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A Clear Gospel Message - Part 4

by Zac Poonen

Zac Poonen emphasizes the necessity of understanding sin, God's justice, and the significance of Jesus
sacrificial rolein salvation.

Duration: 8:59
Scripture: Luke 19:10, John 3:16, Romans 3:23, Romans 6:23, Philippians 2:6
Topics: "Gods Justice", "Jesus Deity"

Description

This sermon emphasizes the universal nature of sin and the need for Jesus, who came for sinners, not
just religious people. It delves into the concept of God's justice and how sin requires a penalty, which
Jesus paid on the cross to demonstrate both justice and love. The sermon also addresses misconceptions
about Jesus' deity, highlighting his dual nature as fully God and fully man, and the significance of his
sacrifice for the forgiveness of sins.

Transcript

They all fight with each other. All goes to show that they're all the same. When they are born, they're all
the same when they grow up.

But the parents will take one to a church, one to a mosque, one to a temple, and they become their own
religions. That's all. Your religion you have is most probably because your parents took you to some place
like that.

Jesus didn't come for religious people. He came for sinners. Your conscience tells you you're a sinner.

You come to Jesus and say, Lord, | am a sinner. I've done so many wrong things. Now, the next question
is, can't God overlook our sins? | mean, won't a good God overlook our sins? Isn't he a father? Like, you
know, if my son went and bashed up my scooter and blew the whole thing up, and he says, Dad, I'm sorry.

God, | forgive him. Oh, yeah, of course | can forgive him for something like that. | can forgive him.

Or if I gave him a thousand rupees, and he went and lost it somewhere, he said, Dad, forgive me. | can
forgive him. Those things are, those are not moral issues.

If our sin was just like that, like breaking up a scooter or even burning a house, oh, we can forgive him. But
sin is not like that. Sin is a crime.
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Supposing I'm a judge. My son is standing there. He's committed a crime.

Can | say, oh, | love you, my son. | won't punish you. Even an earthly judge will not do that, because he's
got a sense of justice.

Not because he's going to be caught. Some people just won't do it because they've got a sense of justice,
and that sense of justice he's got in his mind is a fraction of the perfect justice of God Almighty. So when
I've done something wrong, and God is the judge, and he looks at me, he says, son, | love you very much,
but | can't let you go.

Because you did something wrong. But you say, well, judge, you're his father. Can't you just let him go?
He's sorry.

However much my son may be sorry to me in the court if he's done something wrong, | have to punish
him. Let's say he robbed a bank or did something like that, and | have to fine him. Your fine is 10 lakhs.

Pay the fine or go to jail. People say, boy, what a strict... He doesn't love his son. His son also may turn
around to me and say... The son may turn to me and say, dad, you don't love me, punishing me like this.

Can't you let me go? You're the judge. You've got all power. No, son.
I'm your judge here. Fine, | sign the court order. 10 lakhs or go to jail.

And while he's looking sad, and such a hard judge, | get up from my seat and take off my judge's robes,
come down, become an ordinary man again, take out my checkbook and write 10 lakhs to my son. Here,
go and pay the fine. You're free.

Can anybody in the world accuse me of not doing what is just? No. | gave him the full penalty of the law.
Can he accuse me that | don't love him? No.

| punished him as a judge. | paid the punishment. Maybe | emptied my bank account.
Entire 10 lakhs, gone. Save his life. I'm going to jail.
He will know | loved him as a father. That is what God did on the cross. He cannot overlook your sin.

He forgives you only because the punishment has to be paid, but I'll pay it myself. Now, listen to this. If
Jesus Christ was not God, like the Jehovah's Witnesses say, like some other cult groups say, and God
punished him for our sin, that would be the greatest injustice of all.

God cannot be God. Isn't that right? Supposing | punish you when you're in the court and somebody else
says, okay, I'll take the punishment for him. You're to be hanged to death for the murder you committed.

And your mother comes and says, no, don't hang him. He's a young man. Please hang me.

And the judge says, okay, you can be hanged instead of your son. How long do you think that judge will
remain in his seat? Can a mother be hanged in place of her son, even if she wants to? That'll be injustice.
So even if Jesus is a high created being, if you punish him for my sin, it can't be right.

And secondly, one mother cannot die for a million murderers. Supposing a million murderers are here, all
condemned to be hanged, and one mother says, come and hang me. How can you take the punishment of
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all these million people? If Jesus was a created being, he could not take the punishment for millions and
billions and billions of human beings.

Impossible. So all this teaching that Christ was created, and they take some misunderstand, misquote
some verses, which they don't understand properly. They don't think about it.

What are you saying? That means you're still in your sin then. | would say to every Jehovah's Witness, ah,
you may sound so nice, but you're still in your sin. No created being can die for your sin.

Sorry. But God himself, he can die for our sin, because he's the judge. He's the ruler of the universe.

He can punish us and take the punishment himself. That's why God had to come down in the person of
Christ. And another thing, if God was only one person, and not three persons, that's another thing some
Christians teach.

God is only one person. But how in the world then can God come down here and become a man and still
be God up there in heaven to whom Jesus prayed? Do you know there's some Christians who believe
that? They baptize in the name of Jesus only. You know why? Because they say there's no three persons,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even though Jesus said you must baptize in the name of Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit.

Because they deny the Trinity. 1 John chapter 2 says if you deny the Trinity, that's the spirit of the
Antichrist. Why is that? Because then you're denying that God came in the form of a man and took the
punishment in the presence of God the Father who was in heaven.

How can that be? There's only one person. So these are just a few things | want to say of wrong
understandings a lot of Christians have about Christ being deity himself. When he was on earth, he was
God.

People worshipped him and he accepted it, which even angels don't accept, proving he was God, but he
did not use his power as God when he was on earth. Otherwise people wouldn't even have been able to
look at him. Once he lifted the veil on the Mount of Transfiguration for just a few minutes and Peter and
James and John fell down like they were struck by lightning.

If Jesus had lived on earth as God, everybody would have fallen down flat like that. It happened also once
to some of the Roman soldiers who came to capture him. Suddenly got a flash of who he was and they fell
down.

But he did not use that power. Just briefly sometimes he lifted the veil only once or twice in his entire
earthly life. But otherwise he lived on earth as a man not using any of his powers as God because he
wanted to be an example for us.

So Jesus was fully God and fully man when he came to earth and when he died on the cross he was
taking the punishment for our sin and the punishment for our sin is eternity in hell. And when Jesus hung
on the cross for three hours what he faced was hell. That means being forsaken by God.

That is the most terrible thing any human being can ever face. Think of the worst suffering you can ever
face multiplied by a million and more and you understand what being forsaken by God is. We think of hell
as some geographical place somewhere.
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Maybe it is but the worst part of hell is that is a God forsaken place. It is the only God forsaken place in the
universe. That means God is not there.

Thank you.

Video: https://sermonindex2.b-cdn.net/PrlUB4R9-cY.mp4
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/zac-poonen/a-clear-gospel-message-part-4/
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