temper. Everybody has an excuse when their church is a
mess. From the days of Adam, man has always had an excuse to justify himself.

We don't want such people in our pulpit. We want those who learn to judge themselves. That's the way of
life.

So today we're going to have a brother who's going to speak now. His name is Victor. He's an elder in a
little village church called Tirkatpally.

He's been in the church there for about twenty years or more and he's been an elder there almost from the
beginning and especially in the last ten, twelve years on his own. He's built up a fellowship there. A brother
whom | respect.

He'll speak in Tamil. He'll be translated into English. Brother, please come.

In 1 Peter chapter 5, we read in the 6th verse like this. Submit yourselves unto the mighty hand of God so
that God may lift you up at the right time. When my mind was not renewed, | used to think about this verse
like this.

| thought if | would only submit to the mighty hand of God, God would only raise me to the status of a
pastor. Because those days | was in one of the denomination churches. | thought if | humbled myself unto
the mighty hand of God, God would lift me up in front of my relatives and other people.

| thought God would lift me up economically. | used to think like that when my mind was not renewed. But |
need to look at Jesus Christ.

More than all of us, it was Jesus Christ who humbled himself unto the mighty hand of God. God never
lifted Jesus in a worldly way. Jesus was not lifted up above Anna and Caiaphas.

He was not lifted up above Pilate and Herod. He was not lifted up economically. We can understand
looking unto Jesus that all the teachings that are going on in the denomination churches are wrong.

They would quote Psalm 91 in those days. Just because you know the name of the Lord, God is going to
place you in the high places. | did not understand that God is going to place me in the heavenly places.

Because | saw this word in an earthly way, | thought God would raise me up in the worldly status. They
taught me that | shall not be the tail, but | will be the head. My dear brothers, this is the teaching that is
going on outside our churches.

The message that | heard before 25 years is continuing even today in those churches. But we need to look
at Jesus. God never lifted Jesus up in any of these worldly ways.

In what way God wants me to be lifted up. In what way God wants me to be lifted up, above what | should
be lifted up. When | humble myself under the mighty hand of God, in what are the areas that God is going
to lift me up.
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We can see four things. First of all, | would like to quote four verses. Genesis 1 and verse 28.

Let's read the verse in English. Genesis 1 and verse 28. And God blessed them, and God said to them, Be
fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it, and rule over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of
the sky, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.

Here we find that God says, subdue the earth, or rule the earth. | have to bring the earth under my feet. |
have to rule the earth.

Genesis chapter 4. We read the 7th verse. If you do well, will not your countenance be lifted up, and if you
do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. It was the mind of God that even before 6000 years, man has
to rule sin.

It was God's mind that even before 6000 years, it was God's mind that we need to bring the world under
our feet. When we bring out this truth to the people, they say that it is a strange doctrine. Some people say
it is Zacchism.

When you preach about the victory over sin, they say it is Zacchism teaching. It was the mind of God even
before 6000 years. It was not invented by man.

It was the word that came from God. You have to rule the earth. Romans chapter 16.

Verse 20 we read like this. The God of peace will bring, will crush satan under your feet. It was the will of
God that we need to bring satan under our feet to be crushed.

It is not that satan should be crushed under the feet of Jesus, but it is all the more desire that satan should
be crushed under our feet, under my feet. We read a verse in 1 Corinthians chapter 9. Paul says in 27th
verse of 1 Corinthians chapter 9. | buffer my body and make it my slave, lest possibly after | have
preached to them, | myself should be disqualified. My dear brothers, | have to rule the earth and | have to
subdue it.

| have to subdue the sin and | have to rule the sin. | have to bring satan under my feet and | have to rule
him. | have to bring my own body under me and | have to rule it.

It is the desire of God that | need to be lifted up above all these things. It is impossible without the grace of
God. Only it is possible by the grace of God.

Romans chapter 5. It is a big verse. Romans chapter 5 and verse 17. | would like to summarize that.

It is more sure that those who receive the grace through the abundance of the life of Jesus Christ, they will
rule. Those who receive the abundance of grace will rule all these things. How to receive that grace? We
need to humble ourselves and receive that grace.

That is why we preach more about the humility. We preach about the brokenness. We preach about the
humiliation.

We preach about how to become weak. When we are humiliated and when we are having the humility, we
receive the grace of God. Those who receive the abundance of grace through this life will rule all these
things.
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I would like to show one or two things this morning. Book of Genesis. Chapter 1 and verse 28.

The Lord said, they will subdue the earth and rule the earth. The man who came from the earth. Man who
was made out of the dust.

God says to him, you will rule the dust. How is it possible? It is because God has breathed into his nostrils.
God breathed into him his own spirit.

The man who received this spirit has to subdue this world. God did not make him from the dust and ask
him to rule this earth. He gave him the living breath and asked him to rule this earth.

We need to ask the spirit of God from the Lord. When the Lord asks you, why do you want the Holy Spirit?
What is going to be your answer? Lord, | have to subdue this world. Lord, this has to be brought under my
feet.

| need the spirit of God only for that purpose. We read in the book of Ephesians. Chapter 2 and verse 7. It
is a very favorite verse for me.

God raised me along with Jesus Christ. He made me to sit in the heavenly places. Ephesians chapter 2
and verse 7. Sixth verse in the English Bible.

He raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus. It is a life where
we are seated in the heavenly places. Our citizenship is in heaven.

We are on the earth. We have a dual citizenship. We are here and as well as we are here.

| used to think like this. Many people go abroad from our midst. IT companies send software people for
their project to be trained in other countries.

They would stay there for 6 or 9 months. After completing their project, they would return to their
motherland. Their citizenship would be in India.

But they have a project abroad. All their mind would be in this land. As soon as the project is completed,
they return to India.

My dear brothers and sisters, we have a project here. Once we were of this earth. God has changed our
citizenship and made us to be seated in the heaven.

Now what is the purpose that we are on this earth? It is to do a particular project. It is nothing else. It is no
other project than to become the inheritors of the nature of Jesus Christ.

There is none other project than this one. Our citizenship is in heaven. Never should we come down.

But what do we see in many occasions? Many people come down from Monday to Saturday and sit there
on Sunday. They come down to seek the earthly things. They sit there on Sunday.

This is not a life where you come down and go up. This is a permanent situation. This is citizenship.

| would like to share one or two things about the heavenly life. It is not possible that you want to dwell in
this earth and then want to rule this earth. You have to sit in the heavenly places and then rule this earth.
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There we have battles in the heavenly places. It is only when we are in the heavenly places that we will
fight against the principalities and powers. We can never fight Satan and his armies when we are in this
earth.

It is only when we are living in the heavenly places that we will be able to fight against the principalities
and powers of darkness. Yes my dear brothers, our battle is not of this world. It is a life where we are
seated in the heavenlies.

As long as we are seated in the heavenly places, the pull of this earth will not going to affect us. | would
like to explain with an illustration. Being a witness for the Lord Jesus Christ, being a testimony, the area
where we live, the area where we are dwelling, it is a life where we are seated in the heavenly places and
we are subduing this earth.

There is an incident which took place recently in my family. There were some battles in our own families.
In the backyard of my house, there were a few coconut trees.

One coconut tree was in the border of my home. In my compound, all the leaves and branches were
peeping into the neighbor's compound. Because some leaves used to fall, they used to say that they were
disturbed because of the tree.

| decided that it is more important to have peace with our neighbors, so | wanted to cut off the tree. Those
who came there, we brought people to cut off the tree. The people who were living in the next street, 10 or
15 people gathered immediately.

They asked me to cut off this tree and that tree and asked me to cut off another tree. | asked them why
should | cut off this tree. They were telling that this tree is peeping into the road.

Sometimes when we walk on the road, something may fall and hurt us. It is not peeping into anybody's
compound. It is peeping into the road, common road.

They were all joined together and said that it should also be cut and removed. | did not know what to do.
All my children went to my mom and they were asking, Mummy, you should be careful.

Daddy should not notice that and allow them to cut this tree also. It is right to cut this tree and it is not right
to cut the other tree also. | told them that | can cut only one tree today and | will think about it and | will
inform you later.

| asked them about it. Now you are asking me to cut off the tree behind my house. You are asking me to
cut off another tree which is peeping into the road.

Now you want this particular coconut tree which is peeping into the roadside to be cut. In the fourth house,
few trees are peeping into the road. Will you ask them also to remove those trees? They are worldly
people.

They cannot approach them. If they go to those people, they will fight. But we cannot fight back.

They know that we are in Christ and we will not fight our quarrel. So they are approaching us to test us. Do
you know what they said? First you cut this tree and then quoting this, we will ask them also to cut the four
trees.
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There is no English word for that. First you cut this tree and then we will ask them to cut that tree. After
that we entered in our home and we had a mini conference.

We should not come down from heavenly places just for these mangoes and coconuts. You can buy with
5 rupees mangoes and coconuts. This is not a Christian life.

Just for this sake, coming down from heavenly places is not a Christian life. It is the testimony of Jesus
Christ that we spread the aroma, fragrance of Jesus Christ to others. So we had a mini conference in our
home.

So my children started asking many questions. Today they are asking you to cut one tree and you are
cutting that tree. Second tree they are asking you to cut, you are cutting.

Tomorrow they will ask you to uproot the house, will you do it? They don't have the same faith that we
have. They are asking poor people. They will reach that faith in one day.

But we need to teach them. God will not test us beyond our ability. God will never test us beyond our
ability.

God tested Isaac once. They were digging the well. People from Kerala they came and told that this well
belongs to us.

So he left them. Again they started digging second well. That also he left it for them.
But third well they did not come. That was the faith of Isaac. That was the strength of Isaac.

God will never test us beyond our ability. Who will say this verse? If we keep on leaving it like this, then
who will speak about our life? In their life, no one will leave it even once. This word will come from their
mouth.

Isn't it foolishness to leave it like this? If we keep on leaving it like this, we will not get cheated. deceived
when we go on yielding like this. To such people, the question is, how many times you yielded and how
many times you were deceived.

They would not have gone through this. God will never test us beyond our faith, my dear brothers. Then,
only to have peace, we decided to cut that tree and also remove the thorn.

So, when the tree was being cut, people gathered there to take the coconuts and to take the coconut
leaves and the stem and all. We allowed them. How are we in the area where we live? We are having
peace with all men in our area.

Never once we should come down from the heavenly places. God has kept us a very, very good life for us.
Another person, another neighbor, he said that he is going to court.

He says that the ground belongs to him and the house belongs to me. He says that the house which |
have built belongs to me because | have built it and the ground on which it was built belongs to him.
Because there is some small problem with the survey number.

He says that he is going to court. He used to threaten me now and then. Once a village administration
officer, VAO, came to my home.
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He asked me to show all the land documents. Immediately God impressed me that | should drive this man
out and let him come to court and see whatever is there. So now and then people used to trouble.

But | can say for the glory of God. God is teaching me to do good unto them. Never once we should come
down from the heavenly places just because of these worldly things.

A life where there is no battle. It's a life where you subdue this earth. It's a life where we don't fight for our
possessions or the things which we want.

We read in the book of Romans chapter 16 verse 20th verse we read and the God of peace will soon
crush Satan under our feet. We need to bring Satan under our feet. How should we be zealous for this
world? There are so many ways where we can crush Satan under our feet and | will tell you one way.

2 Corinthians 2 chapter 2 verse 10. 2 Corinthians 2 verses 10 and 11. But whom you forgive anything |
forgive also for indeed what | have forgiven.

If I have forgiven anything | did it for your sake in the presence of Christ. 11th verse in order that no
advantage be taken off by the Satan. And we are not ignorant of his schemes.

| have forgiven so that | will not be taken advantage by Satan. When we don't forgive, Satan will not be
under our feet but we will be under him. It is not the will of God my dear brother.

We should never have any bitterness, unforgiving attitude in our heart. It is a scheme of devil. Matthew 5
and verse 44,

Matthew chapter 5. It is a lively verse. | would like to be a testimony for this verse. But | say to you love
your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.

Do good to those who hate you. You pray for those who insult you and persecute you. In order that you
may be sons of your father who is in heaven.

It is a life where you love your enemies, you pray for those who persecute you, you bless those who insult
you and this is the life where we glorify God. It is a life of the new wine. If this verse has to become a life in
us, God has to take us through this verse.

And we need to have enemies. If we want to be blessed, we need those who will curse us. If we want to
do good, there should be somebody who will hate us.

We need to have people who persecute us and insult us. Then only we can pray for you and thus this
word will be fulfilled in our life. We have seen this verse as a living verse in our family and in our children's
life.

I would like to conclude with a testimony. Sometime before, one incident took place in my family. Four
young people from our church, young boys, they were playing volleyball and they were returning home.

The church is very near to my home. They were playing in the playground in the church and they were
returning home. And one of the boys was my son.

When these four young people were returning, there was one drunkard near my house and he started
creating some problem. It's not a big problem and these four young people were coming and one of them
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hit that drunkard in his shoulder. That's the matter.
They returned home. Within an hour, ten rowdies entered into my home. All of them were drunkards.

It was around 7 p.m. in the night and they all entered suddenly into my home. In one place, we have a
computer. Keyboard is there and my wife was sitting in one place.

Entering into my home, they started using all bad words. They say that they want to beat these four young
people. By God's grace, | was at home and | came out of my room.

From the ten drunkards, one person was known to me. | asked him what was the problem and he narrated
the story. | asked for forgiveness and we came into peace.

And before leaving, they threatened that hereafter they should behave well and they left the home. They
said that otherwise we will smash the church and the church will not be found in that place. We finished all
these things and after that we came to rest and we wanted to pray and we wanted to go to sleep.

One of my boys said, we have to go to the police station to give a complaint. To my knowledge, if we give
a complaint in the police station, this problem will increase. The other three young people's parents, they
received the message and they also came to my home.

Spirit of God, please help me. That was my prayer. God showed me Matthew chapter 5 and verse 44.

All of you kneel down and thank God for this. God asked us to thank God for all the drunkards who came
home. Those who spoiled our name in that place, locality.

In that street, big mass gathered and they started narrating different kinds of stories which never
happened. God showed me Matthew chapter 5 and verse 44 and based on that He asked us to pray. But
my children did not have that faith.

They say that | am a coward. We have to go to the police station and give a complaint. But Spirit of God
did not lead me.

We say, it's ok if we don't have faith. So we concluded our prayer and left it. But | didn't have the peace of
mind in my heart.

Again we went to prayer that night. | sat with my children. They never wanted to fight back with them but
they said we have to give police complaint so that these things are settled and we will be out of danger.

And if the Spirit of God will not lead us, | asked my son one question. Do you believe Matthew 5 verse 44?
Itis a living word. We have to crush Satan and Aphid and whole heartedly we have to forgive them.

If we don't forgive, we can never lead a Christian life. Let us talk about the police station and all afterwards
but before that we need to forgive them from the depth of our hearts and we need to pray for them. One of
my sons who didn't have faith, who said that he has to go to the police station to give complaint, he had
rashes in his body because of some insect bites.

We were fighting against the disease for more than three months. Allopathy medicine did not give any
healing. Homeopathy also didn't work.
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He could not go to the college and he was short of attendance. He was in medical leave. In that situation,
we prayed to God.

We asked God one thing. Lord, please prove that Matthew 5 verse 44 is a living word to us, to our family.
Lord, without your permission, not even a single hair will fall.

We are not cowards. This is the occasion where we need to manifest the image of God, mind of God.
Lord, not for our sake.

Lord, this night you have to do a miracle so that my children's faith will be strengthened. Lord, not for my
sake. Lord, | don't want to walk by seeing.

Lord, you have told us to walk by faith. Lord, you are present in this home. Lord, your kingdom is present
in this home.

Your presence is in this home. Lord, open their eyes. Lord, please open my children's eyes.

Lord, prove that Matthew 5 verse 44 is a living word. Lord, when we get up in the morning, my son's
rashes should not be seen. Lord, whatever is impossible for allopathy or homeo medicines, Lord, tonight
you do a miracle.

Lord, you are a living God. | believe that you will do it. He prayed.

He prayed and we slept off. It would be 5 o'clock in the morning. We all were sleeping and we were lying
down in our beds.

| had four boys. One boy was having curiosity. Because we had prayed in the night, something should
have happened.

Matthew 5 verse 44 is a living word. God is an unchanging God. Now it should be proved whether going to
the police station is right or wrong.

It should be proved whether God is there or not. So one boy had a curiosity. He woke up at 5 o'clock.

He switched on the lights. The leader who asked the question is lying down. He removed the bed sheets
and he started seeing the body.

What shall we say? Glory to God. The rashes which came because of the insect bite, it disappeared on
that day and till now he never had rashes. It will be like snakes and worms.

And from that some secretion would always be there. The front and back it used to secrete. Some fluids
will be secreted.

And in the morning nothing was there. He was having a normal skin. It was healed completely.
He was shouting. Daddy, wake up. Mummy, wake up.

He was telling to his brother, Anna, get up. When he got up and saw his body, nothing was there. We all
cried and we committed ourselves to God.
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| asked him, what do you say? Matthew 5 verse 44 is a living word. Police station is not a matter. Life is
important.

Forgiving is the matter. There is power in forgiveness. We can bring Satan at our feet.

Now shall we thank God for this particular verse Matthew 5 verse 44 as a family? We cried, wept and
prayed. We thanked God. And God spoke to us.

A treatment which cannot be guaranteed by homeopathy. God brought this healing through a drunkard
man. Do you know how many thousands of rupees we would have spent for medicine? How much lack of
attendance for him in the college? God can do anything.

God is an almighty God. He is a God who is living. Living God.

All that we need is that we need to be witnesses for God. Things did not end that way. After a few months,
the drunkard who came and disturbed us, his intestine was damaged and he developed ulcer and he was
hospitalised.

I never knew that he was in the hospital. | went to the hospital for another son of mine. The drunkard who
came to my home, who caused the disturbance, he was there lying on the bed and saline was going, drips
was going.

As soon as he saw me, he came and fell at my feet. He started crying and said, forgive me, forgive me,
forgive me. | have done a mistake.

He asked me forgiveness. He asked me apology for the matter that took place. He took hold of my hand
and put it on his stomach and asked me to pray for him.

We prayed for him. Within a few days, he was home. Wherever he sees me now, he gives me a lift in his
vehicle.

He used to take my son also. Now he is very thick with us. He says to me, sir, tell me if anybody disturbs
your church, you come and tell me.

We will see him. We won't go to him. To that extent, he became thick with us.

May God be glorified, my dear brothers and sisters. We need to bring Satan under our feet like this.
Through forgiveness.

Because we seek peace. Because we do good unto those who hate us. This is the life that God has for us
in this new covenant.

Never to come down from the heavenlies. A life where we keep Satan under our feet. A life where we keep
sin under our feet.

It's a life where we keep our body under our control. Those who receive the abundance of grace will rule
everything. May God be glorified.

May God lead everyone of us to this life. Amen. Many years ago when we started building the church in
our home, 36 years ago, one of the prayers we prayed was, Lord, lead us to those who are seeking to live
a godly life in our city, in India.
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We're not looking for those who want to go to heaven. Everybody wants to go to heaven. There are people
doing evangelism, God bless them, who are seeking to find people who want to go to heaven, who don't
want to go to hell.

But the commission we got was, go into every nation, including India, and make disciples. That means
those who will learn from Jesus' life and follow in Jesus' footsteps. Go into every nation and make people
like that.

So our commission God gave me and us was a very narrow commission. Only those who want to actually
follow in Jesus' footsteps, not those who want to be blessed and get cars and houses and healing and all
that. Those who want to follow in Jesus' footsteps, die to themselves and their rights and their reputation
and follow in Jesus' footsteps.

Lord, lead us to them. We don't know where they are. There are 1,200 million people in this country now,
those days a little less.

How can we find them? But you know where they are. Please bring us in touch with them. Or bring them in
touch with us or bring us in touch with them.

If you don't do both of them, Lord, show us what is wrong with us. Why can't you bring us in touch with
them? | would think that if in the city of Bangalore there was a God-fearing man like Job, and he walked
past our church to some other church, | would fall before God and say, Lord, what's wrong with our
church? Why isn't he coming here? That godly man is not coming to our church. Is there a better church
somewhere else? Then let's close down our church and go there.

| was serious. Because | realized that we're not here to build a huge congregation. We are here to be a
witness in the land of India of the life of Jesus in the midst of darkness.

There's darkness all around, murmuring, grumbling, fighting, quarreling in the midst of that, we wanted to
raise up a testimony of people who pursue after peace. And like we heard, who will love their enemies,
bless those who curse them. It says in Hebrews 10 and verse 34, you accepted joyfully the seizure of your
property knowing that for yourselves you have a better possession and a lasting one.

Or as the message Bible says, when your enemies broke into your house and took your property, you
allowed them to take it with a smile, knowing that they could not touch your real treasure. And nothing that
they did bothered you. And nothing pushed you back in the Christian life.

| praise God that through the years, God has brought us in touch with different brothers, like Brother
Victor, whom you heard just now. It thrills my heart, it brings tears into my eyes when | think of how God
has brought us in touch with such men and women who are willing to lay down their life. It's not the
greatness of their preaching.

As | told you, we give second importance to preaching. It's a life. It's a life which is an inheritance we can
give to our children.

What do you think is the inheritance that this brother is going to give to his children? He's not a millionaire
who can hand over a big inheritance to his children like some rich believers. But he's able to give them an
inheritance far greater than money in what they have seen in their home of the life of Jesus. And that is
what is going to draw our children to follow that life.
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That's been my longing ever since | understood this wonderful new covenant that God established with
man. And it is our longing that we shall find many, many such people. You know, Jesus preached to the
multitudes, and then he had a smaller group of 70 disciples, and within that he had a smaller group of 12,
and one of them was a crook, which was a smaller group of 11, and a still inner circle of 3. And those are
the people with whom Jesus spent most of his time with 11.

He wasn't interested in a large crowd. It was a small church, but it was a church that was a powerful
witness for Jesus Christ. It's one of those 11, Thomas, who came to India nearly 2,000 years ago in 55
A.D. and established the first church in India.

I'm sure it was a wonderful church if Thomas was the leader. But through the years, the churches in India
have declined and gone the way of the world. And now God is raising up churches that are once again
seeking to follow in Jesus' footsteps.

We're not interested in fame or name or money, but we want our influence to spread. You know, like you
drop a stone into a lake, the ripples go far and far, and you never know the influence of one life, of one
little church, really seeking to live for God sincerely. We pray that many such churches and homes will be
raised up in this land.

Like you heard, this enemy became a friend. The best way to overcome an enemy is by making him your
friend. Then you overcome him.

Then you have brought him under your feet. Not by taking him to court and fighting with him. Other people
may take us to court.

We will defend ourselves. But we will not take people to court. It's not by fighting with people that we win.

We see among Christians today, Christians fighting with each other, criticizing each other, accusing one
another. They have not understood the ABC of the life of Jesus. Where do you find Jesus fighting for such
things? No.

They called him Prince of Devils. He said, okay, you're forgiven. If one of his disciples angrily cut off
somebody's ear, Jesus would heal that ear.

Is this the Jesus you are following in your life? That is the Jesus we want to proclaim in our homes and in
our churches. There are many people in the world who are cleverer than us, more gifted than us, and
richer than us. But there's nothing greater than having the life of Jesus.

And that's what we long to see across this land, where Christians have brought such a bad name to Christ.
Proverbs 16, 7 says that when a man's ways please the Lord, he is able to make his enemies at peace
with him. You heard of a living testimony to that.

Many of us have experienced things like that. These must not be stories that we hear other people talk
about. It must be our experience.

| would rather have one brother like that speak in our pulpit than 1,000 gifted people who can preach
profound sermons. The life of Jesus is the light. In him was life, and that life was the light of man.

And he has given us that light now and says, You be the light of the world now that they may see your
good works and glorify your Father in heaven. Dear brothers, | believe we have received a challenge

Sermonlindex.net | Page 13



today. It's easy to forget it.

Don't allow the devil to take it away. Let it sink deep and say, Lord, | want to live this life. | want to pass on
this inheritance to my children.

| want to build a church like this. It's the only thing living for. Let's pray.

Heavenly Father, we realize this is the only life worth living for, the only ministry worth having. In the midst
of a Christendom that's confused and pursuing after entertainment and better music and better buildings
and all the rubbish of the world, we thank you for godly brothers who may not be able to sing well and who
may not have wonderful church buildings, but who have learned to put the world under their feet and have
learned to put the devil under their feet. We pray that you will raise up many more like that who will shine
as a light for you in this land.

Thank you for hearing us. In Jesus' name, amen.

Video: https://sermonindex2.b-cdn.net/yIKkMDB814Bk.mp4
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/zac-poonen/09-new-wine-in-new-wineskins-god-will-exalt-us-in-his-time/
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